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On The Mic with The Poetess 

By The Poetess 

un DMC 

What's up y'all, it's The Poetess back 
up in this piece to put you up on 
thangs. The Kings of Rock are back! 

Run DMC is getting ready to drop their long- 
awaited CD Crown Royal on Arista Records. The 
label made an announcement last December stat- 
ing that the album would be released February 
2001. Well...hang tight hip -hop fanatics, the proj- 
ect has been pushed to April 3. The 12 -song LP 

has been two years in the making and includes a 

host of hot guest rap and rock stars including 
Fred Durst, Jagged Edge, Kid Rock, Everlast, Nas, 
Prodigy of Mobb Deep, and Method Man. With a 

lineup like that, the legendary rappers are sure 
to deliver another righteous dose of their classic 
mixture of hip -hop and rock that they made 
popular in the late '80s. Recently, this style of 
music has macle a comeback, and Run DMC's 
timing couldn't bee better. Producers on Crown 
Royal include Jam Master Jay, DJ Lethal, Dante 
Ross, and my boy, DJ Homicide. These pioneers 
have been puttin' it down for damn near 20 

years and have definitely paved the way for 
today's rap artists. The trio (there's three of them, 
but they're not the Beatles) was the first rap 
group ever to achieve gold status with their 
album Run DMC in 1983, and the first to go plat- 
inum with the Kings of Rock in 1985. Not only 
that, Run DMC was also the first rap act to get 
their video played on MW and appear on 
American Bandstand and Saturday Night Live. 

Their influence on the culture includes fashion 
as well as music. Run DMC had every body 
rockin' Adidas and phat gold chains. Two singles 
have been released simultaneously from the 
highly anticipated Crown Royal: "Rock Show," 
which features Stephan Jenkins of Third Eye 
Blind, went out to Rock stations and "It's Over," 
featuring Jermaine Dupree, has hit Urban stations 
across the country. 

Sylk-E 
Look out y'all...here she comes. West Coast 

dime Sylk-E. Fyne is gettin' ready to break you 
off with her hard-hitting sophomore album Tha 
Cum Up. It's been almost three years since the 
release of her platinum hit "Romeo and Juliet." 
"I've been in the trenches training for the take - 

40 gavin 

over," says Sylk-E. Ms. Fyne has just signed a 
new recording contract with Rufftown 
Entertainment and is ready to roll. The rapstress 
has been holding her own since day one. At the 

beginning of her career you could catch Sylk-E 
Fyne at various industry functions bustin' 
rhymes to whoever would listen. She can still gc, 

round -for -round inside any rap cipher. Years of 
struggling in a male -dominated genre have 
made her the seasoned lyricist she is today. Tha 
Cum up features her homie Snoop Dogg, Bizzy 
Bone of Bone, Thugs & Harmony, and JT 
Money. Sylk-E Fyne prides herself as being the 
first female on the West Coast to achieve plat- 
inum status. Tha Cum Up hits stores April 20. 

IMG 

Imagine a million guns! What comes to mind? 
In one word poweii That's what the Bay Area's 
own EA -Ski and CMT are coming with on their 
forthcoming project IMG (Imagine a Million 
Gunz) on Infrared/75 Ark Records. This duo is 

no stranger to the game. Most of their time has 
been spent behind the scenes, pumpin' out hits 
for artists like Ice Cube, Master P, Ice T, and 
Naughty by Nature. EA -Ski and CMT made some 
noise on the Friday Soundtrack with "Blast If I 
Have To," which stirred up a little controversy 
over the violent lyrical content. So you know 
they got no airplay, but it did manage to put the 
duo on the rap map. The forthcoming IMG CD 

features cuts with Ice Cube, MC Ren, and Boss 
Hogg a.k.a. CPO. The project is still in produc- 
tion and is expected to be released this summer. 

Public Enemy/Chuck D/Napster 
Bring The Noise...Public Enemy is said to be 
working on a new album titled The Black 
Album. For all you diehard PE fans, the lyrical 
content on this joint is sure to hit you with a 
variety of political topics, including a cut about 
our newly elected president. Knowing the 
group's leader, Chuck D, you will more than 
likely be copping the album by downloading it 

from the Internet. For the past couple of years, 
Chuck has been very vocal about technology 
and the Internet. He has been touring the coun- 
try giving lectures on the subject and will be the 
keynote speaker at a day -long conference put 
on by The Consumer Electronics Association on 
March 6. The author/activist/emcee has been 
one of a few artists that support Napster. 

THE POETESS 

thepoetess92@aol.com 

Speaking of Napster, On February 12, a federal 
appeals court ruled against the Internet compa- 
ny, saying the music -swapping service could be 
held liable if its users trade illegally copied 
songs. According to the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco, Napster won't be shut 
down immediately, but they must prevent its 
users from swapping files of songs that have 
been identified as copyrighted material. Shawn 
Fanning, the founder of Napster, says his site 
has grown quickly over the past few months, 
gaining 1 million users each week. Dayum!!!! 

FYI...A report in Bloomberg News says music 
sold over the Internet is expected to rise to a 

value of $5.2 billion by year 2005. 

Missy Elliott 
Ms. Supa Dupa Fly a.k.a. Missy Elliott is putting 
the finishing touches on her new CD. No title as 
of yet hut the first single, "Get Ur Freak On" is 

already on a turntable near you. The album fea- 
tures folks like Jay -Z, Eve, Ludacris, Method 
Man, Redman, Da Brat, Ginuwine and, of 
course, Timbaland, and is gonna touch down on 
the production. Look for that to hit your local 

music store in May. 

THAT'S IT FOR NOW PEOPLES. IF YOU WISH TO DROP ME 

AN EMAIL HIT ME AT POETESS920AOL.COM, 

VI 
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