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IN THE MUSICAL MERCHANDISE FIELD-(Continued from page 143)

Guild of Banjoists, Mandolinists and
Guitarists Holds Meeting in Toledo

Twenty-fourth Annual Convention of This Organization Meets at the Hotel Waldorf in That City
With Program Covering Four Days-Manufacturers Well Represented at Gathering

TOLEDO, 0., June 5.-The American Guild
of Banjoists, Mandolinists and Guitarists
opened its twenty-fourth annual convention at
the Hotel Waldorf late in May with a program
to cover four days and members were in attend-
ance from every section of the country. W.
J. Derr, Toledo, was convention manager. The
first day of the meeting the hotel was as busy
as a beehive, with members trying new instru-
ments and rehearsing for the concerts which
were a big part of the convention.

On Monday the business sessions opened on
the mezzanine floor of the Waldorf. President
Walter J. Holt, of Washington, D. C., called the
convention to order and an address of welcome
by Hon. Bernard F. Brough, mayor of Toledo,
to which President Holt responded, was the
opening gun. Then came the reading of the
minutes of the last meeting. Following which
the secretary -treasurer, Miss S. Franklin Har-
vey, submitted her report for the year. A fea-
ture of this was the announcement that the Guild
has enjoyed a substantial increase in membership

in all departments-trade, life, associate and pro-
fessional-the increase amounting to about 50
per cent. This fine showing was made possible
by advertising in co-operation with dealer mem-
bers. A historical sketch of the Guild was pub-
lished during the year, giving a picture of the
early days of the body. A new Guild directory
was also issued.

Then the matter of issuing an official Guild
organ independent of any outside affiliation was
discussed. It was decided to appoint a commit-
tee to consider the question and report at a
later meeting. George Krick, of Philadelphia,
was made chairman.

The president appointed the nominating Com-
mittee, naming George Krick chairman and W.
D. Moyer his aid. The chairman then appoint-
ed Claude Rowden, William Edward Foster
and Mrs. A. C. Lorenz as other members.

The afternoon session, which had scheduled
a historical review of the fretted instrument
as an educational factor, was dispensed with in
order to hold a rehearsal for the artists' recital
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on Monday evening and the grand festival con-
cert on Tuesday. After the rehearsals G. F.
Chapin, of the Standard Musical String Mfg.
Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y., addressed the conven-
tion on the process of making strings, going
into elaborate details.

The keynote of the gathering was better un-
derstanding and co-operation between the trade
and the teachers. There is at present a feel-
ing that one is a competitor of the other, which
does not work to the best advantages of the
association.

Dealers Hook Up With Convention
Local dealers advertised the convention

and the instruments used by the artists. Grin-
nell Bros. used special display ads, welcoming
the visitors. They also offered their music
hall for rehearsals and opened a box office
for the sale of tickets for the festival concert.
A. R. Cummings, manager of the small goods
department of the store, was especially active in
promoting the success of the convention.

The list of exhibitors included the Bacon
Banjo Co., Groton, Conn. Fred J. Bacon per-
sonally was in charge of this exhibit,' which
drew much interest. The tenor banjo was a
feature, as was the $400 B. & D. Silver Bell and
other models. Chas. Rothermel, Chicago ban-
joist, assisted in this display room. Bacon's All -
Star Silver Bell Banjo Orchestra, the average
age of whose members is 55 years, was one of
the outstanding features of the gathering. Its
members are F. J. Bacon, Groton, Conn.; F. S.
Morrow, Harrisburg, Pa.; A. R. Cummings, To-
ledo; Wm. C. Stahl, Milwaukee; B. J. Clark,
Minneapolis; George A. Peate, Montreal; Fred C.
Meyer, Philadelphia; Walter J. Holt, Washing-
ton; W. J. Smith, New York; W. J. Derr, To-
ledo, and Arling Schaeffer. Chicago.

The display of Gibson, Inc., Kalamazoo,
Mich., was in charge of Frank B. Campbell, sales
and advertising manager.

Ludwig & Ludwig, Chicago, had an exhibit
under the supervision of F.. D. Weatherington,
of the sales department. Drums and banjos
were the principal items on display.

On Monday evening there was held at the
Waldorf Hotel an artists' recital for registered
members only which really represented a test
between the old and the new, the artist and the
corner, in which Fred J. Bacon was shown to
great advantage. Other numbers were by W.
J. Derr's Mandolin Orchestra, Toledo; The Gib-
son Trio, Haug, McQuillen & Landas, a banjo
Sextette, with Claude Rowden as conductor, and
solos by Loretta Tabaka, Chicago, I1andola
Solo; Hazel Ruth Templeton, Sioux City, Ia.,
harp solo; Julius Bellson, St. Paul, tenor banjo
solo, and Charles Rothermel, Chicago, ukulele
solo.

At the business session on Tuesday the fol-
lowing officers were elected: President, Walter
J. Holt, Washington, D. C.; vice-president, Wil-
liam B. Griffith, Atlanta, Ga.; secretary -treas-
urer, Miss S. Franklin Harvey, Washington, D.
C., and field secretary, James H. Johnstone,
Kalamazoo, Mich., all of whom were re-elected.
The new board of directors consists of Wil-
liam Edward Foster, New York; Mrs. Roy El-
wood Scott, San Diego, Cal.; W. W. Moyer,
Harrisburg, Pa.; Albert Bellson, St. Paul, Minn.;
Carl L. Ostrander, Seattle, Wash., and Paul
Jacqueline, Haverhill, Mass.

The movement to have the Guild publish
an official organ was discussed at considerable
length and it was finally decided to limit the
publication to a quarterly bulletin.

Arling Schaeffer, Chicago, was appointed chair-
man of the committee to draft a bill for the
licensing of music teachers to be presented to
the Legislature and the Guild will endeavor
to secure the co-operation of all legitimate mu-
sic teachers in the movement.

The afternoon session was abandoned to per-
mit of rehearsals for the grand festival con-
cert at the Auditorium on Tuesday evening.

Wednesday was given over to the consider-
ation of resolutions and routine business.


