
UNIFORM TIME SNAFU 
By JOE SITRICK 

PROSPECT of standardized time, 
already threatened by the short- 
age of days remaining for Con- 
gressional consideration, seemed 
headed for possible further delay 
last week when it became uncertain 
whether a subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Interstate Commerce Commit- 
tee could hold hearings during the 
week of March 22 as originally 
planned [BROADCASTING, March 8]. 

The uncertainty arose when it 
was found that Sens. Clyde M. 
Reed (R- Kan.), Owen Brewster 
(R -Me.) and Ernest W. McFarland 
(D- Ariz.), who comprise the sub- 
committee are also members of a 
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television applications, including 
WJR's and WGAR's. There also 
was continued speculation that the 
question would be raised during 
the final session of the hearing on 
the Mayflower rule, which resumes 
April 19. 

In the meantime, a report that 
both WJR and WGAR were effect- 
ing realignments or dismissals 
within their news staffs was dis- 
counted. Harry Wismer, assistant 
to Mr. Richards, disclaimed knowl- 
edge of possible staff changes as a 
result of the petition. 

"Nothing has happened here at 
WJR," he said when informed of 
the petition. 

George Cushing, station news 
editor and newly appointed vice 
president, told BROADCASTING that 
actually WJR had added to its 
news staff in the past week and 
"there is nothing at all to these 
charges." 

"We have made no changes with 
respect to these charges voiced 
against KMPC," he added. "I am 
opposed to, and will continue to 
oppose and expose, Communism. 
But there is nothing at all to these 
charges -we don't tell our news 
staff to slant news." 

In Cleveland John F. Patt, vice 
president and general manager of 
WGAR, said he couldn't speak for 
KMPC, but that WGAR had made 
no realignment because of the 
situation. 

KMPC Vice President and Gen- 
eral Manager Robert O. Reynolds 
denied earlier that Mr. Richards 
had attempted to force a slanting 
of news broadcasts. 

The AJC petition, made avail- 
able by the Congress and also 
through FCC, charged that Mr. 
Richards had: 

(a) directed Maurice Starrels, at a 
time when he was news writer and 
editor of station KMPC, to emphasize 
that a murdered gangster, "Bugsy" 
Siegel was Jewish, that he was buried 
in a Jewish cemetery, and that the 
funeral service was conducted by a 
rabbi, and to couple this story with 
items concerning Russia and Com- 
munism; 

(b) directed the said Maurice Starrels 
to emphasize the religion and foreign 
extraction of David Lilienthal and to 
stress statements critical of him; 

(c) directed the said Maurice Starrels 

subcommittee scheduled to begin 
hearings March 23 on a transpor- 
tation proposal. 

No indication was forthcoming 
last week as to how long the trans- 
portation hearings will last, but 
it was known that there is a size- 
able list of witnesses. It was con- 
sidered possible that the transpor- 
tation hearings would recess after 
a few days of testimony from in- 
dustry representatives a n d thus 
give the standardized time pro- 
posals a green light either the lat- 
ter part of the week or during the 
week of March 29. 

The hearings, if and when they 
come off, would be a preliminary 
step. If the subcommittee approves 
either Sen. Reed's S -2226 for stand- 
ardized daylight time or S -2041 
of Sen. John Overton (D -La.) for 

West Coast Already Scrambled 

national standard time, it will then 
be necessary to get backing of the 
full committee. Finally, on the 
Senate side, it would have to be 
placed on an already crowded Sen- 
ate calendar and voted on. 

If the proposal is successful on 
the Senate side, it would then have 
to run a similar gauntlet on the 
House side. And all action would 
have to be completed by April 25, 
when portions of the country 
switch to daylight saving time. 

One part of the country, the 
West Coast, already has a head 
start on the rest of the nation. 
There, California's need to con- 
serve power because of the drought 
it suffered caused the state legis- 
lature to follow Governor Warren's 
advice and enact immediate day- 

WBAL-TV 
WBAL -TV Baltimore, on channel 
11, began commercial operations 
last Wednesday as the fifth NBC 
television station now nn the air. 
The station went on the air with 
a gross weekly billing of $2,800 ac- 
cording to Vice President and Gen- 
eral Manager Harold C. Burke. 

Licensed to Hearst Radio Inc., 
WBAL -TV was given a send -off 
from the NBC TV studios in New 
York, Washington, Philadelphia 

Mr. BURKE 

to give prominence in newscasts to the 
scandal involving Gen. Bennett E. 
Meyers, and to make it appear falsely 
that he was Jewish; 

(d) directed the said Maurice Starrels 
and George B. Lewin, at a time when 
the latter was newsroom manager for 
station KMPC, not to publicize the sit- 
uation in Palestine since such publi- 
cizing would give aid and comfort to 
Jews and Communists; and 

(e) directed the said George E. Lewin 
to keep hammering at the Jews, advis- 
ing the said Lewin that the Jews are all 
Communists. 

BROADCASTING Telecasting 

NBC Baltimore Outlet 
Begins Operations 

and Schenectady. Programs were 
transmitted by radio relay. 

Mr. Burke accepted the well 
wishes of FCC Commissioner 
George E. Sterling and Balti- 
more's Mayor, Thomas D'Alesan- 
dro, on the opening program. 

Following the introductory cere- 
monies, Television Director Harold 
P. See started the local show, then 
turned it over to Al Ross, who was 
m.c. of a variety program. 

To mark the opening of the new 
NBC television affiliate, three spe- 
cial programs were scheduled. One 
originated in New York, from 
WNBT; one in Washington, from 
WNBW, and the third from 
WBAL -TV. 

The WBAL -TV plant represents 
an investment of around half a 
million dollars. 

In addition to the studio with 
RCA image orthicon equipment, 
two of the new WBAL "World of 
Tomorrow" broadcast studios are 
completely equipped for television 
origination and audience monitor- 
ing. The station uses an RCA tele- 
vision mobile unit. 

The transmitter is located three 
miles northeast of the main plant, 
and is 400 feet above sea level. The 
tower and antenna rise an addi- 
tional 436 feet. The effective radia- 
tion is 32.6 kw visual and 16.3 kw 
aural. 

Among out of town guests at 
the WBAL -TV dedicatory program 
were Noran Kersta, Director of 
Television Operations, NBC; Wil- 
liam Dempsey, Washington attor- 
ney for WEAL; John Murphy, 
NBC Station Relations Dept., New 
York; Jose diDonato, Edward 
Petry & Co., New York; Carleton 
Smith, manager of NBC television 
department; John Graunt, program 
director, WNBW Washington; 
Marvin Kirsch, Radio Daily; Art 
King and Maury Long, BROADCAST- 
ING. 

light saving time which began 
yesterday (March 14). Oregon and 
Washington, however, remain on 
standard time. 

The problem of how to program 
the area under the circumstances 
is being handled in different ways 
by the major networks. ABC will 
operate on daylight time to care 
for California, with certain adjust- 
ments made via transcription. 
When the eastern states begin day- 
light time April 25, the California 
schedule will then be synchronized 
with the former, according to Don 
Searle, A B C Western Division 
vice president. 

CBS will move most of its pro- 
grams forward one hour to meet 
the daylight time of California 
so that a program airing at 6 
p.m. under standard schedules will 
now be heard at 7 p.m. under 
daylight schedules. 

Don Lee Broadcasting System, 
western leg of MBS, will adopt 
a policy similar to that of CBS, 
airing to California listeners one 
hour later than standard time. 

NBC, however, will continue to 
handle its program operations on 
a standard time basis, thereby 
continuing to be heard at the same 
time in Washington and Oregon 
but an hour later in California. 
No transcriptions will be used by 
NBC. 

-WMGW 
MARKET FACTS 

Local business in Meadville 
kept pace with a general 12% 

increase of all leading busi- 

ness areas of the state. 

2. 12 % increase in factory pay - 

rolls. 

;l. Factory sales values jumped 

to more than $52,000,000, 
for a 17% advance. 

4. Employment up 27% over 

1946 and general payrolls 
gained 45 %. 

5. Retail sales show a 

000 gain over 1946. 
$ 2,000,- 

6. Housing construction is 45 to 

50 % higher than the pre- 

vious year. 

7. Industrial power soles 10% 
higher than 1946. 
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