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The rear panel of the Dynaco AF -6 is equipped with two sets of out-
puts. One feeds the amplifier with a signal governed by the front -
panel volume control. The other provides a fixed level for taping.

In the graph of FM performance, the levels of both 11. -
random noise and noise plus distortion are

compared with the audio -output level as signal
strength increases. Both mono and stereo are shown.

 Comment. The measurements show-
and our use of the tuner confirms-
that the Dynaco AF -6 is a first-rate
FM tuner with better than average
frequency response, distortion, channel
separation, and image rejection. The
muting system (similar to that of the
Dynaco FM -5) is still one of the very
best we have encountered. Signals are
heard or not heard, with no intermediate
distorted or noisy condition or audible
transition from "off" to "on." When the
TUNED light comes on, the tuning is cor-
rect for minimum distortion and noise,
with no tendency to drift.
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MUTING switch is essentially an ampli-
fied automatic -frequency -control system
which functions only when the tuner is
within about 50 kHz of the channel cen-
ter. In most cases it is possible to select a
desired weak station in a crowded por-
tion of the FM band even when DYNA-
TUNE is in use. However, Dyna recom-
mends that tuning be done with it off,
and that the system be activated after a
station is tuned in. Once locked in, the
DYNATUNE system holds onto the signal
over a range of several hundred kilo-
hertz.

For those who regularly listen to AM
broadcasts, the Dynaco AF -6 offers an

exceptionally fine audio quality, one
matched by few AM tuners we have
seen. Though not quite of "FM quality,"
it certainly is far superior to the muffled
AM sound emitted by most AM/FM
receivers. Note that the superior AM
circuits of the AF -6 add $50 to the cost
of the kit. If AM is of no concern, a sub-
stantial saving (and fine value) is provid-
ed by the FM -5 FM -only kit.

Even a novice kit builder should have
no trouble assembling the AF -6. All the
active circuits are pre -wired and tested,
leaving only the mechanical assembly
and interconnections for the builder.

Circle 107 on reader service card

Avid Model 103 Speaker System

 THE Avid Corporation, a new name
on the hi-fi scene (although they have
been manufacturers of commercial audio
equipment for over twenty years) has
introduced a line of compact speaker
systems. The top of the Avid line, the
Model 103, is a three-way system with a
10 -inch woofer that crosses over at 500
Hz to a 4'/2 -inch cone mid -range driver.

The second crossover, at 3,500 -Hz, is to
a 1 -inch dome tweeter. A five -position
switch adjusts both the mid- and high-

frequency levels over a moderate range.
The Model 103 is an acoustic -suspen-
sion system, in a fully sealed cabinet,
with a nominal 8 -ohm impedance. Am-
plifier power of at least 20 watts per
channel is recommended, and the speak-
er will handle up to 150 watts of program
material. The mid- and high -frequency
drivers are protected by a 2 -ampere fast -

acting fuse. The cloth grille is available
in eight solid colors (burnt orange is
standard), and the grille is easily re-
moved for access to the five -position
tweeter/mid-range control and the fuse.

The walnut -grain cabinet of the Avid
Model 103 is 25 inches high, 15 inches
wide, and 95/8 inches deep, and the sys-
tem weighs 38 pounds. Connections are
made to insulated spring clips in the rear
of the cabinet. A matching walnut base,
which raises the cabinet 15/4 inches from
the floor, is included. Price: $139.50.

 Laboratory Measurements. The com-

posite frequency response of the Avid
Model 103, corrected for room and
microphone characteristics, was very
smooth and flat over almost the entire
audible frequency range. It was within
±3 dB from 47 to 13,500 Hz, rising to a
maximum of +6 dB at 15,000 Hz and
then falling to only 3 dB below mid-
range level at our upper test limit of
20,000 Hz. This response was measured
with the high -frequency level switch set
at its center (nominally "flat") position.
The output at frequencies above approx-
imately 1,000 Hz could be raised or
lowered by about 2 to 3 dB at the various
settings of this switch, with the adjacent
settings affecting the high frequencies
(above about 2,500 Hz), and the outer-
most positions raising or lowering the
mid -range as well.

The bass distortion was unusually
low, reaching 3 per cent at 30 Hz and 8.5
per cent at 20 Hz with a 1 -watt drive
level. Increasing the power to 10 watts
did not overdrive the woofer or produce
excessive distortion; even at this consid-
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