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Bonnie Tyler 
Country Record Of The Year 

Within the past year, vocalist Bonnie 
Tyler has become one of the most popular 
recording artists on the international 
charts. Her latest single, "It's A Heartache," 
reached #1 in Austria, #3 in Germany, 
Holland and Belgium, #4 in England, #5 in 

Australia and Top 10 in South Africa. It's her 
fourth globe -spanning hit, but there's still a 

major goal to be reached - the American 
charts. 

One sure indication of the enormous 
momentum Bonnie's career has achieved 
already is the race by several U.S. artists to 
cover her latest hit. But RCA Records, 
which now releases her discs throughout 
the world, has rushed out the original hit 
version of "It's A Heartache" in this country 
first. 

Some European journalists have recen- 
tly taken to describing Bonnie as a female 
Rod Stewart. At her record company's of- 
fices in London they refer to Rod Stewart as 

a male Bonnie Tyler. But Bonnie herself 
simply says flatly, "I hate the comparisons 
with anyone else. And if anyone thinks me a 

lightweight, instant success, I shall be 
around to remind them that my real 
success is only just starting ..." 

With her career being guided by Gordon 
Mills, one of the world's top managers, 
Bonnie is certain to be taking some giant 
steps. Color photos of the blonde singer 
with blue eyes appear frequently in 
Europe's pop music publications and with 
the success of each hit, particularly "It's A 

Heartache," her fame spreads to new cor- 
ners of the world. 

Bonnie Tyler was born in a small Welsh 
town just outside of Swansea. While work- 
ing as an assistant in a candy shop, she 
used to sing into an imaginary microphone 
and dream of appearing on BBC -TV's Top 
Of The Pops. She had her first multi -nation 
smash with "Lost In France," which is in- 
cluded in her debut album "The World 
Starts Tonight" (released in the U.S. on 
Chrysalis). Other highlights of that initial LP 

include "More Than A Lover," another of 
her global hits, and a unique interpretation 
of the classic Janis Joplin number "Piece 
Of My Heart." 

Her second album was the first to feature 
her new, fulltime band. Members are Kevin 
Dunn on bass, who's been with Bonnie for 
Four years; drummer Mick Gibbons, who 
played with Badfinger; steel and rhythm 
guitar player Peter King; keyboard player 
Roger Bara, the band's only non - 
Welshman; and lead guitarist Taff Williams. 
The album contains "It's A Heartache," 
"Heaven" and a memorable version of "You 
Make Me Feel Like A Natural Woman. 

Tyler's third release, recently recorded at 
London's Rak Studios contains 10 new 
tunes co -produced by Ronnie Scott, Steve 
Wolf and Robin Cable. As yet untitled, the 
new LP is slated for release by RCA in 

January of 1979. 

H eatwave 
Soul Record Of The Year 

The most refreshing new band to emerge 
on the International pop scene in 1977 was 
Heatwave, the seven -piece group whose 
debut American single, "Boogie Nights," 
was one of only three singles to be certified 
platinum (two million records sold) in the 
United States by the RIAA over the course 
of the year. Significantly, "Boogie Nights" 
was the only one of those three platinum 
singles to be written by the act who perfor- 
med it. Moreover, Heatwave's success 
didn't stop with that record, as their debut 
album, "Too Hot To Handle," has since 
been certified double -platinum (two million 
units sold) in the U.S. by the RIAA. Most 
recently (late March 1978) it was learned 
that the second single picked from that LP, 

namely "Always And Forever," had 
climaxed its dramatic Top 20-pop/Top 5- 

R&B chart run with RIAA gold certification 
(one million records sold) in the U.S. - that 
announcement coming just days before the 
release of Heatwave's long-awaited second 
album, "Central Heating." 

Heatwave's leader and founder is 
Johnnie Wilder, Jr., a dynamic singer who 
has overseen every step of the band's 
career. A native of Dayton, Ohio, Johnnie's 
family includes five brothers, one of whom, 
Keith, has been the second lead vocalist of 
Heatwave since his joining the lineup in late 
1975. 

After attending Central State University 
in Wilberforce for a year, Johnnie enlisted 
in the Army, and was shipped out to "Strat- 
Corn" headquarters in Heidelberg, West 
Germany, at the beginning of 1969. To point 
a finger at Heatwave's earliest origins, it 

would be the Cashmeres, a five -man 
acapella vocal group that Johnnie 
organized to sing at service clubs on 
weekends. Soon he met a group of German 
musicians calling themselves the Soul Ses- 
sions, and they were able to achieve a 

sound emulating the Chi -Lites, Tempta- 
tions, etc. When the Army's red tape took 
away a couple of the singers, though, 
Johnnie reorganized the group as the 
Noblemen, and eventually became its solo 
lead singer until his discharge in January, 
1972. 

Johnnie immediately returned home to 
Dayton, but in two months he was back in 

West Germany singing with Soul Sessions 
for another half -year. It didn't take long 
before Johnnie found countryman Tommy 
Harris, drummer -leader of the Upsetters, 
and they began practicing together at a 

small room in Zweibrucken - it was the 
percolating radiator in that room, which 
never stopped pouring on the heat 12 

months a year, that gave them their new 
name: Heatwave. 

Johnnie Wilder, Keith Wilder, Mario 
Mantese, Rod Temperton, Bilbo Berger, 
Roy Carter and Billy Jones - together in 
Heatwave as their second album, "Central 
Heating," again produced by Barry Blue, 
begins its reign on the charts. 

A 

Power Of Earnings '' , 1R A nvT1TC ,' 
Determines AMOA 
Jukebox Winners 
CHICAGO - AMOA members annually 
vote for the association's coveted Jukebox 
Awards. The awards, which are based 
solely on a record's earning power in 

jukeboxes, are presented at the annual 
AMOA Banquet - the climax of the three- 
day exposition. 

The following is a list of the AMOA 
Jukebox Award winners for the past few 
years: 

Record of the Year - Honey by Bobby 
Goldsboro (United Artists) 
Artist of the Year - Glen 
(Capitol) 
Record Company of the Year - Eplc 
Records 1969 

Record of the Year 
P.T.A. by Jeannie C. 
Records) 
Artist of the Year - 
(Capitol) 
Record Company of the Year 
Records 
Great Friend Award - Boots 
(Monument) 

1970 
Record of the Year - Raindrops Keep 

Fallin' On My Head by B. J. Thomas (Scep- 
ter Records) 
Artist of the Year -Johnny Cash (Colum- 
bia) 
Artists of the Year - Creedence 
Clearwater Revival (Fantasy) 

1971 
Record of the Year - Rose Garden by 

Lynn Anderson (Columbia) 
Artist of the Year - Charley Pride (RCA) 
Artists of the Year - Dawn (Bell) 
Record Company of the Year - Columbia 
Records 

1972 
Record of the Year - Shaft by Isaac 

Hayes (Stax) 
Soul Record of the Year -Shaft by Isaac 
Hayes (Stax) 
Country & Western Record of the Year - 
Easy Lovin' by Freddie Hart (Capitol) 
Pop Record of the Year - American Pie by 

Don McLean (United Artists) 
Artist of the Year- Charley Pride (RCA) 
Artists of the Year - Sonny & Cher (MCA - 
Kapp) 

1973 
Pop Record of the Year - Tie A Yellow 

Ribbon Round The Old Oak Tree by Dawn 
(Bell) 
Soul Record of the Year - Killing Me Softly 
With His Song by Roberta Flack (Atlantic) 
Country & Western Record of the Year - 
Funny Face by Donna Fargo 
Artist of the Year - Helen Reddy (Capitol) 
Artists of the Year - Dawn (Bell) 

1974 
Record of the Year - Most Beautiful Glrl 

in the World by Charlie Rich (Epic) 
Pop Record of the Year - Sundown by 
Gordon Lightfoot (Reprise) 
Country & Western Record of the Year - 
Let Me Be There by Olivia Newton -John 
(MCA) 
Soul Record of the Year - Show And Tell 
by Al Wilson (Rocky Road Records) 
Artist of the Year - Charlie Rich (Epic) 

1975 
Record of the Year - Before The Next 

Teardrop Falls by Freddy Fender (ABC - 
Dot) 
Pop Record of the Year - I Can Help by 
Billy Swan (Monument) 
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LIGHTWEIGHT PORTABLE 
COIN COUNTER 

automatic stop 
innexpensive 
coin tray support 
bag holder 
fast 
only 9 pounds 
long lasting 

R.H. BELAM CO., INC. 
51 Madison Ave., 

New York, N.Y. 10010 
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