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readers in other areas can confirm
this and let us know, it will add to
our evidence.
Harry Todd and Family,
clo 12 Oakhurst Close,
Snaresbrook, London El 7 3PZ.

A Tale of Two Tellys
How about this? Set A required a
remote control unit, a front flap
and a Nicam crystal. By strange
coincidence, set B required the
same.

Not being an account holder
with manufacturer A, a major
multinational which won't even
speak to us, a call was made to the
company's distributor to place the
order. "Special Parts Order, it'll
take seven to ten days" the distrib-
utor said.

We don't have an account with
manufacturer B either. This is a
much less well known brand, but
the company was most helpful
when we phoned to ask about
spares. A cheque was sent with the
order, in the post on Tuesday night.
Bright and early on Thursday
morning the parts arrived. Brilliant.
They were fitted and, within 48
hours of our first parts enquiry, a
delighted customer paid his £60.91
bill and collected his set.

Set B is still awaiting parts. In
due course we expect that it will be
returned to the customer with an
anticipated bill for £142.36.

OK, let's not be mealy-mouthed
about it. Manufacturer A is Sony,
manufacturer B Beko and the dif-
ference for the same job is over
£80. There seems to be something
wrong somewhere.
Adrian Spriddell,
Diss, Norfolk.

Pace Apollo Upgrade
My father has a Pace Apollo satel-
lite receiver'which, though a very
good performer, has only 120 -
channel capability. As it is part of
a motorised system this limited its
usefulness. The Pace Apollo and
MSS200/300 series receivers all
have a 24C32 EEPROM and all
use the same PCB, but the
MSS300 has 250 -channel capabili-
ty. So I decided to make a copy of
the contents of the 24C32 EEP-
ROM in a Pace MSS300 receiver.

I have built myself a serial
EEPROM programmer, but
instead of using one of these you
can tackle the problem in the fol-
lowing way. Remove the EEP-
ROM from the Apollo receiver
and put it aside. Then install a
socket and a new EEPROM in an
MSS300 receiver: at power up, the
microcontroller chip will down-
load its ROM programme to the
new memory chip. Fit this chip in
the Apollo model and it will now
have 250 channels, as if it was an
MSS300, making it a very useful
receiver. Finally put your old chip
back so that the customer settings
are retained. A point to note how-
ever: if for any reason you do a
factory reset, the Apollo receiver
will revert to 120 channels. So it's
best to fit the chip in a socket.

If you wish to have the same
information in both receivers, fit
the original EEPROM from the
MSS300 in the Apollo receiver
then use the download facility to
clone the MSS300 with the new
chip.
K.E. Prior,
Weymouth, Dorset.

Regulator Decoupling
While reading the interesting arti-
cle on null -method dish alignment
by John Pitt -Francis (January 1998
issue) I noticed that the 7812 regu-
lator shown in Fig. 2 has no
decoupling capacitors.

78 and 79 series regulators are
industry -standard devices that are
available from various manufactur-
ers. They all look much the same.
Their internal arrangements are not
identical however, and some
become horribly unstable when
operated without decoupling.

I guess that John used a tolerant
one. But to guarantee successful
results every time it's best to con-
nect an 0.1p F capacitor to ground
at the input and a 1pF capacitor to
ground at the output. They should
be mounted as close to the regula-
tor as possible.
Keith Cummins,
Chale Green, Isle of Wight.

Panasonic TX25AD1DP
In my fault report on one of these
sets (Euro 2 chassis) in the
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December issue I suggested that
R668 on panel E should also be
replaced when there has been trou-
ble with relay RL6101. In fact
R668 should be removed, not
replaced. This is important. The
CRT could again be damaged if
there was further relay sticking.
Brian Storm,
Harpenden, Herts.

Beat This!
A customer came in and asked
whether we could provide a non-
working modern TV set free. He
wanted to make a false insurance
claim "because my set is too old".
This was openly said in the shop.
Words fail me.
Rex Webb, KTV Electronics,
Camborne, Cornwall.
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