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ILO -cycle tone bursts at (left to right) 100, 1,000, and 7,000 Hz exhibit excellent
rise -time characteristics and negligible ringing at the completion of the bursts. In all the
photos the input signal appears above the Model 103's output on the oscilloscope screen.

Avid Model 103
Speaker System . .

(Continued from page 42 )

erable power input the distortion was
about 3 per cent down to 45 Hz and only
7 per cent at 30 Hz.

The Avid Model 103 had moderately
low efficiency, comparable to that of
most other high -quality acoustic -sus-
pension systems. An input of slightly
over I watt produced a mid -range sound -

pressure level of 90 dB measured at a
distance of 1 meter from the speaker.
The system impedance was exceptional-
ly uniform, measuring between 8 and 12
ohms from 200 to 20,000 Hz. There was
a dip to 7 ohms at 120 Hz, a well -
damped rise to 10 ohms at the 45 -Hz
system resonance, and a minimum im-
pedance of 6 ohms at 20 Hz. The tone-

burst response was excellent throughout
the audible frequency range. The full
burst amplitude was reached in less than
one cycle at all frequencies, with no
overshoot, ringing, or irregularities.

Comment. Our initial impression of
the sound of the Avid Model 103 was
one of utter smoothness and freedom
from undue emphasis or coloration of
any portion of the frequency spectrum.
It was as "easy" sounding a speaker as
we have heard in some time. All the tests
completely confirmed our subjective
response to the system.

In the simulated live -vs. -recorded test,
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the extreme highs were slightly over -
prominent, but lowering the setting of
the level switch by one position pro-
duced near -perfect results. We could still
hear a very slight mid -range coloration,
but only in a direct A -B comparison
against the "live" source. We used an
equalizer and found that a boost of only
about 2 dB in the 1,200- to 5,000 -Hz
range reduced this considerably. Listen-
ing off -axis revealed that the Avid Model
103 had very good high -frequency dis-
persion -about as wide as can be
achieved with a single dome radiator.

Avid's power ratings, as well as our
low -frequency distortion measurements,
encouraged us to try the Model 103 with
a high -power amplifier. With the ampli-
fier driven to 200 -watt peaks, the Avid
still sounded clean and free of strain.
Few speakers in its price class can ab-
sorb the full power of a 200 -watt ampli-
fier without suffering damage or generat-
ing objectionable distortion.

Clearly, the engineers at Avid not only
know how to design a loudspeaker sys-
tem, but also know what a good speaker
should sound like. These are two dis-
tinctly different considerations, and they
are not always applied with equal effec-
tiveness. If the Model 103 is any indica-
tion of Avid's potential, it should soon
be a name to reckon with in the speaker
market. As it is, the Model 103 is a con-
siderably better -than -average speaker in
its price class, and it outperforms many
far larger and more expensive speaker
systems we have heard.
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