
Robert Lazar Fox 

Bob Fox is an activist. 

Since he first was elected to 
the Nat iona l Assoc ia t ion of 

Broadcasters ' radio board in 1984, 
Fox has charted an aggressive course 
aimed at insuring radio has a strong 
and independent voice in Washington. 

Next month, after two terms, Fox's 
tenure on the board is up. But the 65-
year-old California broadcaster will 
be well remembered for his contribu-
tions, including his efforts to establish 
a nonprofit education foundation at 
NAB. The National Association of 
Broadcasters Education Foundation is 
in the planning stages, but Fox has 
pledged that he will raise $100,000 
for it. The foundation will be dedicat-
ed to education, research, internships 
and scholarships. 

"Bob Fox is an example of dedica-
tion to the radio industry," says NAB 
P r e s i d e n t Edd ie F r i t t s . "He has 
boundless energy and has devoted his 
entire career toward promoting the 
best interest of radio." 

Fox, who is part-owner of KVEN 
(AM)-KHAY-FM Ventura, Calif., is per-
sistent in his e f for t s to get things 
done. Take, for example, his first elec-
tion to the NAB board. Not only did 
he have an agenda, but he called every 
member in Southern California and 
Hawaii to discuss that agenda and 
seek their support. 

"My agenda was that radio should 
stand on its own two feet," Fox says. 
"It should be independent from televi-
sion in...that if there are rules and reg-
ulations that are applicable to both 
radio and TV—but should not apply 
to radio—we should stand alone." 

He also has made sure that radio 
broadcasters' views are being heard 
by the FCC. Since his election to the 
chairmanship of the radio board a year 
ago. Fox has informal but regular 
meet ings with FCC off ic ia ls . This 
week, Mass Media Bureau Chief Roy 
Stewart and General Counsel Bill 
Kennard will meet with Fox and other 
NAB board directors and small-mar-
ket radio owners. The agency's new 
equal employment opportunity guide-
lines are expected to be a key topic. 

Fox also has suggested that NAB 
sponsor job fairs across the country to 
he lp smal l radio s t a t ions a t t rac t 

women and minorities as employes. 
"[Broadcasters] can develop names 
and applicants, and more people will 
become aware of opportunities in the 
business," Fox says. 

Fox's family moved from Cincin-
nati to Los Angeles 
when he was 6. His 
father wanted to get 
out of the f ami ly ' s 
diamond import ing 
and jewelry business, 
and eventually ended 
up in the motion pic-
ture/television indus-
try. He was the first 
production executive 
on / Love Lucy and 
directed Art Linklet-
ter's People Are Fun-
ny. 

Fox initially fol-
lowed in his father's 
f o o t s t e p s . A f t e r 
graduat ing in 1950 
from the University 
of C a l i f o r n i a - B e r -
keley with a degree 
in psychology, he got 
a j o b as a s t a g e h a n d at then-KLAC-TV 
(now KCOP [TV]) Los Angeles. 

Soon, however, Fox decided to pur-
sue a career in business. He went to 
work for Hunt Foods, and after four 
years he asked for a sales assignment. 
"They give me the worst territory in 
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East L.A.," Fox says. But within a 
month he was the No. 1 salesman, 
which "absolutely confounded them," 
he says. 

Fox lef t Hunt Foods in 1955 to 
return to the broadcast business. He 
became a sales executive for KFWB 
(AM) Los Angeles. A year later he 
m o v e d to KDAY(AM) L o s A n g e l e s and 
then KFOX (AM) Long Beach. In 1958 
h e j o i n e d KRKD(AM) L o s A n g e l e s as 
general sales manager. He also owned 
10% of the company's stock. 

He left KRKD in 1961 to become 
national sales representative for radio 
on the West Coast for RKO General 
and s t ayed unti l 1964. Then he 
became sales manager for KHJ(AM) 
Los Angeles. 

In 1965 Fox and his former partner, 
Ira Laufer, purchased KVEN-AM-FM 
Ventura, Calif. Now Fox owns 65% 
and his associate, David Loe, who is 
president and general manager, owns 
35%. In 1973 KVEN-FM became KHAY-
FM, the first FM station in California 
to play country music in stereo, Fox 
says. 

Fox describes his 
upcoming departure 
from the radio board 
as "bittersweet." He 
says he will miss the 
a s soc i a t i on ' s staff 
members and other 
N A B d i rec to r s . "I 
e n j o y e d the dec i -
s i o n - m a k i n g ; I 
enjoyed the respon-
sibility, " he says. 

But the trips back 
and forth from one 
coast to the other are 
t ir ing. Fox, whose 
home was destroyed 
in last year's Malibu 
fire, expects to break 
ground on a new 
house in about two 
months, which will 
take up much of his 

time. 
Those who know him best don ' t 

expect Fox will fade away. Fox says 
he will remain active, only this time, 
it may be on the Malibu City Council, 
on which he says he may seek a seat 
in two years. —KM 




