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General News 

1976 a Booming Year For Concerts Forest 
ORDINANCE THROWN OUT Promoter 

Says Tours 
On Upbeat 

By NAT FREEDLAND 
LOS ANGELES -Look for 1976 

to go down as the greatest concert 
year in history. That is the prediction 
of promoter David Forest, whose 
Fun Productions here has just 
wrapped up seven Cat Stevens dates 
and two David Bowie shows to start 
off his own 1976 in booming style. 

"I expect the bicentennial year to 
be filled with incredible superstar 
tours of stadiums and arenas, ac- 
cording to current indications be- 
hind the scene," says Forest, a 10- 
year music industry veteran al- 
though he is Only 27. "I think Strei- 
sand will be touring, the Moody 
Blues will get back together for at 
least a tour, the Rolling Stones and 
Bob Dylan will go back on the road 
next year and Paul McCartney is 
coming with Wings." 

Forest sees his own rapid but 
hard -won rise in concert promotion 
as reflecting the solid health of the 
business. Started only two years ago, 
Fun has expanded from specializing 
in California secondary markets 
like Fresno, Sacramento and Bakers- 
field to its first stadium concerts 
coming this summer. 

In August at the 65,000- capacity 
Anaheim Stadium, Forest will 
present ZZ Top and in September he 
will bring in Aerosmith, which sold 
out its first Forum date Dec. 5 for 
Fun. 

"We had groups like ZZ Top, 
Bachman -Turner Overdrive and 
Kiss in places like Fresno and at the 
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium on 
their way up in 1974," says Forest. 
"Now it's starting to pay off big. For 
example, we have Kiss in five cities 

(Continued on page 22) 

RUNNING BATTLE 

Ticket Scalping To 
Continue In Vegas 

By HANDORD SEARL 
LAS VEGAS -After two months 

of debating and amending. the 
Clark County Commission has 
thrown out a proposed ticket scalp- 
ing ordinance which would have 
made the practice illegal at local 
rock concerts as well as Strip Show- 
rooms. 

The seven -member commission 
voted 4 -3 to kill the ordinance 
sparked by commissioner David 
Canter who warned the county - 
elected officials would be creating 
another "victimless crime" to drain 
the police department reserves. 

"It is an indefensible interference 
on the liberty of the citizens who are 
affected by it," says Canter. 

The creation of the ordinance was 
prompted by controversial ticket 
sales for the Oct. 2 debut of rock su- 
perstar Elton John at the Las Vegas 
Convention Center. About 2,560 
tickets or 25% of the total 7,200 tick- 
ets were held back for the band, yips, 
local promotion and paying guests, 
according to promoter Mike Kelly of 
Rawhide Productions. 

As a result, only 4,500 tickets, at $9 
each, went on sales and were gone in 
45 minutes, many to organized 
scalping teams which in turn sold 
the tickets to the public at prices 
from $25 -$100 each. 

The proposed ordinance would 
have made it unlawful for private 
citizens to sell tickets to an event at a 
public place such as the Convention 
Center for more than the listed price. 
Licensed ticket outlets would only 
be allowed to charge 20% more than 
the listed price. 

"A ticket agent could sell it for 

Shelter Sues Leon Russell, 
Says He's An Exclusive Act 

LOS ANGELES- Another piece 
in the legal jigsaw puzzle developing 
over Shelter Records has appeared 
in Superior Court here. 

Shelter has filed suit against 
Claude Russell Bridges, aka Leon 
Russell and Scissor Tail Inc.. asking 
the court to declare valid contracts 
between plaintiff and defendants 

which make Russell an exclusive art- 
ist of Shelter. 

A February 1972 Shelter- Scissor 
Tail pact provides that Russell do 
two LPs annually, in return for 
which Dennis Cordell Lavarack of 
the label agreed to a 10% of 90% of 
suggested retail list royalty. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Taiwan Labels Ignore Antipiracy Laws 
By RADCLIFFE JOE 

NEW YORK -Ever heard of Jen 
Sheng, Yung Feng, Iant and First 
Records? Well, neither have CBS, 
RCA, Avco and Elektra /Asylum 
Records. Yet many of their key art- 
ists, including John Denver, Bruce 
Springsteen, Art Garfunkel, Paul Si- 
mon, the Who, Jefferson Starship, 
Pink Floyd and Linda Ronstadt are 
appearing on these labels in Taiwan 
and other off -shore islands. 

The labels with the strange - 
sounding names are controlled by 
unauthorized music duplicators 
based in the Republic of China. 
They account for the sale of a stag- 
gering 500,000 albums by American 
and European acts each month in 
Taiwan alone. Sources close to the 
Taiwan market hesitate to even 
speculate on the combined monthly 
sales figures to the Chinese domestic 
and export markets. 

That record piracy continues to 
flourish in Taiwan despite recent re- 
visions of the island's antipiracy 
laws, rests largely with the fact that 
with the exception of Decca and 
Deutsche Grammophon, no foreign 
label has either a licensee or a press- 
ing plant in Taiwan. 

(Continued on page 66) 

Musicor Catalog To 
Springboard Intl 

NEW YORK- Inking of a 
Springboard International deal to 
acquire rights to Musicor Records' 
catalog is expected this week. 

Masters by such artists as Gene 
Pitney, George Jones, Melba Mont- 
gomery and the Platters, among oth- 
ers, are involved in the transaction. 

(Continued on page 66) 

120% but a person who buys it can't 
sell it for one dime more than he 
paid without committing a crime," 
continued Canter. 

As originally written, the ordi- 
nance applied to all commercial en- 
tertainment ventures and not just 
events conducted at public places. 
Commissioner Tom Wiesner au- 
thored the change, saying it was not 
acceptable to control private enter- 
prise and competitive ticket prices. 

That original ordinance was ta- 
bled by commissioners and may pos- 
sibly be resurrected at a latter date 
for still another vote. 

KKK LASHED 
BY DANIELS 

ON SONG USE 
NASHVILLE -Artist Charlie 

Daniels has lashed out at the Ku 
Klux Klan for using one of his songs 
as background music for radio com- 
mercials- without his permission. 

"I'm damn proud of the South. 
but I sure as hell am not proud of the 
Ku Klux Klan," Daniels says after 
learning of the unauthorized use of 
his song "The South's Gonna Do It 
Again." The song is an ode to the 
new South and such Southern rock 
bands as the Allman Brothers, Mar- 
shall Tucker Band and Barefoot 
Jerry. 

"I wrote the song about the land I 

love and my brothers. It was not 
written to promote hate groups." 

Klan officials used the song to 
help promote rallies in Louisiana. A 
KKK official confirmed the group 
was trying to establish a new image, 
but would refrain from using any 
more Daniels songs in the future. 
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Phonogram Converting To 
Remote Processing System 

CHICAGO -Phonodisc, the dis- 
tribution arm of the Polygram 
Group, will introduce a remote Elec- 
tronic Data Processing system in 
1976 to provide highly detailed and 
instantaneous marketing data to 
Phonogram /Mercury and Polydor 
Records. 

The innovation is part of the re- 
structuring and improving of the 
distribution arm that began April 1 

with the selection of David 
O'Connell as president. 

The restructuring also involved 
changing from a regional concept to 
a branch concept, and six ware- 
houses have been consolidated into 

three main depots serving Il 
branches throughout the country. 
The depots are in Union, N.J., In- 
dianapolis and Sun Valley, Calif. A 
fourth depot is under consideration. 

"The first avenue of coordination 
is at the branch, and the refinements 
employed in this system, while cost- 
ing more money in air shipments as 
a trade -off for the cost of main- 
taining additional facilities, is result- 
ing in better control through less lay- 
ers of communication, and increased 
services, such as ad revenues to a 
particular area," O'Connell re- 
marked during a national sales 
meeting here. 

ExecutiveTurntable 

SMITH HARLAN MENDELSOHN SHAND 

Joe Smith moves from president of Warner Bros. Records, with whom he 
started 14 years ago as national promotion chief, to chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer of Elektra /Asylum Records. Mo Ostin assumes the WB 
Records presidency as well as remaining chairman of the board. Smith re- 
places David Geffen, who resigned the post to become vice chairman of 
Warner Bros. Inc. Geffen will also serve as advisor to the Warner Communi- 
cation Record Group.... Herb Mendelsohn to president from vice president, 
marketing, and R.A. Harlan, vice president, operations, to executive vice presi- 
dent, a new position at ABC Record and Tape Sales. Mendelsohn replaces 
Mike Mallardi now corporate treasurer, ABC Inc. 

* * * 
Harry Losk, veteran marketing executive with Handleman, Lieberman 

and the now defunct Transcon, returns to the industry with Phonogram /Mer- 
cury, replacing Jules Abramson as national sales manager. Abramson was ele- 
vated to senior vice president and director of marketing.... Mac Hardy, for a 
quarter- century boss of production at Capitol's various pressing plants, retires 
at 65 at year's end. He was for two decades at the Scranton plant.... The a &r 
slot at Prodigal Records, Detroit, has been discontinued and Jack Ashford has 
left the label. 

* * * 

Ron Kramer has been elected vice president and general manager of Capi- 
tol Records' Beechwood /Glenwood Music firms. effective Jan. 1. He moves 
from Dick James Music, where he was West Coast head and directed creative 
affairs.... Hal Yoergler has been elevated to director of creative activities at 
ABC Music. He was formerly West Coast professional manager. ... Former 
Tree Publishing staff writer, Randy Wallace, has moved from Nashville to Los 
Angeles tojoin the professional staff at UA Music.... John Appollo, formerly 
in insurance, is new in the general licensing department of BM I. Los Angeles. 
... Sonny Gordon joins Spoone and Cooga Music as professional manager 
from Josco Music. ... Dewayne Orender has joined Young /Deacon Publica- 
tion as general manager of its publishing firms. 

* * * 
David Woodward has been named national promotion director for Inter- 

national Record Distributing Assn., Nashville.... Carl Walters, music director 
and head DJ, and Steve Cowan, manager, DJ and promo chief. have left the 
Woods, Fairfax, Calif., disco, to become indie promoters.... Jim David joins 
the Burt Bacharach -Hal David ASCAP firms at their new L.A. quarters from 
Landers -Roberts, where he was in publishing. Kathy Carey also joins from 
Richard Perry's office. 

* * * 
At Chappell Music, Frank Military joins the firm as vice president, crea- 

tive. Since 1970, Military was co- president, Circus Maximus, which was sold 
recently. Phil Mahfouz, formerly director of copyright, becomes vice president, 
administration.... Roy Dee promoted to executive producer, country music, 
RCA, Nashville.... Annie Shand named general manager of the new Virgin 
Records offices in New York. She was international manager for the label.... 
Jud Phillips joins Phonogram /Mercury as director, East Coast a &r, replacing 
Charlie Each, upped to general manager and executive vice president. ... C. 
Charles Smith elected an executive president at the Handleman Company. He 
joined the firm in May 1974 as vice president, finance, and was subsequently 
named treasurer. 

* * * 
Stu Fine moves from RCA publicity writer to manager, East Coast a &r, 

Arista Records Cleveland's Ed Strait moves to New York as national label 
coordinator for Nemperor Records.... Richard Meixner named manager of 
customer service for the Viewlex companies.... Lei Lott appointed executive 
assistant and director of artist relations at WMOT Records.... Steve Feld joins 
Morton Wax public relations, New York. 

Sharyl Story, who left her own independent consulting firm tojoin Hitachi 
(Continued on page 17) 
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