
AMERICAN PASTIME 
THREE DOG NIGHT-ABC ABCD 928 (6.981 

This one may come as a surprise to the 
group's older fans. The mix still focuses 
on vocal harmonies but the songs are r&b 
and disco for the most part. "Hang On," 
"Mellow Down" and "Everybody Is A 
Masterpiece" are pacesetters, the rhythm 
section rising in importance as the 
American pastime continues to dance. 

FREE AND IN LOVE 
MILLIE JACKSON-Spring SP 16709 (Polydor) 

(6.98) 

Part three of Ms. Jackson's trilogy main- 
tains the disco sensibility while reaching 
out to broad (and more traditional) r&b 
roots as well. The cuts are tight and never 
lose their focus. "A House for Sale," "I'm 
Free" and the already standard "Feel Like 
Making Love" keep the pace up. 

WHERE IS THE LOVE 
MARGARET SINGANA-Casablanca NBLP 7026 

(6.98) 

Sedaka's "That's Where the Music Takes 
Me" takes on surprising vitality under a 

disco treatment while offering undebat- 
able evidence of Ms. Singana's ability to 
generate excitement. Recorded in South 
Africa, the Ip is highlighted by the title 
track and "Many Rivers to Cross." 
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CONSIDER THE SOURCE 
CREATIVE SOURCE-Polydor PD -1-6065 16.98) 

There's a nice contrast between formal E_7 

club -oriented soul and the get -down 
street sound. "There's No Substitute" 
combines both elements, with Barbara 
Lewis' lead vocals carrying the bulk of 
the weight. "Singin' Funky Music Turns 
Me On" works similarly well with Don 
Wyatt taking lead. 

WORDS WE CAN DANCE TO 
STEVE GOODMAN-Asylum 7E-1061 (6.98) 

Goodman's following has been cultish to 
date for records, exhuberantly enthusiastic 
for his live performances. The showman's 
beginning to come through on vinyl, 
though, as the breadth of his writing and 
song choice expands. Humor, an expert 
guitar and a healthy self-image make him 
a top all-around entertainer. 

YANKEE REGGAE 
THE SHAKERS-Asylum 7E-1057 (6.98) 

California country gives way to California 
reggae? Seems to be the case for the 
Shakers, who've taken the rough edges 
off the Jamaican form and adapted the 
music to more typically western sounds. 
"Missing You," "Second Chance" and 
"Girl You Rock My Soul" make this reg- 
gae a veritable surfin' safari. 

TAXI DRIVER 
ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK-Arista AL 4079 (6.981 

The Bernard Herrmann score to the 
Martin Scorsese film should he familiar to 
the thousands who have seen the movie 
across the country. "Theme from 'Taxi 
Driver' " features an alto sax solo by Tom 
Scott, and there's a bit of narration from 
Robert De Niro opening the second side. 
See it, then listen. 

C 

9.1EPHEIRD., «.1 

{ 

ahouma vat: 

r, 

t 

I .A 

13 ic S ái 
w r `1,97 

. ! 
ct 

f tid 

~ 3F11cnt[Lnrdli 

1 

1-1 

; _ 

-; 

- 

ESCAPE FROM BABYLON 
MARTHA VELEZ-Sire SASD-7515 (ABC) (6.98) 

Critically acclaimed and respected by a 

host of international artists, Ms. Velez 
concentrates her energies here on reggae, 
with the inimitable Bob Marley produc- 
ing. "Wild Bird," "There You Are" and 
"Money Man" give the first side unbridled 
strength; "Get Up, Stand Up" is also a 

Marley Favorite. It's the great escape! 

THIS IS ONE GIRL 
MADELINE BELL-Pye 12128 (6.98) 
The ballads works best for Ms. Bell- 
"You've Got What It Takes" and "I Think 
I'm Getting Over You" strong vehicles on 
which she can display the range of her 
vocal abilities. Up -tempo: "I Always Seem 
To Wind Up Loving You" and "Dance, 
Dance, Dance" (the British hit). All are 
rendered beautifully, with tender soul. 

CHOCOLATE MOUNTAIN/WILSON 
PICKETT 

Wicked Records Alb. 9001 (6.981 

Wicked Pickett is back with a never -let- 
up disco set of ten songs, some original 
("It's Gonna Be Good," "How Will I Ever 
Know"), some more familiar ("Love Will 
Keep Us Together"! !). Produced by Brad 
Shapiro, with Pickett and Shapiro taking 
care of rhythm and horn arrangements. 

IAN LLOYD 
Polydor PD 1 6066 (6.98) 

Stories was a group that never really 
reached the level of popularity is justly 
aspired to. Individual members continue 
to resurface in different capacities, how- 
ever, picking up where the group left off. 
Pianist/vocalist Ian Lloyd is more a hard - 
rocker than a melodist. The result is high- 
powered and enthusiastic. 

WATERCOURSE WAY 
SHADOWFAX-Passport PPSD-98013 (ABC) (6.981 

Shades of Oregon with a bit of King 
Crimson to add punch, the blend most 
evident (and effective) on "The Water- 
course Way." Woodwinds, sitars, electric 
guitars and synthesizers cross paths, often 
via lush melodies and themes. "A Song 
For My Brother" is eerily haunting, great 
for late night FM programming. 

SIZZLE 
SAM RIVERS-ABC Impulse ASD-9316 (6.98) 
Generally considered among the avant 
garde, saxman/flutist/pianist Rivers plays 
a highly accessible set here. The opening 
"Dawn" is brightly textured, full of multi - 
note solo passages. The four cuts get 
progressively more complex, taking the 
listener gently into new territory, "Scud" 
leaving the future open. 

YOU CAN KNOW ALL I AM 
HOLLY NEAR-Redwood 3600 
With an FM following in support of her 
folk festival and political appearances, Ms. 
Near's ! is a collection of (mostly self - 
written) songs of love and political aware- 
ness. The arrangements lean toward rock, 
with country and folk overtones. The 
lyrics and her expressive soprano are the 
real focal points, though. 
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