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Crew-Cut Comedy 

Would you give me some information on 
Gene Rayburn, the announcer on NBC-
TV's Tonight? 

B.L.S., North Truro, Mass. 

Gene Rayburn, Tonight's six-foot-one 
announcer and buffoon, was bitten by the 
theatrical bug while still in grammar 
school in Chicago. As he recalls. "I was 
bitten so hard that when I first went on 
stage I couldn't say my lines." When Gene 
got his voice back, he was cast as George 
Washington, but in place of the scheduled 
stirring speech, he began "Lizzie Borden 
took an ax, gave her mother forty whacks." 
. . . After graduation from Knox College, 
in Galesburg, Illinois, Gene pounded the 
New York pavements, finally landed a job 
as a page boy and enrolled in announcers' 
school. He worked for Station WGNY in 
the Hudson Valley, then for stations in 
Baltimore and Philadelphia. In 1942, he 
joined Station WNEW in New York, then 
left for three years in the Air Force where 
he claims he made the world's distance 
record for holding the rank of second lieu-
tenant. Back at WNEW, after the war, he 
did a morning radio show with Jack Les-
coulie, then formed the hilarious team of 
Rayburn and Finch, which entertained 
New Yorkers for six years and, for a short 
while, had the whole country laughing with 
their night-time network show. When the 
team disbanded in 1952, Gene went on to 
star on several of his own shows and to 
appear also on The Name's The Same, be-
fore taking his stand on Tonight. .. . Gene 
is married to Helen Tichnor, a model who 
has been a personality in her own right on 
a number of Gene's shows. They live in a 
Dutch colonial home in suburban Mamar-
oneck, New York, and have a twelve-year-

Gene Rayburn 

Bea Benaderet 

old daughter, Lynn. Gene still likes to fly, 
spends his vacations on Nantucket. Re-
membering his own early hard-times, he 
has established a scholarship at Columbia 
University for career-minded page boys. 

Mystery Lady 

With the closing of Jimmy Durante's TV 
program, he always says, "Good night, 
Mrs. Calabash, wherever you are!" Can 
you tell me who she is? 

A.B., Coopers Mills, Me. 

Sorry, but Jimmy isn't telling about who 
Mrs. Calabash is. His answer to all ques-
tions about her is to grin and say: "Every-
body is entitled to his secrets. This is 
mine!" 

Next-Door Neighbor 

Would you tell me something about the 
woman  who  plays  Blanche  Morton, 
Gracie's neighbor on CBS-TV's Burns And 
Allen Show?  D.F., Birmingham, Ala. 

Gracie's feminine foil is played by Bea 
Benaderet, who had her first fling at tele-
vision on the Burns And Allen Show. But 
her long-time radio career on such shows 
as My Friend Irma, Adventures Of Ozzie 
And Harriet, The Great Gildersleeve and 
Fibber McGee And Molly has made her 
voice familiar to most Americans.... Born 
in New York of Spanish-Irish ancestry, 
Bea studied voice and piano from the time 
she was knee-high to a piano bench. She 
participated in school dramatics, then 
studied at the Reginald Travis School of 
Acting. Next came stock companies, little-
theater work and her first radio job at San 
Francisco's KFRC as actress, singer, 
writer, producer, announcer—"really a 

maid of all work," she recalls. She tried 
Hollywood and network radio in 1936, got 
her first big breaks with Orson Welles and 
Jack Benny. 

A Good Start 

Would you tell us a little about Kort 
Falkenberg, who plays Ma Perkins' son 
Joe in the CBS Radio serial? 

H.B., Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Now that he's established as Joe Perk-
ins, Kort Falkenberg claims that his act-
ing career was launched during his first 
year of school, when his classmates ap-
plauded his debut as a song-and-dance 
man. But he was a senior in high school 
before he decided to capitalize on his dra-
matic talent. Meanwhile, he had learned 
photography at his father's studio, won 
awards for his work in fabric design and 
been active in a local church drama club. 
A few years were filled with summer stock, 
and off-Broadway experimental produc-
tions. To add to his meager stage earnings, 
Kort worked as a stock-exchange clerk, an 
usher, a mailman and a museum lecturer, 
and continued to study on a scholarship at 
the New School of Social Research. Then 
Uncle Sam made him an Entertainment 
Specialist, giving him a chance to do a 
national radio show every week before 
shipping him to the Pacific to organize, 
direct and perform in GI productions. 
When he was discharged, Kort enrolled in 
the American Theater Wing Professional 
Training Program. Soon his age and 
dialect characterizations began to be heard 
on such shows as Gangbusters, Crime 
Photographer and City Hospital. Kort 
is married to Gerry Lock, an actress. They 
have a two-and-a-half-year-old son and 
live in Manhattan. (Continued on page 10) 
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