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Topper. Final touch to honors paid J.
Leonard Reinsch, president of Cox Broadcasting, at International Radio and Television Society's gold medal awards dinner
last Thursday, was letter from President
Nixon. Chief Executive said he was pleased
to join in applauding the talent, dedication
and sense of civic responsibility which you
have brought to your challenging work in
broadcasting; and am especially pleased
to commend your successful efforts to improve and expand relations with other
nations in this vital area. At home you have
set the highest standards in your profession, and abroad you have been an ambassador of good will In whom all your fellow
citizens can take pride." (Also see story,
page 54.)
Get the message? A 15 -foot
receive antenna on lawn of Sheraton Park
hotel In Washington? That's promotional
plan of Communications Satellite Corp. for
upcoming NAB convention. Antenna will
receive direct digital satellite transmission,
demonstrating Comsat's newly developed
techniques for transmitting television programs.
Subbing for Flip. Singer Helen
Reddy will be host of weekly contemporary
music-comedy series, still untitled, to replace NBC -TV's Flip Wilson Show (Thursday, 8 -9 p.m, NYT) during summer.
Flying South. Florida Cable Television
Association has lined up high -powered
program for its annual convention, March
29 in Daytona Beach. Clay T. Whitehead,
director of Office of Telecommunications
Policy, is to address banquet at Desert Inn
hotel. David H. Foster, president, National
Cable Television Association, is scheduled
luncheon speaker. Mr. Foster also will
appear on panel with Edward J. Brown,
chief of licensing and authorizations unit of
FCC cable TV bureau.
Westward ho.
CBS's first daytime drama to originate on
West Coast, The Young and the Restless,
kicks off next Monday (March 26, 12 noon 12:30 p.m. NYT). Series, created by head
writer William J. Bell and produced by
Screen Gems, comes out of CBS Television
License -renewal
City In Hollywood.
airing. Public Broadcasting Service will
focus attention this week on now -heated
subject of broadcast license renewal.
Behind the Lines program Tuesday will deal
with WHIS -TV Bluefield, W. Va.- station
whose application for renewal is being opposed by citizen group. Broadcast will
relate that situation to national debate now
under way regarding license -renewal issue.
(Also see page 58.)
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Public's upper hand
forces sex off air
in Nevada experiment
KVVU(TV) tried X and R movies in
late -night periods, still found
audience unready for fast films;
leave it to John Q., he tells FCC

William H. Hernstadt, owner of KVVU(Tv) Henderson, Nev., had this advice
on Friday for FCC and other government
officials concerned about television stations showing X -rated movies: Leave
problem to local communities involved:
they will take care of it (see page 118).
Mr. Hernstadt spoke from experience.
He had shown X- and R -rated movies at
11 p.m. on Sunday over past several
weeks, in effort to establish Adult Theatre
series, but abandoned project last week.
Reason, he said, was largely negative reaction from community. Of 500 letters
and telephone calls received in response
to his broadcast request for reaction to
new program concept, 60% opposed it,
40% favored it.
Of at least equal importance in his decision was fact that chain -letter campaign
was organized, aimed at advertisers sponsoring programs on station -and not only
those in Adult Theatre. Letters threatened
boycott if advertisers did not leave station.
X -rated films that Mr. Hernstadt said
station carried, all without cuts, included
"Venus in Furs," "The Secret of Dorian
Gray" and "Paranoia." Mr. Hernstadt
said announcement warning viewers of
nature of film was made at start of program and again during first break. "I took
the position that we were not trying to
hide anything," he said. And he wasn't.
He said he called Senator John O. Pastore
(D -R.I.) "a hypocrite" in on -air editorial,
and offered him chance to reply. Charge,
he said, was based on two comments senaator had made, as quoted Feb. 26 in
BROADCASTING. In one, he had said Congress would protect broadcasters against
efforts by anyone, including administration, to infringe their First Amendment
rights. In other, he said FCC should deny
license renewals of stations carrying allegedly off -color material as means of
testing its authority to deal with such programing.
Mr. Hernstadt also urged viewers to
contact Senator Pastore and FCC. At least
two did write to commission-complaining about films.
Commission official said Friday, "We
will make inquiry" into matter. Fact that
station allegedly did show uncut X -rated
films conceivably could provide test case
of power to act under law banning profanity, obscenity or indecency on air.
Mr. Hernstadt indicated his "noble or
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ignoble experiment" reinforced him in his
view that government should stay out of

programing. After "objectionable material" is successfully censored, he said, it is
easier to censor news.
He also said he "proved" that country
is not ready for kind of sex-and- nudity
films he was showing. "If these films don't
go in Las Vegas [Henderson is in shadow
of that city], they won't go anywhere."
Broadcaster must be attuned to needs and
interests of his community as matter of
financial survival, he said. "We're in the
entertainment business. If you offend people, you're in trouble."
Mr. Hernstadt said he had written second letter to Senator Pastore, notifying
him that "market forces had closed him
down faster" than police can close down
"a porno store."

Oklahoma Publishing buys
KTNT -TV for $4.5 million
Oklahoma Publishing Co., Oklahoma
City, whose subsidiary WKY Television
System now operates three independent
television stations, will acquire its fourth
property in that category-and its second
independent VHF -subject to FCC approval. Station, KTNT -TV (ch. 11) Seattle Tacoma, Wash., will be purchased from
Tacoma News - Tribune for $4.5 million.
WKY chain presently includes independents KTVT(TV) (ch. 11) Dallas Fort Worth, KHTV(TV) (ch. 39) Houston and wvTV(TV) (ch. 18) Milwaukee.
Firm also owns two network affiliatesWKY-TV Oklahoma City (ch. 4-NBC)
and wTvt(Tv) Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla.
(ch. 13-CBS) -as well as WKY(AM)
Oklahoma City. Parent Oklahoma Publishing Co. operates two Oklahoma City
daily newspapers-Daily Oklahoman and
Oklahoma City Times. E. K. Gaylord is
board chairman and Edward I. Gaylord
president of parent firm.
News -Tribune, which has operated
KTNT -TV since its inception in 1953, is
controlled by Elbert H. Baker, its president, and his family. KTNT -TV, which
pulls 11% share of market audience, is
generally regarded as one of nation's
most viable independent stations. Station
operates with 316 kw visual, 47.9 kw
aural and antenna 800 feet above average terrain. News -Tribune retains KTNT AM-FM Tacoma.

Opting for status quo at FCC
Chances for restructuring FCC along
lines recommended in Office of Management and Budget study ( "Closed Circuit,"
July 3, et seq.) did not appear bright after
commission spent part of Thursday and
Friday discussing proposals. Commissioner Benjamin L. Hooks, who as in so
many matters appears to hold swing vote,

