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$8.5 million 
sales approved 
FCC okays Rust Craft 

purchase of WROC stations 

and sale of WYTV(TV) 

Two station properties were given 
FCC approval last week to change 
hands in a combined total of almost 
$8.5 millions in considerations, loans, 
consulting fees and non- competitive 
agreements. 

The two properties: WRoc- AM -FM -Tv 
Rochester, N. Y., sold by Veterans 
Broadcasting Co. to Rust Craft Broad- 
casting Co., for $4,423,600 and $2,- 
575,000 loan, and wYTv(Tv) Youngs- 
town, Ohio, sold by Communications 
Industries Inc. to Adam Young Inc. and 
'others for an aggregate of $1.5 million. 

The WROC approvals were made con- 
tingent on Veterans Broadcasting with- 
drawing its application for Syracuse 
channel 9. It is understood that Veterans 
already had planned to do this. The 
commission also said Veterans must 
withdraw from interim channel 9 sta- 
tion WNYS (TV ). 

Commissioners Robert T. Bartley and 
Kenneth A. Cox dissented, with Com- 
missioner Bartley stating that because 
none of the buyers live in Rochester 
and because the buyers already own 
four VHF and two UHF stations and 
four AM and three FM stations, he 
thought a hearing should be held. 

Rust Craft Broadcasting, a subsidiary 
of Rust Craft Greeting Cards Co., al- 
ready owns WSTV- AM -FM -TV Steuben- 

McLendon files suit 

John M. McLendon, owner of 
wyou Tampa, Fla., has filed a 
$30,000 civil suit against a New 
Yorker for "loss of bargain." Mr. 
McLendon, who was the principal 
owner of the McLendon Ebony 
Group of radio stations, said in 
the suit filed in Tampa federal 
court that Sal Gianquinto of West 
Sayville, N. Y., gave him $5,000 
in an escrow agreement to buy the 
station, but then refused to close 
the deal. Mr. McLendon asked 
that the agreement be upheld by 
the court. 
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ville, Ohio; WRCB -ry Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; WRDW -TV Augusta, Ga.; 40% 
of WVUE -TV New Orleans; WJKS -TV 
Jacksonville, Fla.; WHTO -TV Atlantic 
City, N. J., WWOL -AM -FM Buffalo, 
N. Y.; WPIT -AM -FM Pittsburgh, and 
wsoL Tampa, Fla. 

Principal Rust Craft owners are Jack 
N., Louis and Allen Berkman. Fred 
Weber is executive vice president of 
Rust Craft Broadcasting. 

WROC, founded in 1947, is full -time 
on 1280 kc with 5 kw; WROC -FM, in 
1959, is on 97.9 me with 18 kw, and 
WROC -TV, in 1949, is on channel 8 
and was bought by Veterans and WHEC- 
TV in 1961, with WHEC -TV remaining 
on channel 10 which both had shared, 
and WROC -TV moving to channel 8. 

Consulting Agreement The buyers 
of channel 33 WYTV in Youngs- 
town are paying $1,050,000 for the 
station plus $1,666 per month for 10 
years (but with the total not to exceed 
$125,000) for consulting services and 
with $325,000 to Samuel W. Townsend, 
a stockholder of the selling company, 
for an agreement not to compete in 
radio or TV broadcasting for eight 
years within 50 miles of Youngstown. 

The buyers consist of Adam Young 
Inc., station representative firm, 30 %; 
Edwin G. Richter and Edgewood In- 
vestment Co., 25% each, and Howard 
D. Duncan Jr., 20 %. 

WYTV, founded in 1957, is affiliated 
with ABC. 

Lawyers study proposal 

for procedure change 

A group of communications lawyers 
is studying whether the federal rules of 
civil procedure should be applied to 
FCC practice. The group, headed by 
Ben C. Fisher, chairman of the prac- 
tices and procedures committee of the 
Federal Communications Bar Associa- 
tion, consists of Paul Dobin, Carl H. 
Imlay, Thomas H. Wall, Harold D. 
Cohen and Stanley S. Harris. 

Although some federal rules are not 
applicable to FCC cases, Mr. Fisher 
said, others might be applied. For ex- 
ample, he said, the federal rules on 
"discovery" permit lawyers to examine 
opposition witnesses before trial. This 
might be adopted by the FCC, espe- 
cially in adjudicatory cases where the 
FCC has lodged a complaint against a 
licensee. It would not be feasible, Mr. 
Fisher pointed out, in comparative 
cases where engineering, program, and 
policy proposals are spelled out in ap- 
plications which are put on file with the 
commission before a case is listed for 
hearing. 

Six -man FCC 

deadlocks 
New commissioner, if ever 

named, will be swing vote 

on commercial practices 

For want of a seventh commissioner 
the FCC deadlocked last week on 
whether to grant the license -renewal ap- 
plications of two radio stations or in- 
quire into their commercial practices. 

The 3 -3 votes on the two cases 
pointed up the fact that whoever is 
named to succeed Frederick W. Ford 
as commissioner will have the swing 
vote on whether the commission is to 
resume in earnest its controversial prac- 
tice of policing "excessive commerciali- 
zation" on a case -by -case basis. 

But the new commissioner will not, 
apparently, have the same role in the 
equally controversial area of policing 
the local -live programing practices of 
licensees at renewal time. The com- 
mission, by 4 -2 votes, overrode staff 
recommendations for letters of inquiry 
to three television stations and granted 
their renewal applications. 

The licenses of all five stations were 
due for renewal Feb. 1. 

The stations whose commercial prac- 
tices were under scrutiny last week were 
KBOA Kennett, Mo., and WIL St. Louis. 
The staff had recommended that, be- 
fore acting on the renewal applications, 
the commission inquire into apparent 
discrepancies between the stations' pro- 
posals and practices on commercial 
spots. KBOA was said to have exceeded 
the number of spots it proposed to 
carry-three per 141- minute time seg- 
ment-in 58% of those segments in 
its composite week. In the case of wit., 
which expressed its proposal in terms of 
hours -the average number of commer- 
cial minutes were not to exceed 14 per 
hour in any week -the discrepancy was 
said to be 31.4 %. 

Deadlock Chairman E. William 
Henry and Commissioners Kenneth A. 
Cox and Robert E. Lee voted to send 
the letters. Commissioners Lee Loev- 
inger, Rosel H. Hyde and Robert T. 
Bartley voted to grant the renewal ap- 
plications. As a result, the applica- 
tions go into a kind of administrative 
limbo. The letters won't be sent. But 
nei::ier will the applications be ap- 
proved. The dilemma won't be resolved 
until either a new commissioner takes 
the place left vacant Dec. 31, when Mr. 
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