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Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar 

Drama Program 

Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar was the last surviving network 
dramatic show after the inception of television. From 1949 to 
its demise in 1962., Johnny Dollar entertained those detective 
fans who had not yet been seduced by "the tube." Yours Truly, 

Johnny Dollar and Suspense were the last two original radio 
dramatic series produced for the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 

tem (CBS), and they ended their run on 3o September 1962. 
The radio series recounted the detective cases of Johnny 

Dollar, "America's fabulous freelance insurance investigator." 
He would often receive his assignments from Pat McCracken 
of the Universal Adjustment Bureau, a clearinghouse for sev- 

eral insurance firms. Hartford, Connecticut, the headquarters 
for many major insurance companies, was his home base, but 
his assignments took him all over the world. His investiga- 
tions of such matters as stolen jewels, paintings, or furs; miss- 

ing persons; and insurance fraud of various types would 
inevitably lead to a murder investigation and an encounter 
with the criminal element. However, Johnny Dollar could take 
care of himself; he could be as hard -boiled as the toughest 
detective. His wisecracking betrayed a cynical attitude, and 
his encounters with women certainly resulted in some sugges- 

tive language. 
Johnny Dollar was a confirmed bachelor, although he did 

have a girlfriend, Betty Lewis, who appeared occasionally. He 

was basically a loner, and each story was told from his first - 

person point of view. "Dollar" was a metaphor for the detec- 
tive's interest in money. Described as the detective "with the 
action -packed expense account," he tallied each and every 
expenditure, no matter how small. Each show concluded with 
the revelation of his total expenses, as if dictating a memoran- 
dum to his employer, before he signed off with "yours truly, 
Johnny Dollar." 

The series premiered on 11 February 1949 with a 3o- 
minute episode entitled "The Parakoff Policy," in which the 
insured was being held for the murder of Mr. Parakoff. Johnny 
Dollar's encounter with Parakoff's widow allowed for some 
suggestive dialogue. Paul Dudley and Gil Doud wrote the pilot 
script for the series, and actor Dick Powell auditioned for the 
title role on 8 December 1948, but he went on to star in Rich- 

ard Diamond, Private Detective instead. Charles Russell was 
the first of six radio actors to play Johnny Dollar on the air. 

Russell played the role as the stereotypical hard -boiled investi- 
gator with his own little quirks, such as flipping silver dollars 
to hotel bellboys. 

Russell played the role of Johnny Dollar for one year, 
through 34 half -hour episodes. Edmond O'Brien assumed the 
role in February 1950, starring in 103 episodes until Septem- 

ber 1952, and John Lund continued in the role for the next 
two years, starring in 92 episodes through September 1954, 
when the show was canceled, probably because of a lack of 

sponsorship. Most often the shows were broadcast on a sus- 

taining basis. Wrigley's gum had the longest continuous spon- 
sorship, from to March 1953 to 10 August 1954. 

Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar returned to the air in October 

1955 with a new format, star, and producer /writer /director. 
Instead of the 3o- minute series format, the show moved to a 

serial format, with five 15- minute episodes per week. The lis- 

teners seemed to like this format because it allowed more time 
for story and character development -75 minutes each week, 

including commercials or other promotional material, of 
course. They liked the new star as well. Bob Bailey played 
Johnny Dollar as a more caring and less cynical and hard - 
boiled investigator. Bailey's portrayal made the hero seem more 

human, but nevertheless a tough and smart detective. Gerald 
Mohr, who had played the lead in The Adventures of Philip 
Marlowe, made an audition tape on 29 August 1955, but it 
never aired. Jack Johnstone, who was responsible for the new 

directions in the program, began producing and directing the 

show at this time, and he contributed several scripts before the 

series ended in 1962. 
Bailey played in 55 of these weekly serials before November 

1956, when CBS reverted back to the original 30- minute, 
once -a -week format. Continuing until 27 November 196o, 
Bailey played in 203 episodes, more than any other star of the 

series. At that time, the show was moved from Hollywood, 
where it had been produced from its beginning, to New York 

City. Robert Readick assumed the role on 4 December 1960 
and played in z8 episodes until r 1 June 1961, when Mandel 
Kramer took the part. Kramer played Johnny Dollar for 69 

episodes until the series ended with the last case, "The Tip -Off 

Matter," on 3o September 1962. 
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