
ALBUM REVIEWS 
DOWDY FERRY ROAD - England Dan & John Ford Coley - 
Big Tree BT 76000 - Producer: Kyle Lehning - List: 7.98 

The title tune, with its remembrance of hard times past, is an 
ironic reminder of how far these Texas country gentlemen have 
come. You're not likely to find a more pure marriage of two-part 
harmonies or a pair of voices that can communicate such 
heartfelt emotions with such grace and smoothness. A crisp 
and clean production highlights the vocal delivery, a mix suited 
for top 40, AOR, C&W and MOR playlists. 

IN YOUR MIND - Bryan Ferry - Atlantic SD 18216 - 
Producer: Bryan Ferry & Steve Nye - List 6.98 

Though several former Roxy Music players appear on the 
album, this 4th solo effort by Ferry firmly establishes a separate 
identity apart from his former associations. All of the selections 
are self -penned and contain a biting energy that propels Ferry's 
inimitable vibrato voice through a variety of themes and a num- 
ber of moods. For AOR and top 40 playlists. 

TRANS -EUROPE EXPRESS - Kraftwerk - Capitol SW 11603 - Producer: Ralf Huller & Florian Schneider - List 6.98 
Kraftwerk is a German word for "electric power plant," and 

the self -chosen moniker is a fitting one that aptly describes this 
eclectic band which is not so easy to classify. With this album 
the band becomes more accessible and melodic while main- 
taining a sound that is certainly fresh and inimitable. Masters of 
the synthesized sound, Kraftwerk is primarily for AOR 
programmers. 

FUNDAMENTAL ROLL - Walter Egan - Columbia PC 34679 - Producer: Lindsey Buckingham, Stevie Nicks, Duane Scott 
& Walter Egan - List 6.98 

Last summer, east coast export Walter Egan went into the 
studio to finally live out the southern California fantasies he had 
nurtured throughout his surf band days in New York. The result 
is a stellar debut solo album that is highlighted by the ap- 
pearance of Fleetwood Mac's Nicks & Buckingham who sing 
and play on the LP. Singing compositions either written or co - 
written by himself, Egan's polished effort will be heard on AOR 
and top 40 playlists. 

FRANKIE CROCKER AND THE HEART & SOUL ORCHESTRA - Casablanca NBLP 7050 - Producer: Frankie Crocker & 
Marc Paul Simon - List 6.98 

Frankie Crocker's orchestra, very nearly a symphony, is a 
band whose vocals are supportive of the upbeat instrumentals 
that should make this album a disco delight. Both sides lead off 
with long dance numbers, both over ten minutes, that feature 
several instrumental solos noteworthy in themselves. This 
album is a must for disco playlists, and a welcome addition for 
AOR and top 40 programmers. 

HIP SHOT - Stephen Dees - RCA APL1-2186 - Producer: 
Daryl Hall & Stephen Dees - List 6.98 

One of the nicest things that happened to Dees in 1974 was an 
introduction to Hall & Oates in New York, an association that led 
to Hall's co -production of this album, where he also plays, sings 
and co -wrote two of the songs. Clearly, Dees is a talent to be 
watched, with or without co-stars, offering a special blend of 
mellow and hard -driving rock with equal dedication. A great 
debut for AOR, top 40 and MOR playlists. 

QUEEN OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD - Flame - RCA APL1- 
2160 - Producer: Jimmy Lovine - List 6.98 

Blazing guitars support the pounding beat and soulful vocals 
of singer Marge Raymond on this debut album by Flame, a 
talented sextet of rockers destined for a future. Raymond's 
strong vocal interpretations are the keynote, but the instrumen- 
tal accompaniments are just the right amount of just what's 
needed. A nice addition to top 40 and AOR playlists. 

RUBY - Ruby - PBR International PBR-7001 - Producer: 
Tom Fogerty - List 6.98 

It would be hard to follow the high quality work that Tom 
Fogerty put into Creedence Clearwater Revival but Fogerty's 
new band, Ruby,deserves more than a casual listen. The com- 
bined talents of this quartet are potently showcased in their 
ability to play fast and funky or slow and silky with equal aplomb 
and careful control. For AOR and top 40 playlists. 

THIS TIME FOR REAL - Betty Wright - Alston/TK 4406 - 
Producer: Steve Alaimo - List 6.98 

A fine funky vocalist is Betty Wright, who is further blessed 
with an impeccable arrangement of horns and strings directed 
by Mike Lewis, which gives this album an uptempo mood and an 
uplifting spirit. The songs selected make this album appropriate 
for play at home or down at the disco. For R&B, top 40 and dis- 
co playlists. 
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THE IDIOT - Iggy Pop - RCA APL1-2275 - Producer: David 
Bowle - List: 6.98 

Already at #155 with a bullet on our album chart after only 
two weeks, this hot new album by glitter rocker Iggy Pop seems 
destined for success. A throbbing bass and drum line un- 
derscore the vocals shared by Iggy and his friend and 
colleague, David Bowie, who also co -wrote most of the tunes on 
the album. Influenced at least somewhat by blues and jazz, and 
maybe even the early Doors, the album is primarily for AOR 
playlists. 

STAGE PASS - The Michael Stanley Band - Epic PEG 34661 - Producer: Bill Szymczyk - List 7.98 
No between -the -lines reading is necessary for this double 

album's opening cut, "Midwest Midnight," a biting introspective 
look at the MSB's pursuit of the golden ring (or album). Recor- 
ded in their hometwon at Cleveland's Agora Ballroom last win- 
ter, the album is high-energy but well disciplined rock and roll, 
with thoughtful lyrics particularly observant on the pleasures 
and pain of love. For top 40 and AOR playlists. 

WHAT THE WORLD IS COMING TO - Dexter Wansel - 
Philadelphia Intl./ CBS 34487 - Producer: Dexter Wansel - 
List 6.98 

Dexter Wansel has put together an incredibly varied album of 
songs ranging from the hauntingly beautiful "What The World Is 
Coming To" to the reggae funk of "Going Back To Kingston 
Town," with disco boogie, accessible mainstream jazz and an 
R&B love ballad as part of the package. It is amazing that so 
many musical moods could be created on one album, but skep- 
tics will become believers after one listen. For jazz, R&B, AOR, 
top 40 and MOR playlists 

LAVENDER HILL MOB - Lavender Hill Mob - United Artists 
UA-LA719-G - Producer: Rob Stevens - List 6.98 

This highly disciplined sextet of Canadian rockers have put 
together a very pleasing debut album that features soaring har- 
monies and solid instrumental support that emphasizes without 
overpowering the strong vocals. A well -blended LP with a nice 
balance between uptempo and mellow moods, the album will 
be heard on AOR, top 40 and MOR playlists. 

NIGHT MUSIC - Cecllio & Kapono - Columbia PC 34300 - 
Producer: Bruce Botnlck, Terry Powell and Cecllio & Kapono - List 6.98 

All of the tunes here are originals except the title track and an 
affecting interpretation of Boz Scaggs' "We're All Alone," and il- 
lustrate the maturity and confidence that C&K have gained on 
this third LP for CBS. Always big in their native Hawaii, C&K 
have cut an album that increases their mainland appeal with its 
blend of laid-back and uptempo moods. The album's variety 
should insure recognition on top 40, MOR and AOR playlists. 

SUN -POWER -Sun - Capitol ST -11609 - Producer: Beau 
Ray Fleming & Byron Byrd - List 6.98 

The tightly syncopated horn section accents the driving beat 
led by guitars bent on hot and spicy riffs, and the result is a funky 
taste of R&B rock, Sun's particular forte. And, though the sound 
is generally uptempo, the ten talented musicians that make up 
Sun do equally well on their slower paced tunes, especially be- 
cause of the multi -voiced harmonies. For R&B, AOR, top 40 and 
disco playlists. 

SHOUT IT OUT - Patrice Rushen - Prestige/Fantasy P- 
10101 - Producer: Patrice Rushen, Reggie Andrews & Tommy 
Vicari - List 6.98 

The instrumental work is so nice that it's an extra added at- 
traction to discover the deeper dimension that Patrice Rushen's 
high -range vocals add to this tasty collection of varying tunes. 
From jazz to funk, from rock to R&B Rushen's musical mastery 
knows no categorical boundaries. An album for jazz, R&B, dis- 
co and AOR playlists. 

UNTIL GOODBYE - John Wood - Ranwood LAPR-1002 - 
List 6.98 

Fans of improvisational piano will be delighted with this debut 
LP by 21 -year -old John Wood, a jazz master already, whose 
past associations include Quincy Jones, Freddie Hubbard, 
Hubert Laws and Kenny Burrell. None of them are on this LP, 
though, because this album is almost pure piano, the only ad- 
ditional element being the acoustic bass accompaniment of 
Tony Dumas. For jazz playlists. 

IT IS WHAT IT IS - STEVE SHERMAN - Tiger Lily/Roulette 
TL 14036 - List 6.98 

Steve Sherman's style, a blend of gentle country and rock 
ballad, is palatable enough for a variety of tastes. Instrumental 
accompaniment is heavily influenced by steel guitar, but the 
two-part harmonies are well-done, if unacknowledged, since, 
"Steve Sherman and Friends" is all one has to go on regarding 
band personnel. For C&W, MOR and top 40 playlists. 
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