
POP 

THE CURE 

Disintegration 
PRODUCERS: Robert Smith, David M. Allen 
Elektra 60855 
Pouty U.K. band led by Robert Smith 
returns stripped down to the bone on 
this melancholic, moody, and 
occasionally psychedelic 10 -song 
collection. Album leans toward the 
act's sparse sound of the early '80s 
and has already found a hit with the 
forceful "Fascination Street," which 
has clicked outside the traditional 
college and alternative 
perimeters. "Lullaby," "Love Song," 
or the brilliant "Pictures Of You" are 
easy single contenders. 

SWING OUT SISTER 

Kaleidoscope World 
PRODUCER: Paul Staveley O'Duffy 
Fontana /PolyGram 838293 

The group continues -pared down 
from a trio to duo-as a latter -day 
Sergio Mendes & Brasil 66. From the 
jazzy, sleek arrangements to Corinne 
Drewery's silky lead vocals, the band 
should have no trouble topping last 
year's gold debut. Best cuts: first 
single, "Waiting Game "; "You On My 
Mind "; and "Between Strangers." 
Should positively soar up AC charts 
and make considerable gains on top 40 
radio. 

CUTTING CREW 

The Scattering 
PRODUCERS: Peter -John Vettese, Don Gehman, 
Cutting Crew 
Virgin 91239 

Second effort from British quartet 
follows up its gold debut with a 
strong set of dark pop tunes. There's 
a new maturity in the instrumentation 
as well as in lead singer Nick Van 
Eede's vocals. Best among the bunch 
are the Celtic title track, ballad 
"Everything But My Pride," and the 
first single, "(Between A) Rock And A 
Hard Place," which will help re- 
establish the band and bridge the 
lighter material of the last album and 
this one. 

WANG CHUNG 

The Warmer Side Of Cool 
PRODUCER: Peter Wolf 
Geffen 24222 

Everybody might have fun tonight 
with the latest from this duo, which is 
ready for another hit. It could come 
with single "Praying To A New God," 
while "Snakedance" sounds like the 
next -best choice from this smartly 
produced chunk of unambitious yet 
tuneful pop material. 

MICHAEL MORALES 
PRODUCERS: Roy Thomas Baker, Michael Morales 
Wing /PolyGram 835810 

So now we know what it would have 
sounded like if Rick Springfield had 
fronted the Cars -and ex -Car Elliot 
Easton even plays lead guitar on two 
cuts. Morales, a 25-year -old from San 
Antonio, Texas, has gotten the pop 
radio pattern down pat first time out 
with memorable hooks and a clean, 
catchy sound. First single, "Who Do 
You Give Your Love To," is already 
climbing up the Hot 100 and the 
album is chock -full of suitable follow - 
ups, including "Romeo," "I Don't 
Want You No More," and "Hey Lori!" 

ROYAL CRESCENT MOB 

Spin The World 
PRODUCERS: Richard Gottehrer & Eric Calvi 
Sire 25914 

Punky funksters from Columbus, 
Ohio, continue their good -foot ways 
on Sire debut. Tracks here aren't 
quite as manic as before, but are 

more melodically and rhythmically 
varied. Punching, yell -along "Big 
World" gets 'em going in concert and 
could do the trick on modern rock 
airwaves as well. 

ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK 

Earth Girls Are Easy 
PRODUCERS: Various 
Sire 25835 

Soundtrack to sci -fi comedy starring 
Oscar winner Geena Davis and 
comedienne /musician /screenwriter 
Julie Brown boasts an unusual array 
of tracks with cross -format appeal. 
Top 40 should pop for Daryl Hall & 
John Oates' cover of the O'Jays' 
"Love Train," while modern rockers 
will home in on tunes by Depeche 
Mode and the Jesus & Mary Chain. 

ROBBY KRIEGER 

No Habla 
PRODUCER: Robby Krieger 
I.R.S. 82004 

Doors -man brings his inimitable 
guitar sound to an all- instrumental 
program for I.R.S.'s No Speak 
subsidiary. Remakes of his former 
band's "Wild Child" and "You're Lost 
Little Girl" are attractive entrees for 
album rock and fusion -oriented jazz 
outlets. 

ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST 

Jerome Robbins' Broadway 
PRODUCER: Jay David Saks 
RCA Victor 60150 

This is big hit show minus the 
choreography, of course. What's here 
is a treat to the ear - joyous excerpts 
from the choreographer /director's 
main triumphs, such as "On The 
Town," "The King & I," "West Side 
Story," and "Fiddler On The Roof." 
Even if it focuses on one man's 
career, this two-CD package reads 
like a Broadway's -greatest -hits 
package. 

MAUREEN TUCKER 

Life In Exile After Abdication 
PRODUCER: Maureen Tucker 
50 Skadillion Watts MOE 7 

Velvet Underground founding 
mother /drummer beats out another 
noisy, stompin' set with assistance 
from members of Sonic Youth and 1/2 
Japanese. Velveteen drones frame the 
"Andy" tribute, and awkward duet 
"Do It Right" is similarly endearing. 
Also features covers of "Goodnight 
Irene" and "Bo Diddley," as well an 
an anesthetized version of VU fave 
"Pale Blue Eyes," one of the two 
tracks featuring Lou Reed on lead 
guitar. 

BILL DRUMMOND 
The Man 
PRODUCER: True Genius 
Restless /Bar None 72608 

Scottish impresario behind Echo & the 
Bunnymen, Teardrop Explodes, 
Zodiac Mindwarp, and others turns 
singer /songwriter with a widely 
varied sampler of his distinctive 
talents. "True To The Trail" and 
"Queen Of The South" are ear - 
catching instrumentals, while "I Want 
That Girl" and "I'm King Of Joy" are 
infectious Brit -soul numbers. Also 
included is modest musical proposal 
"Julian Cope Is Dead," a response to 
Cope's "Bill Drummond Said." 

BLACK 

SPECIAL ED 

Youngest In Charge 
PRODUCER: Howie Tee 
Profile 1280 

Great name for one of rap's newest 
and more promising acts. Sixteen - 
year-old is no less posturing than the 
rest, but he doesn't wallow in 
machismo and there's a good- natured 
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SPOTLIGHT 

CYNDI LAUPER 

A Night To Remember 
PRODUCERS: Cyndi Lauper & Lennie Petze, Phil 
Ramone, E.T. Thorngren 
Epic 44318 

Mercury- voiced singer didn't match 
the quadruple platinum success of her 
debut with her last album, but new 
offering could get off to a good start 
with solid single, "I Drove All Night." 
Like that tune, much of the album 
was co-penned by Billy Steinberg and 
Tom Kelly, who contribute somewhat 
unchallenging settings this time 
around. However, writing pair's effort 
with Divinyls' Christina Amphlett, 
"Like A Cat," is of interest. 

lightheartedness that permeates the 
whole effort. 

OAKTOWN'S 3 -5 -7 

Wild & Loose 
PRODUCER: M.C. Hammer 
Capitol 90926 
Hammer's West Coast -based female 
trio holds its own with a tight grip on 
this set of hard -edged rap tunes. Fab 
video for the first single, "Yeah, 
Yeah, Yeah," is opening eyes and ears 
to the girls' fierce beats and rhymes. 
Personality and verve shine through 
the grooves, especially on the cuts 
"It's A Shame," "I Betcha Wanna 
Take It," and "Say That Then." 

JUNE POINTER 
PRODUCERS: Various 
Columbia 44315 

Pointer called in the big guns for her 
first Columbia project and second solo 
album: David Foster, Narada Michael 
Walden, Carole Bayer Sager, Phil 
Ramone-they're all here. The result 
is a slick effort that works best when 
the emphasis is placed squarely on 
Pointer's considerable vocal power, 
such as on "Why Can't We Be 
Together" and "How Long (Don't 
Make Me Wait.)" 

COOKIE CREW 

Born This Way 
PRODUCERS: Daddy -O & D.B.C.; Davy D, Derek B 
FFRR / PolyGram 828134 
British female rap duo has a clean, 
melodic sound that hits like a breath 
of fresh air. First single didn't really 
go anywhere, but second choice, "Got 
To Keep On," should fare better. Also 
noteworthy are "From The South" 
and "Dazzle's Theme." 

CHUCKII BOOKER 

Chuckii 
PRODUCER: Chuckii Booker 
Atlantic 81947 

Session player for such artists as 
Kool & the Gang, Vanessa Williams, 
and Gerald Albright, Booker has 
learned his musical lessons well. 
Debut is filled with fun R &B 
midtempo and dance tunes that could 
cross over to pop with the right push. 
First single, "Turn Away," is a good 
start. Possible follow -ups include the 
funky "Touch" and "Let Me Love U." 

JAZZ 

SHIRLEY HORN 

Close Enough For Love 
PRODUCER: Richard Seidel 
Verve 837933 

Without an ounce of strain or an iota 
of overstatement, singer /pianist Horn 
demonstrates anew that she is in a 
class by herself in terms of taste and 
subtle soulfulness. Studio set of love 
songs features the leader in a trio 
setting, augmented on half the tracks 
by first -rate tenorist Buck Hill. 
Beautiful record is a cinch for trad- 
oriented jazz stations. 

CHET BAKER 

The Best Thing For You 
PRODUCER: Don Sebesky 
A &M 0832 

Cassette /CD -only issue, part of 
mammoth A &M jazz release this 
month, should benefit from interest in 
Baker documentary "Let's Get Lost." 
Trumpeter /singer is in terrific 
company on hitherto-unreleased 1977 
date: Sidemen include Paul Desmond, 
Tony Williams, Ron Carter, Kenny 
Barron, John Scofield, and Richie 
Beirach. Caliber of performances 
makes one wonder why this one went 
unissued. 

THE PHIL WOODS QUINTET 
Bouquet 
PRODUCER: Carl E. Jefferson 
Concord Jazz 377 

Altoist is caught live at the 1987 
Concord -Fujitsu Festival in Tokyo, 
making plenty out of such unlikely 
material as the theme from "Star 
Trek." Woods has never lost his will 
to swing, and players like pianist Hal 
Galper and trumpeter Tom Harrell 
keep the flame up high. 

RED RODNEY QUINTET 
No Turn On Red 

PRODUCER: Garry Dial 
Denon 73149 

Pianist Dial and sax man Dick Oatts, 
who earlier this year distinguished 
themselves with their own DMP 
album, have built a comfortable home 
for veteran Rodney and his be -bop 
trumpet. Playing by all hands and 
playback quality are first -rate; the 
set's six crisp originals already sound 
like standards on first listen. 

COUNTRY 

REBA McENTIRE 

Sweet Sixteen 
PRODUCERS: Jimmy Bowen, Reba McEntire 
MCA 6294 

McEntire continues to work around 
the edges of traditional country. 
While her voice is still gloriously 
powerful, she is marring it with 
affectations that divert rather than 
focus attention. Lots of upbeat 
material here. 

KENNY ROGERS 

Something Inside So Strong 
PRODUCERS: Jim Ed Norman, Steve Dorff 
Reprise 25792 

Too pop and overproduced for 
conventional country tastes -even the 
much -heralded cosmic cowboy space 
myth, "Planet Texas." However, 
Rogers' duet with Anne Murray, "If I 
Ever Fall In Love Again," and his 
pairing with Ricky Skaggs and 
Sharon White, "The Vows Go 
Unbroken (Always True To You)," are 
standouts. 

WAYLON JENNINGS 

New Classic Waylon 
PRODUCERS: Jimmy Bowen, Waylon Jennings 
MCA 42287 

Hits from Jennings' last four albums, 
including "Working Without A Net," 
"Rose In Paradise," "If Ole Hank 
Could Only See Us Now," and "Which 
Way Do I Go (Now That I'm Gone)." 

EDDY RAVEN 

Temporary Sanity 
PRODUCER: Barry Beckett 
Universal 76003 

In this outing, Raven relies more on 
the tricks of production than on the 
power of his remarkably pure voice. 
Best cuts: "Island," "A Woman's 
Place," and "In A Letter To You." 

CARL PERKINS 

Born To Rock 
PRODUCERS: Brent Maher, Don Potter 
Universal 76001 

Perkins' trademark rockabilly 
numbers here offer little that is new 
or memorable. But in the softer, more 
reflective songs, such as "A Lifetime 
Last Night," "Till I Couldn't Stand No 
More," and "Love Makes Dreams 
Come True," he is masterfully 
moving. 

CLASSICAL 

MOZART: SERENADE IN B FLAT, K.36I 

Members, Orchestra of the 18th Century, 
Brliggen 
Philips 422338 

The use of period instruments 
provides this familiar masterpiece for 
13 winds with subtle, albeit real, 
shifts in expected balances. These 
expert players blend and then emerge 
from the concerted texture with a 
clarity all too rare in competing 
versions. 

MENDELSSOHN: SYMPHONY NO. 4; PIANO 
CONCERTO NO. 1; VIOLIN CONCERTO 

Christopher Kite, Benjamin Hudson, The Hanover 
Band, Goodman 
Nimbus 5158 

Period- instrument performances 
continue to move into later music with 
results that tease the ear into a new 
measure of attention. Of the 
concertos, the piano work comes over 
somewhat better than the violin piece, 
although the soloist in the latter is 
certainly competent. Performances 
are lively and engaging. 

THE BAROQUE FLUTE 

Jeanne Baxtresser, Toronto Chamber Orchestra, 
Andrew Davis 
ProArte /Fanfare 405 
Baxtresser, the solo flutist of the 
New York Philharmonic, has a 
wonderful sound and a fluent 
technique. But she also brings 
superior musicianship to bear in these 
spirited readings of a C.P.E. Bach 
Concerto and a Sonata by J.S. himself. 
Davis is an able partner as conductor 
in the concerto and as a somewhat 
restrained harpsichordist in the 
sonata. Excellent sound, particularly 
in the former work. 

SPOTLIGHT: Predicted to hit top 10 on Bill- 
board's Top Pop Albums chart or to earn plati- 
num certification. 

NEW & NOTEWORTHY: Highlights new and 
developing acts worthy of attention and other 
releases of special interest. 

PICKS: Releases predicted to hit the top half 
of the chart in the format listed. 

RECOMMENDED: Other releases predicted 
to chart in the respective format; also, other al- 
bums of superior quality. 

All albums commercially available in the 
U.S. are eligible. Send review copies to Melinda 
Newman, Billboard, 1515 Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. 10036, and Chris Morris, Billboard, 
9107 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
90210. Send country and gospel albums to 
Ed Morris, Billboard, 49 Music Square W., 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203. 
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