
In Brief 

Battle royal may be brewing between ABC -TV and Group W. 

ABC -TV's affiliate relations vice president Robert Fountain said 
Hearst -owned wBAL -Tv Baltimore has been asked to make formal ap- 
plication to become ABC's Baltimore affiliate, displacing Group W's 
WJZ -TV. (W.rz -r/ is 20 -year ABC affiliate; WEAL -TV has been affiliated 
with NBC for 29 years.) Franklin Snyder, head of Hearst Broadcast- 
ing, said Friday that wBAL -Tv had not yet decided whether to take ABC 

up on its offer to make presentation. In letter to Mr. Fountain, Donald 
McGannon, chairman and president of Group W, linked ABC's 
Baltimore action with Group W's petition calling on FCC to look into 

"the overly dominant position of the networks:' Mr. McGannon also 
charged ABC with "favored treatment" of Hearst, alluding to vice 
president of Hearst -owned wrAE -TV Pittsburgh John Conomikes' posi- 
tion as chairman of ABC's affiliates' board, and ABC's new affiliation 
(as of March 27) with Hearst's wisN -TV Milwaukee. Mr. McGannon 
ended by warning ABC that Group W will go to FCC and to court "to 
protect our contractual position." 

FCC will hold first meeting in sunshine on Thursday (March 24). 

Agenda -collection of items staff was able to prepare on relatively 
short notice- contains nothing of major interest. Among cable items 
is one involving request of National Hockey League and Pittsburgh 
Penguins for show cause order directed at Centre Video Corps 
systems in Pittsburgh area. One broadcasting matter involves peti- 
tion for reconsideration of staff renewal of Westinghouse Broadcast- 
ing's KYW(AM) Philadelphia. Meeting is scheduled to start at 10:30 in 

Room 856 of FCC building, 1919 M St. N.W., Washington. 
n 

Counsel for Michigan publisher John McGoff said last week that 

there has been conversation between Mr. McGoff and representa- 
tives of Mutual Broadcasting System concerning possible 
purchase of network. Discussion was said to be general and 
whether or not talks will continue is not known. Officials at Mutual 
had no comment. 

FCC Commissioner Joseph Fogarty says problem of sex and 

violence on television is continuing one but he also indicates there 
Is reason to believe medium is moving toward solution: "i do 

believe there is a growing sensitivity and responsiveness to these 
humanistic concerns in television" Statement is backed up with 
references to activities and attitudes on part of station officials, en- 
tertainment community, advertisers. citizen groups and religious 
leaders. Commissioner made remarks in speech to luncheon in Los 

Angeles given by Timothy Cardinal Manning. And he carried 
message calling for "Humanism In Television" to meetings with 
station officials, members of creative community, network officials 
and cable television representatives on West Coast over three -day 
period. 

n 
"Misleading at best, specious at worst" was language being 
drafted last week for response from Public Broadcasting Service 
President Larry Grossman to CBS Inc. President John Backe, 
regarding latter's letter to President Carter on closed captioning 
for the hearing Impaired (BROADCASTING, March 14). In letter to be 
sent this week, Mr. Grossman calls $250,000 figure for captioning 
equipment "plain off the wall :' saying that PBS has developed 
systems in $35,000 to $50,000 range. Although Mr. Backe said one - 
hour program captioning costs can be measured against CBS's 
$4.000 experiment with Walton episode, Mr. Grossman was ex- 
pected to call estimate "about 400% too high:' explaining that PBS 
expenses have rarely exceeded $1,000. President Carter last month 
solicited views from network presidents. 

U.S. District Judge for Northern District of New York last Friday 
(March 18) sustained FCC's preemption of pay cable regula- 
tion in summary judgment in suit filed by National Cable Television 
Asoociation, New York State Cable Association, Home Box Office 
and others against state law requiring pay cable systems to file rates 
and other information before starting operation. 

WXEX-TV Richmond, Va has gone to federal court to fight state law 
prohibiting publication of information regarding investigations con- 
ducted by Virginia's Judicial Inquiry and Review Commission. Sta- 
tion on Tuesday (March 15) obtained temporary restraining order 
from U.S. District Judge Robert R. Merhige Jr. prohibiting state 
from prosecuting station for broadcasting story on commision's 
alleged investigation of judge for judicial misconduct Few minutes 
later, station put story on air. This Thursday (March 24), with American 
Civil Liberties Union providing counsel, station will seek preliminary 
injunction from U.S. district court. Issuance of injuction would lead to 
hearing on constitutionality of law. Station originally sought protec- 
tion because state supreme court two weeks ago upheld law in case 
involving Virginia Pilot of Norfolk. 

O 

House of Representatives launched closed circuit TV broad- 
cast of House floor proceedings last Tuesday (March 15). Coverage 
(for 90 -day experiment) is being done by three small surveillance 
cameras in fixed locations above House floor, and is being carried 
live to members' offices in Rayburn building, only one of three House 
office buildings wired to carry to signal. House Speaker Thomas P. 

(Tip) O'Neill (D- Mass.) said on floor that if system works, he'll offer 
resolution to allow proceedings to be broadcast to the public. He told 
press he thinks use of TV signal in some form by media is inevita- 
ble:' 

o 
FCC has censured communications attorney Benedict Cottone 
and given him symbolic one -day suspension from practice before 
commission as result of his actions while representing KUPY(AM) (for- 
merly KAYE) Puyallup, Wash., in license renewal proceeding. But 

new wrinkle developed in case Friday when FCC Assistant General 
Counsel William Kehoe Jr. asked Department of Justice to investi- 
gate possible perjury in connection with controversy that led to com- 
mission action -bitter dispute between Mr. Cottone and presently 
retired Administrative Law Judge Ernest Nash. Mr. Kehoe and Mr. 

Nash had given what Mr. Kehoe says is "contradictory testimony 
under oath regarding conversation that, according to Mr. Kehoe's 
version, indicates Mr. Nash was biased against Mr. Cottone. Mr. 

Kehoe filed request for investigation after commission, in its order in 

Cottone case, rejected request it do so. 

o 

WABC -TV New York reporter John Johnson got exclusive story 
Thursday: he was taken hostage inside East Harlem church by 27- 
year -old gunman. Charles Butts, described as unemployed ex -drug 
addict, look priest and 15- year -old boy hostage, then, at about 12:15 
p.m., called Mr. Johnson at station for help. Reporter went to church 
and spent nearly two hours talking to hysterical Butts. When Butts 
set gun down, Mr. Johnson picked it up, just as police rushed in door. 
No one was hurt. 

o 

Anne Cox Chambers, chairman of Atlanta Constitution and mem- 
ber of family that controls Cox broadcasting and cable interests, who 
earlier had been reported under consideration as ambassador to 
Court of St. James (Great Britain), is now reported to be President 
Carter's choice as ambassador to Belgium. William D. Shaw, 62, 
senior VP- general manager of Golden West Broadcasters' KSFOIAM) 

San Francisco, retires after 39 years in broadcasting, last 20 with 
GWB. Jack Bankson, VP- general manager of group's KvI(AM) Seat- 
tle, will succeed Mr. Shaw at KSF0. Paul Rittenhouse, regional 
manager for station relations, NBC, New York, retires after 43 years 
with network. Lou Cloffi, ABC News Paris bureau chief, named 
United Nations correspondent, succeeding John MacVane, retiring 
after 24 years in that assignment. John W. Hill, 86, founder of Hill 
and Knowlton public relations firm, died Thursday (March 17) in New 
York. In restructuring of CBS law department under VP James Scott 
Hill, John D. Appel, deputy general counsel, was made responsible 
for all Washington- and government affairs -related legal matters for 
corporation. Associate general counsel appointments include Ralph 
E. Goldberg for CBS /Broadcast Group and Jack B. Purcell for 
West Coast. 
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