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‘Involving and revealing they
ore greal loudspeakers made
grealer.’ WHAT HI-FI? Feb ‘98

® The special edition CDM " 1SE
now delivers grealer dynamics
ond detail due o a new
dispersion modifier in the
centre of the vaice coil.

® Separate boards now house
the bess and 1weeter filters,
maximising the benefits
of bi-wiring.

For more information contact
B&W loudspeakers (UK) Lid
on: +44(0)1903750750
hitp.//www.bwspeakers.com

B&W
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here are many mysteries
1 in the world of hi-fi - were

graphic equalisers originally
invented as Christmas decorations
and only later crossed into the audio
arena; why are most components as
stylish as breeze blocks? One of the
more puzzling is, why aren’t there
more domestic active loudspeaker
systems out there?

In recording studios almost
everywhere you'll find a pair of
active loudspeakers doing monitor
duty. Not only does building your
power amps into the cabinets save
on space and spaghetti, but active
operation has some very obvious
sonic benefits over passive.

Direct connection of a tweeter or
mid/[bass unit to the power amp
driving them means there are no
large capacitors, resistors or
inductors to taint the signal.
Pushing the crossover back to a
point ahead of the power amp
where signal levels are lower
allows the use of much smaller,
higher-tolerance parts which cause
far less coloration and distortion.
Electronic crossovers also offer the
chance to iron out a driver’s
occasionally over-enthusiastic
output to yield a very, very flat

JON MARKS

overall response (some pro actives
quote limits as tight as +/-1dB,
which would be nigh on impossible
to achieve passively).

Since they effectively come
complete with amplification and
loudspeaker cables, most studio
active monitors start at about £600-
£800 and can run well into four or
even five figures. But these are
ruthlessly revealing, high-power
devices designed to peel back the
musical layers and peer deep into
the mix, and that costs. However,
domestic versions like Wharfedale's
well-known active Diamonds don’t
have to operate under such arduous
conditions, and so tend to be just a
bit more affordable.

We've decided to look at active

is Mon

loudspeakers from both
professional and domestic fields to
find out just how much better than
passives they can be. This month,
we’re gathered pro candidates from
companies like KRK, Soundcraft
and Harbeth at prices from £800-
£1000. In the next issue we turn
our attention to the domestic
offerings, starting with Jamo’s
£200 CS5. These shielded two-
ways are aimed mainly at
satisfying those who rely on their
computers to provide music, but
initial impressions suggest they
make a strong case for themselves
as strictly hi-fi transducers.

What the Jamos and the
Diamonds show, though, is that
the benefits of active technology
are just as obvious in good budget
equipment as they are in pricier
alternatives. Which brings me
back to my question: why aren’t
there more domestic active
loudspeakers? We will be
attempting to track down as many
of these rare beasts as possible, but
audiophiles can only hope home
hi-fi manufacturers cotton on to
the potential in this area and begin
producing a wider range of
models.

® Hi-Fi World has its own
advanced test laboratory and
acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine
has the benefit of such facilities.

@® Hi-Fi World has a dedicated

in-house team of experienced
listeners, and uses selected

dedicated.

freelance professionals. We review thoroughly by extensive
auditioning, rather than by quick-fire group listening tests.

® Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of
products in-house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and

HI-FI WORLD

HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS WORLD VERDICT

88 e

OUTSTANDING - Superb
sound, something we’d use
ourselves.

eee

GOOD - Has strong merit.
Well worth an audition.

@8

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in
several areas. May be worth
auditioning.

@

POOR - Seriously flawed.
Not worth considering.
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Amplifiers
38... MUSICAL FIDELITY
NU-VISTA PRE-AMP

It's a rare breed of valve which gives this new

12...

ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKER
GROUP TEST

Musical Fidelity pre-amp its name. Leo Lam finds

Nuvistors are a cut above the average glass
bottle.

57... MYRYAD T-40 INTEGRATED
Dominic Todd examines the latest £400 amp
arrival from British firm Myryad.

Compact Disc

28... SONIC FRONTIERS
TRANSPORT 3 CD TURNTABLE
AND PROCESSOR 3 DAC

For £7000 a piece, you'd expect something

28...

SONIC FRONTIERS rather special from Sonic Frontiers’ new DAC
TRANSPORT 3 CD and transport. Jon Marks finds out if they can
TURNTABLE AND deliver the goods.

PROCESSOR 3 DAC 33... ROTEL RCD-971

Up until now, the full benefits of HDCD in a
single-box player have been expensive. The
£350 RCD-971 changes all that though.

MiniDisc

65... DENON DMD-1000

£300 buys you the DMD-1000 and its latest-
generation ATRAC system.

Vinyl

73... NAD PP1 PHONO STAGE
Limited finances needn’t stop you enjoying
your vinyl, as Dominic Todd discovered with
NAD'’s £40 PP1.

Loudspeakers
12... ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKER
GROUP TEST

We round up four of the best designs from

£800-£1000 to see how powered loudspeakers

can boost your system.

65...

DENON DMD-1000
MINIDISC RECORDER

59... BOSTON CR6

These £150 mini monitors from American

company Boston join a host of pretenders to

the throne of ‘best budget loudspeaker’.

Cassette

53... JVC TD-V662

Richard White goes head to head with JVC’s
direct-drive TD-V662.
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Features

23... EASTERN PROMISE

David Price continues his report on Japan'’s

hidden hi-fi with flagship equipment including
the best from Sony, Technics, Pioneer and
others.

41... LOUD AND CLEAR
Richard White looks for the best of
loudspeaker cables on a budget.

78... READER’S SYSTEM

Haden Boardman travels to meet Chris Fang,
junior doctor. In his system, vinyl cohabits with
valve amplifiers of both push-pull and single-
ended persuasions.

Regulars

7... NEWS

If you want to hear about the newest hi-fi first,

this is where you should look, with three pages
full of the latest component news and industry

trends.

11... NEXT ISSUE
Just four weeks stand between you and these
audiophile worthies.

34... COMPETITION

Calling all valve fans. This month, we have
Assemblage’s kit ST-40 valve power amp and
matching L-1 hybrid pre-amp, ready built, to

give away.

42... READERS’ LETTERS

If your system’s not sounding as good as it
should and you don’t know which way to turn,
stop off at our letters’ pages for some advice
from our experts.

50... HI-Fl WORLD LIBRARY
Two pages of the best books on valves,
‘speakers and electronics. Pay a visit to the
Library and expand your knowledge of all
things DIY.

55, 61, 67, 70... COLUMNS
Views, comments, opinions and more from Hi-
Fi World’s audiophiles on the front line.

62... SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS

People with the experience to ensure that,

HI-FI WORLD

“

when it comes to buying equipment, you get
the best advice.

66... MEET YOUR MAKER
The names, addresses and details you need to
contact all of your system’s component

creators.

74... HI-Fl WORLD KITS

Outstanding value and sound quality go hand-
in-hand with these kits from Hi-Fi World’s
design experts.

89... DIAL-A-DEALER
Want to buy that piece of hi-fi you've just
read about? These are the people you should

call.

111... MEASURED PERFORMANCE
This month’s reviewees are subjected to a full
examination. Are there any skeletons in their

technical closets?

119... WORLD BUYING GUIDE
Here we list the best, not the rest. This is the
equipment we'd all be happy to use in our own
systems.

123... OLDE WORLDE

This month we highlight Oracle’s classic
Delphi turntable.

127... READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS

If you know exactly what you want but just
can't afford it, don’t despair. Bargains are
waiting in these pages.

138... ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

81... ROCK AND POP

RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Gang Starr, Moment Of Truth

84... DANCE/AMBIENT
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Various, Fused and Bruised - Daytrip to Brisco

87...1A2z

93... CLASSICAL
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Mozart, Paino Concerto No2 in E flat major
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Trichond Research LimiTed
CD UPGRADE

CLOCK 3
CD PLAYER UPGRADE FROM £132

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade
A new generation of Master Clock

“Significantly better than anything else I've experienced to date.”
- Jimmy Hughes.

“Superior Clarity & Imaging - Irrestibly foot-tapping.”

- Clive Meakins - Hi-Fi News - June ‘98

* High accuracy (5ppm) low jitter performance master clock.

Up to five times reduction in date related jitter

Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by your
local Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for the
technically competent.

Pulsewire Digital + Analogue Cable
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
73 Church Street, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE

campaign audio design

Getting a better, more involving sound often
means spending a lot of hard earned money.
1t's such a waste, because every system can
benefit from our cables and accessories, at a
fraction of the cost of some new *“black box™.
Here are some of the ways we can help.
We have Linear Crystal Oxygen
Free Copper interconnects (£12.48) up to
High Purity Silver cables (£89.00) and high
definition loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated

Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables add
weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables,
both RF (£17.95) and OFC Scart (£19.21), help bring picture quality in line with
NICAM sound resolution.

Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform
optimally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden beneath
electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor
(£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has
been giving you that “sat upon sound™ for years. There’s lots we can do to bring you
closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we, that we
offer a 14 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW) =

Cardiff CF3 8PG VISA

Tel:- 01222 779401
Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

" HEARD THE ONE ABOUT THE
£1000 SPEAKERS THAT CAN
BE BOUGHT FOR JUST £275 ?

WE HAVE

.

But seriously
Why buy ordinary mass
produced speakers from your
local high street hi-fi dealer,

loudspeakers for up to 1/4 of
the price without any loss of

sound quality.

We sell our speakers direct to

on any equivalent mass

you could save as much as
£8000 by building your own

have the satisfaction of

by yourself.

All our kits utilise the highest
quality components and have
factory machined cabinets.
This means that anyone can
build an excellent sounding
system to be proud of.

Additional Demonstration facilities in Wigan, Lancs.
Q\one 01942 521771 to book your appointment.

Phone today for your free catalogue
giving details of our full range of DIY
kits and accessories.

- IF YOU THINK THAT BUYING A

when you could build your own

the public so we can guarantee
that huge savings will be made

produced speakers. We believe

hi-fi system and you would also

knowing that it was hand built

‘ )
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NEW SYSTEM IS TOO COSTLY -
THEN WHY NOT UPGRADE YOUR
EXISTING COMPONENTS ?

You can vastly improve the sound of your loudspeakers and
valve amplifiers by replacing the capacitors with one of the
worlds best film and foil capacitors - HOVLAND

We also carry a full range of both SCR (Chateauroux) and
ANSAR polypropylene capacitors plus VOLT air cored
inductors. All of which will dramatically improve the sound
of your existing system.

Trade enquiries welcome.
50 Main Street Broughton Astley Leicester LE9

6RD Tel: +44 01455 286603 Fax: +44 01455 286605
Email: wilmslow.audio @dial.pipex.com

Wilmslow ;
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DVD RECORDING ARRIVES their way into

CD-Recordable and ReWritable may have been occupying centre  hi-fi CD

stage recently in both the computing and hi-fi spheres, but there’s players, it's

a new format on the block which many have been awaiting with only a matter

baited breath - DVD-RAM. The DVD technology which packs of time before

video or 24-bit/96kHz audio onto a CD-size disc has been read- it turns up on

only up to now. However, with the release of Toshiba’s the specialist

GF-1050 DVD-RAM drive, recordability has arrived. audio scene.
The '1050 uses phase-change to store 2.6Gb per side on The fact that

rewritable blank discs. At the moment, as is the case with you can

CD-ReWritable, blank costs are high at £25 for a double-sided already buy

disc, and on top of that the Hitachi won’t write to either 24/96 audio

CD-R or CD-RW. There’s also the fact that you'll need a discs (albeit

dedicated DVD-RAM drive to read the discs once they’ve been from a very limited range of titles at present), that DVD now

recorded onto, as standard DVD machines can’t cope with them comes in rewritable form and that it’s likely to do well in the

(again, another trait shared with CD-RW). huge computer market strengthens the hand of DVD Audic in
The £465 GF-1050 is designed to slot into a Personal the face of the (hopefully) imminent launch of Sony and Philips’

Computer, but as many computer drive mechanisms have made Super Audio CD.

16 NOT OUT

Wharfedale have produced

silk-domed, ferro-fluid-

cooled tweeter. With a new
vet another version of their crossover and choice of
ever-green Diamond Rosewood, light Oak or
bookshelf ‘speakers to Teak veneers, tne
celebrate the 16th Anniversary Diamonds will
anniversary of the original set you back £199 95,
launch. Styled the

‘Anniversary Diamond” and Wharfedale

limited in production to Sovereign Court,
5000 pairs, these two-ways Ermine Business Park,
are based on the Diamond Huntingdon,

Cambs. PE18 6WA

Tel: 01480 447700

7.2 but boast a new 130mm

mid/bass driver and a 1in.

HARD GRAAF UKD
As many enthusiasts will be aware, valve amplifiers employing 23 Richings Way,
neither capacitors nor transformers between their valves and the Iver,

loudspeakers they drive (otherwise known as Output Capacitorless  Bucks. SL0 9DA

and Output Transformerless amplifiers) have tended to be a touch Tel: 01753 652669

on the esoteric side. Although the benefits are potentially — — —
great, so are the difficulties of devising a system which works
reliably without the need for constant adjustment and is also
cheap (in terms of replacement valves) to run,

Graaf’'s GM20 claims both these distinctions in what the
company calls a user-friendly and stylish package. Not having a
City and Guilds in audio equipment maintenance is apparently
10 bar to owning a GM20, which offers 25watts/channel in
stereo configuration or 60watts when monobloc’d.

Interfacing directly with the loudspeakers are the 6C33
sutput triodes (two per channel in push-pull) which are
-eadily available for £20-£30. The Graaf is available through
JKD and costs £2750.

1I-FI WORLD SEPTEMBER 1998



Rebecca Pidgon “Four
Marys” (CD)

Acclaimed singer/actress
Rebecca Pidgeon takes
listeners on a musical
journey back to her Scottish
roots with traditional songs
of love, infidelity, war and
revenge. Her crystalline voice
blends magically with Scottish music’s top
musicians.
See Ms. Pidgeon in thg new David Mamet film, “The
Spanish Prisoner.”

“You want to listen to
Pidgeon all night.” --

CHESKY

“.. delivers delicate art
songs and Celtic-derived
folk, her arrangements
achieving a cool jazz-
meets-chamber - music
elegance.” -- Rolling

Rebecca Pidgeon
“The Raven” (CD)

On this audiophile classic,
Ms. Pidgeon’s lovely
voice rings with honest,
unpretentious

confidence and vivid

tenderness. Features

her legendary

rendition of “Spanish
Harlem” and “Grandmother.”

Stone

Robb Report

“96 kHz/24-bit super Audio DVD Releases

David Chesky “Three Psalms
For String Orchestra”
(CD, 96/24 Super Audio DVD)

“The Super Audio Collection &
Professional Test Disc” (96/24 Super
Audio DVD)

wide and deep” -- Audio

The John Basile Quartet
“The Desmond Project”
(CD, 96/24 Super Audio
DVD)

of alto saxophone legend
Paul Desmond with
stunning new guitar
quartet arrangements of

classics like “For All We Know,” “My
Funny Valentine” and “Take Five.” A 96kHz/24-

bit recording.

“...the superior detail and life of the 96/24

DVD...provides some of the nicest soundstage detail

around.” -- Audio

Babatunde
Olatunji “Love
Drum Talk” (CD)

The Father of World
music returns on this
superb-sounding
1998 Grammy-
Award nominee for
Best World Music
Album. lrresistible dance
rhythms and beautiful ensemble
singing show why Olatunji's music and spirit have been
moving the soul since his landmark debut “Drums Of
Passion.”
«...| stand in awe of the recent Chesky Records release
‘Love Drum Talk'...The sound quality is as staggering
as the music.” -- Fi

David Chesky's newest composition for
modern orchestra examines spiritual
crisis. Recorded at 96kHz/24-bits with
the Deutsches Film orchester
Babelsberg and conductor Stephen
Somary, “Three Psalms” is an
emotional listening experience that
will move lovers of modern romantic music.
«...real power and depth...[the sound)] is expansive, both

John celebrates the genius

"
n: ‘:"I“"l

Livingston
Taylor “Ink”
(CD, 96/24

Super Audio
DVD)

“...from the
opening
passage of

whistling to the end of

[“Isn't She Lovely”]. Listen to this
recording and your are never going to be

fully satisfied with CD again.”..

Paquito D’Rivera’
“Portraits of Cuba’
(CD)

On this 1997 Grammy-
Award winner for Best
Latin Jazz Album,
saxophonist and
clarinetist Paquito
D'Rivera and a top-notch jazz
ensemble perform lush arrangements of
classic, Cuban jazz songs. Very much in the spirit of
Davis' and Evans' “Sketches of Spain,” “Portraits”
features “The ‘I Love Lucy Theme™ and “The Peanut
Vendor.”
“...achieves an immaculate and detailed audio
presentation...” -- Gramophone

A

Experience the new audio benchmark with the first
original 96kHz/24-bit Super Audio DVD. Features
96/24 recordings of Sara K., Rebecca Pidgeon,
Babatunde Olatuniji, Livingston Taylor and more,

as well as test tones for professional audio
applications.

Sara K. “Hobo”
Sara K. “Hobo”
(CD, 96/24 Super
Audio DVD)

“Hobo” showcases
this powerful singer-
songwriter's hottest
and hardest-hitting
album to date with gorgeous
96kHz/24-bit detail. Features a smoking
acoustic rendition of the Commodore’s ‘70s smash,
“Brick House,” as well as Sara's beautifully composed
and performed “Moving Big Picture.”
“Sara’s voice took on layer after layer of velvety, throaty
texture. Sounds expanded in space...Acoustic guitars
sprang to life...” -- Fi

= ‘

Dave’s True
Story

“Sex Without
Bodies” (CD)

This hot jazz/
beatnik/ lounge
group creates an
arresting world of
love, lust and
venetian blinds with
sultry vocals, ironic lyrics and jazzy
chord progressions. Stir up those martinis!

“Like Cole Porter writing about phone sex, the Bay
of Pigs and Jackie Collins” -- Time Out NY
0“Smoldering lounge grooves and cheeky Beatnik
lyrics” -- Billboard.

For orders and inquiries, please contact:

VIVANTE

Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton Wick, Surrey KT1 4DB
Tel: 0181 977 6600 Fax: 0181 977 4445




BAG A BARGAIN
Bag End are offering their Infrasub-18 subwoofer (or is that sub-
sub-woofer?) at a price of £1495. With a frequency response
down to 8Hz at -3dB and a response tightly specified to +1dB
from 12Hz to 70Hz, the Infrasub is obviously intended to bring
the house down.

An in-built amplifier capable of 400watts is trimmed and
optimised for the 18in. driver by Bag End’s ELF dual-integrator
system. This offers the choice of operation from the output of a

pre or power amp without risk of damage to the Infrasub’s

HOWZAT?!

Although perhaps more high-jinx than hi-fi, Long Wave is still
an important part of the radio spectrum for the followers of the
‘flannelled fools at the wicket’ on Test Match days. Roberts
Radio has decided to cater for these enthusiasts with their new
Sportsman, a three-band pocket portable which covers the all-

important LW as well as Medium Wave and FM bands. At

WELL, WADIA KNOW

A wealth of features adorns the new 830 CD player from
Wadia Digital. Besides the firm’s DigiMaster filtering system
which uses 32-times resampling to give 21-bit resolution, the
unit is readily upgradable to handle the 24-bit 96kHz standard
by means of a simple chip replacement. Easy matching with

TERK-ISH DELIGHT

American manufacturers TERK Technologies are hoping to
bring their FM Pro aerial to these shores soon. The Pro has a
built-in 11dB amplifier, which enables weak signals to be
boosted prior to reaching the tuner. In strong signal areas, this
facility can simply be switched off. The export version of the
FM Pro has gold-plated co-axial terminals and does not require
‘baluncing’ for use with standard UK 75Q cables. This 57in.

design, ike all dipoles, needs to be broadside on to the

SOLD SHORT

In last month’s letter replies we mistakenly quoted the price of
a Pentacone turntable mat as £12.95. The correct price is, in

HI-FI WORLD

amplifier or driver. The latter is loaded by a sealed enclosure of
approximately three cubic feet, which is constructed from
0.75in. MDF. The Bag End measures two feet square by 18in.
deep and tips the scales at 103Ibs.

The De-Régle Group
9 Felsted Avenue,
Wisbech,

Cambs. PE13 3SL
Tel: 01945 463077

roughly the size of a
pack of playing-
cards, the Sportsman
sells for £29.99,

Roberts Radio
Tel: 01709 571722

Sportsman

FM StarmaNw Parsona) Radio

amplifiers is
provided by the

balanced output
stage and Wadia’s
‘Direct-Connect’ system, which eliminates the need for
internal analogue pre-amp stages. This is claimed to give
improved performance in addition to reducing
circuit complexity and keeping the cost down to
£3000. '

The Musical Design Co.
PO Box 4146,

Epping,

Essex CM16 6HU

Tel: 01992 573030

transmitter for best results and mounting outdoors is likely to
be most effective unless you happen to need a dual-purpose

towel rail.

Terk Technologies
63 Mall Drive,
Commack,

NY 11725

E-mail: www.terk.com

fact, £19.95. Pentacone can be contacted on tel: 01924
445039.
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== WIRE & INSULATION

e —
e
ommmsmmmms /317733 Ormskirk Road e Pemberton

: -
Wigan e Lancashire o England ¢ WN5 8AT
TEL/FAX: 44 - 1 - 942 887171

The DESKADEL range of HI-Fi interconnect, speaker
cables, hook-up wires and tone arm wires are
precision manufactured featuring PURE SILVER
conductors insulated with PTFE in a variety of
designs to suit all applications. Using only the
finest materials and the latest manufacturing
techniques we aim to provide a selection
of quality products for superb natural

sound reproduction on a scale
previously unheard.
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The Link |

|_For details of our extensive

van den Hul UK , imex House, 6 Wadsworth Road, Greenford, Msex, UB6 7JJ. Tel:0181 997 4280

introduce DESKADEL Products

ESSRSSess I -l
o

DISTRIBUTORS:

ARBELOS
Tel/Fax: 41-613616466

AUDIO SYNTHESIS
Tel: 44-1-159224138
Fax: 44-1-159229701

ANALOGUE AUDIO
PRODUCTS
Tel/Fax: 31-30-6044342

DESKADEL INT BVBA
Tel: 32-3-8892231
Fax: 32-38609181

Panton Road
Hoole

Chester

CH2 3HX

Tel: 01244 401290

acdio analogue
audio physic
avi
blueprint
cnmson electric
dnm reson
heybrock
Ifd
meracus
mistral
neat
opera
origin live
ortofon
pink triangle
project
roksan
royd
sonneteer
teac
trichord
trilogy
uk
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T-upP
In addition to the T-40 integrated amplitier reviewed elsewhere
in these pages, Myryad
have announced two new
CD players, the T-10 and
T-20, both derived fr(;m

1.20 compert dise plove?

the more expensive
MC-100.

First for value is the
T-10 (at £399.95), which
offers 20-bit conversion.
The £200 premium of
the T-20 nets you the

BLACK BOX FOR MINIDISC?

While MiniDisc has made a splash in professional audio as a
format for storing jingles and adverts, its reception as a genuine
high-fidelity medium in those circles has apparently been rather
muted. However, according to MVL, a new development of
theirs promises to assuage any doubits the pro scene might have
about MD’s sound. Although they’re not releasing any details of
the process yet, apparently it deals with weaknesses in the areas
of harshness, unstable imaging and lack of excitement.

AE UNCLOAKED

A fresh offering for metal-heads is Acoustic Energy’s Aegis One
loudspeaker, a two-way bass-reflex retailing at £149.95. A
25mm MDF front baffle houses the mid/bass driver (made from
the company’s favourite alloy) and silk.-dome tweeter. The Aegis
claims a frequency response ot 38Hz 10 22kHz with a power
handling up to 120watts. Shielded magnets and Oxygen-Free

Copper wiring are another pair of feathers in the Aegis’ cap.

Acoustic Energy, 16 Bridge Road,
Cirencester, Glos. GL7 1NJ
Tel: 01285 654432

added attractions of a 128-times oversampled, linear-phase
filter and 100% DC-coupled circuitry. Both of the new

machines are finished
with solid, brushed-
aluminium fascias and
come with remote

control.

Myryad Systems

2 Pipers Wood,
Waterberry Drive,
Waterlooville PO7 7XU
Tel: 01705 265508

MVL’s other releases consist of a number of power amps ranging
from 50watts to 2kwatts in power output. Distortion is claimed 1o be

“phenomenally low”. Watch this space tor more information.

MVL, 74 The Close, Norwich, Norfolk NR1 4DR, Tel: 01953 851242

ACCUPHASE DG-28
DIGITAL VOICING
EQUALISER

If you’re living in a box then no amount
of amplifier or loudspeaker upgrades
will give you the perfect system sound.
The answer is to upgrade your room
with Accuphase’s DG-28 digital EQ.

CRIMSON ELECTRIC
CS630C MONOBLOC
POWER AMPS

Find out if these 100watt black boxes
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from Crimson can follow in the footsteps
of their single-chassis sibling and blend

power with musicality.

JPW RUBY 2
LOUDSPEAKERS

We test the mettle of IPW’s £500 Ruby 2
stand mounters with their alloy mid/bass

cones and tweeters.

SENNHEISER HD-580
PRECISION HEADPHONES

A price tag of £200 marks out these

Sennheisers as a special pair of cans.

With their neodymium magnets and
lightweight aluminium voice coils, can

they make the grade?

APHELION AND
CLASSIQUE SOUNDS
PLINTHS FOR GARRARD
MOTOR UNITS

Housing your cherished Garrard 401
needn’t be expensive with plinths for
£200 from Aphelion and £175 from

Classique Sounds.
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DERS

Leo Lam enjoys the advantages of active operation with Harbeth’s DPM1
Pro-Actives, Soundcraft’s Spirit Absolute 4Ps, Event’s 20/20bas and KRK’s V8s.

TO START AT THE BEGINNING

There is only one definition of high fidelity, and that
reads, “the accurate reproduction of sound”. For acoustic
instrumental or vocal recordings, this translates into how
close the reproduced sound from your loudspeakers is to
the original sound at the recording venue. For artificial,
electronic recordings there is no natural ‘truth’ because
everything has been synthesised, and the reference
becomes the sound which the producers heard during the
recording sessions, where they rely heavily on the
studio’s monitor loudspeakers. But what you won't find

SEPTEMBER 1998

most recording engineers and producers listening to are
the common or garden passive loudspeakers resident in
the majority of listening rooms.

WHY ACTIVE?

For real insight into the innards of a mix, and to save on
valuable shelf space, recording studios tend to opt for
active loudspeakers. These have their own dedicated
active crossovers and power amplifiers built-in, which
means there is no need for a sound-degrading passive
crossover between the driver and the output of the amp.

HI-FI WORLD



One great benefit of this modus operandi is that the
amplifiers can be designed to suit the electrical
characteristics of a particular drive unit, thereby
maximising sound quality and preventing overloading
and clipping (see this month’s letters pages for more on
this topic), which are both highly destructive.

In strong contrast, combining passive ‘speakers with
suitable cabling and amplification can be a real lottery, as
any one who has tried assembling a system without the
help of a capable dealer will know. Active operation does
away with these matching problems.

WE LIVE IN HOPE

Unfortunately, at present there are few domestic
companies other than the likes of Wharfedale and
Meridian who champion the active cause, although this
situation will hopefully change as cross-fertilisation
between pro and domestic sectors increases. So we
decided to investigate candidates from the professional
side of the audio fence where there’s a thriving scene full
of affordable active loudspeakers.

While one of the four models here comes from a name
familiar to home listeners - Harbeth - the others supply
the pro market. In fact, the models we have gathered here
are used in recording studios in the UK and world-wide:
Event 20/20bas, Harbeth Xpression! DPM1 Pro-Actives,
KRK V8s and Soundcraft Spirit Absolute 4Ps.

GRILL GENTLY...

For this review, we chose some of the most revealing
recordings to determine if these monitors could live up to
their active promise. The disc list included: the gold CD

version of Herold-
Lanchbery’s La Fille Mal
Gardee (Decca 430 196-2G);
Rebecca Pidgeon’s The New
York Girls’ Club (Chesky
JD141); the Opus 3 Special
20th Anniversary Celebration
HDCD Disc (Opus3 CD
19692); and The Eagles’ Hell
Freezes Over (GFCD 24725).
Some more recent
Pop/Dance discs were also
used, among them
Madonna’s Ray Of Light and
Merril Bainbridge’s The
Garden.

THE FINAL
INGREDIENTS

Most of the listening was
carried out with a Teac T1
transport and a modified
Assemblage HDCD DAC-2
as the source. Musical
Fidelity’s Nu-Vista pre-amp
then fed the signal directly
through two-metre lengths of
Kimber cabling into the
inputs of the ‘speakers. A
Myryad T-20 CD player and
Creek OBH-12 passive
pre-amp were used too.

POWER AMP
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120W + 60W power amps and active fillers

monitor speaker

LED
tripchip

hpm

" N

Most active |

level, as well as a choice of sockets (RCA and XLR in this case).

Lt 1 4 | 4

TWEETER

Inside an active loudspeaker, an electronic crossover
separates the signal into high and low-frequency
sections before passing them on to the power amps,

which are connected directly to their respective drivers.

MID/BASS
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Your ship has come in!!

23 Langley Broom
Langley Berkshire SLL3 8NB

TEL: (01753) 542761 : FAX: (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:

[0am - 8pm Monday - Saturday (By appointment)

ACUrus

The Acurus ACT 3 is a breakthrough in surround
sound processing preamplifiers.

Engineered and made in the USA its sonic
performance and useful features are superior to
processors selling for over £10,000.

At under £1,800 the ACT 3 is another very good
reason Acurus is internationally acclaimed as the
world’s finest value in audio.

Performance:

DTS®: MPEG®: Dolby Digital®:

Dolby Prologic®: DSP Music Modes:
Custom Algorithms: DC Coupled Outputs:
Discrete Class A Output Stage:

20 Bit D/A Converters for all Channels

Features: Too many to list for the space left!!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST PLEASE CONTACT

t's what your

right arm's for

2N

ouru ccess the finest

primary

ngineering

Soluﬁon., provided by gcrrcrd & [horens,with

thelr broadcast standard motor units, whose plater ,

bearing & motor specifications have never been
Surpouod .

LN: apply the same level of
Commmnom to ; linth ﬁynom@oslgn ond

phelion Soluﬂon, a
l'h like no 'hor

.Fr oEm nd you would(/Dlo for! contact,
01491 834 700

APHELION. 19, BERN LINK BRIAR HILL
NORTHA MPTON. N. 4, DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED
tel 01604 760915 fax 01604 760915

you wiil have ar| lvod at the




It was 20 years ago today....

In November ‘77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched
their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course!

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design
in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport,

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre

and now, high end DVD.

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video

BOOTHROYD STUART

_MERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1486 432948
http://iwww.meridian-audio.com



SOUNDCRAFT
Cranborne Ind. Est.,
Cranborne Road,
Potters Bar,

Herts. EN6 3JN

Tel: 01707 665000

SOUNDCRAFT SPIRIT ABSOLUTE 4P

THE TECHNOLOGY

Soundcraft is one of the professional wings of Harman
International, which also owns JBL, Harman Kardon and
Audax. The Spirit team within Soundcraft consists of eight
designers, and the Absolute 4P is their flagship
loudspeaker.

The 4Ps employ custon drive units from their sister
company, Audax. To distinguish these from their more
run-of-the-mill siblings, the frames are painted a fetching
shade of metallic green. The better driver here is the 6in.
long-throw mid/bass with its Aerogel cone. Aerogel has a
stiffness-to-mass ratio higher than traditional materials -
you can feel this just by gently pressing on the cone.

A ferrofluid-cooled, soft-dome tweeter takes care of
the treble, behind which is located the rear-firing reflex
port. One point to note for computer and cinemaphiles is
that the Absolute 4Ps don’t list magnetic shielding as one
of their benefits.

Within those stern, grey boxes lurk four 100watt amps
constructed predominantly from surface-mount parts. The
matching constant-voltage active crossover at 2.4kHz
features time compensation to account for the fact that
the drivers’ centres are not acoustically aligned on the
front baffle. Current limiting and thermal protection for
the drivers and amplifiers are included in the package,
their status indicated by smart LEDs.

The cabinet is the group-standard MDF board finished
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in grey veneer, which contrasts attractively with the green
driver face-plates. Together with the shapely cabinet, this
marks the 4Ps out as possibly the only domestically-
harmonious monitor in the line-up this month. My only
criticism would be aimed at the sharp edges on the
heatsink.

Apart from a defeatable filter which rolls the bass off
below 40Hz, permitting greater sound levels to be
reached on bass-heavy music, the Absolute 4Ps have a
lone level potentiometer (which is graduated). Socketry
amounts to both balanced XLR and unbalanced RCA.

SOUND QUALITY

Before | unieashed any music through the 4Ps, |
discovered a couple of minor hiccups. One was mains
hum pick-up, the other a loud thump on start up. The
hum was loud enough to be audible at night, and the
thump was disconcerting.

The Spirits” manual recommended positioning the 4Ps
close to a rear wall for extra bass reinforcement. |
eventually settled on a location about 0.5m from the back
wall with both cabinets firing directly at the listening spot
and the subsonic filter switched off.

The 4Ps swiftly demonstrated the pedigree of their
Aerogel main driver. On Pop mixes these ‘speakers
produced a balanced, solid sound with a very smooth
midrange. The upshot was vocals which hung well free of
the enclosures and suffered from very little coloration.

Dropping down the octaves, the 4Ps rustled up an
excellent bass performance - it was lithe, forceful, tightly
controlled and had a slam which you don’t expect from
boxes this small. More importantly, it was even from the
upper bass right down to its limit at the bottom.

Nothing in this world is perfect, and the Absolutes’
weakness was the tweeter, as we noted in our original
review in October 1997. The string section of the
orchestra in La Fille Mal Gardee had a sting in its tail
which could become uncomfortable at highish levels,
and the fine harmonic structure of the recording was
slightly smudged.

The 4Ps had musicality on their side, but they didn’t
rank so highly in terms of all-out, analytical insight; next
to the exceptional KRK V8s, they actually sounded
slightly shut-in. Transients were tackled with ease,
though, and the tonal balance throughout was superb,
apart from the roughness to the tweeter.

Unlike the KRKs, the Absolutes seemed to thrive on
complicated passages, especially at domestic rather than
studio volumes. They replayed the Decca remaster in a
composed and expressive manner, driving the music
along with enthusiasm and never losing control.

This was one of the 4Ps’ major merits. With all
musical genres, they retained a very tight grip on rhythm
and timing without becoming mechanical. Combined
with a spacious sound stage and stable imaging, that’s an
attractive selection of attributes.
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HARBETH XPRESSION! DPM1

THE TECHNOLOGY

Looking at the Xpression! DPM1 Pro-Actives, you would
never imagine they came from the same stable as the
respected HL-P3ES stand mounters with their understated
looks. After many years of ‘BBC experience’ gained
manufacturing sober broadcast-grade monitors and
domestic loudspeakers, it was a surprise to see Harbeth’s
Alan Shaw come up with such a ‘colourful’ loudspeaker.

Talking of colour, the name DPM1 comes from ‘Deep
Purple Monitors’, after the Xpression!s’ mid/bass cone
which Harbeth designed and manufactured from the
ground up with the help of a government research grant.
Its injection-moulded polymer is claimed to be virtually
free of audible coloration. The A2 driver which the cone
fronts is an 8in. long-throw design reflex loaded and
married to a 28mm Morel fabric-dome tweeter. The
crossover frequency is set at 2.6kHz and carefully
engineered to disguise the transition between the drivers,
both of which are magnetically shielded.

Endowing these DPM1s with the 'Active’ suffix (a
passive version is also available) are the three high-power
IC amps in each enclosure. One pair operates in push-
pull to drive the bass, while a single chip is used for the
less demanding tweeter, yielding 120watts and 75watts
respectively. These are housed in a hard-wearing, grey
cabinet of inch-thick MDF. Two LEDs mounted on the
tweeter indicate On/Off and amplifier overload.

The Harbeths’ rear-panel facilities are relatively
minimal by the standards of this grouptest. A gain control
and a switch (which toggles between RCA and XLR
inputs) completes the line-up, leaving the rest of the back
panel to a large heatsink. The gain control on our sample
had no clear marking or steps, making accurate
adjustment a little awkward, but we have been told that
production models will have a graduated pot fitted.

SOUND QUALITY

The DPM1s were placed around 75cms from the rear
wall and over 1.5m from side walls, with their front
baffles toed in to the listening position.

Turning to the DPM1 Pros right after the KRKs
demonstrated the Harbeths’ easy listenability - you could
walk out of the studio after a good day’s work still feeling
fresh. The DPM1s don’t swap enjoyability for accuracy,
though, as they display plentiful detail in a transparent
sound stage. Vocals were also well projected and there
was very little coloration to them. Tonally, the Harbeths
were more balanced than the KRKs as they were free from
the latters’ treble brightness, and they happily played
music of any genre. String instruments had realistic
presence and speed without a hint of artificial sharpness.

As 1 said earlier, in addition to being very easy on the
ear, the Harbeths are highly detailed (if not as analytical
as the KRK V8s). The important elements in the mix were
well represented, and they were able to recreate a true
sense of the size of recording venues.
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PRO-ACTIVE

With La Fille Mal Gardee, Rebecca Pidgeon and
Merril Bainbridge, the musical picture stretched wide and
had fine, if not exceptional depth. Moving to Madonna
(where the mix itself is two dimensional), the sound stage
was more like a flat curtain, the DPM1s remaining faithful
to the recording. Through the Harbeths, there was
absolutely no escape from any effects pasted onto the
music. For example, reverb (added to make a singer
sound more sonorous) was all too clearly audible.

The A2 cone certainly lived up to its promise when it
came to handling the natural flow of music, even if it
couldn’t quite manage laser-beam focus on imaging.
Bonus number two was the bass, where the DPM1s really
pulled out all the stops. They had an extension and slam
beyond the capabilities of almost all passive domestic
monitors at a similar price (and don't forget, they need
amplification and "speaker cable as well).

| didn’t encounter any clipping problems as the in-
built amps ran out of steam. The red clipping indicator
only flickered briefly when my SPL meter registered over
110dB while | had industrial-grade ear-plugs in place.

Where Harbeth’s background in the domestic as well
as professional arenas pays dividends is the quality of the
DPM1s’ amps. In contrast with many actives, whose
amplification can taint music with a hard, processed
edge, the ICs inside the DPM1s match the drivers
seamlessly. The Harbeths’ whole is definitely greater than
the sum of their parts.

£849

Review

HARBETH ACOUSTICS
Unit 1, Bridge Road,
Haywards Heath,

W. Sussex RH16 1UA
Tel: 01444 440955
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X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,
CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
1517 0
FULTON ROAL; {DOUESEX HAQ OTF.
TELEPHONE O 900 2866.

XLP Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control




KRK V8

THE TECHNOLOGY

KRK have been building professional monitors for 12
years at their Huntington Beach site in California. Their
current range starts off with the £269 passive RoKits and
stretches up to the flagship Model I5P-3 three-way
actives. The V8s enter the picture as the company’s least
expensive powered ‘speakers.

Like the RoKits, the V8s are reflex-loaded two-ways.
Unlike the RoKits, separate power amplifiers are
squeezed into the cabinets to drive the tweeter and the
woofer via an active crossover. Somewhat curiously, the
crossover frequency is set at a low 1.6kHz.

Both the 25mm fabric-dome tweeters and the 8in.
Kevlar mid/bass units are manufactured to KRK's
specifications and are magnetically shielded for use near
computer monitors. The amps themselves deliver 70watts
to the tweeters and 130watts to the woofers. Overload
protection comes in the form of a resettable circuit.

The V8 is easily the most solidly-constructed model in
this group. The 38lb cabinets are assembled from inch-
thick MDF with all the edges rounded off to minimise
cabinet diffraction. The drivers are then mounted flush
with the front baffle to reduce diffraction further. Below
them sits the wide-mouth, front-firing reflex port. A
yellow LED embedded in the plastic ‘V8 by KRK' badge
indicates that the power is on.

Turn the V8s around and you'll find the controls
which enable the loudspeakers’ response to be tailared.
The low-frequency roll-off (-3dB point) can be set to
45Hz, 50Hz or 65Hz and, since the V8s are meant
mainly for use as near-field monitors, there’s 1dB of cut or
boost for frequencies above 2kHz to counteract response
peaks and dips caused by objects in close proximity.
There is also a gain control for equalising the volume
when the V8s are fed from sources with different output
levels. These can be connected through either XLR
connectors or a 0.25in. jack plug (The Chord Company
make suitable interconnects, tel: 01722 331674).

SOUND QUALITY

ON KRK'’s recommendation, the V8s were placed well
away from walls and auditioned at around 1.5m away
near-field. After some tweaking with the help of a Sound
Pressure Level meter, | opted for the 45Hz bass roll-off
and a flat high-frequency setting for my room.

Detail really is the V8s’ forte. They pulled vast
amounts of microscopic subtleties out of the recording, to
the extent that the process could be painful with less-
than-ideal discs. With decent ones, though, the V8s
faithfully reproduced every last nuance, which helped
them bring images into sharp focus - Rebecca Pigeon’s
voice hung pin-sharp midway between the two cabinets.
However, prolonged listening showed a slight deviation
from the tonal straight and narrow, a hint of cone
coloration sneaking in at the top end of female vocals.

Considering their imaging skills, | was looking forward
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to expansive sound staging from the V8s. The opening of
La Fille Mal Gardee confirmed the KRKs’ credentials in
this area with the way they arrayed instruments across a
very broad, deep acoustic. While the tonality was
generally even and natural, a sharpness most obvious on
strings made longer listening fatiguing. At least partly
counteracting this were the swift transients and delicate,
prolonged decay to notes which accompanied the V8s’
controlled presentation. In fact, I'd have to say I’ve never
heard more detail or precision from any other of the
loudspeakers I've reviewed.
Dynamically these ‘speakers were certainly no
slouches - at normal listening leveis they responded with
great speed, accuracy and a delicacy you won't hear from
even some very upmarket passive models. But during
more energetic and complicated passages, the KRKs
struggled to tease apart the layers of detail and could
sound confused. This shortcoming only appeared on very
dense orchestral recordings, though.
As befits their role as active monitors in a studio
environment, the V8s dissect recordings and look deep
into their constituent parts. Unfortunately for domestic
audiophiles, this means the V8s highlight any and all KRK
faults in duff discs. Better releases suffered too - listening Berkhamsted House,
to these "speakers for prolonged periods proved tiring 121 High Street,
because of their treble quality. Re-positioning and Berkhamsted,
switching to -1dB above 2kHz did not completely cure Herts. HP4 2D)
the problem. Tel: 01442 870103
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EVENT

Key Audio Systems
Unit D,

37 Robjohns Road,
Chelmsford,

Essex CM1 3AG
Tel: 01245 344001

EVENT 20/20BAS

THE TECHNOLOGY

Just like KRK, Event Inc. are based in California and have
been manufacturing, “transducers, studio electronics and
high-performance studio monitor systems” for over 25
years. The 20/20ba is their most recent model, designed
using the latest Computer Aided Design tools.

The 20/20bas are unique in this grouptest in the sense
that, where all the other candidates source one or all of
their drivers from outside suppliers, both the tweeter and
the mid/bass unit in the 20/20bas are Event’s own. This,
of course, gives the designer great control over the
performance of each component and the end result.

The Events’ mid/bass driver is one of the larger in the
group at 8in. Event say it has the extended upper
frequency response of a conventional 6.5in. or 7in.
driver, while its larger cone surface area improves the
bass extension. Blending in with the woofer at 2.6kHz is

their 1in. silk-dome tweeter, which is gently horn loaded.

Powering the 'speaker system is a pair of amps, which
can pump 130watts into the mid/bass and 70watts into
the tweeter. Making sure circuit failure or ambitious
volume levels don’t turn voice coils into cinders, Event
have engineered comprehensive protection into the
20/20bas. This will apparently cope with Radio
Frequency interference, output current overloading,
thermal cut-out and turn-on transients. An undefeatable
subsonic filter operating below 30Hz and a resettable
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mains circuit breaker are also provided. However, to my
surprise there was no external heatsink to the rear - the
Events rely solely on their back panel and got very hot
even when idling.

The general cabinet finish of these Californians was
excellent in spite of their being no radiusing of the edges
on the 1in. MDF panels. The large reflex port on the front
isn’t the slickest of the group, either.

Other than the mandatory gain control, the 20/20bas
are fitted with ‘LF Trim’ and ‘HF Trim’. The first alters the
bass response below 400Hz by +/-3dB, the second
controls the level above the 2.6kHz crossover frequency.
However, neither of them is graduated and it was difficult
to set the ‘speakers up without the help of an SPL. The
power-on LED below the bass driver doubles as a
clipping indicator.

The 20/20bas use Neutrik’s combined XLR/0.25in.
jack sockets like the KRK V8 - no RCA unbalanced input
is provided.

SOUND QUALITY

| set up the Event according to the manual by forming an
equilateral triangle between the ’‘speakers and the
listening position. The 20/20bas found themselves around
two feet from the rear wall and toed in at 30degrees, so
their front baffles were pointing straight at me.

Mercifully, the blandness of the Events’ cabinets is not
mimicked in the acoustic department. The 20/20bas had
a comfortable, warm-ish balance that was immediately
pleasing to the ears. The tweeter possessed a smooth
output and a decent amount of high-frequency fine detail,
which contributed to a sizeable sound stage. This much
was evident on the guitar solo in the Opus 3 Anniversary
recording, where the Events captured the string
scratching, box beating and wooden resonance in all
their glory.

More long-term listening started showing up a few
minor departures from the monitor ideal. Rebecca
Pidgeon and Merril Bainbridge’s vocals were mildly
coloured - they sounded slightly muted, as if the
performance was taking place behind a curtain. And a
spin with Bryn Terfel’s Something Wonderful uncovered
some unevenness in the mid-to-upper baritone range.

For all their bass depth, the Events weren’t quite as
tuneful as the more nimble actives in this test - they
tended to homogenise what was going on in the lower
octaves with their slightly one-note approach. This was
especially obvious with the flowing bassline of
Madonna’s ‘Ray Of Light’ and the descending octave in
‘The Garden’.

The only operational foible | encountered with the
20/20bas was when the thermal protector shut them
down twice during the audition, even though the volume
rarely rose above normal levels. In strong contrast, all of
the other reviewees were only warm to the touch after
hours of continuous use.
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CONCLUSION

Listening to these monitors was an interesting experience.
None of the loudspeakers is perfect. All the usual
shortfalls - coloration, cabinet resonance and overloading
- appeared in one or more of the contenders here. In
addition, with the exception of the Harbeths and the
Absolute 4Ps, the power amplifiers within the monitors
were not as sonically adept as some of their domestic
equivalents. However, the advantages still shine through.

With an outlay of £1000 or less, you can net yourself a
pair of very well made and matched loudspeakers
together with a set of power amplifiers tailored
specifically to their drivers. All you need to add for a
complete musical set-up in the home is a pre-amp like
the dinky but excellent Musical Fidelity X-Pre, a pair of
long interconnects and a CD player along the lines of
Marantz’s CD-63mk!l KI-Signature. If you can afford to
splash out more on source, pre and interconnects though,
these actives will sound better still.

A similar passive arrangement might consist of a £400
integrated amp, £50 worth of loudspeaker cable and
£500 loudspeakers. But from past experiments, we know
this system would pale next to active alternatives with
their far superior dynamics, transparency and control,
particularly in the bass.

So, who will be crowned king of the active hill? Here
are the podium positions in reverse order. . .

KORKING V8

If you prize detail above all else and prefer a fast, crisp
sound, KRK’s £1000 V8s could be right up your street. In
the aforementioned areas, the KRK’s lead the group, with
their ability to unearth the tiniest of subtleties and present
percussion with lightning-fast transients. The V8s also
spread sharply-focused images across a sound stage
which boasts genuine front-to-back depth as well as the
more easily-achievable cinematic width.

In the ‘nuts and bolts’ of ‘speakerdom, the V8s scored
highly. It was in the more elusive qualities of musicality
and listenability (which, to be fair, are more domestic
than professional requisites) that they appeared less
invincible. Their treble contributed a great deal to
improved detail perception but rather less to unfatiguing
long-term listening. No amount of adjustment in treble
output could remedy this state of affairs, and next to the
Harbeths and Events the KRKs sounded fierce.

20/20 VISION
Event’s 20/20bas with their horn-loaded silk-dome
tweeters came from the other end of the tonal spectrum to
the KRKs. Their smooth high frequencies proved more
pleasant partners for orchestral strings than had the V8s'.
Detail was never in short supply, nor was spaciousness.
Counting against the 20/20bas were slightly veiled
vocals and a tonal balance which deviated from the ideal
in the upper bass. More worrying was the heat coming off
the cabinets’ rear panels and the two occasions when the
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Events cut out
altogether.

ABSOLUTELY
FINE

Blending some of the
virtues of the KRKs and
the Harbeths were the
Absolute 4Ps. Their grip
on recordings was,
well, absolute. When
we first heard them,
they had the kind of
taut, powerful bass
which only much more
expensive passive
loudspeakers and
amplifiers could
emulate. Nothing has
changed in the
meantime with this second pais. The Aerogel mid/bass
driver continued to impress in the midrange, where it
proved crisp but natural.

What prevented the 4Ps from overtaking the Harbeths
were their tweeters, which were below par next to their
Aerogel companions. There was a roughness to upper
registers, and a smearing of delicate detail which had the
Absolutes lagging behind the Morels fitted to the DPM1
Pro-Actives.

THE XPRESSIONIST! SCHOOL

Out of all our active contenders, the Harbeths do the best
job of mixing domestic and professional. The DPM1s
were immensely listenable without that costing them the
accuracy and detail required for studio use. Through
these loudspeakers, string instruments were expressive
and sweet, and the
emotion in music, rather
than the mere
combination of
waveforms at different
frequencies, was
captured too.

The low-coloration
Deep Purple A2 cone
deserves praise as well,
as do the Harbeths’
amps, which showed
little sign of stress during
the listening session.
The only ‘could do
better’ comments relate
to imaging and sound
staging, although this
amounts to no more
than hair-splitting.
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A SERIES COMPACT - SOMETIMES SMALL IS BETTER.

When it comes to speaker design, bigger isn't necessarily better. In fact, the reverse can be true.

Two minutes of a favourite track through Celestion’s remarkable A Series Compact will convince you ance
and for all.

The Campact delivers the same pure, natural sound quality for which the A Series is renowned. The same
unerring accuracy, even with the most demanding material

It's hardly surprising. The Compact uses essentially the same advanced componentry as the acciaimed Al,
partnering Celestion’s famously sweet-sounding 25mm titonium dome tweeter with a potent 100mm long
throw bass driver.

The use of neodymium for the HF magnet allows their acoustic centres to be aligned closer together on the
distinctive die-cast aluminium chassis - a configuration which markedly improves definition and stereo
imaging. And as well as looking good, the neat, curved edge baffle virtually eliminates diffraction effects

You hear the difference straight away. The sound is noticeabiy sweeter, fresher, more open. The ciority, simply
astonishing - and the looks speak for themselves.

As the saying goes, size isn’t everything. It's how you use it that counts.

FOR DETAILS ON CFLESTION A SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: CELESTION CONSUMER DIVISION, DEPT HFW?25, FREEPOST MA 1332
ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTOME, KENT ME15 4BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 687442, WEBSITE,Ritp://www.calastion.com

Model featured above in Cherrywoad finish

CELESTION
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Feature

This month David Price scours Tokyo’s hi-fi shops

for the latest Japanese turntables, amplifiers and loudspeakers.

VINYL

Japan was arguably where the vinyl revival started, and
it's a revival that’s certainly showing no signs of slowing.
Especially interesting is Sony’s re-entry into the fray -
could this be the start of something big? Here are some
of the latest ‘Analog Players’, as they’re now known in
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DENON DP-900M

20 years back, Denon made some of the best turntables
money could buy. Although nowadays vinyl is hardly the
company’s core business, it still has a very decent range
of disc spinners. Top of the direct-drive tree is the
DP-900M at Y100000 (£460). A swish 13kg affair
sculpted from mock-wooc veneered MDF, it has an
S-shape tone-arm that's eerily reminiscent of Linn’s now-
defunct Basik LVV (also sourced in Japan). Sound is very
respectable - bass is tight, midband clean and treble
sweet.

DENON GOLDEN 11

Many Japanese consumers believe foreign is best,
providing ‘foreign’ means Europe or the US and not
China or Korea. To wit, Denon’s most expensive
turntable - costing Y 140000 (£645) - is actually a Dual
CS503 in drag! Called 'Golden’ on account of it having
gold bits (platter and arm tube), it offers kudos rather
than quality. In truth, Denon’s cheapest decks don’t
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sound much worse, and even their Y 15000 (£70)
DP-26F midi-sized player measures
better!

DENON DL-S1 MC
CARTRIDGE

Arguably the longest-running

hi-fi component ever made,
Deneon’s DL-103 Moving-Coil
cartridge is still being made today
nearly 40 years after it was first introduced. Although not
a bad sounding device, the only Denon you should
really hanker after is the S1. Featuring super-pure 6N
copper wiring and a special stylus profile, it produces a
minuscule 0.15mV. But find a matching transformer like
Denon’s AU-S1 and you’ll get some of the sweetest,
most musical sounds around. Together, they’ll set you
back Y160000 (£740).

MICRO SX-800011

It's always puzzled me why Micro, purveyor of some of
the finest high-end direct drives of the late Seventies,
switched to belt drive. Well, all becomes
clear when vou hear the
S$X-8000ll. Massive
engineering - and when the
Japanese do battleship build,
it really is battleship -
and elegant design
conspire to make one
of the world’s finest
turntables. The

28kg platter sits

atop the main unit,
which also houses two
tone-arms. To the left, a
separate Michell Orbe-style
motor unit drives a thin rubber
belt. Finally, both units are located

on a massive, beautifully wood-

veneered base. Motor torque is extreme, total weight
63kg, total price Y1370000 (£6400) - say no more.
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Feature

SONY PS-LX300H
Well, well - the mighty Sony Corporation, co-inventor of
Compact Disc, making turntables again! Y35000 (£165)

buys you this elegant black Technics lookalike. But wait,
where’s the "Quartz-lock DD’ label that festooned every
vinyl spinner Sony ever made? Gone, because this one’s
a belt drive. Although built down to a price with slightly
wobbly arm bearings, it’s still a fine deck for the money

with a pleasant sound.

TECHNICS SL-1200Mk4

Yes, the SL-1200 is just as popular in Japan as it is
everywhere else, with the slip-mat-equipped club
version (SL-1200mk3D) selling for under Y50000 (£230)
in discount stores. But for the home user, the new Mk4
gives you a proper rubber platter mat, OFC arm wiring
and a 78rpm facility.

Technics’ turntable users gives you a clue about the
demographics of vinyl fans in Japan - they’re usually
either ‘cool’ baseball-capped clubbers or old fuddy-
duddies who collect rare Jazz 78s! Still, in either guise
the SL-1200 is a fine workhorse.

AMPLIFIERS

Although valves have really taken root in Japan, there
are still some awesome transistor designs around.
Invariably full or near-Class A biased and with tree-
stump pulling power, they usually have a sweet and
seductive sound. But reliability and finish are extremely
important here too, which explains why Japanese
amplifiers are massively over-engineered and dripping
with wood and champagne-gold
brushed aluminium. Here are some of
the top designs:

ENON PRA-AST/POA-AS1

A stunning combination, Denon's top pre/power makes
you wonder if transistor amps get any better. Y3500000
(£16200) buys you the best discrete components around:
there’s extensive use of Denon'’s ‘ultra high current’
MOSFETs in the pre-amp’s line stages and the power
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amp output stages. The 25kg pre-amp features a separate
box for its power supply, plus an exotic looking dual-
ganged volume potentiometer. The power amp gives a
claimed 250W per side into 8ohms, rising to exactly
1000W into 2ohms, which explains its 80kg weight.

KV ERIVA/ AT

The K270 ‘Large Integrated Audio System’ is in fact
rather small at only 300mm in width, and features an
amplifier, CD player and tuner all in one. Just another
Mini system you might say, but take a look around the
back and you’ll see an unusually beefy set of cooling
ducts - strange considering its 10W rated power output.
The reason is that it runs in pure Class A, and very nice it
sounds too when said mode is selected from the front-
panel switch. Partnered with B&W CDM1SEs it got rave
reviews in a recent Japanese hi-fi magazine, and even
the CD player sounds good. The cost is Y160000 (£740)
including wooden side panels.

This exotic combo follows the trend for running the
pre-amp from a battery PSU. As you’d expect for
Y2600000 (£12000), build is exemplary, with the best
components used throughout. There’s also the odd
gimmick, like the temperature gauge each TA-NR10
monobloc has to tell you when it’s getting hot. Still, it's a
shame Sony UK doesn’t import Sony’s Reference Series,
of which this is the flagship amplifier. Maybe it's because
together, this little lot weighs in at 156kg!

SANSUI AU-07

The AU-07 has been around since the mid-Seventies

HI-FI WORLD



Feature

and, while never quite the best in its class, has always uses a massive cast chassis, special cone profile and

served up an impressive combination of sound and huge magnet, while the tweeter features horn loading.

facilities. It's been revised many times to keep it at the Unfortunately Pioneer invented a unique acronym for it:

top of the sales charts, and the Anniversary is the latest AFAST-SZ - Acoustical Filter Assisted System Tuning-

incarnation celebrating 20 years in the biz. Spread Zone, don’t you know. Such cleverness makes for
Construction is impressive, even considering its 33Hz-30kHz with a sensitivity of 90dB. Price is Y 100000

Y450000 (£2100) price tag. Inside we see a huge power {£465) including

transformer, massive smoothing capacitors, dual-mono stands.

construction and heatsinks big enough to cool the Sun.

Trick passive components are used extensively, SONY SS-R10L/R

including (brace yourselves) ‘Advanced Hyper Alpha’ You've got to hand it

power transistors. The sound is sweet and civilised but to a company like

not the last word in involvement. A nice, solid, middle of  Sony - its ‘speaker

the roader. range starts with the

tiny SRS-A5 at Y2500
(£11.60), and ends
with this amazing
electrostatic
behemoth. Over a
metre and a half high,
each 'speaker uses
three mirror-image
transducer panels of decreasing size to cover

bass, mid and treble respectively. With the
accompanying electronics, they tip the scales at 92kg
per ‘speaker - and a pair will set you back Y3000000
(£14000). A lot of money you might think, but after
More battery-powered pre-amps, this one from Technics. you’ve heard them it may just seem a

Hi-Fi World has been impressed with the sweet, clean bargain.
sounding SU-C1000, and its big brother elicited a similar

reaction from the hi-fi press in Japan. As Technics’ TECHNICS
flagship pre-amp, the ‘7000 enjoys a multi-layer ‘THCB’ SBM-10000

base for vibration absorption, Panasonic volume pot,
Technics Master Series capacitors and a little battery-
level gauge set into the front panel.

Not to be outdone, the power amp has huge power
meters, battleship dual-mono construction, MOSFET
power trannies and mega power supplies, again using
Master capacitors. Power is 200W into 8ohms, rising to
600W into 2. Price is Y900000 (£4200) for the pair.

Standing over one and a
half metres tall and
weighing 160kg,
Technics’ top reference
loudspeaker delivers a
subwoofer-crushing
20Hz low-end
performance, and is
almost flat up to
100kHz! With more
drivers than Japan Railways - there

LOUDSPEAKERS are four visible and another eight inside

Japanese ’'speakers have traditionally been much - an easy load it isn’t. But if you can afford its Y2300000

maligned outside their home country. It's true many of (£11000) asking price, you can stretch to a Krell to drive
the cheaper designs sound it.

appalling to any ear, Western or

otherwise. But there have always YAMAHA

been interesting and innovative YST-SW1000L
models, often valve-friendly with This Y225000 (£1100)
attention paid to ease of drive and Yamaha subwoofer, with

sensitivity. Here are some of the its massively-engineered
latest: 30cm driver, can
manage a fair
PIONEER S-LH5 approximation of an
Although hardly synonymous with  earthquake. With a built-
loudspeaker innovation in this in 120WRMS amp, 16Hz
country, Pioneer have a fine lows and 48kg build, it's proof Yamaha can still do big
reputation in Japan. The S-LH5 ‘speakers, and will doubtless find its way into many a

proves the point: its 22cm woofer home recording studio
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Nationwide
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NAIM AUDIO NOW AVAILABLE IN BEDFORD AND BIRMINGHAM

The renowned range of Naim Audio hi fi separates and loudspeakers is now available in

our Bedford and Birmingham branches. To experience the quality of this superb British
product please telephone Bedford 01234 272779 or Birmingham 0121 233 2977.




CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Arcam Alpha 8SE

Arcam Alpha 9

Audielab 8000 CD

Cyrus DADI

Cyrus DAD3

Cyrus DAD3Q

Deron DCD425

Denon DCD635

Denon DCD735

Denon DCD835

Denon DCD 1550 AR
Exposure CD

Maranaz CD48

Maranaz CDé67H

Marana CD675E

Marunz CD63IIKI Signature
Maruntz CDI7K| Signature
Meridian 506 20 Bit

Meridian 508 24 Bic

Myryad T10

Myryad T20

Myryad MC100

Myryad MCD500

MNaim Audio

Pioneer PDS505 Precision
Roksan Caspian

Rotel RCD97I

Sony CDPXE310

Technics SLPG490

Yamaha CDX493

CD MULTIPLAYERS
Arcam MCD

Kenwood DPR3090

CC TRANSPORTS
Audiolab 8000CDM

Meridian 500

DACS

Audiotab 8000DAX 24 Bit
Meridian 566 24 Bit

Musical Fidelity X-ACT

MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS
Kenwood DM30%90
Maranaz DR7C0
Philips CDR860
Sony MDSJES20
Sony MDS)8920
Yamaha MDX793
CASSETTE DECKS
Denon DRMS50
Denon DRWS80 Twin
Sany TCKE4005
Yamaha KX393
Yamaha KXS580SE
TURNTABLES
Michell Gyrodec
Project 0.5
Project (

Technics SLI210
Thorens TD280/IV
Thorens TD166/VI
TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Audiolab 80C0T
Cyrus FM7
Denon TU260L
Denon TU2{5RDS
Deron TUI500RD

inc RB300

inc AT9SE
inc RB250

£ 32995
€ 449.95
€ 599.95
€799.95
€ 999.95
€ 399.95
£ 599.95
£ 899.95
£ 149.95
£179.95
€ 229.95
€279.95
€ 349.95
£1049.95
€ 199.95
€ 249.95
£ 249.00
€399.95
£1099.95
£1099.95
£1994.95
£ 399.95
€ 599.95
€ 699.95
€1299.95

POA.
£ 459.95
£ 894.95
£ 349.95
£ 99.00
£ 9995
£179.95

£ 449.95
£ 89.00

£1399.95
£1244.95

£ 999.95
£1294.95
€ 129.95

£ 169.00

CD Recorder £ 599.95
CD Recorder£ 499,95

£ 179.00
£ 299.95
£ 299.95

€ 159.95
£199.95
£129.00
£129.95
£€179.00

£1019.95
£ 169.95
£ 209.95
£ 359.00
£ 209.95
£ 399.95

€ 229.95
€ 27995
€799.95
€ 399.95
£ 11995
£ 149.95
£ 249.95

Kenwood KT2080RDS
Maranz 5T48
Meridian 504
Myryad MT100
Roksan Caspian
Rotet RT935AX
Sony STSES00
Yamaha TX480L
AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Arcam Alpha 9
Arcam Alpha 10
Audiolab 8000LX
Audiolab 8000A
Audiolab 80C0S
Cyrus 5L

Cyrus MR3

Cyrus llli

Denon PMA250SE
Denon PMA3505¢
Denon PMA|500R
Exposure Super20
Exposure Super!5
Exposure 25

John 5hearne
Maranz PM57
Maranz PM665E
Maranaz PM66KI Signature
Meridian 551

Musical Fidelity X-Af
Myryad T40

Myryad Ml 120

Naim Audio

Pioneer A300R Precision
Roksan Caspian

Rotel RA921

Rotel RA931

Rotel RA97I1

Sony TAF248E

Talk Electronics Storm 1L
Talk Electronics Storm 2L
PREAMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 9C

Audiolab 8000C

Audiotab 8000PPA
Audiolab 8000Q

Cyrus Pre

Exposure 13

Exposure 21|

Meridian 501.2

Meridian 502

Myryad MP100

Musical Fidelity X-Pre
Maim Audio

Rotel RC971

Talk Electronics

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 8P

Arcam Alpha 9P

Arcam Alpha |0P
Audiolab 80008X

Audiolab 8000PX
Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each)
Cyrus XPA
Cyrus PSXR
Cyrus Power
Exposure Superi8
Exposure Super |8 Mono (pair)
Meridian 556

Meridian 557

Multiroom

INTEREST FREE

Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates

£ 89.00
£119.95
€ 694.95
£ 529.95
£ 594,95
£159.95
£ 99.00
£ 9995

€ 259.95
£359.95
£ 499.95
€ 799.95
£ 469.95
£ 499.95
€ 699.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
£ 599.95
£ 159.95
€ 199.95
£ 499.95
£799.95
£ 899.95
£999.95

PO.A
€ 199.95
£ 229.95
€ 399.95
£794.95
£ 479.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95

POA.
£ 399.95
£ 694.95
£ 99.95
€ 149.95
€ 199.95
€ 159.00
£ 499.95
£ 649.95

£ 399.95
£579.95
€ 999.95
£1249.95
£ 649.95
£799.95
£ 999.95
£ 694.95
£129495
€ 599.95
£199.95

POA.
£ 14995

POA.

€ 249.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
£ 549.95
£ 849.95
£ 899.95
£ 299.95

Power Supply € 329.95

€ 499.95
£899.95
€1799.95
£ 894.95
£1399.95

and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24
months interest free.

Written details on request. O% APR. Subject to status.

Myryad MA120 £ 479.95
Musical Fidelity X-AS50 Mono (pair) £ 499.95
Naim Audio POA.
Roksan Caspian € 594.95
Rotel RB971 £ 199.95
Rotel RB981 £299.95
Talk Electronics POA.
LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair)

Acoustic Energy Aegis One £ 149.95
Acoustic Energy AEI0Ci € 199.95
Acousuc Energy AEI09 £ 349.95
Acoustic Energy AEI20 € 499.95
Acoustc Energy AE505 € 849.95
Acousuc Energy AE509 € 999.95
Acoustc Energy AE520 £1199.95
B&W DM60 € 199.95
B&W DMé602 €299.95
B&W DM603 £ 499.95
B&W CDMISE £ 599.95
B&W CDM7SE £ 999.95
Castle Isis {Deluxe Extra) £ 249.95

Castle Kendal
Castle Severn 2
Castle Avon
Castle Harlech

{Deluxe Bxxra) £ 399.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 579.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 729.95
{Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95

Epos ES12 £ 499.95
Epos ES22 £1184.95
Epos E530 £2384.95
Kef Q15 £ 199.95
Kef Q35 £ 349.95
Kef QS5 £ 499.95
Kef Reference PO.A.
Mission 700 € 129.95
Mission 701 £159.95
Mission 703 £ 299.95
Mission 771 € 169.95
Mission 750LE € 249.95

Monitor Audio Monitor 2
Monitor Audio Monitor 3
Monitor Audio Monitor 4
Moniror Audio 700PMC

Monitor Audio 703PMC

Monitor Audic 705PMC

Monitor Audic Studio 2SE
Monitor Audio Studio 12 (BIk) £ 999.95
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE {(BIk) £2199.95
Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95
Ruark fcon {Deluxe Extra)£ 399.95
Ruark Temptar Il (Deluxe Extra) £ 559.95
Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra) £ 599.95
Ruark Tafisman 1l (Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95
Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra) £ 799.95

(BIk) £ 299.95
(BIK) £ 399.95
(BIK) £ 499.95
(BIK) £ 599.95
(BIK) £ 799.95
(BIK) £1399.95
(BIK) £ 599.95

Tannoy Mercury M| £119.95
Tanroy Mercury M2 £ 139.95
Tannoy Mercury M2.5 £ 169.95
Tanroy Mercury M3 € 229.95
SYSTEMS

Denon DCI inc spks £ 379.95
Denon DF88 ex spks £ 569.95
Denon DM7 ex spks £ 579.95
Deron D99W ex spks £ 899.95
Denon DFI0 ex spks £ 999.95
JVC UXD88 inc spks £ 299.00
JVC EXTDS inc spks £ 359.00
Teac. Ref 300 ex spks £ 599.95
Teac, Ref 500 ex spks  £799.95
Technics SCHDS| inc spks £ 359.00
Technics SCHDSS inc spks £ 449.00
Technics SCHD8I inc spks £ 539.00
Yamaha CLAV10 ex spks £ 849.95
Yaniaha AV | inc spks £ 649.95

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING.

DVD & LA%ZER DISC PLAYERS

Denon DVD3000 £ 699.95
Panasonic DVDAI100 € 349.00
Panasonic DVDA350 € 629.00
Pioneer DV505 £ 449.95
Pioneer CLDD925 € 479.00
Pioneer DVL909 € 799.00
Sony DVPS315 £ 449.00
Sony DVPS715 £ 539.00
Yamaha DVDS$700 £ 599.95
SURROUND AMPLIFIERS

Arcam AV50 £ 699.95
Yamaha D5PA492 € 199.00
Yamaha DSPAS592 £ 299.00
Yamaha D5PA | £1599.95
Yamaha DSPA| Gold £1699.95
SURROUND RECEIVERS

Denon AVR 1400 £ 499.95
Denon AVR3200 £ 999.95
Kenwood KRV5090 € 119.00
Kenwood KRV9090 £ 249.00
Kenwood KRV888D Ex Demodulator € 349.00
Yamaha RXV392 £ 179.00
Yamaha RXV592 £ 369.00
SURROUND PROCESSORS

Cyrus AV Master € 699.95
Denon AVD2000 £ 379.95
Meridian PO.A
Yamaha APDI Demodulator £ 99.95
Yamaha DSPE492 £ 249.95
Yamaha DDP2 AC3  Decoder £ 349.95
CENTRE SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy AEI07C £ 149.95
B&W CCé £ 229.95
Kef Q95C £ 199.95
Mission 70ct £ 99.95
Mission 70c2 £ 149.95
Mission 70c3 £ 199.95
Mission 75C (B'k) £ 199.00
Ruark Dialogue One £ 299.95
Tannoy MC £4499195)
Yamaha N5C60 £ 5995
Yamaha NSC105 £ 7995
Yamaha N5CI150 £€109.95
SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair)
Boston POA
Mission 735 £ 9995
Yamaha NSE60 € 7995
Yamaha NSE 105 £ 99.00
SUB WOOFERS

Acoustic Energy AEI08S £299.95
Rel Q50 £374.95
Rel QI00E £ 494.95
Rel Strata Il £ 574.95
Rel S5torm £ 694.95
Rel Stadium 1l (Blk)  £99495
Ret Stentor |1 (Blk) £1799.95
Tsunami T5200 € 299.95
Yamaha YSTSW40 £139.95
Yamaha YSTSW80 £179.95
SPEAKER PACKAGES

Boston Micro 90t £ 999.95

Advertisement valid until at least end of

August, 1998 E&OE

PRICE POLICY

We promise some of the most competitive

prices in the UK along with first class pre and

after sales service.

Altogether an unbeatable combination!



£14000 for a transport and DAC? With a price tag like that, Sonic Frontiers’

ne of hi-fi’s golden rules,

proved a million times over

by the rare-as-dodo
exceptions, is that what seduces the
ears and fires the spirit then offends
the eyes. This maxim is
understandable when budget
constraints dictate that styling may
never move beyond six flat sides and
a choice of Henry-Ford colours. But
when costs rise towards the pain
barrier, it’s less forgivable.
Unfortunately, large price tags often
accompany boxes with all the design
flair of an industrial waste disposal
unit. While Sonic Frontiers’ £7000
Processor 3 might sit to the wrong
side of the fence, the Transport 3 is
emphatically in the right.

Seen front-on, only the gentle
bulge in the transport’s top-plate
indicates that there might be
something beyond the norm going
on here. Gaze down from above and
press the Open/Close button, and
you'll soon know what that
something is. The Transport 3 has
one of the most ‘addictive’ loading
systems |'ve come across. Spending
five minutes hitting Open/Close on a
CD mechanism is a very sad
admission to make, but when you
see this SF in the flesh, you will
understand - the pictures don’t do it
justice. When the curved ‘petals’ of
the Iris slide apart camera-aperture
style, you can’t help but smile. And
the round remote is a tasty touch too.

As you'd guess from this
transport’s weight, there’s rather
more to it than a fancy disc cover.
Where most player’s mechanisms are
sprung to isolate them from
vibration, the Sonic’s is bolted
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straight to the top-plate. This makes
sense since said plate is an inch-
thick slab of machined aluminium

CD’s 16 individual bits arrives) and
the word clock (which tells
the DAC when

and the base perches on four soft
feet.

Sonic
Frontiers’
brochures tend
to feature lines
like, “more than
12 regulated
power supply

stages”, and thus
it is with the
Transport 3, where
these are fed from
multiple potted
transformers.

HIP TO BE SQUARE

Soldered to the thick, heavily- \

plated PCBs alongside all the

above goodies is a circuit you

won’t find on many other transports.
It connects the Transport 3 to the
Processor 3, but it isn’t the TosLink,
AES/EBU or S$/PDIF you'll see
everywhere else. 1,S is the moniker
that could soon be ringing in the ears
of many digital audiophiles of the
two-box persuasion.

Many single-boxers already
possess |,S inside their black boxes,
for the ‘Inter-IC Sound’ bus as it is
otherwise known transmits the digits
from a player’s transport to its DAC.
Sending data down a cable to an
external convertor has, until now,
been handled predominantly by
Sony/Philips’ Digital Interface Format
(S/PDIF).

S/PDIF isn’t perfect. It crams the
digital signal, the bit clock (which
lets the DAC know when each of

all 16 are in) onto a single conductor
betwixt mech and DAC. These parts
are therefore encoded together,
transmitted, received and decoded,
all of which introduces jitter.

SF’s ‘1,S.enhanced’ goes about
things rather differently. Using a
military-spec 13W3 cable (the
normal-grade version of which you'll
see connecting computers to their
monitors), it sends each set of signals
down their own separate conductors
(five twisted, shielded pairs and two
co-axial cables). According to SF,
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Transport 3 and Processor 3 have their work cut out, thinks Jon Marks.

this reduces
jitter from around the
100 picoseconds of many
capable digital front-ends to
immeasurably low levels. And as we
found when we swapped digital
interconnects, you can hear the
improvements very easily.

Once the data stream reaches the
Processor 3, it encounters two dual,
custom-made UltraAnalog DACs
working in balanced mode. These sit
on a PCB made of ARLON, a Teflon
hybrid material. To keep noise and
pollution out of the Processor’s
circuitry, SF have resorted to a hefty
outboard PSU. The mains
transformer is potted, like those in
the Transport, and in the various
regulators you'll find a sprinkling of
the DIYer’s friend, Sanyo’s Os-Con
capacitors.
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Taking turther the idea of teasing
apart the strands which make up a
DAC, the current-to-voltage

convertor, which is often on the
same IC as the DAC itself,
occupies its own board

space and is hewn from
discrete
\ components.

The
tubes
which SF
are so fond of
appear in the output stage,
where four of the company’s
beloved 69225 are split between left
and right channels, pairs paralleled
up to lower output impedance. And
don’t forget the PMD-100 filter from
Pacific Microsenics, whose HDCD
initials can be found on a growing
number of CDs.

R

One sure way to wobble the knees
and wallets of someone who's
invested the price of a new car in
their DAC and transport is to whisper
the words, “new format”. However,
Sonic have produced this duo more
as an exercise in squeezing the very
best from CD than as all-singing, all-
playing multi-format machinery
which lags in sound quality. That
said, the Processor 3 has board space
available for use after the dust has
settled on what looks like it might be
the duel between DVD Audio and

Super Audio CD. DVD as a video
and audio format will be handled by
SF DVD players specifically designed
to deal with that format.

BREAKINC
The Transport and Processor 3 were
left running over the course of a
week before the listening began.
Partnering equipment included
Teac’s P-30 transport, a range of
standard digital interconnects
(including Kimber and XLO), the
Assemblage L-1 pre-amp and Jamo's
Concert 8s bi-amped with Musical
Fidelity’s X-A200 monoblocs.

The law of cliches states that,
with components this much more
expensive than our customary
sources, there should be much more
of everything to be heard, and so it
was. The bottom-end welly went
down a treat with the drummer on
Eric Bibb and Needed Times’
eponymous album - he was
smacking away on his kit with a raw,
rhythmic energy which put the bump
and grind back into ‘Nothing Like
You Used To'. The musical intent
might have been hot and sweaty, but
there was no lack of control to the
SFs’ output - imaging was pin-sharp,
vocals smoother than a teflon-coated
car salesman and sound staging
spacious enough to bump up against
the walls of our listening room.

From the same CD, ‘Saucer And
Cup’, with its vocals and guitar,
upped the ambient stakes. A lot of
players seem to be able to put
together a realistic acoustic only
when there’s a fair amount of
instrumental action going on, and

) BAKKIER
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Q. What have the The best of British
BBC, The Royal

Opera House,
Dolby Laboratories,
EMI and Abbey
Road Studios have
in common?

A. They all rely on the

{
s | supreme quality of

Chord Electronics.
s —— World beating
] British

amplification.

|
“
Musical Images

from the best in Britain | for a full, detailed

demonstration.

.. t.:‘ .
.. - ‘ | Tofind out why
the world’s

professionals

—

;I
W™

choose Chord, visit

CHORD ELECTRONICS at Musical Images
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retaiiers and installers. With o huge array of awards. for
service excellence, branches covering the M25 and the
South-East, Musical Images offers the complete service -
twelve demonstration suites, o dedicated installation and
interior design service and professional stcff wno can cevise
on every requirement.

Chosd Electronics” stunning British amglifioation is now on
permanent demonstration at Musical mages’ oward
winn‘ng Covent Garden branch.

Experience the Best of British at Musical Images Covent
Garden. 18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden, London

WC2.Tel. 0171 497 1346. (Musical Images branches akso
at Edgware, Hounslow and Beckenham.)

[ ical-i Open Sund
e-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk

MUSICAL IMAGES IS AN AUTHORISED MAIN DEALER FOR OVER 100 LEADING MANUFACTURERS

0% APR available subject to status. Ask for written details. ESOE. Not valid with any other prometions or offers.




then
fall
down on

sparser

numbers by

reproducing lone

images without the

overall ambience which

binds them into place.

The Canadians did rather better here,
with a holistic presentation which
pulled all the strands together into a
spatially and emotionally satisfying
whole.

The Chemical Brothers’ 'Setting
Sun’ is always a tough test of CD
replay. This disc’s production is
hard, harsh, bright and very untidy. If
a player has sufficient smoothness to
make the track listenable, then its
sheer funk usually suffers. Switch
priorities and you have a boogy
factor extreme allied to treble which
will crack glass an inch thick.
Spinning on the Philips CDM-12i
under its petite magnetic puck, this
single boomed out of the Jamos
without causing a medical alert. The
plunging bass beats and hacksaw
midrange weren’t shacking, rattling
and rolling - pile driving, focused
and powerful were more apt
descriptions. Still, there was a
sneaking feeling that there was just a
hint, an iota of involvement missing.
A change of cable beckoned.

Out went the assorted RCA, BNC

and AES/EBU

interconnects to be replaced by the
new |,S.enhanced. Even fresh out of
the bag, this link was far superior to
its predecessors, and the gap grew as
it burned in. The claimed drop in
jitter manifested ftself as a much
more natural, flowing and expressive
delivery. Stravinsky's Firebird
metamorphosed into a more
menacing, forceful composition on a
larger scale as tiny dynamic contrasts
stepped out of hiding. Timpani put
on weight in the best possible sense
of the words, too.

The most telling gauge of a
change in sound quality is when you
remove an upgrade, not when you
first connect it up. After a day of
I,S.enhanced, returning to run-of-
the-mill cabling was a real
disappointment - sound staging
shrank back towards the 'speakers,
music lost pace and energy and
muddle set in. At least the normal
cabling gave me a chance to whee!
in Teac’s £2500 P-30 to put the
Transport 3 into perspective.

Now, given the more than minor
price differential, you'd expect a

pretty
large gap in
performance. The P-30 is very
capable for the money though, so |
was surprised by how thin, wiry and
small it sounded by comparison.
Orchestral climaxes were veiled and
difficult te follow, and when the
elbow grease was applied in Rock,
the midrange coarsened. But for all
its extra investment, for some reason
the Sonic Frontiers wasn't quite as
toe-tapping on the leather-clad
lunchbox Rock of Led Zeppelin as
the Teac (although reverting to
I,S.enhanced set the balance right).

»

With the new DAC to transport link,
SF’s Transport and Processor 3 make
a seriously tempting proposition, if
you can afford to play fantasy hi-fi
and put your money where your
dreams are. Working as a pair, they
produce fluid, open and very natural
results a long way from the hard, flat
and uninvolving noise CD has often
been accused of. Add to that the very
classv looks of the transport, its
gorgeous engineering and the
upgradability of the DAC, and the
sense of spending lots of money
once on a source to last 10 years
instead of buying cheap every two or
three years is obviouse

The thin, wide I,5.enhanced input joins an impressive array of socketry on the Processor 3’s back panel.

HI-FI WORLD
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The Processor 3's fascia has
imput selection via six
buttons to the left. Phase and
display brightness controls sit

in the centre, with standby to

the right.
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Review

LUCKY SEVEN

Can Rotel’s new RCD-971 create a rumble in the £350 CD player jungle? Dominic Todd referees.

emember Rotel’s RCD-865?
R About the time when [ first

became interested in hi-fi,
Rotel were making the headlines for
producing one of the first affordable
Bitstream CD players. Of course,
these days almost all CD players are
one-bit, but at the time it tepresented
quite a step forward. Now, after eight
years of steadily improving the
breed, Rotel have done it again.
With the RCD-971 they have
produced the most affordable
HDCD-compatible player thus far.

A price of £350 isn’t exactly
cheap, but it's low enough for
machinery which will play High
Definition Compatible Digital discs
for you to wonder where the catch
is. Well, it's certainly not in the build
quality or finish. The RCD-971
skimps on neither, and puts many a
more expensive machine to shame
with its sleek metal fascia and feeling
of solidity.

The technical specification is also
generous. As well as Pacific
Microsonics’ PMD-100 HDCD filter,
there’s a toroidal transformer, an
output stage built from discrete parts
rather than ICs, and a smattering of
Rubycon’s Black Gate capacitors.
The assorted damping panels show
the sort of additional effort which has
gone into the '971.

With the HDCD recording of the

HI-FI WORLD

theme music to Local Hero by Mark
Knopfler, what struck me most on
the first playing was not so much
how the sound differed from non-
HDCP players, but how
recognisably ‘Rotel’ the RCD-971
was. The smooth, seamless fluidity of
sound that’s been a hallmark of Rotel
since the ‘865 was still there - guitar
was beautifully resolved, and there
was a real spaciousness to the sound.

Unfortunately, certain other
Rotellian characteristics, such as a
lack of projection and a rathes
reserved rendition of saxophone,
were also still present. The RCD-971
bueked the family trend with highish
background noise levels where the
company’s digital machinery has
always seemed to pluck musical
images out of an inky blackness in
the past. Transient contrasts were
lightly diluted too on a non-HDCD
version of Clare Martin’s ‘Cornes
Love’ - there wasn't quite the
tenacity and grip of something like a
Marantz CD-67SE.

Where the Rotel won out over
that particular machine was in its
tonal richness and expression. The
separation on percussion was also
first-rate, with excellent decay to
cymbals and absolutely no sign of
any splashiness at higher
frequencies. However, despite fine
integration, bass wasn’t the deepest -

drums lacked a little impact,
creating the impression that the 971
was somewhat detached from the
music it was delivering and not
quite as involving as it could have
been.

Strangely enough, in view of the
preference for the genre which
previous creations from Rotel have
shown, Classical music turned out
not to be a forte either. Corelli’s
Concerto De Chiesa No4 was as
much of a mixed bag as other
recordings had been. On the one
hand, the timbre of instruments was
fine, with good separation between
them. On the other, cello lacked
weight and the timing of the whole
piece was a touch sluggish. And in
terms of projection, the Rotel was
rather restrained.

As appetizing as the RCD-971's
ingredients are, the recipe doesn’t
quite live up to its full potential.
Musically it is not one of the most
gifted performers around, but at the
price it is one of, if not the most
refined players. Its smooth, cohesive
sound stage could be the ideal tonic
for those with a bright system or
those who find the Marantz CD-67SE
or Cambridge CD®6 too up-front. For
this, and the excellent build quality,
the RCD-971 remains in the running.
Just make sure you arrange an
audition first®

WORLD VERDICT

20

Solid build and
sonic refinement
are plus points,
but a restraint and
lack of vitality
hold the Rotel
back.

see pill
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WIN AN ASSEMBIAGE
-1 HYBRID PRE-AMP AND
ST-40 VALVE POWER AMP

WLEETo,

shtANG,

e PN

Lel * PARANPFLIFIAR

This month we're giving away two ready-built kits
from Canadian company Sonic Frontiers’ DIY wing, Assemblage.

scene but don’t enjoy the thought of solder burns and

barbecued components, then this is your competition. For
the prizes on these pages come assembled and checked by
the Hi-Fi World team.

Leading the pair on offer here is the L-1 hybrid line-level
pre-amp. Its design combines the best of thermionic and
solid-state technology by pairing up an IRF730 FET on the
output with a 6922 triode and a 271 J-FET on the input to
ensure low noise and output impedance. Sonic Frontiers
used a similar device combination in the £2000 Phono 1
phono stage.

Making the L-1 a little less minimalist than many
audiophile pre-amps are its Balance, Mute, Stereo/Mono and
Normal/Direct controls. The last of these allows you to
switch source selector and Balance out of the signal’s path
and brings with it an appreciable increase in transparency
and dynamics.

Nestling next to the Direct input on the rear panel are
the two pairs of outputs (for bi-amping), a tape loop and the
four line-level source inputs. All the RCA sockets are high-
grade, gold-plated types soldered straight to the signal PCB
tracks.

Socketry isn’t the only area where parts quality is high.
The L-1's resistors are supplied by Holco and the capacitors

I f you lust after some of the gems of the Do-It-Yourself
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by MIT, Wima and Solen. Potentiometers come from Noble
and Bourns and Kimber steps in with the wiring. The
metalwork is thicker and weightier than you'd find on many
a power amp too.

Once the last cable had been soldered in place and the
whole caboodle burned in over the course of a week or so,
the L-1's pedigree became rather obvious. As Leo Lam found
in August 1998’s Supplement, “The control and timing were
first-rate, tonal colour was rich and music flowed with the
utmost ease.” The Assemblage came up trumps with a clarity
which gave sound staging the chance to blossom well free of
the loudspeakers’ cabinets. Abundant detail, presented in a
cohesive and natural way, meant the L-1 never robbed
music of its realism by glossing over the subtleties which
make for a convincing portrayal.

Leo Lam fronted the L-1 for a while with Assemblage’s
DAC-2 convertor. But if you want to keep it in the
Assemblage family downstream of the L-1, where do you
turn? The ST-40 push-pull valve power amplifier.

The ST-40's two pairs of Sovtek EL34WXTs are good for
40watts per channel, say Assemblage. Boosting sound
quality once more are a range of goodies from MIT, Holco
and Kimber Kable. And, as with the L-1, you get the same
bomb-proof construction which not only ensures a long life
but also cuts down on the microphony which can colour

Hi-FI WORLD



and blur valve sound.

In standard form, bath the L-1 and ST-40 will give a lot of

valve and solid-state equipment between £2500-
£3000 a run for its money. But we won'’t be
handing them over before they’ve been fitted with
Assemblage’s own upgrades. In the case of the L-1,
that adds up to huge MIT and Solen capacitors for
the PSU and signal coupling, Vishay and Caddock
resistors, HEXFRED rectifiers, pure silver Kimber
Kable wiring, special damping panels and anti-
vibration feet. The ST-40 gains another set of MIT
caps and Vishay resistors. The valve complement
takes a step up as well, to Tesla gold-pin ECC803s
and a Mullard CV4003 at the front end.

We'll be publishing a detailed review of the
ST-40 in October’s Supplement, and the upgrades
for both pre and power will follow in November.

If you'd like the chance to win one of these
two superb amps, just answer the questions
opposite and complete the T.S. Eliot-inspired tie-
breaker. You can either use the form provided for
your entry, or it may be photocopied. The
answers may also be written straight onto a
postcard or the back of a sealed envelope. All
entries, which should reach us no later than
September 7th, should be sent to:

Assemblage Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,
64 Castellain Road,
Maida Vale,

London W9 1EX

HI-FI WORLD

Don't forget to include your name, address and telephone
number so that we can contact the winners promptly.

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

1) How many line-level inputs,including Tape and Direct, does the L-1 have?

A 11 B.4 C.6 D.2

2) Which audiophile capacitors does the L-1 use?

A. MIT B.LCR C.ICW D. CPS

3) What is the ST-40's power output?

A. 40watts B. 25watts C. 75watts D. 0.1watt
4) What power valves does the ST-40 use?

A. 3008 B. EL34WXT C. PCL82 D.2A3

5) In which country is Assemblage based?

A.The USA B. €anada C. Britain D. Japan

TIE-BREAKER (obligatery)
Infants huddled round the fire
Are taught to chant this warning dire:
“An L-1 pre and ST-40
Will never come if you are naughty. . .”
Please tick your preferred prize: G L-1 0 ST-40
COMPETITION WINNERS

In July we put the Denon DVD-3000, Creek OBH-8SE phono stage, Creek OBH-12
pre-amp and Creek T43 tuner up to be rhymed for. Our lucky winners are: P. Shaw
of Cheshire (DVD-3000); Clive Baker of Billericay (T43); A.S. Baker of Bristol
(OBH-12) and Carolyn Barnacle of Oadby (OBH-8SE).

Congratulations!
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the man behind TAG Mclaren’s
explains what’s

Q_ why have TAG & McLaren, best known for their
s Formula One racing team and watches, bought Audiolab?

Dr Udo Zucker, Physicist and founder of TAG Electronic Systems Lid.
Largely because of me. ! have always loved music. | have my best ideas listening to music
ond could not live without it. For a long time, I've nurtured an ambition to push music

reproduction to the absolute limit. | believe that in TAG MclLaren Audio we will be able to do that.

Q_ what do you think TAG Mclaren can bring
| . the world of high quality music re

Dr Udo Zucker: Several ?hings:'Firs?Iy, radical ideas and h
them out. TA%cLoren has over 100 engineers already w
most demanding of all disciplines - developing specialist el
racing. Some of this experience is directly applicable to
have world beating experience in digital circuitry desig

and in handling complex sensor data signals in the

and electrically noisy environment of a racing car. The

Mclaren ottitude that overrides all this resource and

ocused on winning, it demands excellence and is ob:

] y : <

Q: hat AG ren Audio?

| Dr Udo Zuc 2 to build the world's

| best sound re . e the artists’
performanc o ye can believe

you are

i Q: how m McLaren changed Audiolab?

l Dr Udo Zucker: Le;‘s not forget that Audiolab have been making outs?ondﬁr‘{g'

high fideli?y.produ*s' for many years. In this way Audiolab complemented
our own way of working. In fact, both teams of engineers aiready have the
}'u_iﬁve understanding of people that have been working together for years.
When Audiolab and TAG McLaren's electronics division joined forces we became

»*
; one of the most powerful companies involved in high end audio products.

AUNCH AT "HIFI SHOW 98', EXCELSIOR HOTEL, HEATHRO
'helpdesk@fogmclorenoudio.com freephone: 0800 7838007




electronics

behind TAG Mclaren Audio.

di leclronics and appearance
] = 3
: . of the product?
antly, with our additional resources, Derek

A\
-~

bé"ochieved significant improvements in sound
ne of ‘'no compromise’, whatever it takes
TAG Mclaren product. Furthermore, Peter

road car, has made a big investment in

e products a look for the new millennium.

v-""‘" _Q_:

o s will you add to the producl range in the future?

Dr Udo Zucker: The first fruits of our collaboration will be the new
F3 series. This will be the ultimate Audiolab product, but for TAG McLaren
N Audio it will only be the beginning. We plan to follow the F3 with two further,
3 more advanced and therefore expensive, complete systems: the F2 series
and F1 series respectively. These systems will take TAG MclLaren Audio

into genuime high end products and to new heights in high-fidelity.

i
- ’

‘hat music system do ou ¢ ‘enlly have al home?

ucker: To be honest, | i to a much more expensive Krell system at the

-
o o can't wait to replac with a better TAG MclLaren F1 Audio system.
¥ e , .
3 5 e
3 M 1IES
¥ g “ A ot e =
'Y Nis s J

: .
- 5’ ‘tW -, | Q_:__(md_finullg, whal sorl of music do you enjoy listening to?
ﬁ" = . : Dr Udo Zucker: Ah, the question they always ask in the hi-fi stores. But |
believe the question is irrelevant. Perfection is what | want, not a system that
‘colours’ sound. Purity, to my mind, is the most desirable quality reproduced
ﬁnd can have. So it shouldn't matter what | listen to. In delivering our promise

hi-performance, hi-fidelity" we will make this question irrelevant for good.

¥GWclaren”
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Leo Lam warms to Musical Fidelity’s Nu-Vista pre-amp,
built around a very special species of valve.

usical Fidelity’s X Series
is on the move again.
Last month we had a

close encounter with the
extravagantly powerful X-A200
monoblocs, whose transparency
and musicality made a convert out
of Leo Lam. Now, stepping in to
partner these exotically-styled
canisters is the £1200 Nu-Vista
hybrid pre-amp.
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The name Nu-Vista gives you a
clue as to what sets this line and
phono pre-amp apart from the
thermionic masses. It opens up new
horizons for the Wembley-based
company in the technology
harnessed within that curved
casework. For the bottles within are
not your common-or-garden tubes,
but 6CW4 triodes, otherwise known
as ‘Nuvistors’. These iconoclastic

miniature valves
(constructed only by RCA
and Svetlana, to the best
of my knowledge) were
designed at the end of the
tube era mainly for
military purposes, and
they are unique.

Solid-state JFETs are
chosen for many input
buffers because of a gate
impedance far higher than
most bipolar junction
transistors. Similarly, the
Nuvistor’s grid manages
an impedance of
450kohms, or roughly 10
times that of more
standard fare.

TINY TUBES

Nuvistors themselves are
no bigger than your finger
tip as their innards were
as advanced as tube
technology could make
them. Enclosed in a metal
housing instead of glass
(for magnetic shielding
and improved shock-
resistance) they possess
the twin benefits of low
microphony and high
linearity. Furthermore,
advances in
manufacturing technology
meant the parameters
were more consistent from
one Nuvistor to another, emulating
the close tolerance of the solid-state
devices they were competing
against. With long life and low
noise to their credit as well, only
scarcity has kept these bottles out of
the hi-fi limelight.

The Class A Nu-Vista puts the
tiny triodes to good use at its input,
leaving the output stage to bipolar
junction transistors and their low

HI-FI WORLD



output impedance. MF claim the
input buffer is virtually impossible
to overload, overal! stability is
excellent and the output can swing
a massive 60volts. Particular
attention has also been lavished on
reducing the effects of vibration on
the amplifier, with bitumen pads
placed strategically on the casing,
circuit board and tops of the
Nuvistors.

When it comes to settling this
pre into a system, there are five
line-level inputs and a tape loop
along with a solid-state Moving-
Magnet phono stage which is
loosely based on the forthcoming
high-end X-Tract dual-monobloc
design. Both volume and source
selectors can be controlled from
the remote.

PROSPER

Just to make sure Nu-Vista
owners the world over aren’t
left stranded in 12-15 years’
time when their beloved
triodes expire, Musical Fidelity
has reserved a set of extra
tubes for each unit sold.

This unfortunately ensures a
limited run of 500 pre-

amps. Boosting the

exclusivity is the rumour that

a dedicated power amp is on its
way, one which will be offered first
to Nu-Vista owners.

Prior to serious listening the Nu-
Vista was allowed to burn in for a
few days. After that, it took little
more than an hour to reach its
performance pinnacle. Digital
sources comprised a Teac
T1/Assemblage DAC-2 combination
and a Myryad T-20 integrated
player. The sexy MF ended up
driving Unison Research’s Power 35
valve amp (reviewed last month)
and MF’s own X-A50 monoblocs.
The loudspeaker line-up ran to
Heybrook’s Heylettes, Seas’ Mini
Monitors and a pair of Harbeth’s
DPM1 Pro Actives, these last
connected directly to the Nu-Vista.

There's certainly no doubting the
Nu-Vista’s musicality. It's so
enjoyably involving that you stop
bothering to pick out individual
attributes and relax into the music.
The smooth, effortless flow of
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Puccini’s arias would have pleased
even the most hair-splitting of
performers. A top C from Placido
Domingo sounds as easy as a
middle C, leaving others straining to
hit the note. That's talent. And the
Nu-Vista is a talented pre-amp.

The music was grainless and
perceptibly distortion-free, which
the Nu-Vista took advantage of to
dig out extra details from recordings
I thought | knew like the back of my
hand. Not even the giant-killing
Creek OBH-12 passive could
embarrass the Musical Fidelity in
this area. The NuVistors’ high input

pure solid-state, it unashamedly
betters it.

With all the ambient detail it
extracted from recordings, the Nu-
Vista spread out a sound stage
which could only be described as
wholly natural and holographic.

One bee I've long had in my bonnet
is the way some equipment ‘creates’

a sound stage instead of
reproducing it, the concert hall
swelling in size as the orchestral
climax approaches. The Nu-Vista
steers well clear here, with as much
detail and space on tap at low
volumes as there are at higher

NU'VISTA
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impedance had the DAC-2
stretching its muscles and revealing
its potential. | have never heard it
produce such explicit detailing,
lightning fast transients and heart-
attack-inducing bass slam before it
met the MF,

Comparing the Nu-Vista to a
variety of pre-amps currently chez
Lam demonstrated that all of them
except the Creek were manipulating
the music in some fashion, adding
too much warmth, too much treble,
etc. The Nu-Vista goes about things
rather differently. It wasn’t warm,
nor was it dry to the extent that the
sound became either clinical or
fatiguing; it was simply, well,
correct.

This rectitude was most
noticeable in the bass department.
There was no boom or waffle (and
this is in the absolute sense, not the
relative), nor there was any of the
apparent limitation on speed and
control which afflicts most other
tube-based pre-amps. At the low-
end, the Nu-Vista doesn't just equal

settings.

Only one little hiccup spoils the
experience. The Nu-Vista's remote
shares some of the RC-5 code used
by a lot of CD players (like the
Myryad), and the MF's selector
operated when | tried to change
tracks.

First came budget hi-fi in a can
when the earliest of the X Series
emerged. Now there’s the mix of
rare valve technology and solid-
state in the more expensive Nu-
Vista. And it's a good investment
too, since only 500 will be made
and late-comers (especially in
Britain, as most have been pre-
ordered by overseas audiophiles)
are likely to be disappointed. The
only word of warning is that, with a
sound as transparent as this, you're
going to need a very capable power
amp that won’t disgrace itself. My

girlfriend hates the Nu-Vista though,

because now there’s a hole in my
wallet and the wedding has been
postponede

The Nu-Vista has only one

set of outputs as matching

MF power amps can be
daisy-chained together.

- WORLD VERDICT

e

A truly competent
pre-amp whose
high-end sound
comes with a very

reasonable price

SEPTEMBER 1998 w



DON'T BUY IT JUST BECAUSE IT’S BEAUTIFUL

 ’

These may be the best looking speakers ever
made - but our engineers hope you'll ignore their

stunning appearance.

They admit that the extruded aluminium cabinets
Titonium dome tweeter.
are undeniably elegant. But they want you to

appreciote how their shape and rigidity reduces

internal resonance.

And they con understand how you might be

Extruded oluminium cabinet, seduced by the gorgeous titanium dome tweeter.
But they'll ask you to close your eyes and enjoy its

remarkable clarity instead. After all, it's thanks to

their pioneering work in Finite Element Analysis

that the HF response is so uncannily occurate
Die-cast oluminium top cap. d h
and smooth.

Of course, they acknowledge that people are

impressed by the sight of dual sets of gold plated

binding posts and massive bus bar connections

Gold plated bi-wire terminals. between the terminals and the crossover. But they
respectfully point out that uncompromised signal

transfer is what really counts.

At Celestion, we've always been quietly proud of

our loudspeaker fechnology. But sometimes,

design genius is just impossible to hide.

FOR DETAILS ON CELESTION C SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: CELESTION CONSUMER DIVISION, DEPT HFW25, FREEPOST MA 1332, ' < E I E S I I D n
ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 687 442. WEBSITE http://www.celestion.com



FLEXIB]E FRIENDS

Richard White liaises with budget loudspeaker cables

VAN DEN HUL SKYTRACK
£5.95/m

Skytrack consists of four high-purity
copper conductors coated with
Linear Structured Carbon (LSC).
Apparently this helps by bridging the
gaps between the cable’s individual
strands and, in the manufacturer’s
own words, “partially converting the
magnetic field into a constant
electric field”. The outer covering is
finished in a delicate shade of baby-
blue (although ‘Babytrack’ would
have sounded silly).

Feeding our resident Jamo
Concert 8s, the Skytrack swiftly
praved it was not work-shy.,
Although an HDCD recording of
Eric Bibb featured a great variety of
sounds, from real double-bass to the
distinctive sawtooth-wave of the
mouth organ, the van den Huls
never sounded less than musical.

The bass was a tad lean, borne
out by the fairly narrow sound stage
the vdH produced, but the overall
balance was pleasantly even-
handed. Pricking up my ears to the
opening of Stravinsky’s Firebird
confirmed a smidge of muddying in
the bass which took the edge off the
piece’s pace and excitement.

Crossing the octaves to the treble,
| was happy to hear very little trace

HI-FI WORLD

from QED and van den Hul.

of the maddening glassiness which
can afflict some cables in this price
bracket. Using the Skytrack in both
single and bi-wire configurations
showed it to be a smooth performer
under all conditions. Perhaps its
greatest merit was a refreshingly
balanced presentation, free from any
glaring accentuations.

QED PROFILE SILVER 12
£15/m

The Profile Silver 12 is made up of a
ribbon of 12 silver-plated Oxygen-
Free Copper cables grouped in

threes. These are then wrapped in a
transparent plastic covering, the
whole measuring about an inch
wide.

The more expensive Silver 12
sounded very different from the van
den Hul. The QED rustled up a
much broader sound stage (which
you'd expect for the extra money),
enabling the old audiophile’s game
of Hunt The Instrumentalist to be
played with ease. It had a
fractionally louder sound than the
Skytrack too, most likely down to
the QEDs’ lack of any serious
midrange compression or confusion.

The same comments could be
made of the apparent extension in
the bass, although the Silver 12’s
lowest octaves were a fraction
looser than the van den Hul’s. At
least this never degenerated into
flabbiness, even on very testing
tracks.

At the other end of the scale,
touches of fine detail such as the
guitarist’s fingers slipping over the
strings were transmitted with no
questions asked. And the QED’s fine
tonal resolution means it will fit
snugly into systems where many
other lesser wires would be out of
their depthe

van den Hul
Tel: 0181 810 9388

QED
Tel: 01276 451166
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Letter
of the

Month

The writer of the ‘Letter
of the Month’ wins
a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World as well
as a Top Prize every
other month

ACTIVELY YOURS

Help! My ‘speakers have disappeared,
there’s a band playing in my listening
room and the upgrade bug is not biting
anymore. No, I've not gone mad, I've
gone active.

I recently acquired a pair of Meridian
M1 active loudspeakers along with a
Meridian 101 pre-amp, and the sound is
amazing. My friends affectionately call it
the “wall of sound”. It has a wonderfully
wide and deep sound stage, a tuneful
bass to die for and detail that has you

going, "Wow! I've not heard that before”

at boringly regular intervals.
Ever since | bought my first set-up
based on the legendary Pioneer A-400 |

have striven to achieve sounds only
heard at the Ramada hi-fi show courtesy
of Boulder and Absolute Sounds. It has
been great fun (and expensive)
upgrading, tweaking and modifying over
the years without ever totally reaching
hi-fi nirvana.

Now my system is everything | have
dreamed of. The added bonus is that |
have been able to sell my previous amps
and "speakers and invest the proceeds in
quality interconnects from vdH and
others. As going active seems more

Tannoy’s AMS 8s combine active operation with a

dual-concentric driver.

WRITE & WIN WITH HI-FI WORLD:!

Every letter we print wins a
superb prize! On offer are the
Chord Co. interconnects, Audio

Electronics books, Ringmat Statmats,
DNM Licon contact enhancer, DNM

Reson ‘speaker cable, Vivante LPs,

Nimbus Records CD box-sets and a FREE

u‘s"

Pro-ject’s
Perspective
| turntable

| CANNED MUSIC
| Musical Fidelity's

?iiHl-Flé

R\{ D

simple, logical and practical than the
passive approach, | am rather surprised
it has not been more widely embraced
by the hi-fi community.

Would it be possible for your
magazine to look at the concept of
active ‘speakers, or even produce a pair
of DIY actives in the near future?

Victor Bullimore
vgh.cromer@BTinternet.com

We have looked occasionally at
active loudspeakers in previous
issues (see the Tannoy AMS 8s in
August 1996 and the Soundcraft
Absolute 4Ps in October 1997).
Unfortunately, as Dominic Todd
noted in his Decemlier 1997
column, there simply aren’t that
many domestic active
loudspeakers around apart from
offerings by Wharfedale, Meridian
and Goodmans, for example. This
is why the active and bi-amped
’speakers you'll find on p12 this
month are aimed predominantly at
home studio enthusiasts, although
the companies behind one of the
designs - Harbetli - may be
familiar.

Active operation has so many
beuefits over passive - no power-
hungry crossover components to
fritter away or distort the amps’
output, the ability to equalise
driver response easily and

subscription to Hi-Fi World for the best
letter of the month! Every other month we
are also giving away a DNM Mica
cartridge worth £185 or a Musical Fidelity
X-ACT DAC worth £130. Please write, fax
or E-mail to Hi-Fi World Mail, 64 Castellain Rd,
Maida Vale, London W9 1EX

Fax: 0171 289 5620

E-mail: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk
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accurately, and a generally much
more open and transparent sound.
One disadvantage can be cost, if
you’re on a tight budget, as the
four power amps necessary for a
pair of two-ways don’t tend to
come cheap. This means that prices

GOING GROOVY

| would appreciate your help in putting
together a new, budget vinyl system - a
bit of a dying art in these CD-dominated
times! Working backwards, Tannoy m2s
seem the obvious ‘speaker choice, but
what about amps? | listened to the big
names such as Sony, Marantz, Denon
and Arcam but felt Technics’
SU-A600Mk3 was the clear leader. It
sounded more full-bodied, musical and
exciting, and had a really strong, well-
defined and tuneful bass. What would
you recommend, bearing in mind that |
would prefer tone controls and must
have a balance control (to compensate
for a slight hearing imbalance)?

I'm more confused about the
turntable. Should | go for, say, a Rega
Planar 2 with a Goldring GX cartridge or a
Planar 3 with a cheaper cartridge? Or
would a Project or Thorens be better - it's
hard to find a shop where | can compare
them head-to-head. | want a full, detailed,
and natural sound with good, clean bass -
nothing ‘tinny’! Finally, what's the best
budget cable around £2 a metre, and can |
get a reasonable CD player for £150 or less?

3001 - A TURNTABLE
ODYSSEY

Having recently acquired a Leak 3001
transcription unit in good condition, would
it be possible for you to guide me in the
direction of a source for a drive belt? |
would also appreciate some aid on the
removal of the turntable platter, without
incurring any damage to same. | presume
there is bearing oil - what type is required?
Could you recommend a suitable
cartridge? At present it is fitted with a Shure
M75 Mkl EJ, condition unknown. If this is
suitable would a replacement stylus from
Musonic be acceptable?

J.G. Heaver
Earby.

A Leak 3001 is not exactly the last

word in turntables, dating as it does
from the mid-Seventies when Rank’s
badge-engineering policy was in full
swing. I would recommend you gave

HI-FI WORLD

for most active loudspeakers start
at around £800. Still, when you
consider you won’t need any
’speaker cable and the only other
equipment to buy is a source and
pre-amp, going active makes a lot
of sense.

D. Lambert
Kent.

From past experience with the m2s,
personally I'd lean towards the

Technics’ late Seventies SL-7 is one of the few small
parallel-tracking turntables that show how well this

technology can work.

clarity and neutrality of a Denon
PMA-250SE amp, although if you
prefer the Technics, go for that -
you’ll be the one listening to the
system after all!

The vinyl side comes down mainly

replacement some thought since,
aside from the belt problem, it’s
probable that much of the rest is
nearing the end of its life. If you
want to go ahead, a replacement
belt and possibly some other bits
and pieces should be available from
L & W Services, 9 The
Parade,

b

Shure’s M75 cartridge may not be a spring chicken

but it’s worth investing in a new Musonic stylus for it.

We are looking at DIY designs
based around simple active
crossovers like those for in-car use
(which can be surprisingly good
and inexpensive). Keep an eye on
future Supplements for more on
this topic. M

to Planars 2 and 3 as well as the
Pro-ject 1.2. The advantage of the
former is that their arins can be
upgraded by Origin Live. Of course, if
you buy second-hand, you've got
more financial room for manoeuvre.

Technics’ SL-150 and SL-110 are
both capable direct-drive decks which
can often be had with SME 3009 arns
for less than £200. Then there are the
small but heavyweight SL-7 and
SL-10 parallel-trackers which are

much better than most used belt
drives. Replacement T4P plug-in

cartridges for these tumtables can

be hard to source, but there’s

always Sumiko’s Blue Point and its
Special variant, as well as a numnber
of models from Ortofon.

For ’speaker cable on a shoestring,
sample Gale’s XL315 at £1.99 per
metre. And the CD player is easy -
Kenwood’s DP-3080/11, which can
now be had for as little as £130, is an
excellent machine. JM

Spruce up the connections on your system-to-be with

a bottle of DNM’s Licon contact enhancer.

Bramhope, Leeds LS16 9AF.

The preferred method for removing
the platter is to put upward pressure
on the platter with your fingers (try to
get your finger-tips under the rim if
there’s room) while some kind friend
gives the spindle a light tap with a
small hammer: this should give you
access to the works. If you do get stuck
it is always possible to make a new
belt for yourself out of a couple of
short ones from Maplin with the aid
of a little super-glue. Provided the
platter is heavy enough to iron out the
slight fluctuations caused by the joins,
this can be surprisingly effective.

In my view the Shure M75 is quite
suitable: there is very little that can
go wrong with the cartridge itself so
by all means treat yourself to a new
needle. Good luck! RMW

Delve deeper into the subject of hi-fi with a copy of

john Linsley Hood’s Audio Electronics.
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VIBRATION CONTROL

PLATFORMS AND THE s O U N D

MODULAR AUDIO CONNECTIONS

SUPPORT SYSTEM
TEL / FAX : 0151 348 1988
UNIQUE PATENTED E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com
PLATFORM DESIGN ! ! g
MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES
The NEW Resonance Control The importance of
Hi Fi Cabinet Range S cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system,
It is very easy to be
sceptical about cables
because of their apparent

It's rafreshing to find a complete isolation
system that values aesthetics as highly as it
does sonic benefits -

Mr P M Rodwell, Cornwall

Thanks!! The improvement is

astonishing and after hearing and

trying other audio stands, the performance of
BASE is second to none -

Mr M Slattery, Sussex

le for homéitrial

den Hul D102 MK 11l

high cost or insubstantial
appearance, but they

can play a major part in
achieving the full potential
from your system.

“The hi fi cabinet is harmonious to the eye
as well as to the ear. It improves the sound
reproduced by the sy with greater
clarity, depth and control of all kinds of
music”. -

Mr C V Lawick, Herts,

The acclaimed
interconnect is

We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,

WORLD VERDICT [l WORLD VERDICT (ENGEage therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.
wmﬁm . Great Build and finish, and ~ g you p g
1d, something we'd use ourselves. It sounds great too.
EAS ™M TES ND P
*0% FINANCE NOW AVAILABLE ON ALL HI FI CABINETS ki ‘.‘"‘ (RN F°".°f’“ bAT ':“°°”" N x KA
*Subject to Status For moie datalla VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON ® soNicLINK @ NORDOST ® CHORD €O
and a product xLo ® AuDIO QUEST ® KIMBER ® SENNHEISER ® STAX ® ORTOFON
Audiophile Furniture Ltd portfolio please LAT ® sumiko ® LYra @ MicHELL @ STANDS UNIQUE @ TARGET
The Square . ., _ contact: 2 & crrnn @ vac @ nee - -
Forest Row : SOUNDSTYLE ® TOWNSHEND ® 1x0s ® REFERENCE CABLES
forestiion  AUDIODRIIC 7e1.01342 826262
RH18 5SE. Fax:01 342 824845 52 Green Lane ® Great Sutton ®South Wirral ® Cheshire ® L66 4LE

Pleniioy

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETAILER

We stock a wide range of products from some exclusive manufacturers worldwide.

ALCHEMIST * ATACAMA SUPPORTS * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE * ANALYSIS * AUDIOQUEST CABLES *

* AUDIO SPECTRUM * BOSTON ACOUSTICS * CABLE TALK * ELEMENTAL AUDIO * HENLEY DESIGNS * KELLY * MAGNAT
SPEAKERS * MICHELL * MONITOR AUDIO * MUSICAL FIDELITY * MYRYAD * ORTOFON * PARASOUND * PHILOSOPHY CABLES *
PROJEKT * PROJECT * REL * S.M.E. * SONIC FRONTIERS * SONIC LINK * STANDS UNIQUE * STRAIGHT WIRE * TARGET * TEAC *

TRIANGLE * TRICHORD * UNISON RESEARCH * VOYD TURNTABLES

QUALITY SECOND USER EQUIFMENT PLUS EX-DEM

LIST SALE

ENSAMBLE PA1 REFERENCE SILVER MONITORS £4000 £1995
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 VALVE AMPLIFIER WITH A BORDER PSU AND NEW VALVES MINT £729
AUDIO NOTE DAC 4 MINT BOXED £5000 £2795
RUSS ANDREWS RATA 3 LOUDSPEAKERS MINT LESS THAN 1 YEAR OLD ORIGINAL PRICE £4375 £2795
AUDION 2 BOX PRE & GOLDEN KNIGHT MONO BLOCKS MINT BOXED HARDLY USED £6000 £3295
AUDIO ANALYSIS OMEGA’S LARGE RIBBON SPEAKERS EX-DEM £2695
AUDIO NOTE SORO SE ONLY 3 MTH’S OLD £1600 £1100
MYRYAD CD PLAYER MINT BOXED NEARLY NEW £699 £449
KELLY KT 3 SPEAKERS MINT NEARLY NEW £1200 £875
VTL SUPER 300B 18 WATT MONO-BLOCKS SUPERB CON. £4000+ £1495
J.R.T. SPEAKERS £349

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND
7 DAYS A WEEK SERVICE
CONTACT NIGEL ON 01326 221372 MOBILE 0498 554357

E¥]  SEPTEMBER 1998 HI-FI WORLD



GOING ALL THE WAY

Having recently replaced my old NAD
3020e integrated amplifier with the new
AMC 3020, | was pleasantly surprised to
hear a marked improvement in sound
quality, along with further benefits from
bi-wiring my JPW ML 510s.

However, another upgrade idea
struck when my eye caught sight of the
split pre/power sections on the AMC and
my mind wandered back to a letter in
the February 1997 issue of Hi-Fi World.
There a happy reader described how he
had connected his Linn Pretek (with two
Pre-Outputs) to his Linn Powertek and

the Aux input of his NAD 3020i. The
Powertek was used to drive the bass
units of his bi-wired Index ‘speakers with
the NAD on treble duty.

Applying the above philosophy to my
set-up, | connected the Pre-Out of the
AMC to the Aux input of the NAD and
then connected the NAD Tape Out to
the AMC power section. The NAD was
posted on treble duty with the AMC
power section driving the bass units of
the JPWs. After some adjustment with
the volume of the NAD to achieve the
correct tonal balance, | was astonished
by the results. Dynamics, detail and

HI-FI WORLD

separation were all now considerably
improved.

| was using relatively pricey
interconnects (for this system), QED
Qnect 2s. Nevertheless, | think my
experience shows that, with the
increasing number of cheap but decent
integrated amps which have split
pre/power sections and the increasing
number of bi-wireable budget ‘speakers,
the benefits of bi-amping are
increasingly accessible.

A.D. Mollah
Lancs.

& €» 13 4353

E--4

It’s true that as the years go by
and the cost of decent amps falls,
there will be more and more
opportunities for system
improvements like this. Of course,
the next step is to go for an active
crossover, like the ones Maplin
(tel: 01702 554000) sell. This
obviously means removing your
loudspeakers’ built-in passive
crossovers, which will invalidate
any warranties, so either make
sure you know exactly what
you’re doing first or postpone the
mods until the 'speakers are out

=

orld Mail _

|

of their guarantee period.

The best way to go active
would be to hook up the AMC'’s
Pre-Out to the active crossover’s
input. Then connect the bass
output of the crossover to the
Power In or Aux of whichever
amp sounds best driving the
woofers, leaving the treble
output to the other amp. If you
know the crossover point of your
loudspeakers, dial the same
frequency in on the active
crossover. If you don’t, start at
2kHz and work up to about

CD PLAYER

3.5kHz for most two-way
designs.

You can adjust differences in
levels between amps on most
active crossovers, and some even
give you a choice of second or
third-order roll-offs. The only
time you may run into problems is
if your loudspeaker has very steep
roll-offs, say fourth-order, which
can be difficult to find in
inexpensive active devices. JM

For greater clarity and detail, hook up a set of The

Chord Company’s Siren interconnects.
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PY Visit our website at
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
-m a or send your e-mails to
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

POWER FOR THE GLORY
| am intending to replace my old
Hitachi music centre with some
Midi-sized separates (probably the
Denon HP-500) and a digital
recorder (probably the latest Sony
MD at about £250) to lay down my
extensive vinyl collection. | would
like to keep the Hitachi ‘speakers,
which are excellent, but they are
only rated at 50watts. A hi-fi
salesman told me that | was more
likely to damage them with a LESS
powerful (30watt) rather than more
powerful (60watt) amp. Does this
make any sense? Also, am | mad

‘chopped’ or ‘clipped’ off. If
you're listening to music and
this happens, you’ll know
about it - this distortion
sounds very nasty. It can also
damage loudspeaker drive
units,

You're much better off with
an amp which will drive your
Hitachis to the required volume
without sweating. Just make
sure you don’t then exceed your
loudspeakers’ power handling,
which shouldn’t be too tough as
50watts into most 'speakers in
a living room would be very

buying MiniDisc? If you push an amplifier beyond its rated power loud indeed. And you’re certa mly
output, it will start to “clip’ the signal. This can not mad to be buying MD either -

Stevie destroy loudspeaker drivers. The dotted lines show it’s much easier to use than
stib@earthling.net the unclipped waveform. cassette and sounds better too. [M
What the salesman told you is this occurs under test conditions, Make sure you're getting the most from your
actually right. When an amp runs the tops of the sine waves often components with a set of The Chord Company’s
out of steam, it can ‘clip’. When used to measure amplifiers are Cobra interconnects.

HEARING DOUBLE underneath the player, or must | turn upwards? Should I fix them to the

| have a question concerning the them the other way around, pointing player’s feet or directly to its metal

double-wiring of ‘speaker chassis?
cables. | presently bi-wire my
JMlab Profil 7 ’speakers with
2.25 square mm stranded
copper cable, custom made
by a hi-fi shop in The
Netherlands. They also make
a silver version, which sounds
better in the midrange and
treble.

If I use this silver cable to
the tweeter and double-up
the two existing copper
cables for the bass, would
this cause any problems for
the amp as far as impedance,
capacitance or other mis-
matching goes? | won’t try
out the possible sonic
benefits before | know I’'m not
damaging anything. worthwhile putting your

| also want to put my CD 4 suggestion into practice on
player on spikes. Should they  Doubling up loudspeaker cables, as shown here on the bass section of the Jamo @ cheaper, more disposable
point down to the stone surface Concert 8’ crossover, reduces cable resistance and inductance by up to 50%. set Of ’speakers fifSt.

Egil Erlandsen
. egil.erfandsen@dagbladet.no

. As long as you hook up
your cables properly -
make very certain there’s
no shorting - the effect of
doubling up will be to
halve their resistance but
double their capacitance.

| According to Richard
Lord, QED’s cable
designer, resistance and
capacitance should ideally
both be minimised. Some
amps can struggle when
faced by excessive
capacitance, so it might be

If you do not want your e-mail address published, please let us know.
I f

m SEPTEMBER 1998 HI-FI WORLD



As far as spike orientation
goes, it’s simply a case of trial
and error. However, if you find
the spikes work best with their
points facing downwards, it’s

LOP-SIDED

| have a Cambridge A3i
amplifier and Wharfedale
Valdus 300 ‘speakers. My
problem is, the bass seems to
come from only one side. It this
a recognised fault in either of
these two products, and what
can | do in terms of
repositioning the ‘speakers,
buying new components, etc, to
remedy this problem?

Will Odeli
w.odeli@connect-2.co.uk

It sounds as if there’s a
fault somewhere along the
line in your hi-fi, as neither
the Cambridge nor
Wharfedale should be
behaving in the way you

DIGITITIS, DOCTOR

I'm in a difficult position which | don't
suppose is that rare among audiophiles.
My idea of hi-fi is a no-compromise one:
it doesn’t matter what the equipment
looks like or how inconvenient it is to use
or live with, the sound quality is
paramount. My wife however disagrees,
so we have a compromise. My system
currently consists of a Linn LP12,
Valhalla, Basik+, Marantz CD-75

Mk2, Cambridge Audio Dacmagic 1,
Linn Kairn, Linn LK100 and KLS9
‘speakers.

Obviously the front end needs
looking at: | love the sound of my LP12
and am not looking to upgrade there.
However, I've been unhappy with the
sound of my CDs for some time and
having auditioned a Linn Karik Il thought
that was the way to go (it matches the rest
of the kit AND sounds good to boot!)
Unfortunately your articles about the
Assemblage DAC-2 have cast doubts in
my mind. So, should | buy a DAC-2 and
use it with the CD-75 until a good
second-hand Karik transport comes up, or
will the ageing CD-75 be shown up?
Indeed should ! even be thinking about
the Karik any more? | know the player is
good, but is the transport that special?

1i-FI WORLD

not a bad idea then to remove the
CD player’s existing feet and
screw on the spikes instead. Just
bear in mind that any DIY
modifications like these will

The music from Wharfedale’s Valdus 300 loudspeakers should be evenly

spread between the two cabinets. If it isn’t, a dealer visit might be called for.

Will any small differences in sound
quality be worth the grief gained by not
having a matching system?

Mike Howard
mikehoward50@compuserve.com

by

One of the most
capable digital performers
around is Assemblage’s DAC-2 kit.

The Linn Karik is a luverly
waﬁsport and now, since the
Mayjik’s delta-sigma one-bit
convertor was added on board, a
fine one-box player. The Assemblage
DAC-2 kit, particularly in upgraded
form, is on the other hand a sweet
and translucent convertor that can
be unforgiving with less-than-great
CDs and transports. So while the

invariably invalidate the
player’s guarantee.

Dab on a little DNM Licon contact enhancer to

prevent dirty joints holding your hi-fi back.

describe. It’s very rare that
| positioning could cause

. such an imbalance,
especially as low

| frequencies are pretty much
. omnidirectional.

Check that all your cable
. connections are sound and

. that the amp’s balance

| control is set to the centre.
Try borrowing components
from a friend and
substituting them into your
. system one at a time to pin
. down the weak link. Failing
| that, a dealer visit may be
the only option.

M

Once your amp and ‘speakers are
working properly, treat them both to

DNM'’s Reson loudspeaker cable.

DAC-2 could be used on the CD-75,
it would be a case of ‘never mind the
quality, feel the width’. Bearing in
mind your Linn sensibilities I would
have to direct you back to your first
choice, the Karik, in whatever
incarnation. You could

look out for
an early Karik 0

(just a transport, designed to BNC
up to the 20-bit Numerik) and use
that with an Assemblage kit, or go
for a later model (SPS, II or III).
AH

While you're sorting out the CD side of things, enjoy

a slab of audiophile vinyl from Vivante.
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presents

Shahiniain
DYNAVECTOR
Well Tempered

Stockists and Information from
Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place,
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051

Atacama Y
Audnolab
G e gat ée"for...

Cyrus r
Herman-Kardon | . Widest choice in the area
iz'; « Independent advice
= | + Qualified stasf
Kre|nw°°d |* Comfortable dem rooms AUDIOLAS
Marantz | Superb showrooms
Martin-Logan | » Main road location
Meridian | Major car parks nearby
Michell | » Insurance estimates
Mission » Over 3 experience
Monttor Audio S s,,vi,;fg:m e
Musical-Fideity | | i i i
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P!ﬂk "rl"ﬂh L + Open IO 30-5:30 6 days in Hi-Fi and
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Rogers Up to 3 yrs.
Ruark
SME Interest Free
Sonus-Faber Credit
Spendor Jeposit only 20% of MARTIN-
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Tannoy £1500+ for 24 months |
TOL £3000+ for 36 months |
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DEFINITIVE AUDIO

“The Living Voice Auditorium (£1500) is compact and beautifully finished, yet sounds
even better than it looks, with high sensitivity and a wonderful coherence which reflects
its essential simplicity, quality ingredients and painstaking development.”

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy. Paul Messenger. July 1998

...... All of these phrases are grossly over used in
hi-fi reviewing, but are wholly justified here. | have
heard far too many conventional systems that cost
in excess of £40,000 which exhibit only fractional
amounts of this cleverly matched outfit's musical
dexterity. | have encountered few systems that
sound as good as this one - at any price.”

Alan Sircom. April 1998
'Definitive Audio Starter System’

Second Hand items Include:

£ Sale price £ New price

Audio Research SP8 Pre Amp (box & man) £ 900 £2900
MF A2 CD £ 250 £ 500
Voyd turntable (Ref Bearing/platter) £1200 £2900
Audio Innovations S.500 Integrated £ 500 £1200
Audio Innovations $.800 Anniversary £ 800 £1500
Monarchy Audio M18 DAC £ 300 £ 600
Monarchy Audio Digital Interface Processor £ 120 £ 250
impulse HS loudspeakers Ash £ 700 £1850
Rane active crossover £ 200 £ 500
Meridian 500/ 563 with VdH 1st di/c £ 980 £1800
Vitavox AK 157 Bass Units £ 450 £ 900
Lowther PM6A (Boxed) £ 140 £ 210
Linn LP12 Valhalla Akito £ 400 £1300
Border Patrot 300 BSE (Blue) £1250 £2500
LP12/ARO/Armagedon PSU £ 700 £2500
Huygens K4 HiMass stands £ 150 £ 360
Audio Note DAC3 (1/2 Sig) £ 700 £1800
Audio Note ANJ /U4 £ 500 £1200
Various high end I/c and speaker cables P.O.A.

Definitive Audio serves a national and international market representing an holistic,
system based approach to true high fidelity. The results we achieve are acclaimed
worldwide. You can telephone for specific details or simply for an informal chat.
Products are strictly selected from serious manufacturers which include the following:-

¢ Living Voice * Border Patrol * Art Audio * SJ$ Electroacoustics ¢« Wadia ¢
* Vitavox ¢ Lowther ¢ Helios * MF + Nott’'m Analogue * Mystic Mat » SME « WB Ortofon ¢

AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD
0115 981 3562

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear It
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports.
X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED

RACKING SYSTEM
XWing design Every shelf is
available in any decoupled.
height Isolation
configuration increases level
by level.
Marble shelves
come as Machined round
standard. aluminium legs
Granite and improves
slate also stability and
available. isolation.
Adjustable Legs can be
spikes under all anodised
shelving (six colours
available).
Black is th.e Design
standard finish completely

other colours modular can be

L split or added to
Adjustable feet whenever
PAT Pending necessary

The above XWing rack available for £350.00
Have your rack designed for you.

SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT
30 day money back guarantee. For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order
Please call or Fax 0800 3280647
(Please allow 14 days for delivery)
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WARM IT UP

My system is made up of the following
components: Pioneer PD-TO7A
(Japanese version of PD-77), Audiolab
B000A (used as a pre-amp), Chord SPM
1000B power amp and Harbeth
HL-P3ES. The interconnects are Monster
Interlink 500s and the ‘speaker cable is
Chord Rumour.

| am generally quite pleased with the
system in terms of clarity, definition and
power. However, | find my system
sounding very cold when compared to
my brother's DPA/Harbeth set-up.
Should | keep my CD player and add a
more musical DAC or replace my CD
player? Should 1 also replace my pre-
amp? | have an Audiolab 8000Q or one

of the Chord pre-amps in mind. My taste

in music is mainly Classical, ranging

from large-scale orchestral works to solo

piano pieces.

Peter Cheng
pdlcheng@hotmail.com

It's unlikely the Pioneer is the

cause of your problems - the Legato

Link Conversion system sounds
anything but cold. As the player
itself is built along very solid lines,
it would certainly benefit from an
upgraded main clock; speak to
compantes like Acoustic Precision
(tel: 01483 267516), Trichord

MD ON THE RECORD

| have noticed in your publication a
number of letters relating to adding DACs
to older CD players. These are normally
answered with the recommendation to

(tel: 01684 573524) and AudioCom
(tel: 01834 842803). If you do decide
to go the add-on DAC route, try
new digital output boards from
some of the same people.

The Audiolab 8000A’s pre-amp
stage really is overshadowed by

World Mail__

rather lean, dry sound which,
coupled with the Harbeths’
neutrality, will give your system
that ‘cold’ sound. Swap the
Rumour for a length of DNM's
Reson, which should add tonal
colour and a hint of warmth. You

Going the Chord route to pre-amplification might involve the superh CPA 1800,

your power amp and loudspeakers.
Chord’s CPA 1800 (reviewed in
March 1998) at £1775 would make
a fine match for the SPM 1000B
and would be my recommendation
over the 8000Q.
The Chord Company’s first-

generation Rumour cable has a

DAC. However, the DAC recently started
to hum loudly. As an interim measure
until cash is available for a replacement, |
used my Sony MDS-)E510 MiniDisc
player with a disc in the Record/Pause

could use DNM's £36 interconnects
too, although Roksan’s HDC-01A
at £90 is, as the price might
suggest, considerably better.

M

Slip a Ringmat from Statmat into your Pioneer for a

smoother, more open sound.

certainly no match for my T1, but given
the choice between buying a DAC or a
digital recorder for circa £150 to pep up
an ageing CD player, | know where I'd put
my cash!

With a MiniDisc player like Sony’s MDS-JES10 in Record Monitor mode, you can use its internal DAC to convert the signal from a separate transport.

purchase a unit in the £100-£200 price
range, as above this price it makes more
sense to replace the whole unit.

I have another suggestion which |
stumbled upon quite by accident. | use a
Teac T1 transport and Cambridge Audio

HI-FI WORLD

position to listen to CDs. Then | found
that, if you remove the disc and press the
record button, the legend DA appears -
the unit had turned into a DAC and it
sounds as good as the Cambridge!

I's not a universal panacea and it's

Ralph Seaton
ralphseaton@email.msn.com

For a spot of in-depth hi-fi literature, dip into a copy of
John Linsley Hood’s Audio Electronics.
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Theory and Design of Loudspeaker Enclosures
J. E. Benson

Covers infinite baffle, reflex, passive radiator
etc. in great detail with a highly mathematical
approach making it unsuitable for beginners but
highly authoritative to experienced designers.
244pp 6” x 9”7

Paperback Code: 1140

£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

The Loudspeaker Design e
Cookbook, 5th edition -
Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-
date design information for
the home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small theory
and parameters.

185pp 8" x 112"
Paperback

Code No. 1090

£22.95 + £3.25 P&P

S
T acousties

Bullock On Boxes *"
Robert M. Bullock I, A rino
Using Thiele-Small parameters
clearly, it offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs to get to
grips with the sizing of the box

and port of a reflex

loudspeaker.
72pp B x 117
Paperback Code No. 1100

£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Art of Electronics
\ by P Horowitz & W.Hill.

An ideal book for beginner
\ through to engineer. Each
chapter takes you from the
basic first principals through to
full design and practical
circuits
Hardback Code No. 1210
£35.00 + £7.65 P&P (UK)

THE

gLect

»“

Electronic Circuits Student Handbook

by Michael Tooley

This book provides the knowledge necessary to appreciate
the operation of a wide range of basic electronic circuits
including amplifiers, logic gates, power supplies, timers and
pulse generators. the coverage is ideal for students following
formal courses.

240pp Paperback Code No.1450  £14.99 + £2.75 P&P (UK)

Build your own High-eng Audio Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-end equipment contains construction
projects for solid state and valve preamplifiers and power
amplifiers,active coross-over filters, and active subwoofer, a
mono/stereo compressor and a headphone amplifier.

High Performance Loudspeakers 5th Editio

by Martin Colloms

An up to date high performance reference book. Ideal for professionals
and students. Covering reviews of CAD packages, digital loudspeaker
design, new results in loudspeaker distortion, new developments in short
path, low order crossover network design, bending wave panel speaker

technology, hybrid
loudspeakers and more.
478pp 7" x 92"

Paperback Code No 1350
£27.50 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

N lowe

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and construc-
tion of a full range electrostatic loudspeaker,
including basic operating principles. Strongly
recommended for those wanting to either build,
repair and/or restore or who are just interested
in electrostatics.

243pp 77 x 9

Paperback Code No. 10B0

£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

by David M. Howard & James Angus
This book provides an introduction to
acoustics, including the principles of
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in dif-
ferent environments, deceiving the ear
and processing sound electronically
224pp 244 x 189mm

Paperback Code No. 1370

£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The Art and Science of Analog Circuit Design
edited by Jim Williams

The seventeen contributors to this companion
text to Analog Circuit Design; Art, Science, and
Personalities, present more tutorial, historical,
and editorial viewpoints on subjects related to
analog circuit design, Their anecdotes and
essays also give constructive guidance in areas
not usually covered in engineering course.
393pp 104 X 154 Hardback  Code No. 1500
£17.99 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

High Performance Audio Power Amplifiers
by Ben Duncan

Power Amplifies and their performance lie at
the heart of audio engineering. This hand-
book is the distillation of the state of the art.
Linking analog electronics, acoustics, heat
and music technology; high-end hi-fi and pro-
fessional PA and recording studio use; theory,
modelling and real-world practice; design and
repair; the old and the new, the mainstream
and the specialised.

2BBpp, 234x156mm,

Hardback Code No.1460

£40.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Loudspeaker and Headphone
Handbook

Second Edition

by John Borwich

This book brings together in a single
volume every aspect and practice in
sufficient depth to equip students and
professionals alike with a solid work-
ing knowledge of the subject.

592pp 234 x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1360
£50.00 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The

Why and How of

il Good

) Reproduction

TPl G.A. Briggs

’ § An easy to under-

stand book on

building loud-

speakers, using
empirical tech-
niques that pre-
date computer

analysis. Strong

recommendation for beginners.

BBpp 5!"” X Bl?’

Paperback Code: 1070

£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

| Analogue
| Electronics
by lan
\ Hickman
| Completely
| up-to-date

with the lat-
est devel-
‘ it opments
w %'t 2=——" andtech-
\LA e . .
= niques, this

book will enable the reader
to acquire an easy familiarity with
electronic circuitry and how it
works.
1992, 300pp, 350 circuit dia-
grams, 246 x 1B9mm), Paperback
Code No. 1490
£19.99 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory
and principles of electronics. A
good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420

£12.99 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1390 £14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

The Art of Linear Electronics

by John Linsley Hood

This practical handbook gives a complete working
knowledge of the basics and technology of linear
electronics, with application examples in such fields
as audio, radio, instrumentation and television.
400pp, 246 x 1B9,

Paperback Code No. 13B0

£19.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Electronic Test Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17 measuring instruments,
seven generators and analysers; ten miscellaneous instruments
and a number of test ancillaries and auxiliaries. The designs
range from a simple multicore cable designs contain a special
printed circuit, drawing of which are given in an appendix.
Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (LK)

Practical Electronic fault-Finding and Troubleshooting

by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic techniques needed to be a trou
bleshooter, using only the basic equipment: a digital multi-
meter and an oscilloscope. Simple circuit examples are usex
to illustrate principles and concepts fundamental to the
process of fault finding.

240pp 2 x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1430

£19.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)



VALVE BOOKS

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube
Design
M by Bruce Rozenblit
&8 The best beginner’s guide on
vacuum tube audio is now
available. this book takes a
comprehensive look at tube
audio design. For the begin-
ner, the author starts by
explaining how vacuum
tubes work and how to
design with them. For the
more experienced constructor,
Rozenblit has provided chapters on subjects
ncluding stabilisation and testing, a description of 13
amous and classic amps and preamps and how to
vork effectively as a designer. A hands-on guide to
:onstruction techniques, tools and choosing compo-
1ents and tubes is provided. 1997, 132pp., 8" x 11"
’aper back  Code No. 1340
:15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Amplifiers

Includes full designs for eleven
power and control amps,
including 5-20, using valves.
Begins with a four chapter

A tutorial on getting the best
sound from valve amplifiers.
142pp 8” x 10”

\ Paperback Code 1030

" £13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves
by john W. Stokes.

Outlines the evolution of radio

receiving tubes and the part they
played in the domestic radio

receiver. A reference for those
interested in the history and
development, and collectors
alike.

: 256pp "8" x 11” Paper back

ol 1050

£24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

\n Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifier Design

eventeen circuits from 5 to 1100watts - General Electric Co.

digh quality amp. designs using KT66s, KT88s, DA100s etc.
ncludes two valve pre-amps complete with phono stages.
26pp 6’ x 9” Paper back Code No. 1020

$19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES BOOKS

\udio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

/olume One: May'47 to Dec'49

“ontents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W
}J00B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W 211 power
1mp., cathode follower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation
f the Williamson amp., valve phono pre-amp., several
orn and reflex loudspeaker designs.

“ode No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

/olume Two: Jan'50 to Jul'55

“ontents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation of the
Nilliamson, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type
imp using 6A5s, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve
shono and line pre-amps., valves and loudspeaker
lamping, design and construction of reflex, horn loud-
peakers.

“ode No. 1160 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

/olume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55

“ontents: Simple valve phono stage, transformer less
implifier using 6082, 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp.,
tereo valve pre-amp., high quality valve phono stage, a
we-amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone control
we-amp., binaural or stereophonic, transistor phono
imp., corner & concrete horn loudspeaker.

:Please send (Code No.)___
]

by Gerald E.}. Tyne
This book covers the history of
the evolution of the thermionic
vacuum tube, tracing its com-
plex genealogy, and presenting
essential facts to assist in the
identification of suh tubes
made prior to 1930. Bell
Labs News, March 29, 1974,
“Today Tyne problably
knows more about the
history of tubes than any-
one else in the world”. As reviwed in
August Supplement 1998
Paperback 494pp, 5'*” x 8”
Code No. 1540
£16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum
by Piotr Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowsk.

This Data book comprises 5693
valves divided into 442 groups.
A comprehensive book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines
and example circuits.
| Hard back Code 1060
£49.95 + £ 8.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Audio Valve Amplifiers

by Rainer Zur Linde

This book is intended for a broad cross-section of the
public: apart from construction projects for
preamplifers, power amplifiers and two amplifiers for
musical instruments aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi
enthusiast, it offers much information on the operation
of electron tubes, while the first

chapter gives a short history of the thermionic valve.
Code No.1320

£14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

Morgan Jones, Audio Engineer

This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to understand both
the theory and the practice of valve audio amplifier
design, such that they can analyse and modify cir-
cuits, and rebuild an amplifier, Constructional
techniques are also provided so readers can build
from scratch designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x 9"

Paperback Code No. 1330

£25.00 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1170  £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57

Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter
amp., budget 11W amp., versatile bass/treble control,
transistor theory, transistor pre-amp., transistor tech-
niques, battery powered transistor phono pre-amp. and
loudspeakers explained.

Code No. 1180 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Five: Jan'58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve muitiplex decoder, 7W EL84
amp., valve active crossover and 20W treble amp/50W
bass amp., monaural, binaural, monophonic and stereo-
phonic explained, heterodyne FM multiplex adaptor,
transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio
amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Code: 1190 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan'60 to Dec'61

Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback techniques, the
coming of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape
recorders; distortion, frequency response and noise,
120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker efficiency.

Code No. 1200 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Tube Amplifiers

by Kavsek & Kavsek
The most beautiful tube amp book in
the world. No specs. no test. just 215
gorgeous four colour photos of 65+
amps with a short description of
each. Including a 12 page explana-
tion of the history of tubes and
tubeamps. Apendix with addresses
with tech. data.

167pp 9% x 12 %

Hard back Code No. 1310
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

D.T.N. Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to
build and set up the amplifier for
best results.

40pp 8" x 117

Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Valves in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Originally published in 1954 by Philips, this book
encourages amp. builders to experiment with design
elements. Discussing the use of valve data, the func-
tion of different amplifier stages and includes detailed
descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of practical
data, measurements and interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520

Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects

by the editors of Audio Amateur

This profusely illustrated handbook features 26 of the
best articles on power amps

published in Audio Amateur from 1970-89. Authors
from six countries offer an array of designs to provide
almost any level of high-quality audio power needed
by the resourceful amateur who prefers the pleasure of
building his or her own equipment.

205pp., 8-"*"x 11"

Paper back  Code No. 1300

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Principles of Electron Tubes

Herbert J. Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting with the basics of how
a vacuum tube actually works. Shows how a simple cir-
cuit is designed including amplifiers, transformers and
power supplies. A must for both enthusiasts and hobby-
ists.

398 pp 6” x 9”7 Paperback
£27.95 + £3.00 P&P

Code No. 1010

Valve & Transistor Audio
Amplifiers

by J L Hood

This is J L Hood'’s greatest work
yet, describing the

milestones that have marked the ™, A -®
development of audio amplifiers, ‘ = A'

from the earliest valve amps to =

the latest solid state design. This

book is the complete world guide to audio amp design.
Other contents: active & passive

components, amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and power
supplies.

As reviewed in June 98 Supplement

Paperback 250pp., 156mm x 232mm

Code No. 1530 £19.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

EPay: World Audio Publishing Ltd. £
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ORANGES
&
LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.

Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).
ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK,
CASTLE, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS, KEF, MARANTZ,
MICROMEGA, NAD, NAIM, NEAT,
QUAD, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
ROYD, RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA

Now in our fourth phenomenal year
THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW11

the real sound experience

Trade-in price *£135.00

Trade ' price “'£345 00

Trade-in price *£215.00

Trasle-in price “£975 00

Trade in price *£180.00

“Trade-in any cartridge to qualify for the special offer price.

10/12 Chapel Place
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN1 1YQ

Sounds Of Wesic

Telephone: 01892 547003
Facsimile: 01892 547004

WHAT’S THE MOST VALUABLE COMPONENT
IN YOUR HI-FI SYSTEM?

‘YOUR EARS’

Strangely enough, this does not always seem to be obvious to
some of our customers to start with. We are often asked, ‘Does
it sound better than what I have already.?” - ‘Will it sound OK in
my room.?” - ‘Is it worth spending twice as much on the
Signature version?” How can we answer? Invariably we can not
as all things are different to all men and all systems can sound
totally different in all sorts of different environments. At
SOUNDS OF MUSIC we believe that the only place for you to
answer these questions is in your own environment so we offer a
special one months trial system so you can be sure that your
final choice will be the right one. Our service is second to none
and we have one of the most varied and exciting ranges of
products available in the UK illustrated by our lists below. The
items shown below represent some of our favourite products
delivering the finest sounds in their respective price ranges.
Come and audition these superb items alongside our other world
class products. Call for an appointment today. if music is your
priority then SOUNDS OF MUSIC is the right place to come.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS @
AUDIO PHYSICS @
APOLLO @ AUDION @
AUDIO NOTE @ AUDIO
RESEARCH ® AUDIO
ANALOGUE @ ALTIS
ANTHEM @ AVl @

©® MAGNUM DYNALAB
® MICROMEGA @
MYRYAD® MARANTZ
® MORDANT SHORT
® MAGNAPLANAR @
MARTIN LOGAN @
MICHELL® NEAT @

AT.C ® ALON LA TRECTY NOOTRTll)NoGST .M
Al
acousTicEneErRGYe  PASS ALEPH 3 ANA’EOGUE .HOPERA
ARTEMIS ATACAMA @ e oF

ARGENTO @
B.C.D.® BASE®
BALANCED AUDIO

ORTOFON ® ORELLE
® ORCHID @ OSBORN
©® PROMENADE @

TECHNOLOGY ® PURIST AUDIO ®
B&w @ BOW @ - PASS @ PRO-AC ®
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Richard White finds out if JVC’s TD-V662 can stave off cassette’s Big Sleep.

ompact Cassette may be a

dying format but it would

appear that it's determined to
go down fighting. New and improved
machines are still being introduced,
and the tapes themselves keep getting
better and cheaper. . . If this is death
it makes you wonder whether that
old eight-track up in the loft is simply
shamming! One of the primary
reasons for the format’s leisurely
decline is its comparative cheapness:
few hi-fi components allow so much
flexibility for so little outlay.

Although the TD-V662 isn't the
cheapest cassette deck on the
market, it does have some attractive
features which put it in the league of
serious domestic machines. There’s
the all-important third monitoring
head, direct-drive for the two
capstans and HX-Pro. Tape type
selection (Ferric/Chrome/Metal) is
automatic. The JVC also has facilities
for direct input (bypassing its internal
amp) from one of the company’s CD
players, enabling use of the deck’s
internal level-limiter and
synchronised recording facility. On
the downside, there’s no Dolby S,
nor is there a direct microphone
input for home music makers.
Firing up the TD-V662 for action,

I plied it with a selection of pre-
recorded tapes including ‘talking
book’ types through the monitoring
(pre-amp bypass) loop. This swiftly
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answered a lot of questions and
proved the ‘662 has an even, neutral
balance which bore up very well to
continued listening. There was a
touch of grain, certainly, but this
didn’t stop me enjoying the
machine’s musicality.

It came as something of a shock
to realise that some of my own
recordings made on another
(nameless) deck were, ahem, letting
the side down. To be quite candid,
the JVC showed no mercy to my
own tapes, revealing tape-hiss, over-
recording, On/Off thumps, the
works! All of which went to highlight
the way the JVC could dig deep into
recordings and pull out subtleties
often buried by the medium.

Before attempting any recording
on the TD-V662, | fine-tuned its bias
for the tapes | was using, an easy and
worthwhile operation. (I re-tested a
range of blank cassettes as the days
progressed to confirm that the bias
setting wasn’t drifting).

Taking a spin round the airwaves
turned out to be a relaxing
experience. | put the ‘662 through its
paces on a variety of broadcast
material, starting with Radio 3. Tuning
in to a symphony concert | was
rewarded with plenty of dynamic
range and kept a wary eye on the
level indicator; for the Chrome tape in
the drawer, the manual
recommended peaks were kept below

the +2dB mark. The JVC then took all
in its stride, coming up with a
satisfying simulacrum of the original
thanks to rich, taut bass and clear,
crisp treble. The Rock of commercial
stations, in spite of the compression
generously applied to it, still managed
an up-beat vibrancy due to the
stability of the direct-drive transport.

Recording from records failed to
trip up the TD-V662. A short Haydn
trio captured on the three different
tape types pointed out ferric’s
customary shortcomings, although
HX Pro stretched out its perceived
bandwidth at the top end. On
Chrome and Metal, results were more
impressive. The cello part really sang
through and, on more complex
pieces like Handel’s Cancerti Grosso,
the vital midrange remained focused
and uncluttered. I have to admit to
being no great noise-reduction fan.
With the JVC's recording level
properly set, most recordings
sounded more natural without it.

JVC's TD-V662 is a serious
contender in what many now,
perhaps prematurely, consider to be
a backwater of hi-fi. Compact
Cassette may be heading for
yesterday, but if you have an
extensive tape collection and no
MiniDiscs, £300 might be best spent
on a capable cassette deck which is
cheap to feed and will easily see the
millennium oute
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JVC TD-V662
£299.99

JvC

Priestley Way,
London NW2 7BA
Tel: 0181 450 3282

WORLD VERDICT

Only its price and
a lack of Dolby S
conspire against
the otherwise

able JV(

Measured Performance

see pl111
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PROUDLLY PLESENTS
Anthem range from Sonic Frontiers

Anthem CD1

Sweet sound and numerous feature
make the CD1 fine value for money
World Verdict winner,

S DD 'WHAT HI-FI?

March 98 Jan 98

Wonderful natural sound: Masses of realism.
As a high-end contender this player is a

Anthem Integrated 1

..it’s also fast, dynamic and hugely
enjoyable. It can rock too.

..it’s style, design, musicality and
upgradability make it special.

it’s an amplifier that I'll be sorry to see
go and that's the highest
recommendation | can offer.

WHAT HILFIZ v % e R
May 98
Jan 97
Anthem Pre 1L Anthem Amp 1
"...better sound than you’ve got any right to expect "...excels at just about every parameter,
at this price point - maybe even double. Very highly ... but the best part is the Amp 1°s sheer musicality”.
recommended.” Stereophile Feb 98

stereophile Feb 98

We proudly present the new
ALR/JORDAN RANGE
fromn Germany

English Sound
German Engineering

For your nearest stockist

Tel: 01483 454991

Picture The Sound - 13 Weston Road, Guildford Surrey, GU2 6AU
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he Nuvistor is a miniature valve
Tthat got elbowed out at birth by the

transistor. It came and went pretty
fast, | seem to remember. | fiddled with a
few in my teens, was none too successful
due to my own inability I'm sure, and
returned to ECC83s and dreaded OC81s.
The Nuvistor faded away. Now they have
started to reappear in hi-fi, but little is
known about them.

Valves in their day were a pain. When
the valve was the only amplifying device
available, it had to be used in radios and
test equipment and, from 1943 on, in
computers too. As more and more uses
were found for amplification and
electronics in general, the size, weight,
power consumption and heat production
of the valve proved an ever-increasing
limitation. The transistor was invented in
1948, but even by the early Sixties it still
possessed too much capacitance for VHF
radio. That role was filled briefly by the
Nuvistor, introduced around 1963.

At the start of the 20th century
Marconi, Fleming and Lee de Forest were
intrigued by electromagnetic radiation.
An invisible signal that could travel
through the ‘ether’ at the speed of light
must have seemed pretty astonishing. The
first use of the valve was as a rectifier and
an amplifier capable of amplifying and
detecting such signals. Radio was born.
Audio amplification followed quickly in
its wake, stimulated by the need for
‘public address’ (PA) within halls,
cinemas and public exhibitions. | am
talking about the 1920s-1940s here,
when homes were lit by gas, public
electricity supply was neither common
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nor universal and few had either radio or
TV. Mass entertainment was common
though. The need for PA was met by
companies like Goodmans and Tannoy,
and Harold Leak built his first hi-fi
amplifier in 1938.

By the time of World War Il, early
experiments in radar were taking place in
Britain and already the cumbersome
nature of the valve was being felt. Early
experiments took place in bombers,
because of their carrying capacity. Before
the war radar was being tested over
Britain in an old Heyford bomber, and
during the war Mosquitoes were fitted out
with air-to-air radar units to detect
German night fighters. Ground and
marine installations could cope better
than aircraft, but even here the valve was

1943, it used 2500 valves and consumed
10kW. No fewer than ten were built. By
1948 ENIAC and Colossus had shown a
need for amplifying devices which were
smaller, lighter and less power-hungry
than the valve. You'll find that those who
lived through the valve period see it as an
archaic device. You have to be a child of
the solid-state age to see valves in a
romantic light.

I was born on the cusp; transistors
were being used in radios but generally
had a bad reputation. They were crude,
difficult, non-linear devices, with a
tendency to go phut! The Japanese were
having some success putting them into
miniature radios that suddenly started
appearing in public places, to the
annoyance of many.

“You’ll find that

those who lived through

the valve period see it as

an archaic device.”

proving difficult.

In America ENIAC, the world'’s first
digital computer, mushroomed into an
astonishing device. Designed in 1943, the
US government progressively requested
an improved specification. In the end, it
used 19,000 valves, weighed 30 tons and
consumed 200kW of power. Heat
production was enormous and for
reliability it could not be turned off.

In Britain, the GPO built what
arguably was also a computer, called
Colossus, to help Bletchley Park crack the
German Enigma code. Completed in

Around this time the Nuvistor
appeared. It was almost as small as a
transistor, supposedly more reliable and
suitable for high-frequency work, unlike
transistors of the time. The Nuvistor used
one-third the heater power of a valve -
0.135A at 6.3V instead of 0.3A. RCA’s
6CW4 Nuvistor pictured here was an RF
triode designed for VHF communications.
Its anode needed around 135V and
dissipated just 1watt.

As promising as the Nuvistor might
have appeared, it was soon replaced by
high-frequency transistors and FETSs,
which of course need no heater supply. It
is probably just as well because today’s
microprocessor chips use around 5
million active junctions on a substrate,
and by the year 2000 this will have risen
to 8 million junctions. That would be a
hell of a lot of Nuvistors had they
replaced the transistor. But in spite of a
great name, the idea was late in coming
and today this little device is but a fading
memory.
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PRICE VALIDITY TO END OCT 1998 - ASK ABOUT ANY TYPES NOT ON THIS LIST

CHELMER
VALVE

COMPANY
for High Quality Audio Tubes

Everybody in the tube business knows that the justly famous Brand names of yesteryear like BRIMAR,
GEC, MULLARD, RCA & TELEFUNFKEN Etc. Etc. are scarce and often very expensive.
Although we supply all major brands when available (and have many in stock) our policy is to offer a
range of tubes, mostly of current manufacture, the best we can find from factories around the world,
which we process specially to suit audio applications. The result - CVC PREMIUM BRAND.

Our special processing includes selection for LOW NOISE, HUM & MICROPHONY and controlled
BURN-IN on all power tubes to improve STABILITY and select out tubes with weaknesses Etc.

A selection of CVC PREMIUM Audio Tubes

PRE-AMP TUBES POWER TUBES POWER TUBES SOCKETS ETC.
ECC81 5.00 | EL34G 7.50 (continued) B9A (Chassis or PCB) 1.60
ECC82 5.00 | EL34 (TESLA) 8.00 | 6336A 46.00 | B9A (Ch or PCB) G/Plated  3.00
ECC83 5.00 | EL34 (Large Dia.) 8.50 6550A 11.00 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) 1.80
ECC85 6.00 | EL84/6BQ5 4.70 6550WA or WB 13.50 | Octal (Ch. or PCB) G/Plated 4.20
ECC88 5.00 | EL509/519 13.00 7581A 11.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 300B etc.)  3.30
ECF82 5.00 | E84L/7189A 6.50 807 9.00 | 4 Pin (For 2A3, 3008 etc)
ECL82 5.00 | KT66 9.50 811A 11.00 | G/Plated 5.00
ECL86 5.00 | KT77 12.00 | 812A 34.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.) 11.00
EF86 5.50 | KT88 (Standard) 12.50 845 30.00 | 4 Pin Jumbo (For 211 etc.)
E8OF Gold Pin 10.00 | KT88 (Gold Special) 21.00 Gold Plated 15.00
E81CC Gold Pin 6.80 | KT88 (GL Type) 30.00 RECTIRERTUDRES 5 Pin (For 807) 3.00
E82CC Gold Pin 8.00 | PL509/519 9.00 EZ80 4.00 | 7 Pin (For 6C33C-B) 4.50
E83CC Gold Pin 7.50 | 2A3 (4 or 8 Pin) 14.50 EZ81 4.50 | 9 Pin (For EL, PL509,
E88CC Gold Pin 8.00 | 211 22.00 | GZ32 11.00 | Ch. or PCB) 5.00
6EU7 6.00 | 300B 50.00 | GZ33 9.50 [ Screening Can
6SL7GT 4.50 | 6C33C-B 27.00 GZ34 6.50 (For ECC83 etc.) 2.00
58N7GT 4.50 | 6L6GC 6.50 GZ37 7.50 | Anode Connecter
6922 5.20 | 6L6WGC/5881 8.00 | 5U4G 5.00 | (For807 etc.) 1.50
7025 6.50 | 6V6GT 5.00 5V4GT 4.50 | Anode Connecter
6080 11.50 | 5Y3GT 4.00 | (For EL509 etc.) 1.70
6146B 10.50 524GT 4.50 | Retainer (For 6L6WGC etc.) 2.00
a few “Other Brands” (inc. Scarce types).
5R4GY FIVRE 7.00 | 6B4G / SYLVANIA 7.00 | 6SN7GT BRIMAR 10.00 |[13E1 STC 110.00
5R4WGY CHATHAM USA 10.00 | 6BW6 BRIMAR 5.00 | 12AT7WA MULLARD 5.00 (805 CETRON 50.00
5U4GB RCA or GE 12.00 | 6BX7 GT SYLVANIA 8.50 | 12AY7 GE-SYLVANIA 7.75 |5842A GEC 15.00
5Y3WGT SYLVANIA 5.00 | 6CG7/6FQ7SYLVANIA 750 | 12AZ7 GE 7.50 |6080W TUNGSTOL 12.50
B6AS7G ARCA or SEIMENS 12.00 | 6CL6 RCA or GE 5.00 | 12BH7A GE or RCA 13.00 |6550A GE 22.00
6AUBWC SYLVANIA 3.50 | 6CW4 RCA 11.00 | 12BY7A GE 9.00 |6146B GE 17.00
6SL7GT STC 8.50 | 12E1 STC 12.50

ALL PRICES IN U.K. POUNDS £
Please note carriage charge extra + VAT (EEC Only) - When ordering state if matching required (add £1.00 per tube).
Payment by CREDIT CARD (ACESS, VISA, MASTERCARD) or BANKERS DRAFT, TRANSFER or CHEQUE (UK ONLY).
FAX or POST your ORDER - We shall send PROFORMA INVOICE if necessary.

Valve Amplifiers sound better still fitted with CVC PREMIUM Valves!

Chelmer Valve Company, 130 New London Road,

Chelmsford, Essex CM2 ORG. England.
© 44 (0)1245 355296 Fax: 44 (0)1245 490064




40 Iintegraled amplihi

Dominic Todd goes budget with Myryad’s £400 T-40 integrated amplifier.

ne of the best aspects of

the hi-fi separates business

in this country is the large
number of ‘cottage-industry’
companies. Through bringing
innovative ideas to the audiophile
world, they ensure the big boys
never become too complacent. One
such imaginative outiit is Myryad.
With a reputation alreaely established
on some highly-respected equipment
towards the high end, they’re now
haping to woo a wider audience
with a range which includes the T-40
integrated amplifier at £400.

The T-40 strikes one of the most
eftective compromises between
features and minimalism {'ve come
across for some time. There’s full
remote control, a Moving-Magnet
phono stage (as standard, not an
option; others please note) which is
switchable to line level, outputs for
bi-amping and two tape loops. The
second of these is becoming ever
more crucial as growing numbers of
people keep their cassette decks
running in tandem with MiniDisc or
CD-Recordable.

What these features haven’t
compromised, however, is the
component or build quality. Inside,
the T-40 is every bit as good as its
mainstream rivals, with its Alps
volume pot and toroidal transformer.
The damping braces used on the
output transistors also show a
dedication to detail.
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After a thorough running-in, |
hitched the Myryad up to my Roksan
Xerxes X turntable and Celestion SL6
loudspeakers. With Claire Martin’s
'‘Gettin’ High' the
T-40 brought back memories of
Myryad’s more costly amps. It
endowed music with power and
weight, belying its humble 50watt
output. The sound stage was nicely
layered too, vocals located to the
fore with the instruments staggered
behind them. In fact, detail,
separation, dynamics and decay
were first-rate for an amp of this
price.

The sole blot or two on the
musical landscape were a slight
congestion in the midrange (which
spoiled the realism of Martin’s
delivery) and a degree of ‘splash’ to
percussion. The resolution of the
double-bass didn't quite live up to
the standard of the drums either, but
was par for the class.

‘Sex Without Bodies’ by Dave's
True Story was conveyed with equal
enthusiasm. The Myryad proved
unusually dynamic given its price,
yet didn’t lapse into the cool,
occasionally mechanical delivery of
some of its Far-Eastern competition.
Again, both vocalists stood out from
the mix and were tonally well
defined. By contrast, the guitar and
percussion stepped forward a bit too
far. Those with aggressive or bright
‘speakers might find the T-40’s

presentation tilts the sound towards
‘in-your-face’, so warmish sources
and transducers are the best bet.
Playing its part in this midrange
prominence was a Naimesque
bottom end where integration and
rhythmic speed took precedence
over outright extension.

Switching to Space’s ‘There’s No
Yau’ showed a degree of resolution
rare in this class. Halfway through
the track a ghostly synthesiser slips in
at the far rear of the sound stage.
While most amps fail completely to
even acknowledge its presence, the
T-40 picked it out with ease and set
it within its own acoustic space.
Again, although a slight harshness
could set in on more complex
sections, it was hard not to be
impressed by the coherence and
vivacity of the song.

Any doubts | had as to whether
Myryad could mimic the success of
their more expensive equipment at
more budget prices faded the longer
! lived with the T-40. This amp won't
gel with brighter or rougher sounding
saurces and ‘speakers, but that
doesn’t amount to a hill of beans
next to the plus points. The Myryad’s
features list is full, the styling’s neat
and unobtrusive, and the build’s
solid. Partner the T-40 with care and
you'll enjoy a blend of power and
control with resolution and subtlety
that's rare enough in the class above,
let alone at £400@

Review

Myryad T-40  £399.95
Myryad Systems

2 Pipers Wood,
Waterberry Drive,
Waterlooville

PO7 7XU

Tel: 01705 265508

WORLD VERDICT

Matched to the
right components
the T-40 is
detailed,
controlled and

very involving

Mea\uwd Performance

see pl11

SEPTEMBER 1998



ROKSAN

B

e ——

tel: 07000 Roksan
fax: 070001 Roksan - |
email: info@roksan.co.uk




HIT FOR SIX

Richard White looks to Boston’s CR6s for loudspeakers which

are small but perfectly fo

he bookshelf "speaker seems.
to be in no danger of losing
its status as one of hi-fi’s most
popular purchases. Perhaps this is a
knock-on from the expanding home-
cinema market and its voracious
appetite for more ‘speakers in less
space. Whatever the reason,
loudspeaker manufacturers are vying
with each other to produce more
and more compact designs. “But
surely,” | hear you cry, "surely there
comes a point when the size of the
cabinet works directly against what
you're trying to achieve?” Well, it is
true that since the function of any
loudspeaker enclosure is to
acaustically load the cone, it follows
that the less air actually enclosed,
the more “cheating’ must be resorted
to for an extended response. The
trouble is, some designers nowadays
appear to have leagued themselves
with the devil and can occasionally
produce surprisingly convincing
results from matchboxes -
figuratively speaking!

Boston’s CR6 is a two-wav bass-
reflex which tries to navigate this
minefield of compromise. The tiny
cabinet measures just 10in. by 5in.
by 8in. and holds the 4.5in.
mid/bass driver and tweeter
vertically in-line. The 1.5in. port has
its profiled mouth moulded into the
rear of the cabinet, above the gold-
plated terminals. Telly-addicts and
computer buffs will appreciate the
fact that the drivers’ magnets are
shielded to permit siting near
monitor or TV screens.

For the purposes of this test, we
hooked the Bostons up to one of our
own 300B valve amplifiers, coupled
through an Assemblage L-1 pre-amp
to Denon’s DVD-3000. Audio
Analogue’s Puccini SE integrated
was also pressed into service.

The starter on the musical menu
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was a little low-

v

down Blues from
Ronnie Earl and
the Broadcasters.
At first sight, this
may not be the
most trying of
obstacle courses,
but recordings of
semi-acoustic
music can be
fiendishly difficult
to reproduce
accurately (when
did you last hear
live Jazz with an
amplified singer
sounding alright?)

The CR6s coped
with Ronnie and his pals
quite creditably; the
fundamentals of the bass were
‘missing, presumed lost’, but for all
that, the bottom-end roll-off wasn’t
excessive, especially bearing in
mind that the diminutive
dimensions give a maximum
enclosure volume of a paltry 6.5
litres. The sound stage, whilst a tad
restricted from left to right, was
realistically proportioned and
imaging, as you'd expect from small
front baffles, was precisely focused.
The Bostons require careful
positioning to give of their best in
this respect though - pull them too
far apart and the illusion of reality
disintegrates.

Classical music proved to be
more of a mixed Bach. The Sixteen's
‘authentic’ recording of the B Minor
Mass suffered a looseness easily
noticeable on kettle-drums and male
voices were somewhat sibilant and
lacked body. And although the
chamber orchestra sections came
across clearly, particularly the
woodwind, there was a slight
harshness laid across the music.

Compared with the way they had
handled Ronnie Earl and Co., the
Bostons were now struggling to
open out the sound stage and keep
control on crescendos.

Because ot the CR6s’ size, there
is a minimum wattage necessaiy to
make them blossom. Below this
level, delicate signals tend to be
almost inaudible. Move the volume
control up a notch or so too far and
the sound can become rather rough
around the edges.

Boston’s CR6s are a valiant try at
cramming several quarts into a pint
pot, but you can’t have your small-
cabinet cake and eat big bass. These
‘speakers are at their best with fairly
simple textures, certainly at higher
listening levels. Tannoy’s Mercury
m1s at £30 less are more transparent
and evenly balanced and not vastly
bigger. If you're one of the growing
band of computer audio enthusiasts
though, the miniature Boston’s and
their magnetic shielding may well
prove attractive®
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Boston CR6 £14995
Portfolio Marketing

PC Box 88,

Hedge End,

Hants.

SO32 2XN

Tel: 01489 705519

WORLD VERDICT

With

uncomplicated

music, the CRb6s
work well, but

not quite as well
as the best of the

competition

Measured Performance
see pll1




High End has never been so affordable

Liiac Black Rhodium
]

“Amplifiers, D/A Converters, CD Players, Audio and Main cables
“Superb sonic performance combined with stunning good looks

ﬁ 1 *Designed by Dr R Bews and Prof M Hawksford
Vermilion “Hand b!.lill in the UK by skilled engineers
*Prices from £299 to £5500
*NEW Entry level Mistral range

’ ! S-Gold Mains -
T GO L o;..,, i THE ULTIMATE AURAL EXPERIENCE

Sales Office Mot Line 07000 SONIC LINK LFD Audio. Micron Houe. 23 Coppins Rd. Clacton-on-sea. Essex. CO15 3HP

Tol: « 44 (0) 1332 361 390 Tel. (01255) 422533 Fax. (01255) 221069
Fax: ¢ 34 (0) 1332 298 636

SONIGLINK

WY The Difference between night.........
N

Elemental Audio’s Reference support
range.

From the luxurious marble
agglomerate shelving to the unique
closed atmosphere 100% tubular
construction, our supports look, feel
and perform like no others.

February’s Hi-Fi World
concluded...” The Monoplinth
outstripped all the other platforms
here in every respect”. From
lightning quick bass to
unbrightened grainless and Introducing the Monoplinth

powerful treble coupled with a The latest in the reference series - used primarily as a
designs, and free friendly advice:

midrange that has “an addictive level of our new breathtaking

purity to it”, our designs lend an air of refinement, of poise modular stacking system, the
CALL standing speakers.

Tel: 01840 211045 Fax/Data: 01840 211056 L%}\—, Elemental

~

and assuredness, and a deftness which belies their mass, plinth represents the h eight of
making listening a very pleasurable and extending experience. our no-compromise designs: a
Highfield Rd., Camelford. CORNWALL. PL32 9RA ﬂUJiO (group tested Feb’98 Hi-Fi World)
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single shelf solution for
equipment and also floor

For more information incl. availability, custom orders and




David Price

ven its most ardent devotees -
E myself included - have to admit

that Japan is a strange country.
Only in Japan do car breakdown
recovery companies call themselves
‘Tortoise’; only in Japan do High-School
girls hold their socks up with glue; and
only in Japan, so its detractors would
have you believe, is MiniDisc a
resounding success.

MD MARCHES ON . ..

To give you an idea of how big the little
format currently is, consider this: the
most popular foreign Pop star in Japan at
the moment is Jason Kay. Although he
hasn’t quite infiltrated the country’s
coliective psyche to the degree of
Lennon and McCartney, he isn’t far off.
The reason is that his band, Jamiroquai,
is signed to Sony Music, who are
presently running one of their biggest-
ever TV campaigns. The product they're
pushing is MiniDisc, and Jay Kay is the
advert’s star. He can be seen on every
Japanese commercial TV network in
what seems like every advertising break,
grinning as he shouts, “It's a Sony, it's a
MD!" In one ad he’s listening to a
portable MD while skateboarding, in
another he’s recording his vocal parts to
‘Emergency On Planet Earth’ (an early
hit) on an MDS-JA50ES. And every
Friday night on Tokyo Rainbow Station,
he pops up on ‘Sony Music Disc’ - an
hour’s worth of (guess which record
company’s) videos upwards of 20 times!
If that wasn’t enough, all the major
recording media manufacturers have TV
ads flogging a bewildering array of MDs
(the key differentiation being the disc
colour and the celebrity endorsing it).
Sharp’s campaign - showing pretty young
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things moodily listening to their cute
little MD portables - is everywhere, as is
Kenwood’s. Away from the goggle box,
MiniDisc is plastered all over music,
fashion and lifestyle magazines. Even the
oldest grandmother in the remotest
outpost of snow-covered Hokkaido or
sub-tropical Kyushu now has no excuse
for not knowing what MD is.

Fortunately for Sony et al, the media
blitz has worked. Returning to Japan
after an absence of five years, |'ve been
struck by the dramatic change in the
country's music recording habits. Take
Yodobashi Camera’s main store in the
Shinjuku district of Tokyo, for example.
It's a dream come true for home
recordists, offering every single
recording format from every brand - if
you want an ‘XL-AD Metal Master Super
I’ cassette in a C80 length, here’s where
you come. Or it was, because now most
of its tape lines have disappeared due to
lack of demand. In their place are rows

have been filled putting the latest fifth-
generation machines to the test, and the
conclusions have been surprisingly
positive.

Japanese hi-fi hacks are often serious
DAT users, while many have a cassette
deck tucked away in the corner (like,
say, a Nakamichi 1000ZXL) for good
measure. There’s also still a healthy
penchant for the country’s late Seventies
battleship open reels (big 6-head,
Quartz-locked Sonys and Technics that
make Revoxes look like Dictaphones).
So when these guys rate a format, you
know it's got something going for it.

The upshot is that in Japan, cassette is
now as dead as the proverbial Dodo,
and firmly into its place has stepped
MiniDisc. The only sign of the latter’s
mortality is in Tokyo’s Virgin Megastore,
a space normally packed to the point of
claustrophobia, except around the
MiniDiscs. The blanks sell well enough
but takers for the latest pre-recordeds

“In Japan, cassette is now

as dead as the proverbial Dodo,

and firmly into its place

has stepped MiniDisc.”

and rows of - that’s right - MiniDiscs.

Compared to the UK, prices are very
low. Even down at the local
convenience shop, where everything
costs far more than it has any right to (in
the best traditions of British
cornershops), a standard MD74 from
Axia or TDK costs under £2. In a
discount store like Yodobashi, Sony’s
top ES MiniDisc is little more - or you
buy a box of ten Sonys with a free
storage case for under £12.

All very well you say, but isn't MD a
downmarket format, far detached from
hi-fi’s rarefied climes? Even as recently
as a year ago you’'d have been right -
most of the action has been in the
portables and small systems market. But
now things are changing. Over the past
six months, Japanese hi-fi magazines -
even prestigious high-end titles like
Stereo Sound - have been dripping with
top-notch MD separates and in-depth
software listening tests. Countless pages

(including the Godzilla Original
Soundtrack and the Princess Diana
tribute album, as | write) are few and far
between. MD, it seems, is a cheap,
convenient recording medium capable
of fine sound with the right hardware. It
is not, however, a new music carrier to
usurp CD.

If you're still wondering what to
replace your ageing three-head cassette
deck with, wake up and smell the sushi.
We can now be certain that MD won't
go the way of Elcaset or eight-track. It's
now king of the world’s second largest
hi-fi market and is getting stronger by
the minute. If you can set aside your
philosophical objections (ie, MD’s data-
reducing number crunching) and if you
want to make good recordings simply
and easily, MD is here now and it
works. Amidst all the post-modern
frivolity of contemporary Japanese
culture, maybe that's one serious lesson

we could learn?
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50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

An Oaséo of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

EDINBURGH

GLASGOW
0141 248 2857 0131 220 0909

Audio & Visual Solutions

Arcam - Audiolab - Castle -
Chario - Denon
Epos - Kef - Linn - Linn Knekt -
oeweM-cromeﬁ - Mordaunt Short
- MusicalTechnology - Naim -
Primare - Rega - Rotel
4 listening leunges
Multi-room design & installation

10Si1S

Hotel Street, Leicester,
LE1 5AW
Telephone 0116 262 3754

a BADA member

Cymb

SERIOUS KiT

e n the i
of Audionote, Sugden Impulse. Pro—Ac
Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,
Heart, Keswick etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri
10-5pm Sat
10-2pm Sun

Phone: 0161 793 6742
Fax: 0161 727 7042

NEWCASTLE

LEEDS
0191 230 3600 0113 242 7777

Soundcraft

INSTALLATIONS

IN THE SOUTH EAST
“SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE
REAL Hi-FI MAKES”

Audio & Visual Solutions

LINN NAIM ARCAM REGA
HELPLINE: 01233 624441

VISIT THE LEADING HI-Fi DEALER

Basically St

NORWICH @ N @INI@IN S

Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Au UGIEISMERISHERIS
Chario,Chord Co, Denon, SSeSglavseT
Micromega, Monarchy, Nai gREUGISRNETZEN
Rotel, Royd, stax, TDL, Te JSSSINBRSFIEE]
Audio Note and  IVESIIEES

The Old Schigsl

The North Wests Newest Dealership
| Demonstrating some of the worlds
finest HI-Fi 1
Home Demonstrations a speciality ‘
(see Dial-A-Dealer for complete
product range)

!TellFax 0161 304 7494 Mobile: 0402 268490 |
Evening calls welcome |

222l For The Measure of M

—_

TO ADVERTISE IN SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS

PLEASE CALL
AMANDA SWEENEY
ON 0171 289 3533

LATEST ARRIVALS
CHORD SPA3200 & SPM1200B PRE-POWER, MERIDIAN
DSP600O  SPEAKER  SYSTEK, SESAC-3  SURROUND
PROCESSOR, 557 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AKD 566 20-BIT DAC,

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMESIS AND FORSETE AMPLIFIERS,
DYNAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAKERS, EPOS EST2, SPENDOR
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE._..

CLEARANCE a SECOND
HAND SALE

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST.
PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E, FOR AN
UPDATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS

AVAILABLE.
PLEASE NOTE QUR NEW OPENING TIMES

TUBSDAY TO SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pm,
LATE NIGKT THURSDAY TILL 7pm.

Branches at:
#Birmingham : 363 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811
mSolihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road,
Tel: 0121 742 0254
MStourbridge : 9 Market Street,

Tel 01384 444184
~Demonstrations By Appointment~

Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

Mon 10 Sat 9.30 ¥ §.30. Closed Thursdoy

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,

SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924

Closed Mondays

@ Comfortable listening rooms

® Home demonstrations available

® Part exchange welcome

@ Free home installation

@ Interest free credit

Authorised retailer for:

A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,
MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI-FI SPECTALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN

PROBCTION TV WITH
PART EXCHANGH WELCOMF
PLEASE PHONE OR E MAIE. FOR PRICES
WBHAVE IN STOCK OVER 210 LASBRDISCS
(.ALLPORO(N LATEST CATAL.QUGB
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163 Spon Street. Coveatry. CV13BB Tel : 0203 <z<zoo[

MUCH MORE [ et Conen - boa oo
Kef - Masaniz - Monlios Audio - Mission - Musical Rdelty
TH&%?H'FH Ndunlcm nu Oued lo‘x loom- - Yarget
SADA DEALIR mu.oum uronr DIOM TRIAL

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence
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specialist hi-fi dealers

audio e)(cellence

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
Bristol Cardiff
65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road
Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 4NR
(01179) 264975 (01222) 228565
Gloucester Swansea
58 Bristol Road 9 High Street
Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE
(01452) 300046 (01792) 474608
Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 6RT
(01392) 491194
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY
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“ VALVES & TUBES REPAIR & DIY

S
Hearing is Believing - | TECHNICAL & GENERAL
ﬁvc CHELMER VALVE COMPANY l THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST
/ g . N ﬁ' .
Arcam High Quality Audio Valves for the Great Classical Tumtable, Arms, Cartridges, Styli
cm“ y A‘:;"w.ab Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us. CONNOISSEUR « GARRARD * GOLDRING *
: [ LENCO » ORTOFON ¢ SHURE * S.M.E »
= Castle All valves processed for improved performance, | THORENS » WATTS ‘
E AL Meridian We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types All available Genuine spares and our own {
10 years o Frcetence Classé induding :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, efc o h ek LG
i Rega London Road, Chelmsford, G NO ILLUSORY IMPROVEMENT' NO !
55 Main Street, Marantz 130, "Iev; . :’d' - Bm;o(;nm DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS'
Blad“?d" Epos Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064 Cartridges and styli, cotrect radius diamonds, for early ‘
Dublin. Naim Audio recordings - 78s & Lps
Tel: (61) 2889449/2888477 scw TECHNICAL & GENERAL
Open: Tues - St 10 am 10 6 pm. REL | P.O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tt - F1i 10 am ta & pm. Tel: 01892 65 45 34

L - |

—_— -

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

REVOX AU
m GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO Baffled by the number of
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING bl th ket?
SERVICE & REPAIR OF CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST cables on tnhe market?
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE,
A77, B77, A700, PR99 & The Russ Andrews Solution
36 SERIES Also agents For:-CROFT. G.A.T.E., GRAAF., LEAK . . 1
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO. Use Kimber Kable - the best!
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT, UKD o o vty Kimbor Kebie i
y using high quality Kimber Kable you can achieve
SERVICED MACHINES I N OPERA.gH%igﬁliisféggggRﬁgAMURA ;esulls .lhat will astound you...it will transform your Hi-Fi
STOCK ©Our Paid Approval Scheme allows you 14
da [ ! I bl figati
APPROVED CONVERSIONS TEL: 01895 833099 o a4 a0 et stn

Our NEW Hi-Fi Lifestyle Brochure contains our

E M A s range of accessories and cables to make your music
[ ] [ ] [ ] . sound better.

TEL:01246-275479

——— H ’ 1
FAX:01246 550421 / Give your system a new lease of life!
9 . T i r lastest information - just il, ph
RE‘ 70X SER‘ IICE atv / ® Service & Repairs ta?c rt?\?;;ﬁo:::ngaa::rslgs?m o st mall phone or
p @ Valve & mansistor amplifiers Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd. Edge Bank House,
Kendal, Cumbria LAB 9AS England
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair TV SEReES @ Vintage vobve Radios Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317
Insured Carriage arranged A
Free Estimation LEATHERHEAD I
Also:  Tape Supplies @ Valves Tested
Second User Reconditioned Machines 01372 456921
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159

Fax: (0181)953 1118 MUSONIC STYLI
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street, R d t c t SPEgIALE; gAuUFAC;I"U:ER &vs .
e €COras al LOSt [ st i

MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs | | i'Skus canrainces
RESTORAT'ON OF (1 For prices tel/fax/e-mail to
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT AT DEALER'S COST PRICE e gy

amember of the WSL Records at Cost atfor shi
Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with As amember o o B rire WD2 4D

40 A ) cali Service you can buy any brand new CD at e
over years experience an specialist tradoprlco+postageandasmalhandling

knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers

anfi ‘Amstrong. etc. Ex.tensive facilities enable z—h:lraglf::':o:n;zdsow%'llv:;::'y%:of:ﬂ.hmof TO ADVE RTISE IN
o] M S e oll|  SPECIALIST HI-FI
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a WSL PO.BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ D E A L E R S

week. Valve testing a speciality. TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) FAX: (01424) 718262

E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM PLEASE CALL
Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer.., PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A .\ M AN DA SWE EN EY

Electronli’;%:iiz:?ﬂ l(!?l'tinsultant MASS'VE CD WAREHOUSE
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex CLEARANCE SALE! ON 01 71 289 3533
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Review

UMBER CRUNCHING

e e

B8Tr 54n 18s

Leo Lam gets to grips with Denon’s DMD-1000 MiniDisc recorder
and its ATRAC 4.5 compression system.

iniDisc, now the de facto
home recording format in
Asia (especially Japan) is

beginning to take over the British
Isles at high speed. After what could
euphemistically be called ‘a sluggish
start’, the smallest of discs seems
finally to have usurped cassette in
the sales charts as the nation’s
recording medium of choice. What
has wrought this change in MD's
fortunes? The mediocre sound
quality of early compression
algorithms has given way to sweet,
open DACs and ADCs in machinery
which looks increasingly better value
as prices continue to fall.

One prime example of ‘New
MiniDisc’ is Denon’s £300
DMD-1000. Much more solidly
constructed than many a sub-£500
biscuit box, inside the player is even
more promising. The oversized
mains transformer has a TDK Radio
Frequency filter at the output of its
secondary to reduce RFI and keep
the power supply clean. Arother nail
in the coffin of electric mush are the
five separate regulator ICs. The final
step is the audio-grade Silmic
electrolytic capacitors.

Two optical and one co-axial
digital input are provided for digital
recordings, while the analague input
feeds enhanced Delta Sigma A/D
convertors for analogue recorelings.

HI-FI WORLD

Squashing all this onto a blank MD is
the ATRAC 4.5 algorithm developed
by Sony, who claim to have
incorporated advanced adaptive
controls which lead to more efficient
data compression. For playback,
Denan’s proprietary Lambda Super
Linear Converter system, based
around a pair of Burr-Brown DACs
with 20-bit digital filters, is used.

The DMD-1000 was
accompanied by Audio Analogue’s
Puccini SE amplifier and Heybrook’s
Heylette loudspeakers for this review.
Monitoring was achieved with the
Teac T1 transport playing through the
Denon’s DAC. Analogue cables were
sourced from van den Hul
(D102 MKkIily and Kimber (PBJ),
whose DV-30 co-ax digital
interconnect also featured. | recorded
onto Sony’s Color Collections discs,
and compared the '1000 with a
previous-generation Sony MDS-JE510
and a couple of the latest portables.

Digital recordings transferred via
the co-axial lead were noticeably
superior to those made through fibre-
optical links, so | stuck with the
former. Although the Denon’s ADCs
are respectable, unsurprisingly digital
copies were truer to the original. The
two come closer together in terms of
their general effect on signals.

1 was happy to find atmosphere
and ambient detail in abundance,

but the overall balance of music was Denon DMD-1000
subtly altered, vocals becoming £299.99

tonally drier and more forward. Bass
was firm and powerful, and in the
timing stakes the DMD-1000 proved

Hayden Laboratories

viltern Hill,

as swift and enjoyable as its CD Chalfont St Pete
brethren. In short, the Denon betters Gerrards Cross,
all the cassette competition under Bucks. SL9 9UG

£500 in terms of detail resolution,
low background naise and editing
versatility. It possessed a clean,
refreshing character which was only
a little tonally challenged in the
midrange and upper treble.

Comparison with the older Sony
showed that the Denon was quite an
improvement over the last generation
of ATRAC. The prime beneficiaries
were a better tonal balance, greater
three dimensionality and fuller
instrumental texture.

One interesting result came
through during this review. The DAC
incorparated within the Denon has
some real merits. Plugging the T1
into the Denon revealed # was far
superior to a lot of budget CD
players, with loads of detail and a
smooth rhythmic flow.

MiniDisc really does look to be
going from strength to strength as
ATRAC becomes less obtrusive in its
operation. If more capable MD
recorders like the Denon continue to
appear, | can really see cassette
entering its twilight yearse

WORLD VERDICT

2029
With its
uncoloured and
natural approach
10 recording and
replay, the Denon
is digital done
right.

see p111
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ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS Call us and allow us to
transform your life with products from an acclaimed
of Amplifiers, CD’s and Pre/Power combinations
including such models as ‘Kraken' and ‘Forsetti' right
through to our award winning ‘The Alchemist' range
Winners 1996 C.O.T.Y. Japan) Unit |, Furzewood
ouse, Cranbourne Ind Est, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6
3IN. Tel: 01707 664607 (for en1uiries) Tel: 01753
889949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707 664207 (for
enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALEMA UK LTD 25 Montifore Road, Hove, BN3
IRD. Tel. 01273 202637. Audion * Edison * Andersson
* (Trade enquiries welcome for our newly extended
range).

APPOLLO The UK based designers and
manufacturers of high quality speaker stands and
equipment racks have now added to their
comprehensive range 2 modular system ideal for
housing audio visual products and CD storage. Please
send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd.
Tipton Rd, Dudley, West Midlands, DY14 Tel. 0121
520 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - All export trade
enquiries welcome.

ARCAM Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CBS 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964
or Fax. OIZIGJI’B‘:JI;M. Ma«foacmrle;;1 o; the D#: 29
Amplifier an elta 280 Digical uner, two
together produce a sound that has been described as
“subtle and intriguing” and that provide “real clout” -
discover this for yourself. For information on not only
tivese products but also the Arcam CD Players,
Speakers, Cassette Decks etc., ‘Phone or write in to
request a brochure - The pleasure is all yours!

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square,
Forest Row, East Sussex RH 18 SES Tel: 01342 826262.
Fax: 01342 824845. Manufacturers of the patented
BASE VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS AND
THE MODULAR AUDIO SUPPORT SYSTEM. These
Products are endorsed by Hi-Fi World. Also newl
introduced are the RESOPIANCE CONTROLLED HI-%
CABINETS which are multi level modular design and
available in various sizes and wood finishes. Please
telephone for more details and a product portfolio.

AUDIOLAB Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd,

itfire Close, Ermine Park, Hnndn’don. Cambs, PEIB
6XY. Tel +44 (0)1480 415600. Fax +44 (0) 1480
52159. The Audiolab amplifiers, CD :Iayers and tuners
are internationally acknowledged for their
sophisticated, modern design, combined with
outstanding sound quality and flexibility. There are now
10 Audiolab models which range from the famous
B000A Integrated Amplifier through to the new
8000CD Integrated CD Player. For full information and
details of your Audiolab dealer, please ‘phone or write.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes
DAX-2, a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
dumr into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controllers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION B8, a fully remote controlled uniquely
transparent passive preamplifier, the perfect mach for
DES”I_'(.E. By word of moulth our DwEhSelt:E power
r s convincing listeners, er passive
o"r""i:m! Nnmz 1997 is TRANSCEND a state of art
CD transport with AES, coaxial, AT&T glass and
Toslink outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO BOX
50,Nottingham, NG9 1DZ, Tel: (444) (0115 922 4138.
Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701.
CABLE TALK Unit 12, Farnborough Business
Centra, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU 14
TXA. Tel: (+44) (0)1252 373434, Fax:os+44) &O)IISZ
371818. Designers and manufacturers of British made
high quality, value for money. interconnect and speaker
cables. Phone or fax for a free full colour brochure on
our What Hi-Fi? 5 star rated products.

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Liandudno Road,
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies /
manufactures  mailorder, high purity silver
interconnects, loudspeaker cables, internal wires and

spoke mains cables. Generous two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road,
Wuhln‘sm. Tyne & Wear, NE38 0BW. UK Sales 0191
415 0205, Fax: 0191-416-0392  E-Mail:
mbc@canford.co.uk Internet: www.canford.co.uk The
UK’s” leading manufacturer and distributor of
prof | audio equip pecialists in ublin*ol
connectors. Canford invite interested parties ¢o call for
one of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogues which
detalls over 12,000 products. Canford have offices and
distributors world-wide.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower
Mount Road, Maidstone.Kent MEI6 8AX
Telephone: 01622-764874, Fax: 01622-688480.
:;:1 ve rzandy 'p.lm w;thmir hiﬂ:z {

range er amplifiers superd pre-amps-
the CPA‘NOJ,:W CPA 4000as well as the BBg qualified
LS5/12A loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass extension system.
Call us for copies of reviews that will leave you wanting
details of your nearest retailer.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London NII 3ER Tel 0181 361 4133, Fax:
0181 361 4136, E-mail: mcreek@ibm.net Internet:
www.creekaudio.co.uk Creek Audio build stylish Hi-Fi
products in che UK, combining state of the art
electronic design. with full bodied, accurate and
musically rewarding sound. Our standard size products
come in two mﬂmhmh)ﬁ ranges, the entry level
43 saries and higher priced 52 series. These inciude:
CD43 - CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC, T43
AM/FM Tuner, ruugsnud Amps - 5250, 5250SE and
4330 (described by Stereophile Magazine as the best
amp under $1000). Our A43, AS2 and AS2SE Powaer
Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts and both P43 and
P52 Pre-Amps offer passive and active operation with
remote control. In addition we have an lﬂ%!
% range of small products: OBH-

MM an +9 MC Phono Pre-Amplifiers, OBH-11
and [1SE Headphone Amplifiers, OBH-10 and 12
Remote Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-14 - 24
bit DAC. Ses our home page for further details or call
us for leaflets.

DBS AUDIO P.O. Box 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk,
IAPJO ONF. Tel. 0l|254 I:}: 926 Fax kgxudulsndoéy"l'?as

udio sy ual speaker esigne ave
Barrlmanv.PI"hz Dgg 6, hmu a cuuong'bullt B-inch
cast-chassis woofer with high-power voice coil, Morel
high-power tweeter, and ready-assembled crossover
with van den Hul cable ICW 630V polypropylene
capacitors and bi-wired with gold-plated terminals. By
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popular demand DBS4II is now upgraded to Mklll
SJE‘"“ kit available). New designs are planned. Also,

distributor for the CLIO professional quality (but
easy to useb PC-based audio measuring system.
Mastercard / Visa accepted.

ECA DISTRIBUTION Resulting from our own
research and development, The ECA Design Team, has
achieved the award winning Vista S/ Lectern S Pre
Power combo (Best Bug: Hi-Fi Choice) and the Vista
HD/Lectern HD Pre-Power combo ﬁGramo hone
Audio Choice [996 Award). Closely followed by our
ECA A.2 True Ribbon Speakers and Prisma Phono Amp
for “the naturally neutral chain”. The barest minimum
of wiring in the amps, super symmetry in the circuits
and vacuum impregnated air coils custom made for the
speakers. P.O.8ox 3023 London NW2 7RW. Tel/Fax:
0181 998 1086

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valve
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517. Fax. 0121 681
8772 Mobile 0956 921740 U.K. Stockists are:
Classique Sounds {Leicester) GT Audio (London
NW) Nottingham Analogue, Purist Audio, The
Cartridge Man (Len Gregory - Croydon), call
for overseas distributors.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich. Norfolk, NR 14
8)T. Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributors of FOCAL
rive units and SOLEN {chateauroux) "&olypropylene
itors and the largest inductor manufacturer in the
U.K. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and
Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters. *Everything but
the wood® Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p
stamped addressed envelope.

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend
on Sea, Essex $52 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fuller's
audlorroduce a range of innovative products.
Amplification - al0 single ended class A
semiconductor power amplifier - £1200, b70 a
mosfet power amplifier of th standard - £599, prel
and prel + matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, geni
thono stage for mm and mc cartridges £299.
oudspeakers - Pharoah system, upgradable from 1
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass,
ﬁanlvelactive options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way
oor standing unit £849, Sultan H.E., 98dB sensitivi
£439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan, 91.5d
sensitivity £309.

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs,
Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT
until he appears, why not send for the brochure
showing a selection of {’MND MADE units. To do this
please send 3 x 2nd class stamps.

IPL ACOUSTICS are a long established supplier of
hilgh quality speaker kits, components and PTFE
Silver cables. 8ur kit range includes 6 Transmission
Lines and Kits for A.V. use, available with or without
flat-pack cabinets (Plain or preveneered). Our latest
Transmission Line has a spun aluminium bass unic and
a superb new ribbon tweeter. For details send large
30p S.A.E. - IPL Acoustics, 2 Laverton Road,
Westbury, Wiltshire, BAI3 3RS. Tel. 01373 823333

gAMO UK LTD Jamo House, 5 Faraday Close,
rayton Fields, Daventry, Northants,
Tel. 01327 301300

!EM DISTRIBUTION (F) RAX)E&rlin¢eld Mills,

Street, Ossett, Wakefield. WFS OHW. Tel: 01924
277626. Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new
dimension in audio visual racking. High quality
aluminium construction. Finishes available to your
choice. Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving. sound
insulation on shelfffeet. Custom created to suit your
system. Free delivery throughout the UK. For further
information or a free brochure contact JEM
Distribution.

IORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cyntra
lace, 201 Mare Street, Hackney, London E8 3QE.
Tel. 0181 985 1646. Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight
AND Sound.

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH 54 Coach Road,
Outwood, Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax
01924 870606. °I'd say that the Figaro is the besc
miniature speaker | have heard" Audiophile March
1993. Write in or call for details on our full product
range and your nearesc stockist,

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scotch Street
Centre, Dungannon BT70 IAR Tel:01868 753606.
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of
some of the finest Hi Fi rroducu in Europe. These
include Audiomeca digital products and turntables;
Lieder silvar speaker and interconnect cables; Pro-ject
turn-tables and amplifiers; Triangle speakers and
electronics; and YBA amplifiers. We also handle
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers
and mains filters and Essex Audio dl’lul products from
the UK. Please elephone or write for product details
and dealer lists.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road,
Croydon, Surr?. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166. Fax:
0181 684 3056. One of the largest distributors of
electronic valves, tubes and semi-conductors in the UK.
and USA manufacturers. scock. We specialise in
obsolete types including original UK and USA made
audio valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate
quotation.

LORICRAFT AUDIO * Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane,
Goose Green, Lambourn, Berks. RG17 8XQ. Tel.
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 301's
and 401's using genuine spares and re-manufactured
parts to original pristine standards in our newly built

work shoss designed primarily for these purposes.

MARSTON AUDIO 7, Queens Avenue,
PE30 SLR.

King's Lynn, Norfolk,
Tel: 01553 772875 Fax: 01553 767988 email:
marston@planetweb.co.uk.website:
www.pl b.co.uk/marston. M ers of the
Silhouette and Silhouette Elite Digital to Analogue
Converters and the new “Marston Silhouette™ CD
Player, enginsered to produce stunning dynamics,
ble timing and a beautifully transparent sound.
Telophone for stockists and future developments.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD Areside
Mills, Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW.
Tel: 01535 632700, Fax: 01535 632887. Distributors of
High Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers,

Totem Loudspeakers, Reference thordm‘x, Jeckiin
Float Headph uence loudspeakers,

amplifiers and quality recordings from Proprius. IF ITS
MUSIC YOU LOVE, TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR
LITERATURE.

MICROMEGA distributed by Surrey Sounds, 32-33
Enterprise House, Terrace Road, Walton On Thames,
Middlesex. KT12 2SD. Tel: 01932 254297. Fax: 01932
230174. For dealer and product info on the fantastic
Minium complete system, up to the Solo and Data and
Dial:k. Also the new 24bit audio and video DVD player
and the outstanding new premium range of CD players.
All Micromega CD players play CDs like Vinyt

MORGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD A range of
equipment hand built in the UK, consisting of 2 CD
player / D.A. converter / integrated & pre/power
amplifiers: The integrated amplifiers are designated
125/250/600. PriceJ:( £249/£399/£999. Pre-power
versions of the 250/600 are priced at £799/£899. The
CD player @ £579 & DAC @ £399 offer astounding
performance and complete the 250 range. For further
info. please call:- 0151 236 7667.

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO Tel:
01773 762947. Design and manufacture of quality
analogue audio. We're in the business because we
realise how important music is. Our turntable arms
and cartridges sell the world over a commitment to
providing all our customer's with the best of
analogue. we love music.

OPTIMUM INTERNATIONAL 2000 “A
beautiful and stunning range of support systems for
both hi-fi and audio visual equipment. Manufactured in
the UK. for the new millennium. Comprising stylish
toughened safety glass and scainless steel support
rods, these products provide both visual and sound
performance. The new Premier range is totally
modular and therefore totally flexible, suiting the
needs of all customers. All models are fully spiked and
flat packed for ease of transportation. Please call for
further details. Tel/Fax. +44 (0) 1274 583249.

OPUS3/PENTACONE. Natural Acoustical Music
recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional, Dynamic
and Live. SYSTEM HARMONISING: A service to
extract the full potential of your hi-fi equipment by
careful and innovative methods of Sgner Tuning .
WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION!! Because
we record live music we know what it sounds like. 4.
Cross Bank Road, Batley, W. Yorks. WFi7 8P).
Tel/Fax: 01924 445039.
E-Mail;pentacone@hotmail.com

WWVJ: heep:/idspace.dial.pipex.com/nim

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of e;ul ment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE.
Improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts
Drive, North Wembley, Middlesex HAO 3SB. Tel:
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION
Tel/Fax 01296 24756.

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the iali

in hi-fi systems. Best selling products include RED.
SILVER PINK AND VIOLET interconnects, AST75x2
AST200x2 and SI130x2 BiWire loudspeakers cables
and GREEN digital 75 ohm interconnect.

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland,
Glasgow,, G12 9TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax. 0141 339
7592 e-mail bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We specialise
only in mass loadi;\* material. After hours exhaustively
testing SOUND BYTES with various types of speakers.
we know it works and so do you - we have never had a
single tomplaint. Call us for advise on how much to
add to your equipment for the best performance and
the location of your nearest dealer,

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road,
London Swi4 ﬂR.TeI: 0181 -255.6868. Importers and
distributors of the finest audio equipment, featuring the
stunning Bou;lder 2,000 series and the complete range
from Norwegian manufacturer Electrocompaniet,

E SUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works, Station
ane, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF.
Tel. 01924 404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted
audio products. *A world of Music". Call or write in for
information on our SDA-I Digital to Analogue
Converter, SDT-! CD Player, A21a Class “A® Amplitier,
A25B Integrated Amplifier, A48 Integrated Amplifier,
AuSlc Pre Amplifier, AuSIp Power Amplifier and more

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnboroui‘h
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough,
Hamrhire. GU14 7XA. Tel: 01252 378383. Please ring
for details

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Briaannia
House, Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 IR}. The Audio
equipment, rack and speaker stand specialist. For
information on our products please tetephone or write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performin
hi-fi and a/v accessories currently available in the UK.
These include: Puresonic, best known for its range of
high performance interconnects and connectors, and
cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v
applications in its range; Tech-Link's own brand Switch
Boxes are the perfect solution to multiple applications
- for example, its highly acclaimed TAS.I is a very
practical and inexpensive way of switching your
speakers between hi-fi and home cinema systems; and
S:Il’k - a range of very exclusive high quality cables,
interconnects and connectors.

For more information , contact:Tech-Link at Units 1/2,
76a Farniey Road, London, SE25 6NX. Tel:0181 771
8388, Fax: 0181 771 1840.

TEAC 5 Mariin House, The Croxley Centre, Watford
WD 8YA. Tel: 01923 819630. Fax: 01923 236290.
Teac has already established a virtual world-domi
in the manufacture of precision recording equipment
and data storage products and the company is now
turning its attention to its core hi-fi and audio related
products. The Tokyo Electro-Acoustic Company
gfhence TEAC) was formed in 1956. Over the years
EAC has produced some of the world's most
ing recording includi

component company for high end audio enthusiasts.
Also carbon tubes/audio valves. Major stockists for
Golden Dragon, Mullard, GEC & Tecnix valves plus
vast archive of vintage tubes.

PRISM ACOUSTICS LTD Prism House, Duncan
Street, Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB45 | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444, Fax 01261 818555. Heep://www.prism-
acoustics.com E-mail: enquiries@prismacoustics.com
Prism Acoustics Ltd. Has pioneered the used of
Reflective Wave Technology (RWT) in the design of
all our loudspeakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true
sound quality and potential of your system. Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natural
materials offer better base definition, clarity, and
natural sound staging capabilities. CD/Turn-table
plaforms, custom made stands, shelves or anything
you desire cut andro!lshed to any shape or size
required.Tel: 01603 721995

REL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgend ind Est.
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF3| 3TP. UK. Tel. 01656
768 777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656
766 093. Inurna\(’:’onal. +44 656 76% 09&. Emai’l:
contacti@rel.net Web: hetp/irel ?gg he UK's on
specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. “The onI;
one that works®. Get your dealer to give you a home
demo and find out what the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG HI-Fi SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 IHW.
Tel: 01759 372795. The service, overhaul and
reconditioning of all Tandberg hi-fi products
regardless of age.

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS Ringmat
Developments, PO Box 200, Brentwood, Essex CMIS
9FB. Tel: 01277 200 210 Ringmat is the first support
for a record on a turntable platter to be properly
designed and is now the leading turntable mat for the
discerning listener. The recent XLR version of the
RINGMAT 330 MKIl improves performance still
further. Also now available are RINGMAT Platter
Inserts for Roksan Xerxes and Garrard 401
turntables, which bring significant improvements in
sound quality when used with the RINGMAT 330
MKLL and XLR record supports. iIn S: ber 1997,

quip g man

excellent affordable home cassette decks (for whlcz
the name TEAC became almost synonymous) and by
the time of the dawning of the digital age at the
beginning of the 1980's it was internationally
acknowledged as a world leader in audio technology
with a string of high fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw
a significant turning point for TEAC with the launch of
a superb new mini-system, a newly developed VRDS
mini CD player and a British designed CD player.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on from
the highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifications
the Pulsar Series One digital to analogue converter.
This unique design is part multibit and part bitstream
to give absolute linearity over an extremely wide
dynamic range. Swltchalle between |8 or 20 bit
resolution this converter will become the standard for
CD replay. For details telephone 01684 573524.

VADIS AMPLIFIERS Kirkland, 32 Head Screet,
Beith, Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel: 01505 504128 A new
manufacturer in Scotland producing a very different
valve power amplifier. The DIRECT OUTPUT (Patent
applied for) design, after two years of development, has
resuited in 2 er amplifier which dispenses with the
output transformer, yet has an output impedance of
only 0.2 ohm! Distortion is low at about 0.05%, and
because there is no output transformer the bandwidth
is very wide with no loss of :ower or increase in
distortion. The result is astonishingly clear and natural
sound. Two versions hand made to order, the SIS
iving |5w per channet stereo, the M50, 50w mono.
lack or colour finish.

WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main Street, Broughton
Asd?. Leicester LE9 6RO. Tel. (01455) 286603 Fax.
(01455) 286605. “Extensive range of Drive Units and
over 30 different designs of self-assembly kit. Drive
units include those from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax, Seas,
Peerless, Scanspeak and Morel. Everything required for
the loudspeaker Builder, and facilities to listen to the
kits in built up form.”

SERVICES & COMSVLTANTS
R. |. FLETCHER AUDIO VISUAL. Tel: 01209

612260 Fax: 01209 710777. AK.G., Audio Innovations,
,}udlo Analysis, Atacama, Audio Mech, Audionote,

Ringmat Developments unveiled its latest product -
STATMAT - claiming Ic to bring the biggest advance in
CD sound regroduction since compact discs were
introduced in 1983

SHEARNE AUDI0 P O BOX 22, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953.
Following the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated, by
adding the Phase 3 power amplifier and bi-amping,
Shearne Audio are continuing the design ghllosophy
of an upgradable system through the range.
Introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical,
specialised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase
2 or 3 or both to upgrade their systems to highly
spacialised levels, also the introduction of the Phase
, 100 watt Monoblock. These alon’ with the phase 6
re-amplifier can be used via Phono inputs or
alanced mode giving even greater versatility.

SONIC LINK The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke
Street,Darby. DEI 2BU Tel: 01332 361390. Fax:
01332 298836, “Makes the World's Finest Hi-Fi Cable
From the Highest Quality Materials” SonicLink
BLACK RHODIUM interconnect uses Rhodium plated
wire, VERMILION uses pure Titanium wire. S-GOLD
mains cable improves the picture qualltr in TVs,
computer monitors and home cinema as well as sound

q Audio Technica, Beyer, Cable Talk, Denon,
Foundation, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Impulse, |BL,
LPW. Klipsh, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical
idelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Ortofon, Precption,
Project, QED. S.D. Acoustics, SME, Sonic Link,
Soundstyle, Sugden, Target,TDL, Teac, Triangle.
Trichord, Vivanco.

SYYLE

MUSONIC UK LTD Specialist manufacturer &
supplier of replacement & original styli for more than
40 years. Over 600 typas stocked with many obsolete -
78 versions available. Also pick - up cartridges,
tare. Cd accessories. Why not trr us
difference!! Trade-Export enquiries welcome.
Tel/Fax/e-mail your requirements to: - Unit |3, Waenta
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford, Herts, WD2
4NL Tet: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355

emall; musonic@compuserve. com

To advertise in
Meet Your Maker
call Amanda on
0171 289 3533
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VIRTUES

by Haden Boardman

arallel-tracking turntables tend to have reputations

as either sinners or saints. Saints? Well, fancy,

imported exotica complete with air bearings and
noisy air pumps from the good old US of A are considered
by some the height of tone-arm taste, and in England, both
Pink Triangle and Nottingham Analogue have had goes at
parallel trackers which roll on ball races. Opus Three
make one too, and, as Saints go, that’s about it.

Sinners; ahh, now that is easier - just about every
Japanese maker under the sun. Big culprits were Aiwa and
Technics’ cheaper offerings, and then there were the
bizarre Mitsubishi and Sharp ‘vertical’ players. The Sharp
VZ3000 even had a separate needle for each side of the
record, so you didn’t have to turn it over! These were
definitely lo-fi, but highly amusing to watch in action.

The first commercially-available parallel-tracking tone-
arm was an American design which ran off a 9volt battery.
The Rabco was not actually as bad as it looked - it was
certainly better than a Rega RB300, bhut it was
temperamental, and just a little Heath Robinson in its
modus operandi. But the deck that really made an impact,

HI-FI WORLD

the brute that influenced a generation of designers, was
Bang and Olufsen’s Beogram 4000.

If it wasn't for the smoked lid and teak surround of this
1973 veteran, you would never think it vintage, so fresh
are the lines. No conventional switches sprout from the
deck - everything is operated by light-touch ‘panels’.

Switch the deck on, the motor starts automatically and
the twin arms track across towards the record. The first
‘arm’ contains a lamp and a light-sensor for detecting the
size of record and setting the speed to
33rpm or 45rpm. When the record
has finished, the arm returns to
its rest and the deck turns
itself off. There’s manual
override to cater for 12in.
45rpm singles (or 7in.
33.3rpm long-plays), electronic
pitch control (which lights up to
show the auto-selected speed), an
under-platter stroboscope, and a rule,
for accurate manual cueing. The arm is never
touched by human hand - a large, four-way "plate’ cues
and moves it left or right. Everything is controlled by
electronics, quile a feat by the standards of the time.

The '4000 uses a superbly-

finished main bearing.
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LLISTEN INN Of NORTHAMPTON
Invite you to listen to
THE BRITISH COLLECTION

Choose British Hi-Fi and you’ll enjoy a quality of sound that’s the envy of the hi-fi world.
You’ll also learn that leading British manufacturers offer you cost effective routes to expanding
your system incrementally; up-grading through truly synergistic and evolutionary ‘building
blocks’ or by up-dating mamy ‘future ready’ components with low cost modifications.

IMPORTANT HI-FI MANUFACTURERS

RECENT INTRODUCTIONS FROM SOME OF THE NATION'S MOST

NAIM LINN REGA CASTLE ARCAM MYRYAD EPOS
CD-Xx CLASSIK PLANET SEVERN ALPHA 8SE MT100
ES 12
€D PLAYER INTEGRATED €P PLAYER MK 11 CD PLAYER TUNER
CpR/AmMP ES 22
INTRO & " Luna NEW
. INNTO L e g M ALPHA 9 MCD 500 ES 30
PHONO STAGE €D PLAYER CD PLAYER
SPEAKERS MIRA

AMPLUIFIEIR

LISTEN INN 32 GOLD STREET NORTHAMPTON TEL: (01604) 637871

As part of an independent group of genuine ‘enthusiast’ hi-fi retailers, Listen Inn of Northampton

focusses attention on the world renowned quality, value and traditions of superior British hi-fi

LISTEN INN - NORTHAMPTON KJ WEST ONE - LONDON THE HI-FI COMPANY - PETERBOROUGH THE TRADING STATION - PETERBOROUGH



The look and style of this beast have always knocked
me for six - | have to admit to being a closet B&O nut-
case. The unit was designed by the Dane Jakob jensen
(born 1926), who joined B&O's team in 1968 with
responsibility for all the product lines. One of his first
hits was the fabulous Beolit portable radio set
(these change hands for anything up to about
£100), with very influential 'slide rule’ tuning
and a wide variety of quite cool colours.
This ’slide rule’ was copied en masse by
other manufacturers, and B&O used it
themselves on every other product
they could not give complete ‘soft-
touch’ electronic control to.

The "4000 has not got a single
screw or nut showing on top. To gain access to the deck’s
innards, a screwdriver has to be inserted into the base and
a couple of screws loosened. This releases the wood trim
and the aluminium panels atop.

Inside, the deck is highly complex - it's a wonder they
fitted everything in. The substantial platter fits flush with
the aluminium top-plate; just the sonically useless plastic
record supports protrude. Contrast this with the
Beogram 1000, the deck which B&O had been making for
a few years up to that point. Technically quite a nice unit,
the 1000 is a simple idler-wheel drive with a superb arm.
Its styling is simple and functional, but with screws
sticking through the top and a simple matt-black finish, it
was never going to win any style awards. . .

The 4000 was a pivotal product for B&O. Everything
that followed was good design above anything else, even,
dare 1 say it, sound quality. Where it’s important though,
the '4000 shines through. The main bearing is of superb
quality, the sub-chassis is die-cast, and as far as | am
aware, this was the world’s first deck to use leaf-spring
suspension. Even the arm’s undercarriage is very
substantial, way better than anything the Japanese followed
it with. Its operation is undetectable and the optical sensor
on the rear of the arm works incredibly well.

B&O have always made their own stunning cartridges.
Based around a magnetic ‘moving cross’ system, they
have similar properties to MCs without the higher mass or
the low output. B&O's last MM cartridges, the MMC
series, are awesome. The top of the range MMCI1 has a
sapphire cantilever, which is sadly let down by a poor
mounting system. Overcome this though and you'll have
one of the finest MM cartridges you can buy.

In terms of sound quality, the '4000 is good but not
great. Surface noise tends to be exaggerated a little, and
those plastic record supports are not much use at doing
what they were intended to do. The whole presentation is
polite and a trifle uninvolving. | suppose, in a way, this is
a little like the operation of the deck - it lacks the usual
human touch needed to lowering the arm onto the record.

There is no question what this deck is about; style. 25
years after its introduction, design critics have hailed it as
a modern masterpiece. | was shocked on a trip to Paris to
find one in a French version of Sir Terrance Conran'’s
Habitat stores with a price tag of S000FF. Still, in Britain a
good, clean example can command £300.

These turntables are generally reliable, but as LEDs
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(Light Emitting Diodes) were not common at the time, the
arm relies on miniature incandescent buibs for record
sensing. This inevitably creates some minor long-term
problems. Any deck moved violently without first securing
its transit screw will probably have to have its arm carriage
re-aligned, which is a pig of a job.

Not many service agents will look at B&O components
- they’re not very conventional and scare a lot of
engineers. In reality, they're actually very straight forward
apd dependable. The example in the pictures survived
when its transtormer primaries were accidentally set to
100volts and then fed 240volts. The engineer who took it
in for repair declared it past fixing. However, a diode and
a fuse later found it working perfectly.

But be warned, servicing by B&O dealers is not cheap.
If you want a ‘4000, make sure everything is fine and it
should stay that way. Resurrecting a duff unit is not a
viable proposition, but it might make a fine ornament.

Over the years, B&O have made genuine progress in
high fidelity with ribbon microphones, pick-up cartridges,
tone-arms, open-reel and cassette recorders. Dolby HX
was a major B&O development which has made its way
into nearly every cassette deck on the planet. But their
products are more famous for their style than sound
quality. Ultimately, the Beogram 4000 is an extremely
innovative tumntable, thanks to leaf-spring suspension,
electronic automated control and a reliable parallel-
tracking tone-arm. Sadly, the sound is not as stunning as
the sleek looks, but it never could be. Jakob Jensen’s
masterpiece influenced a vast number of other
manufacturers and marked a turning point for audio
equipmente®

Because of its pre-integrated
circuit vintage, the electronic
controls on the 4000 are bulky

and complex.

The Beogram 1000 might not
share the looks of its sleeker
sibling, but it made up for it

with decent sound quality.

“ DR
etirs fare WSS
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e may be a nation of shop-
keepers as Napoleon once
noted, but this hasn’t

prevented us from becoming very
sceptical consumers quite happy to go to
some length to get exactly what we want
for our hard-earned cash. These days we
no longer seem content with what we're
offered straight off the shelf.

You only have to look at the
proliferation of Do-it-Yourself and
furnishing stores, plus the barrage of
home-improvement television
programmes, to see how things have
changed around the house especially.
And these days, upgrading your car’s hi-fi
or fitting some alloy wheels to it will
hardly cause a stir amongst polite
company.

What we've seen is tweaking and
modification move more towards the
mainstream and general acceptance in a
wide range of areas. This is borne out

alone, despite having the resources and
talent to manufacture hi-fi separates as
they once did.

The appeal and potential of the add-
on market has been recognised by the
likes of Musical Fidelity too. They have a
complete series of components aimed at
the higher end of the accessory market,
right down to a stand-alone tone-control
unit. Despite the launch of the X Series
over two years ago, other manufacturers
haven’t exactly been tripping over
themselves to follow suit. Perhaps this is
another area where the majority of
companies will take time to cotton on to
its potential.

Of course the term ‘accessory’ also
encompasses maintenance goodies.
Along with cables and stands, there
appears to be a rise in demand for CD
player lens cleaners and system
demagnetisers.

The idea of system maintenance may

“Since football fever has

mercifully passed the Todd household by,

| decided to turn my attention

to the hi-fi.”

particularly clearly within the microcosm
of hi-fi.

As little as 15 to 20 years ago there
was derision heaped upon the idea that
non-standard, non-bell-wire
interconnects and loudspeaker cables
could actually make a real difference to
the sound of a system. Now the
importance of both is as good as
engraved on stone tablets, and it’s really
only the odd die-hard who would say
otherwise.

What's more, there seems to be a
hunger for other tweaky hi-fi products
too, although buyers tend to steer ciear of
pricey, dubious fads and go for the more
practical purchases instead. Over the past
10 years, the popularity of accessories
such as loudspeaker stands, banana plugs
and spike kits has grown enormously. In
fact, so great is the demand for these
items that there are companies such as
QED who thrive upon selling accessories
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seem rather tedious and dreary compared
to the instant buzz of an effective
equipment upgrade, especially when
there are long summer evenings to be
enjoyed, but it's one that makes a lot of
sense. After all, you'd hardly buy a
decent car and then expect it to run
faultlessly for years without a service, so
why should hi-fi be any different? And all
it takes is half an hour every six months
or so.

| was recently reminded just what a
difference to sound quality a quick once-
over can make in the context of my own
hi-fi system. One drizzly day towards the
beginning of the summer spelt a
cancelled barbecue and an afternoon
with time on my hands. Since football
fever has mercifully passed the Todd
household by, | decided to turn my
attention to the hi-fi - it had been
sounding uncharacteristically off-colour
of late.

Dominic Todd

An hour’s elbow grease of busy
buffing and fiddling later and the
differences were quite startling. There
were noticeably more detail in the treble,
greater sound stage front-to-back
perspectives and cleaner, crisper
transients. All this came from the simplest
of maintenance routines; ‘speaker cables
were cut back to reveal fresh,
untarnished wire, and phono plugs and
sockets were cleaned and polished, as
were the mains plugs.

Then | turned my attention to the CD
laser lens, cassette heads and stylus
before demagnetising the whole system
with a simple Compact Disc designed
specifically for the job. Spikes were
tightened on supports, as were the Allen
bolts holding on the loudspeakers’ bass
units (it can be quite disconcerting to see
just how loose they become over the
months).

My hard-working Xerxes turntable was
re-levelled as gravity had taken a shine
more to one side than the other, and the
belt cleaned with distilled water and
white spirit. The cartridge was also re-
aligned in the headshell and its tags
polished to a high shine. With the
exception of spinning through the system-
demagnetiser disc, the whole exercise
cost a matter of pence and took no longer
than 30 minutes.

The moral of this story is that, no
matter how much you’ve spent on your
system’s individual components, a little
tender, loving care now and again really
can work wonders. And for those feeling
a little more financially flush and
adventurous, the odd accessory can be
fun and might just boost your system to
the level of a compelling listen. Still
cynical? Give it a go - after all, you can
trust me, I'm a shopkeeper!
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AVI POSITRON REVEALING, DYNAMIC, BREATHTAKING
CYMBOL (A1 A TRUE VINYL AMPLIFIER
JAMO UNSURPASSED DANISH MONITORS
J MLAB FRENCH LOUDSPEAKERS
JOHN SHEARNE TRULY PERSONAL AMPLIFIERS
LUNLEY PROMENADE LOUDSPEAKERS UNDER PRICED
MARANTI CDT7K] SIGNATURE CRISP AKD DETAILED
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A200 A CLASS OF THEIR OWN
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC 50 SMOOTH
RESTEK AMPLIFICATION A MUST, TRULY INCREDIBLE
SONNETEER ALABASTER RICH AND ERVOLVING
SONNETEER BYRON (D HEAVEN
TEAC T1 TRANSPORT THE OLD FAITHEUL STILL A BARGAIN
TUBE TECHROLOGY GLOWING VALVES
TRICHORD REVELATION (D UNREAL
EX DEM & P/X BARGAINS

L[}) now
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE109 SPEAKERS ~~ SH €350 (€195
ARCAM ALPHA 8 AMPLIFIER _SH £360  £185
ARCAMALPHABP ~ POWERAMPLIFIER ~  SH €250 €159
AUDIO ALCHEMYDACIB ~ DAC o SH 250 £109
MDIOLAB 8000C ~ PREAMPLIER XD €580 €319
BLW DM602 _ SPEAKERS SH €300 £185
CASTLEISIS ~ SPEAKERS ~ SH €250 €179
CYRUS 2 i AMPUFIER S £35%0  £135
CYRUS PSX _ POWERSUPPLY  SH €300 €135
DENON DRM650S CASSETTEDECK XD €230 (€149
DENON DRM780 _ CASSETTE DECK _Xp 019 £
HEYBROOKOPTIMA ~ SPEAKERS XD €259  £199
MICROMEGASTAGE! ~ (DPLAYER ~ SH €500 €250
MICROMEGA STAGES CDPLAYER ~~ SH €750 €375
MICROMEGASTAGES ~ CDPLAYER XD €750 (499
MISSION 753F PRIMA VERA SPEAKERS XD £900 €675
MONITOR AUDIO MONITOR 14 SPEAKERS SRS . I < [ I 11
MONITOR AUDIO MONITOR 3 SPEAKERS _SH €400 €250
MORDAUNT SHORT M$20 SPEAKERS SH £190 €69
PIONEERPDS705 ~ CDPLAYER ~ SH €300 €195
PROAC MINI TOWER __ SPEAKERS B | N 1 T Y111
PROJECT? ~ AMPLIER SH €260 €149
QuaptoL  SPEAKERS 0 XD €600  £369
Quap7?  AMPUHER XD £850  £569
QuAD 77 BUS CD PLAYER X0 £700  £469
DT __ POWERAMPLIFIER XD £600 £449
QuAD7? PREAMPLIFIER XD £850 €569
QuAD 77 TUNER _ X0 £700 £469
RELSTORM  SUB WOORER X £695 £449
RUARK TEMPLAR SPEAKERS S £eB0  £195
TEAC ABX10 _ AMPLIFIER XD £999 £699
TEACABX7  AMPUHER Xp £700 £499
TEAC P30 (D TRANSPORT SH £2500  £1395

EOE - VALID ENTIL AT LEAST END OF ABGEST

ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, ARCAM, AV, BEVER, CABLETALK, CELESTION, CYMBOL, DENON, ELECTROCOMPANIET,
WARMAN KARDON, HEYBROOK, JBL, JM LAB, JONM SHEARNE, KENWOOD, LUMLEY, MARANTI, MICHELL,
MICROMEGA, MISSION, MONARCHY, MORDAUNT SHORT, NAD, PINK TRIANGLE, PIONEER, PRECIOUS METALS,
PROJECT, QED, REL, RESTEK, ROTEL, SEMNNEISER, SONICLINK, SONNETEER, SONY, TANNOY, TDL, TEAC,
TECANICS, THORENS, TRICHORD, TUBE TECHNOLGY, VAN DEN NUL, YAMAHA

UK MAIL ORDER CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DESPATCH
%0181 342 2333 FAX 0181 367 6866
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER CALL NOW ON
= +44(0)181 342 2333
"~ VISIT ORR STORE - 7 GENOTIN ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, EN1 204 - & 0181342 2333

If you've spent the winter
frying to warm your digits,
here's analogue for the fire

-
orfofon

MC13 |
sUper

01491 834 700

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED

University Audio

SALE OF SURPLUS
EX DEM STOCK
Electronics Loudspeakers

AV| S2000 DAC 449.00 Boston 350 119.00
AVI S2000MI int. Amp 748.00 Boston Centerstat 7 135.00
AV S2000MM Monoblocks with Boston CR6 95.00
AVI S2000MP Phono Pre-Amp 1499.00 Boston CR7 135.00
Lian Kairm PreAmp (Line) 949.00 Boston CRX 135.00
Linn Kairm Pro (Phono) Pre-Amp*190.00 Boston Micro 80 Center 118.00
Linn LK 100 Amp 449.00 Boston Micro 90X 125.00
Linn LK Direktor Room Amp 439.00 Boston VR500 399.00
Linn Majik Amp (Line} 449.00 Boston VRS Micro 115.00
Mission Cymus AV Master 399.00 Jamo 28 75.00
Mission Cyrus Discmaster 950.00 Jamo Center 18 115.00
Mission CYRUS llli Amp 399.00 Jamo Sw400 159.00
Mission Cysus XPA Pwr. Supp:y 189.00 Linn Kaber Activ (BIk) 1795.00
Myryad MA100/M? 100 Pre/Pwr 749.00 Linn Sekr# (In-Wall) 185.00
Quad 707 Pwr Amp (Carbon) 5989.00 Linn Kelit Activ (Cherry) 2950.00
Quad77CD Bus (Carbon) 525.00 Mission 751 R'W 249.00
Quad 77 Int Amp (Carbon) 525.00 Mission 753 R'W 589.00
Quad 77 Int Amp (Nextel) 525.00 Mission 754f (Oak) 845.00
Quad 77 Pra Amp (Carbon) 625.00 Mission 75 AS (Blk or R/W) 399.00
Quad 77 Pwr Amg (Carbon) 499.00 Mission 75C (Blk or R/W) 199.00
Quad 77 Tuner (Carbon) 525.00 Monitor Audio Sub-Woofer 439.00
Rotel RHC10 Pre Amp 450.00 Rogers LS3/5a (Blk) 419.100
Yamaha DSPA 2070 799.00
Yamaha DSPA 3030 1199.00 Miscellaneous
Yamaha DSPA 990 599.00
Yamaha DSPE 1000 499.00 Cyrus Hark Rack & Base 199.00
Yamaha DSPE 580 299.00 L.nn Ekos Tonearm 599.00
Meridian 565 Sur Pracessor 1395.00

FOR FULL DETAILS

PLEASE CONTACT
[-2 PEAS HILL CAMBRIDGE
CB2 3PP

01223 354237
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MARTIN LOGAN

AWf)rld of Superior Hi-Fi
Awaits You at KJ West One

If you’re serious about your sound system, we
hope you'll want to call into KJ West One.

.

Here, you’ll meet genuine enthusiasts, music
lovers, and record collectors who, between us, enjoy |

every aspect of music reproduction.
B RE OF THE ART SOUNDS_____
And, as you might expect, even from the few

products featured in this advertisement, the sounds

you’ll hear will be rather special.

OUTSTANDING PRODUCT RANGE

" More than simple A-B comparisons. you will be able

to consider the subtle national ‘qccents’ of the
world’s finest components, carefully set up
in any configuration for you to audition.
AL ORDER seRvicEs
If it’s inconvenient to call in, please write to us.
We respond to all enquiries with care and in great
detail. Home demonstrations, expert installation
and part-exchanges can also be handled this way.
And what about this? Now you can enjoy
your new hi-fi equipment from KJ West One,
for a full twelve months, before deciding how

you’d like to pay - so why wait any longer?

26 New Cavendish Street

S
L r 1Cw [t
( l . r_l| London W1M 7LH
. _’ r ;elz 0171 486 8262/3
L =] ax: 0171 487 3452
APPOIN X
TED BY THE WORLD’S FINEST HI-FI MANUFACTURERS
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XTC
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Dominic Todd discovers hope on a budget for the vinyl-inclined in NAD'’s £40 PP1 phono stage.

never” sprung to mind when |

first heard about NAD's new
phono stage. You see, they’ve been
making a budget amplifier, the 310,
for over four years now which isn’t
so equipped. Up to now, anyone
wanting both an NAD amp and
turntable source has had to look to
the company’s £80 more expensive
312 integrated, or towards a phono
stage from another manufacturer.

The thing is NAD aren’t alane in

not offering phono stages on amps. It
has now got to the stage where more
don’t than do under the £130 mark.
Never one to miss an opportunity,
QED brought out the £35 Discsaver
to plug this gap in the market. Now
NAD are having a go too with the
similarly-priced PP1.

'T he phrase "better late than

S 6 13 S

The PP1 comes housed in a dinky
metal case complete with gold-
plated phono sockets rather than the
shiny plastic affair used by QED. The
captive output lead is of fair quality
but doesn’t give you the option of
experimenting with different
interconnects. Neither will the NAD
run on batteries, so there are a
cauple of points the QED still has in
its favour. Lifting the lid doesn’t
reveal any overtly audiophile
camponents, but then the design is
as good as a decent phono stage
fitted to an integrated amp of
between £200-£300.

< »
With an Audio Technica AT-110E
fitted to my Artemiz arm, | plied the
NAD with James Taylor Quartet’s
'Stepping Into My Life’. It was a relief
to find the PP1 didn't fall into the trap
of sounding harsh and anaemic as
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some phono stages

can. Instead there was a broad sound
stage with good depth and no real
sonic nasties. The bass was a little
soft, which could slow the music
down if the PP1 was feeding a warm
amplifier, but with anything more
neutral or lean sounding, this would
prove more of a benefit than a
hindrance. Vocals also received the
kid-glove treatment, fine projection
never overstepping the line to
become in-your-face.

The NAD proved similarly vice-
free with Suzanne Vega’s ‘Calypso’ as
well. Her vocals lacked the unnatural
sibilance common in lesser stages and
were accompanied by a decent
amount of detail. Granted you
wouldn’t expect to find razor-sharp
insight from a phono stage for just
four tenners, but percussion had
separation, accuracy of timbre and
decay which would come as real eye-
openers to those more accustomed to
low-cost CD players. One weak pomt
though was the ‘attack’ when drums
kicked in - it lacked the requisite
edge-of-the-seat snap and impact.

NAD equipment has always
seemed to favour Rock, Pop and Jazz

music over Classical and, to a degree,
the PP1 maintains this tradition. With
Schubert’s Symphony No8 it had a
winning smoothness but strings in
particular were slightly glossed over -
they lost out on sparkle and vivacity.
QED’s Discsaver injected a little
more life and enthusiasm into the
proceedings, despite sounding rather
edgy at times.

The baby NAD was happier with
lan Shaw’s 'This Can’t Be Love’. The
incredibly articulate vocals weren't
stifled, the NAD faithfully
reproducing the speed and dexterity
of the upper registers. And far from
spoiling the piece, the PP1’s warmth
actually heightened its atmosphere.

For only £40 the NAD PP1 is
something of a bargain, It's
unobtrusive and boasts a build which
makes the competition appear flimsy.
For the most part, there’s very little to
complain about in terms of sound
quality either - it's smooth and even,
with a broad sound stage offering fine
separation. It will turn its hand to
most music too, although the bass
could be more controlled and open.
But at this price, | think it would be
churlish to complains
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an accomplished

Slowish bass suits
' leaner systems




KITS HAVE NEVER

K5881 Mkll VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

A 20watt Class A power amplifier that uses reliable
Russian 5881 output valves, a military version of the

American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio work.

Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull (SRPP)
input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be
used with a simple passive pre-amp or one of our own
and it

pre-amplifiers,
loudspeakers well.

This is a specialised 28watt amplitier based on the
highly linear 300B triode valve. Our 3008 runs in
Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and
neutral sounds possible today. Matched with good

loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are
included in the kit, except valves since different

300B makes are available.

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 uses extremely light and stiff carbon-fibre
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive
unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection.
Its high 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8ohm
impedance make it one of the easiest
loudspeakers to drive. An ideal loudspeaker

for high-end valve amplifiers.
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc
Drive Unit Pack

£350
£230

matches

modern

Mkl with SRPP
input stage!

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
LOUDSPEAKER

A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned
reflex loading for good bass, plus light and fast
carbon-fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc
Drive Unit Pack

£230
£120

KLS7 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE DRIVER
FLOORSTANDER

Compact and affordable two way reflex
loudspeaker. KLS7’s slim dimensions make it
easy fo accommodate, but it uses top quality

K588 1PSE VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

An audiophile parallel single ended valve amplifier
at an affordable price. K5881PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound

quality and design available to everyone. Can be
easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

carbon-fibre drivers, so performance isn't
compromised. An audiophile bargain.
Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc

Drive Unit Pack

£195
£110

KLS8 TWO WAY HIGH SENSITIVITY
With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs very
litle power. Its 10in. professional bass driver
and horn loaded tweeter give it a BIG sound.
Ideal for low power amplifiers. Provides high
level fistening without fatigue!
Drive Unit & Crossover kit et
Drive Unit Pack

£260
£175



BEEN SO GOOD!

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO PREAMPLIFIER

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an

elegant cathode follower line drive circuit to |

give a sound of remarkable clarity and detail.
The components are all high quality and
include Alps volume control, Soviek valves,
siver plated wire etc. With a gain off x1, it
matches our sensitive power amplifiers.
Beautifully built, with solid machined alloy

fascia and gold anodised knobs, it looks
compact and elegant in the home.

KLPP1 has five line inputs a tape input
with monitor, and a unique low noise
valve MM/MC phono stage. There is
a switchable subsonic filter to prevent
output transformers of valve amplifiers
saturating. The line stage has gain, so
it will drive any power amplifier.
Audio grade components are used
and many parts are custom made for
highest quality. KLPP1 has a super
sweet and detailed
through line and phono inputs.

clear sound,

=, -

'

UPGRADE

KITS
K5881 Mkll £35
Upgrade your pre
November 1996
K5881 omphfler to
MKII status for just
£35. Includes new
7025 double trlode
input stage in place

of the original EF86

pentode
KLS3 Gold

NEW! LOW LOW
PRICE £330

Upgrade your KLS3s
to Gold status.
Includes latest oval
gold dome piezo
tweeter oncf all
components.

NEW LOW PRICE!

vdax HP-3P Gold dome
piezo-electric tweeter

Beginners - Go for this one and blow your mind!!

KLS9 TWO WAY FLOORSTANDER

Here's a storm for you -

KLS9, with its BB4

alignment bass cabinet and Audax High
Definition Aerogel 8in bass/midrange unit.
Designed by Noel Keywood to possess
optimal bass damping and a clean step
response. Aided by a teensy bit of bass lift,

KLS9 really thunders; it will re-arrange your
furniture. But it does not waffle, falling silent
when there’s no bass in the music.

Aided by a high power 1in fabric
dome tweeter, KLS? is detailed, evenly
balanced and images superbly. It is an easy
120hm load and is 88dB sensitive. For
amps up to 60W. Easy to build and great
for beginners. 93cms high.

Drive units, crossover parts, wool,etc
£230

Drive unit pack 2 rE0

KLS3 Gold Mk Il ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY
LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of
Audax’s innovative oval gold dome
piezo electric tweeter, giving it the
sweetest and most extended treble.
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone
midrange driver for neutral and
clear reproduction, and a powerful
8in. bass driver for sLperb depth,
this is our fop-of-the-lne reference
‘speaker.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £575
Drive Unit Pack £450




-..One of the bhest valve amps we've heard....

A fantastically atmospheric, detailed and involving ,
@

presentation.......

dli® amrLFiEDs

The Vadis direct output stage achieves
the required low output impedance without
a matching transformer, using readily
available valves, and giving a very wide
bandwidth with low distortion at full power.
The clarity and accuracy of reproduction is
exceptional, with a lifelike sound stage
clearly defined both spatially and musically.
Each amplifier is hand built to order, and
fully tested before delivery. In addition to
traditional black, alternative colour finishes
are available on request.

% July 1998

Kirkland, 32 Head Street, Beith, Ayrshire KA15 2EU. Tel: 01505 504128

@ Jon Marks Hi-Fi World



WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS
CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS.

: ORDER FORM :
! Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX ]
| Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 1
! 240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated. ]
! IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX i
' WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. |
I |
| DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTyY UK OVERSEAS |
: {inc.VAT and P&P) (exc.VAT and P&P) :
: AMPLIFIER KITS :
1 NEW K5881 Mkll 20W push-pull valve amplifier ...... K5881-K240/120 .....cccceovvvvireieene L D, £395 miiek v w e £350 ]
) NEW K5881 MKII BUIlt ........ooovooeeeeeeceeeeeeeeen K5881-B240/120......cevvvvvieeieeee D, £595 ... ... .. £550 i
| K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120........coevvvvie i £650 ........ £555 )
1 KBBB1PSE BUIlt........coovoviiiiieiiieee e K5881PSE-B240/120............ocooco Do, £850 . ....... £725
1 300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120 ... L £850 . ... ... £725 '
1 300B BUilt ..o 300B-B240/120 ..o L S50 bA S £950 !
| KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ... KLP1-K240/120 .....oovvvnieiiiiiicienn L Je £345 ... .. ... £295 |
VKLPT BUIlt KLP1-B240/120 ..o s €545 .. ... ... £465 !
I KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier ... KLPP1-K240/120 .....ccvvviieeeei £495 .. ... ... £425 !
VKLPPT BUI. e, KLPP1-B240/120 .....cooooviviviiievii Do £695 ... ... .. £595 |
; LOUDSPEAKER KITS 3
) KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker !
1 Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ........cocoeeeinn. T N O e P NN I pnssmmu——————~ 350 w19 - e £300 ]
L DIVE UNIS ... KLSBD oo e, £230 ... ... £200 |
{ NEW KLS3 Gold Mk Il 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker with pieza tweeter '
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit €€ ............c.coeeiveinenne KLS3-C oo e €575 ... ... .. £500 1
1DFVE UNIS .. KLS3-D oo e i LA50mE=e:. re'é £392 1
| KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker i
) Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc ... KLS4-C ..o e i £230 .. 500men £200 :
I DRIVE WIS coscsscses ... sovssmns - ssmssmsse. sy oo oo s s KLS4-D ....ooovvvinierieniienvevcsnenniees b o £120 . ....... £105 :
| KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker |
' Drive Units + Crossover kit et ..............cooccoil (IS O ———— S I [P RRS————— €195 ........ £170 '
1Drive UNItS. ..o [ 7] D) —————————————ey g o) IR |- Smnm——— E110msarmsas £95 ]
1 KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker |
} Drive Units + Crossover Kit €t ...........c.cccoeeerereenn.n. S T A [SPAMasSE———— £260 cerapp:c £225 )
} DIVE UNIS....ovocvoici s KLS8-D ..o L i, £175 .. ... ... £150 |
| NEW KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker !
| Drive Units + Crossover Kit 1C ............cooooeeniiinnns KLS9-C ..ovoieeieieeeeeereeeeeeeee Lo £230 ........ £200 |
EDrve UNitS.....cvvieeiieeiciieci e KUESG;D Jwmm..., sevmmm— ] semommmmmomi bt o7, £160 .. 0w in £140 1
. 1
; AUDAX DRIVE UNITS :
d Carriage and packing please add £6.00 forone unit or a tweeter pair otherwise add £15.00 for 2-6 units 1
| High Definition Aerogel Drivers d
1 inch midrange, 93dB ... HM100ZO0 ..o e ., €35 . ... . .. £30 !
| 4inch midrange, 92dB .........c.ocoeiiiiiiii VI EI0TA@) = T SR R I PSS e SA7TIE. . . £40 |
: 6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB............ocoiivviiiiiiiiieeeee IV 74074008 T B8 % o T e ] 1 iy sl T8 & o o (RN £45 |
18inch bass, 91dB .......cooooiiiiiice e 0 e e o N | S5y - T s S0 o | £55 1
1 10iNCh bass, 90AB ..........cc.oocoivrerieeserrsessereeeeeeereeeen P R24OZ )" soovmmrnetvesmmmomsstommmmmassc:: I (SRS S it o | A £65 i
| Carbon Fibre Drivers l
| 4inch midrange, 90dB ...........covviiirieeieee e FINMHISOCON B Ml 0. o) (5 0] eroronBbomopvs. - £41 ... 4 .. .. £35 |
1 6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB..............oocooeiiiiiiiee RNV O @0 roommerrs s - A | e e TR o o A £47 ... . | .. .. £40 i
| 8inchlbaSSSOABES RIS AL .S 5 oo FIM211 Q€ 055 dovemts s srovamtmdrhoesbouas I P e & S (31515 o ol et | NN £50 i
| Paper Cone Drivers i
| 10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ... PR 2 QN 0]t -5 5 oo« errt¥r 78 L ottt e S SOV e - v - £55 :
| 13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ... [RIEFIIONID),, o s e I e ey £147 ... | .. . £125 :
: Fabric Dome Tweeters :
1 25mm 92dB for 2 way SYSemMS........cocovvrirvriirnns TIWO25MO) R € sowwsirsommeseowmsrived. D P PR LA S 215 de. | N £13 !
1 25mm 92dB for 3 way Systems...........ccooeeveinneennnn, RTIVY QLS [ e mesepetmmictg v oo, LI o g e £16 ... .| .... £14 i
1 25mm horn loaded 97dB..........coccooviiiereeieeieeeenn. B[ 2 5 TTR R0 s 0 ¥ st I (N e — D250 b s - - £21 i
| 34mm 93dB - powerful SOUNd...........cccocvovveirreene. TWOBAX0 ..o I £26 .....0. .. .. £22 |
| Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... HD-3P ..o, N P S Now.g130 ... | . .10 !
i_ ) (Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). ] i
i NAME: - | enclose (fheque(pqstal order f?r £ made paya?le to OVERSEAS PRICES

: ADDRESS: World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa. AND DETAILS

| Please debit my account no:

H Please allow for your own local

: import taxes (customs duties)

: and for carriage charges, which

I

| POST CODE:

VISA price. Telephone or Fax for a
1

RY: quote.
PEOLT - _ METHODS OF PAYMENT

: TEL. (DAY): _ Signature: International money order in
| CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) Sterling, Mastercard or Visa.

——— must be added to the overseas
Expiry Date: @
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Haden Boardman meets Chris Fang,
with his vinyl-fronted collection of DIY valve amplifiers.

always find it a great pleasure going over other them out there!
I people’s systems; the diversity of the equipment out | first met Chris Fang when he was studying at
there, and the different bits of kit constructors string Cambridge a few years ago (he is now a busy Junior
together is amazing. | suppose | personally have the Doctor). He had, by that time, built about half a dozen or
greatest respect for the home DIYer, someone who is so amplifier projects, all valve.
prepared to build their own components from the ground
up, without recourse to buying ready-made commercial ON A MISSION
equivalents. This is not to say there’s anything is wrong
with factory-assembled gear. | just feel a lot of Chris first became interested in audio in his early teens,
enthusiasts miss out on the pleasure of ‘rolling their but pocket money when at school doesn’t quite stretch
own’. My own personal biases push me towards those quite as far as buying hi-fi. Interest was lost until Chris
with analogue and valve tendencies, and there’s a lot of purchased his first system consisting of a Mission CD
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Chris’s home-made push-pull amplifier is built from the ground up and

uses KT66s in its output.

player, Musical Fidelity B1 integrated amplifier and a set
of Mission loudspeakers.

Even when he picked up this system, he was
hankering after valve amplification. His mind had been
set on one of our own Hi-Fi World amps, but his student
budget held him back. Luckily, his father came to the
rescue, and purchased a kit for his 21st birthday; an
Alema Mullard 5-20.

To say the 5-20 was a big impravement on the little
B1 amp would, according to Chris, be a bit of an
understatement. After putting the Alema together, Chris
decided not to return to the fold of bespoke
manufactured equipment, mostly because of the law of
diminishing returns and his limited student spending
power. The only way he could afford expensive valve
equipment was to fabricate everything himself, only
buying in more complex parts like mains and output
transformers.

ONE VALVE OR TWO?

Currently, Chris is lucky enough ta have a choice of
using either Single-Ended or Push-Pull pseudo-triode
amplifiers, with his home made '‘Romulus’ phono pre-
amplifier (constructed from Sound Practices magazine),
Garrard 301 turntable/SME 3009, and one of the few
‘bought’ items, a Maxplank plinth system. His present

Chris’s single-ended amplifier uses the PL569 valves which Vadis rely on in

their $15 OTL power amp.
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loudspeakers are a pair of Lowther Acoustas, complete
with PM7A twin-cone drive units. Chris is very pleased
with the sound, but cannot decide if single-ended is
better than push-pull.

His SE power amplifier is a well-know design
published a few years back. It uses a PL509 pentode
connected as a screen-grid triode. The advantage of this
arrangement is good linearity. The rest of the circuit
consists of a cascode gain stage connected via a
cathode-follower in a pseudo-direct-coupled manner.

The amplifier does have overall negative feedback,
which produces some of the sonic results Chris does not
like. The amp itself is built on a single chassis in a very
similar layout to the “commercial” version, but Chris’s
one is hewn from solid brass!

The push-pull amplifier uses KT66s in conventional
triode mode (ie, screen grid connected to the anode).
Although this is much more conventional, a KT66 wired
like this has very similar linearity to a true PX25 directly-
heated triode. (For the record, a PX25 is much better
than a 300B, and a PX4 much better than a PX25!)

This design has three stages, starting with an ECC83
input phase-splitter, followed by a push-pull 6SN7 driver
stage and finally the pure Class A output. The amp has

no overall feedback, and produces about 12watts, the
same as the single-ended amp mentioned above. The
power supply is located in a separate case, and looks as
if it might be a little over the top, although ! wasn’t
allowed to peek inside!

When | heard the two amps, the differences were
really quite obvious. The push-pull had much more
weight to its presentation, with extended bass and treble.
In contrast, the single-ended sounded rather compressed.
| feel this is probably an affect of the overall feedback
taken from the secondary of the output transformer on
the SE amp. Where the SE amp turned the tables was in
that traditional strongpoint of the midrange, which had
better clarity than the PP amp, but not by much. Overall,
I can see why Chris has both amps. If | had to choose
though, | would plump for his push-pull.

Unfortunately, woodworm
was as fond of the Lowther

Acoustas as Chris himself!
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The Garrard 301 motor
unit in its Bastin plinth
heads up this ‘valves

and vinyl’ system.

TRANSDUCER TREATMENT

Incidentally, Chris stuck with the little Mission ‘speakers
for some time. Pressures of student accommodation and
grants meant he wasn’t in a position to upgrade those
little beasties. He also claims he’s not much of a dab
hand at woodwork and didn’t fancy having a bash at DIY
loudspeakers. However, | happen know that one of
Chris’s other DIY activities is constructing his own
violins, which sounds slightly fiddlier (no pun intended)
than ‘speaker cabinets.

After reading an article in Sound Practices about
Lowther loudspeakers, the decision was made to try and
purchase a set. After the baby Missions he had been
using, Chris equated the difference to what he’d heard
when he switched from transistors to valves; larger
dynamics, clearer overall sound.

Lowther ownership is not without its foibles - an
accident saw the delicate surrounds damaged. These can
be very temperamental loudspeakers, as the tiny voice-
coil gap cannot stand any of the cone mis-alignment that
would be caused by damage to the surround material.
The cost of repairing the units was high, so Chris
upgraded from PMés to PM7s instead.

INVASION OF THE SPEAKER-EATERS!

Another nightmare was the discovery of live woodworm
in one of the cabinets! Fortunately the little beasts had
not migrated from the Lowthers’ woodwork, and the
damage to them was very slight, if costly to correct.

At the front of his system, Chris used an old Mission
CD player until he came across his Garrard 301 going for
a song in the classifieds. This was duly serviced and
brought up to as-new specification by Garrard Guru
Martin Bastin. An old SME 3009 tone-arm was then
added, and he scraped enough cash together to buy the
best Maxplank plinth system. The whole turntable system
(301/SME/Ortofon MC15) has convinced Chris of the
superiority of vinyl - he wastes no time in declaring his
absolute and total preference for vinyl over digital
material.
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As Chris has discovered, valve phono stages tend to be extremely difficult

to get right.
NEEDLEWORK

The most difficult item Chris built was the phono pre-
amplifier. He found it much harder to construct this than
any of the power amplifiers he has built, and you get the
impression he’s still not 100% happy with it. Having said
that, his next project (a single-ended, directly-heated
triode with inter-stage transformer) is already heading for
the drawing board. This sort of thing is not cheap though
- quality inter-stage units carry scary price tags - and
Chris has declared his intent to put together the ‘ultimate’
amp, with the best transformers he can get hold of. With
his push-pull KT66 design, he admits the transformers
weren’t the best he could have obtained, but the best he
could afford.

LOOKING EASTWARDS

The inspiration for his latest design comes from reading a
pile of Japanese journals, such as MJ Stereo Sound. He
feels drawn to the simpler circuits, and with the mega-
efficient Lowthers, only needs one or two watts to
achieve decent listening levels.

Chris’s music tastes are very much Classical and
Fifties/Sixties Blue Note and Verve Jazz pressings. | asked
him to narrow his Classical choice down a bit, and got
the reply, “anything on vinyl”. Well, you can’t argue with
that!

The innards of Chris’s amps show just how much planning and effort goes

into hard-wiring your own designs.
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THE BEST OF DAVID BOWIE 1974/1979

Best Of David Bowie
1974/1979

EMI 7243 49430020

1974 through to 1979 perhaps
represented the most prolific
and experimental period of
David Bowie’s career, a time
when he had forsaken his
Glam heights and killed off
Ziggy Stardust well before the
folly of the Glass Spider epoch.

Bowie was a changeling
who delighted and disgusted
the rapt media in equal
measure with his
pronouncements of bisexuality
and fascist salutes at main-line
stations. His music of the time,
not incongruously, touched
such extremes too, reflecting
the personalities which he had
become in the process. The
mutation from the fey, white
Soul singer (aka the Thin White
Duke) to the sombre, German
proto-Punk happened in the
space of four short years.

It was patently a confusing
time to be one David Jones.
1974 saw him embark
zealously on his "Soul’
persona, taking in the Philly
sound of Gamble and Huff
and the services of then-
unknowns David Sanborn,
Chaka Khan and Luther
Vandross (a roster of
luminaries if there ever was
one). ‘Young Americans’, ‘Can
You Hear Me' and "Golden
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Years' proved the most
workable songs, while his
version of Eddie Floyd’s
classic, '’Knock On Wood'’ only
rubbishes his supposed R 'n’ B
roots.

By the time his followers
had ditched their Glam stacks
and turned to Soul, our artful
friend had already decamped
to Berlin to sample the delights
of schnapps, wurst and
electronic Krautrock.

The experimental tracks
laid down between 1976-78
represent Bowie at his seminal
best. This is not to dismiss the
Iggy Pop albums he produced
at the time, The Idiot and Lust
For Life, but alongside ‘oblique
strategist’ Eno and various
collaborations with musicians
like Robert Fripp, he created
his own remarkable trilogy of
albums that drew on much of
contemporary German Electro
pioneers, Kraftwerk and Can.

Bookended by the
sweeping ‘Wild Is The Wind’
('76) and the sugary 'Boys
Keep Swinging’ (‘79), the
frontiers he pushed back at the
Hansa studios justified to some
extent the tag ‘The Man Who
Fell To Earth’. Amidst the
majority of instrumentals he
created, the vocal efforts were
classics, sparse, elegiac and
impassioned; take, for
instance, ‘Heroes’ and 'Sound
And Vision’, or the positively
space-age 'The Secret Life Of
Arabia’.

In some ways, by 1978 the
game was over; ‘Boys Keep
Swinging’ marked a return to
the camp Glam-Rock gutter.
As a result, the selection of
tracks here may be a little
uneven for some, but they
perfectly capture all the styles
and personalities ingested by

Music Reviews

by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz

David Bowie at the time, not to
mention certain lines of white
powder.

""I ”ano y i

o shoviase Ltayes

A Thousand Leaves
GED 25203

Over the course of the last 17
years, Sonic Youth have made
albums that have cajoled,
tested and bruised their
listeners. In essence an
Arthouse band who make a
bloody racket, they are one of
the very few to have lain the
foundation for bands like My
Bloody Valentine and Nirvana.
This, their 14th album, paves
the way for a more expansive,
mature, post-baby sound
which plays as much with free-
form Jazz as with their
customary discordant Rock
musings.

Taking on board some of
the looser musical ideas of
Pavement, in particular, and
the avant-garde Jazz
instrumental EPs that have
been released on their own
label (Sonic Youth Recordings),
Sonic Youth now sound
frankly like a cross between
Stockhausen and a subdued
Velvet Underground.

Very little remains of the
typical Sonic Youth, perhaps
only ‘The Ineffable Me’ (in the
vein of ‘Panty Lies’) and the
floaty opener, ‘Contre Le
Sexisme’, which seems to pick

up from the last album,
Washing Machine. However,
they have dispensed with their
Poppy side, displayed on Goo
(1990) and Dirty (1992), and
have long since given up on
total wall-of-noise assaults
such as the earlier Death
Valley 69 or Bad Moon Rising.

The noise, when it does
come, is more of a fog, as on
the growling ‘Female
Mechanic Now On Duty’, Kim
Gordon’s song billed as an
answer to Meredith Brooks’
‘Bitch’, an anti-female-
stereotype that broods more
with the group’s old menace
than with a yearning for kids.
Likewise ‘French Tickler’,
where Kim gives of her best
yelping, bawling and purring.

These numbers aside, A
Thousand Leaves is more
inspired by drawn-out jam
sessions, which, dare | say,
seem to catch them
unfamiliarly relaxed. At the
helm of tracks such as
‘Wildflower Soul” is Thurston
Moore. Beginning with
Moore’s understated vocal, this
offering then embarks on a
series of passages evolving
slowly over a repetitive riff
before breaking apart. ‘Karen
Koltrane’ is much the same -
effortless, cool and long, with
Moore’s vocals gradually
becoming lost in the low-level
guitar fuzz. Add to these "Hits
Of Sunshine’ (for Allen
Ginsberg). For ‘long’ read
‘plain distended’, at over 10
minutes. Mellow certainly, but
equally aimless, unprovocative
and noodling - the band have
now become a little too
comfortable with idle
jamming.

The best tracks are not
nearly so self-induigent. Songs
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like ‘Karen Koltrane’ and
‘Heather Angel’ are amongst
the best, but far and away the
stealer is ‘Sunday’, a reworked
number from the film Suburbia
which has the catchiest guitar
riff outside of the Velvet
Underground’s ‘What Goes
Oon’.

A long-winded instrumental
album, A Thousand Leaves
yields only an occasional
glimpse of the sardonic
humour and nastiness that we
have come to expect from
Sonic Youth. Catch them quick
before they disappear up their
own clever backsides.

The Best Of

MUTE L4

To many he is the Black Crow
King, the demon preacher with
his sack of souls. To others he’s
merely an Antipodean Rocker
of some standing. Whatever
your slant, Cave is not so
much Pop Star Of The
Moment, more a reliable block
of musical masonry - timeless
and enduring.

The Best Of. . . is a
compilation of songs which
leads you on an epic and
colourful journey through the
twisting (or should that be
twisted) and turning road of
Cave’s now-somewhat-fulfilled
career. Picking and choosing
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from 10 (yes, unbelievably 10)
mostly great albums, this disc
starts from 1983's Birthday
Party, when Old Nick first set
out on the choppy seas of
fortune with Mick Harvey,
Blixa Bargeld, Kid ‘Congo’
Powers and assorted extras.

For the first-time listener,
this is as good an introduction
as you're going to get to one of
music’s finest performers, but it
must have been hard work to
cull these 20 tracks. So
difficult, in fact, that Nick
himself tried and failed and
had to pass the buck to his
long-term and original
collaborator, bassist Mick
Harvey, to make the final
selection.

That done, the question
must be: why the hell did you
pick ‘Deanna’ to kick it off,
Mick? This is possibly Mr
Cave’s most irritating track.
Still, many may disagree, and
at least from there things can
only go uphill.

And they do, very quickly.
The next track is ‘Red Right
Hand’ (drawn from Let Love
In), a catchy, almost Funky
number with a sort of wagon-
trail, Wild-West beat to it.

What follows is the first
taste of real class. ‘Straight To
You'’, from Henry’s Dream,
showcases Cage at his most
melodic and uplifting, with its
spirited guitar strum and
rolling, almost cheery lyrics.
The subsequent ‘Tupelo’, a
tribute to Elvis, is one of those
classic primitive-growl sessions
for which the man has become
famous. Stripped-down Blues;
heavy drinking; thundery,
deep-South sentimentality;
‘Tupelo’ shows Cage as a man
possessed, and it’s one of his
defining moments. It’s just a

shame he didn’t find space for
‘In The Ghetto’.

Munki
CRECD232

Back in the days before The
Manic Street Preachers thought
they were the new Clash, a
band formed by two brothers
in the backwaters of East
Kilbride proclaimed
themselves the new Sex
Pistols. By guile and gobs
larger than the Gallagher
Brothers, their Punk-Rock spirit
has kept them alive for a
surprising 15 years to assemble
this, their eighth album. What
a sleazoid album it is - like the
distant debut Psychocandy,
shredded with the aural
equivalent of a chainsaw.

Munki is replete with just
the kind of arrogant-outcast
attitude which befits a band
that can start an album with ’I
Love Rock 'n’ Roll’ and end it
abruptly with ‘I Hate Rock 'n’
Roll’. In the space of 17 tracks,
the pair stride through the
whole gamut of Rock styles,
from the dissonant (Velvet
Underground) and the dandy
(Beach Boys) to the plain
dopey (Ramones).

In spite of working these
strange allegiances relentlessly,
Munki retains more of the
acoustic, Gothic feel of 1987’s
Darklands than the frenzied

noise loops of 1992’s Honey’s
Dead. Still, in anyone’s books
this is a no-nonsense return to
their garage Rock roots.

For every ‘Cracking Up’ or
‘Degenerate’ (thumping
Stooge-type numbers), there’s
a song of sweetness to be
found - ‘1 Can’t Find The Time
For Times’ or ‘Dream Lover’. It
helps immensely of course if
that lazy, Sixties
melody/feedback thing is your
bag; imagine a dash of
Teenage Fanclub with a twist
of Dinosaur Junior.

The brothers slip
unsuspectingly at times into
Trip-Hop territory, and
‘Perfume’ (even if it does
feature Mazzy Star’s Hope
Sandoval} is as shoddy and
lacklustre as it gets. The return
to their own brand of scuzzed-
up Rock is never soon enough.

Respect is due for haircuts
that still raise two fingers to the
ravages of time and the
sensibilities of fashion. Jesus
And Mary Chain still wear
black and they don’t care.
Welcome back.

Almost Here
CDVX2849

Openly acknowledged as the
brother of Thom of Radiohead,
frontman Andy Yorke does his
best to press The Unbelievable
Truth towards an enviable
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Moment Of Truth

EMI 7243 859032249

Possessors of more bounce
than the stars of the NBA jam
Premier and stalwart partner
in rhyme Guru are back in
business after four missed
vears with Moment OFf Truth
anotherspiritual journey
through the Brooklyn ghetto
homelands and embattled
vouth consciousness,

Premier has been the mos!
consistently-talented Hip-Hop
producer of the 1990s since
the waorld cowed under the

brlliance of Gang Starr's

secungd album, 1990%s Step
In'o The Arena. RZA ol the
Wi fold may be beginning 1o

close on him, though it's
undisputed that his rademark
sctind has been franchised to
a whole army of knob-
twiddlers and tweakers
Furthermore, Premier and
Guru always had the breadth
1 produce many more
inventive things, Premier with
fits long list of production
credits and Guru with his
lazzmatazz projects

20 tracks are squeezed
onto the latest venture, with

litle inthe way of fillet

status all of their own, but
can’t avoid comparisons with
brother’s band - earnest,
despairing, cerebral with a hint
of the romantic. Unfortunately,
The Unbelievable Truth are
another bunch of bleeding
hearts judging from the
evidence of this outing.

Like the Hal Hartley film
from which they get their name,
the group’s music has a rather
stylised perspective, sort of fey
and airy with nothing much
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(although the music Is, as
Gurt admits, an update of a
favoured formula and not a

ground:breaking idea, bt

they don’t let you down).

Moment OF Truth opens

with ‘You Know My Steez’, a
storm of a song, sublly crafted
with a clever Jazz-line and a
thumping bass aver which
Guru breathes his lyrical
monotone. The guasi-jazz
leanings make wurther
appearances in "What I'm
Here For’, with its excellent
piano tinkling, and the
addictive ‘She Knows What
She Wants’, Sti | others

going on. Now, that doesn’t
detract from the celluloid at all,
but it does slightly from the
aural pleasures.

While most bands are apt to
include softer, more intimate
acoustic numbers as
Cappuccino-type intervals
between more strident
numbers (ie, the hits), this
album is almost entirely
devoted to them. Andy Yorke,
for one, comes across as a
latter-day James Taylor who's

ROCK & POP

feature another Premier
productior standby, the
looped string arrangement
which gives songs like
‘Rovalty’ and the great title

track a darker, more o inous

vibe. And if all else fai's
there's nothing to raise the
spirits more than Premier’s
collection of the well-known
sonar ‘undenvater’ sounds
usec o siartling eftect in, say
Above The Clouds' and
Make ‘Em Pay
lazz or no Jazz, the beats

and rhymes they kick down
are an alchemist's dream

Gur. serving up his familiar

just found himself in the wrong
decade.

The singles ‘Higher Than
Reason’ and ‘Solved’ come
close to being restorative
moments, and they are
undeniably good - good
enough to convert the most
hardened critic. The rest fade
to grey for all the piano
dexterity on ‘Stone’ or the
string adornments of ‘Finest
Little Place’. By the time you
reach ‘Building’, you're leaving

'World Radio Histo

and relentless verbal whipping
throughout. There are enough
streel stovies, moralising
episodes and tnibutes to dead
triends and strong women 10
cover all the bases

If there s anvthing at all
which differentiates Moment
Of Truth from its
predecessors, then it lies in the
slew of cameo appearances
fromuindividuals bevond the
Gang Starr extended family
The gelling is particularly
good on ‘Above The.Clouds
when Wu's Inspectah Deck
makes a worthy addition; as
does Scarface on ‘Betrayal
The weak link is ‘Royalty
which features K-Ci and lojo
the fraternal duo who make
up B ‘'n" B band Jodeci. Soul
and Hip-Hop do not often
make great bediellows. and
this is dangerously close to
heing one tusion short of a
total style-sellout for Gang
Stary; their sparring partners
should be chosen more
carefully in future.

The grim realities of lile in
the Brooklyn tenements have
been brought to tife once
again with high-calibre beats
and samples, and rhymes as
sharp as razors don’t come

much better than this

your own and heading for the
pub.

The Unbelievable Truth
doubtless have potential, but
it's not been realised here. A
few powerchords and a bit of
quirkiness really wouldn’t go
amiss. What they need before
their next musical foray are
lagers and a Big Night Out
with Vic Reeves and Bob
Mortimer to cure those
emotional ills and overly
earnest intentions®
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Music Reviews

by Sara Davis & Leon Palmer

BOOKER T, THE PRIZE
COLLECTION

AZULI SOUD CD 15

Booker T has emerged as one
of the likeliest candidates to
take the House music
movement forward, and is
currently hot property in the
remixing stakes. The Prize
Collection is Azuli’s bid to
crown what has been a
prolific six-month period for
the D)/producer from London,
who has remixed a string of
chart and dancefloor hits on
his way to clubland notoriety.
His hi-energy formula has
even attracted US
management interest from the
Def Mix camp behind Morales
and Knuckles. If Booker T can
produce half as much magic
as his more established US
counterparts have, he’ll be
well pleased - transforming
respected live acts like The
Brand New Heavies into
cutting-edge House masters is
what they did best.

Here, Booker T chooses
some great bands, including
Soul Il Soul and The Sounds
Of Blackness, but doesn’t
quite hit the same highs.
There are some firing
dancefloor anthems scattered
around, yet they come from
the world of Pop rather than
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House - not everyone expects
to hear a remix of an All
Saints record, even if the
remix of the Double-Platinum-
selling ‘Never Ever’ is a corker
indeed.

Those looking for a bit
more meat to their music
should check out the sexy and
soulful vocal Garage of
Connor Reeves’ ‘"Nobody Like
You’ or the fabulously Funky
‘Don’t Leave Me Hangin’ from
Camile Douglas. If that
doesn’t grab you, not much
else will, as Booker T’s slickly-
produced album nods on
steadily but never quite
reaches the peak which his
mixing can rise to.

DJ POGO PRESENTS: THE
BREAKS

HARMLESS HURT CD 012

Hip-Hop owes its very
existence to the era that
produced this set of funked-up
Breakbeat classics. D) Pogo
gives a very big ‘thank you’ to
all those involved by way of
his celebratory The Breaks
compilation.

The London-based D) and
producer has worked with
plenty of respected Rap and
Hip-Hop acts including
Monie Love, MC Mello and
De La Soul. And here we

find out if he has the
credentials to pull off an
album claiming to be the
definitive guide to the roots
of Dance music.

Depending on how funky
your musical vocabulary is,
the tracks chosen from the
rich mine of early Seventies
Breakbeat originals aren’t
quite in the all-stars league -
some are fantastic for a while
but hardly precious. Well-
known numbers like ’It’s Just
Begun’ by The Jimmy Castor
Bunch and ‘Ashley’s
Roachclip’ from the Soul
Searchers are so body-
rocking that they have both
been re-released under
numerous guises and are
slightly over-done as a result.
The wild-Western Funk
frenzy of The Incredible
Bongo Band’s ‘Apache’ livens
up the opening, but is all too
familiar to be labelled a
classic.

However, with so much
to choose from, there’s
bound to be something
better hiding away. That’s
where the one James Brown
number, ‘"Funky Drummer’,
steps in. This track with its
original Clyde Stubblefield
Breakbeat taps away the
most danced-to and sampled
drum pattern ever. The track
that launched a thousand
imitators is one heady
highlight followed by some
equally memorable Funk-
fuelled floor-shakers. Tracks
like Dennis Coffey’s
‘Scorpio’ mark the crossover
to Jazz Funk which has so
inspired D) Pogo and helped
wise up many a Jazz buff to
groove to this music too.

D) Pogo’s vision of the
history of Hip-Hop
manages not to be blurred by
30 years of Funk, Jazz and
Disco. That’s probably
because he hasn’t had to look
too far for inspiration - the
dancefloor. Breakdown, as )B
would say.

wol I HOUSE 3

MOVING HOUSE VOL 3

SSR SSR 199

Belgium hasn’t exactly been
renowned for its House music
over the years - Techno and
the infamous Gabba or 'nose-
bleed Techno’ have seen to
that. But SSR and Freezone
are out to change this with
their third volume of Moving
House. Mixed by rising star
D) Geoffroy, this album
produces some of the best
moves Belgium has seen
since Frankie Van der Elst
retired from international
football. Surprisingly mellow,
the selection is not as dark
and loud as you might expect
from a Techno-loving
country. Instead, the tracks
are straightforward lively
house.

After the initial vocal
euphoria of the summer
anthem 'When | Fall’ from
’‘Canada Bratticus’ (which
whets the appetite), we are
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FUSED AND BRUISED -
DAYTRIP TO BRISCO

FABRISCO

Fused And Bruised are
churning out some storming
soundls at the moment,

championing a brilliant new

Ereed of Breakbeat crossed
with Disco thatl someone in
a moment of, er, genius
cleverly dubbed ‘Brisco’.
This album showcases the
talent that resides with the
fabel and includes
Subtropic, The Mild
Mannered Janitors and Sgt
Rock in the form of 11 class
wunes that take the musical
concept to all limits,
Listening through Elite
Force’s opening taster of

DRD OF THE MONTH

DANCE & AMBIENT

Tracks to keep an ear out
for include Surreal Madrid
who have turned out a
scorcher; 'Girls Of The
Night' is its title. Imagine
these words chanted in a
cheeky cartoon voice over a
funky bass beat that’s phatter
than Chubby Checker.
Futurecore introduce a
haunting Ambient slant to
the proceedings, but the
Brisco elements (Rockin’
electric guitar, Disco
handclaps like the ones on a
Bontempi electric organ, and
a heaving, Hip-Hop rhythm
that just won't go away) turn
up later.

This is Hip-Hop landing
after a huge leap in the
funky direction, an
infectious aural experience

funky Breakbeat action and on into be found on Brisco, just 11 versions of that will have you body poppin’

Subtropic’s smoochy, synthesised deep the coolest new Dance sound since again. This Brisco business is cool -

Funk, there is not a single duff track to Breakdancing. do not miss!

soon left disappointed by the
tameness of the bulk of the
remainder. In between,
however, Royal Gate Tones
give us something to let go to
with the driving sounds of
"Wheel It Out’ - hard-edged
House with plenty of good,
old piano breaks. And UK D]
and producer Phil Asher
serves up one of his finest
with a Jazzy, bass-driven
excursion entitled ‘Restless
Soul’.

Overall the mood remains
cheerfully up-beat, and its the
inventiveness that sets this
apart from the average UK
compilations, albeit in small
doses. Be prepared for a
strange mix of tunes both
ordinary and outstanding.
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RUMOUR RECORDS
FREE PARTY MIXED BY
STEVE JOHNSON

Many will know of Steve
Johnson from his stints at the
Leisure Lounge and Bagleys.
Definitely a Dj who plays for
the people, Johnson’s roots lie
in free party purveyance in the
likes of the Californian desert,

so he’s just the man for
cramming a stack of corking
Techno tunes onto a
compilation CD. Picking the
cream of Techno dudes -
Oliver Lieb as LSG, Helix and
Fury, and DJ Iceburg among
others - Johnson sweeps at an
unrelenting pace through the
long mixes of tracks, from
MC’s '"MC’ and the Rushhour’s
"Music Maker’, with its Disco
vibe and heart-pounding
breakdown, to Iceburg'’s
Titanic and on. If you were to
hear these notes floating out
of a marquee in the
countryside you would know
you were in for a great party -
these rising, anthemic Techno
tunes are the sort that always
put smiles on faces.

World Radio Histo

This is probably one of the
largest mix collections of late
to capture the free party spirit
on CD. Although it's never
quite the same when you're
sitting indoors, this is one of
the most uplifting sets to come
out of Rumour Records of late,
truly inspiring the sporting of
silly hippy hats and bouncing
about in fields.

Johnson’s own track, ‘Tune
In’, just goes to demonstrate
more good taste. His choice of
music is excellent and his
mixing Rocks too, but if you
think you can do better, drag
out the CDJ and mix it
yourself - there’s a wicked
second CD with all the tracks
unmixed and at full length.
Serious good valuee®
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English Analogue’s STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDs
Top Selling Classical LPs

For Summer “98! O STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC

Khachaturian’s Spartacus & Gayaneh
conducted by Khachaturian with the VPO
SXL 6000 £10, 2nd issue. Another ’

innovative

Sibclius’s Symphony No.1 & Karelia Suite product
conducted by Maazel with the VPO from the
SXL 6084 1st issue £20, 2nd issue £9 designers of

RIngmat

Dvorak’s Symphony No.8
& Scherzo Capriccioso
conducted by Kertesz with the LSO
SXL 6044 1st issue £20, 2nd issue £9

FIRST REVIEWS

“...Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat

SibCliUS & Tchaikovsky VlOlln COI]CCl'tOS effect on others, ...I now instinctively use the device all
. . the time...Indeed, the Statmat...makes the spoken
COHdUCth b}’ Pl’CVlﬂ Wlth the LSO word more articulate and clearer in inflections (and
i . therefore instrumental sounds too), and gives phrasing
solo violinist Kwung wha Chung and timing in music a more natural, non-fatiguing
SXIL. 6493 £12 character...”

Christopher Breunig
(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, Nov.1997)

Mendelssohn’s Symphony No.3 ‘Scotch’

“...it definitely worked. What | heard was

& Fingal’s Cave Overture impressive...The sound isn’t just smoother, sweeter or
R sharper. Rather the music itself seems to change,
conducted by Maag with the LSO becoming fhv}hl’“i(;”_\" rtnore cohesive and altogether
more purposeful and coherent.”
SDD 145 £15 Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, Dec. 1997)
“...What happens to the sound with Statmat? Digital
Gricg’s Peer Gynt becomes more like analog, that's what. The
. X introductory press release offers a laundry list of sonic
conducted by I"]CldSt&d with the LSO claims -all of them true, so far as | can hear...The
Statmat provides “clearer ambience of recording
SDD 145 £15 venue”. To my jaded ears, this is what the Statmat
does -better than anything I've tried...Sorry to say -40
bucks, please- the Statmat improved the sound of
Beethoven’s Nine Symphonies evt_*[ry ({fD:) plliyr;ld “1 every player | had, sometimes
X quite dramatically...
conducted by Klemperer with the PO Sam Tellig (Stereophile vol.20 n®12, Dec. 1997)
SLS 788 £24, 9 LP sct “The Statmat actually worked rather well...the biggest
change is in the treble, which becomes clearer and
more detailed while the rest of the sound gets more
Bizet’s Carmen - Victoria de los Ange]es dynami;‘.']'hﬁ bass end firmts'up a tad }oo and the :
. g sense of rhythm improves...the sonic changes are we
conducted by Beecham with the ONRF worth the money”
SLS 5021 £30 3 LP sct Ketan Bharadia and Jon Marks (Hi-Fi World, Jan. 1998)
b
Statmat can be obtained through good hi-fi retailers
at £ 19.95. Also available on mail order with
3 moneyback guarantee. UK p&p £ 1.95
These are JuSt some Of 3000 plus Outside UK: total cost £25.00 incl. p&p
quality LPs listed in the bi-monthly

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
catalogue T +44 (0)1277 200 210 F +44 (0)1277 201 225
PO BOX 200 * Brentwood * Essex ® CM15 9FB GB
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Jacaues Loussier Trio
SATIE

GYMNOPEDIES - GNOSSTENNES

Satie
TELARC JAZZ CD-83431

When Classical pianist
Loussier founded his Trio in
1959 to “Play Bach” -
imaginative, gently-swinging
Jazz interpretations of Baroque
harpsichord and piano pieces
by the master - few people
expected the three laid-back
French Jazzers to sell six
million records over the next
five years.

For much of the Sixties, the
Loussier Trio rivalled the M)Q
for pride of place on Victrolas
around the world. Now well
into his own sixties and still
playing with his original
drummer, the inventive and
delicate Andre Arpino,
Loussier stepped away from
his studio business last year
and made two delightful new
recordings.

1997’s Four Seasons
deconstructed and rebuilt
Vivaldi to catchy effect. This
year he takes on the most
eccentric of the turn-of-the-
century French art composers,
Eric Satie, and succeeds in
revitalising the Montmartre
madman’s over-recorded,
sardonic yet reflectively
beautiful Gymnopedies and
Gnossiens.

Even if you love the
originals for their minimalist
beauty, there’s much here to
appreciate and, if you're ready
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to enjoy Loussier’s romantic
and rhythmical
rearrangements, the same
delicate humour, wit and
melodic inspiration that
characterises the originals.

The New Sound Of
The Venezuelan
Gozadera
LUAKABOP 46839

This distinctly funky,
danceable and sometimes
entertainingly rowdy crew
from Caracas pick up where
the Acid Jazz scene left off.
There’s also plenty of that
ironic, loungecore, almost Las
Vegas cabaret feel kicking in
here. If you can imagine a
hybrid of Donald Fagen and
Tito Puente produced by Kid
Creole and all his Coconuts
then you're getting close.
The Amigos were caught in
action in Venezuela with a
little help from US Latin Jazz
fans Bill Ware and Arto
Lindsay, and signed to David
Byrne’s always-intriguing
Luaka Bop label. A little
Spanish may make the lyrics
easier to check, but what
we're here for is the interplay
between infectious Latin
percussion, inescapable
rhythms and classy melodies.
Considered, sophisticated
production - by Chaka Khan
and Arto Lindsay alumnus
Andres Levin - is another

surprising strength for the first
album from such an
unexpected source.

The Chesterfield
Broadcasts, Vol 1
BMG CLASSICS 09026 63113

Recorded and broadcast live to
air from New York City
between December 1939 and
March 1940 complete with
evocative introductions and
advertisements for sponsors
Chesterfield, these 15-minute
performances by America’s
Sweethearts and America’s
Number One Dance Band
usually consisted of one song
from the Sisters, a tune from
the Miller band, a whole slew
of commercials and regular
awards to Miller.

38 acetates were made by
Miller himself so he could
monster the band for mistakes
and check the arrangements,
but until recently legal issues
kept the recordings
unavailable. Now restored and
remastered by John Snyder in
New York and presented as a
single live performance, this is
history in the making, as the
new sound of the Miller
orchestra and the spirit-of-the-
age vocals of the Sisters work
out on what have become
classics: ‘Begin The Beguine’,
‘In The Mood’, 'Bei Mir Bist

by Ian Nicolson

Du Schon’, "Tuxedo Junction’
and '‘One O’clock Jump’.
Worth the investment for the
sheer verve of the
performances alone, and the
kind of treasure trove that
deserves wider exposure.

Love Is. . . The Tender
Trap
CANDID CCD79751

Stacey Kent (the young New
Yorker who came to London
for a year at the Guildhall
School of Music and ended up
singing with the Ritz Hotel's
Swing orchestra and recording
one of the best-selling British
Jazz albums of 1997, Close
Your Eyes) has a new release
out which continues her
inspiring approach to songs
that Billie and Frank and Cole
made icons of taste.

If you think there’s nothing
new under the torch singer’s
sun, dip into the combination
of pianist David Newton's
vivid solos, effective
production by tenor player Jim
Tomlinson and Kent's
distinctive, mannered but
delightful phrasing. It's no easy
task, but like a confident,
sassy, even muscular Blossom
Dearie, Kent breathes a fresh
layer of life and meaning into
her 12 standards. Another
winner, and good enough to
make Chicago or New York
perk up too.
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JAZZ

by Simon Hopkins

Mat Maner

BLESSED
ECM ECMI661

In some ways, Blessed has
been 22 years in the making,
for it's been just so long that
clarinettist, saxophonist,
pianist, improvisor, theorist
and composer Joseph Maneri
has been playing with his son.
That's 22 years for young Mat
to become steeped in his
father’s elaborate, microtonal
system of musical theory, a
theory which has seen Maneri
Sr divide the octave into as
many as 72 individual notes, a
theory born of years of
studying the Czech Alois
Haba, the Mexican Julin
Carrillo and such American
mavericks as Harry Partch.

Despite Joe's long career,
spent integrating these
theories with both his Jazz and
Eastern European
backgrounds, there is precious
little of his music on sale. He
and his son ~a specialist on
various violin derivatives,
including the unwieldy five-
string viola, electric six-string
and baritone violins - have
recorded together before, on
the ECM album Three Men
Walking, a trio date with
guitarist Joe Morris. But this is
their first date as a duo, and
it's great.

The Maneris’ musical
language is so involved that
listening to this very, very
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intimate session is like peeping
into a private world. Each
melodic line weaves its own
exotic magic, each piece is its
own little world. Naturally,
this is intense stuff - rather
stately and introverted, a
highly-rarefied Chamber-Jazz -
but well worth your close
attention.
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KILLER BEEZ
MELT 2000

In November 1989, Brazilian
Jazz percussionist Airto
Moreira, 10 years in California
and tired of a life in session
work and all-too-regimented
lite Jazz, felt the urge to do
something a bit freer. He
wanted to get back to his roots
playing in the lofts of New
York in the Seventies, nostalgic
for all-night sessions spent
jamming with players like
Chick Corea, Dave Holland
and Jan Hammer. In an
attempt to recapture some of
that magic, he called a couple
of good friends and long-time
associates, keyboardists Chick
Corea and Herbie Hancock,
and bass players Mark Egan
and Stanley Clarke (true giants
of fusion all) and asked them
to come along to record some
free jams in the studio.

Killer Beez presents those
group improvisations, many of

them first takes, with
occasional, discreet overdubs
by singer Flora Purim, tenor
and soprano saxophonist Gary
Meek, and guitarist Hiram
Bullock. The result is an
intriguing album.

If Killer Beez is not always
100% satisfying, then that's
down to the music’s genesis.
But to hear such genuinely
legendary Jazz players, all of
whom have perhaps tended to
become predictable in much
of their output, perform in
such spontaneous
circumstances is a very
pleasant surprise.

The music itself is
extremely diverse: strange
electronic landscapes slashed
through with blasts of Free
Improv, arch Rock-Funk, Free-
Bop, all summoned out of thin
air with consummate
musicianship. This may not
please your average Fuzak fan,

but who cares? A brave record.

MASS
PARATACTILE PLE1100-2

Gary Smith has been a
constantly-nagging presence
on the British Improv and
Avant-Rock scenes since his
days with Seventies Jazz-Rock-
Improv unit The Acme
Quartet. That he is barely
known even to the generally
rather voracious Improv

audience is a huge shame, for
Smith is undoubtedly one of
the most original, virtuosic and
searching guitar players
working in Improv anywhere,
let alone within the UK.

Ironically, it may be his
virtuosity which has kept him
from wider attention within
Improv circles, who could balk
at the exuberance of his
playing. He employs a two-
hands-on-the fretboard
technique and careful use of
an elaborate FX chain in a way
that spontaneously creates
lines of melody, often several
at once. The end product
explodes with ferocity and
contrapuntal invention.

This CD marks the debut
for his new power trio Mass, in
which he plays with bassist
and electronics-manipulator
Gary Jeff (a one-time member
of Kevin Martin’s almost
legendary London-based
Industrial-Jazz powerhouse
God) and drummer Lou
Ciccotelli (himself a one-time
God-person and, more
recently, live drummer with
Laika and the rhythms behind
Freak-Rock collective Ice).

The album (itself a debut
for the Paratactile Label, a new
venture for Trevor Manwaring,
prime mover of Jazz and
Improv-reissue label
Chronoscope) was recorded
live-to-tape, with no post-
production.

Phew, this is intense stuff.
Comparisons have been made
elsewhere to early Lifetime,
and, yes, | can see that, but
this is its own, deeply
impressive music: aggressive
Free-Rock. Smith apparently
has more releases on the
horizon - both with Mass and
solo - and I'll keep you up to
date with them alle

HI-FI WORLD



AVON

MUSICAL INTENTIONS, Telephone Adrian on
(01934) 620012 Mon - Thurs. Have you heard of
Nottingham Analogue Turntables! Now you can
listen to any one in the comfort of your own home.
Dems by appointment only. Also agents for: Croft.
Audio Analogue, Sonneteer, Unison Research, Tube
Technology, Posselt & Opera speakers and Slate
Audio stands. ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY
MUSIC’

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam,
Audioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk,
Celestion, Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz,
Mission, Moth, Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-
Ject. Quad, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser,
Sound Style, Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, van
den Hul & more! Expert friendly service : Listening
room. Proneer Reference Point. Visa / Access.

BERKSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
Reading. (0118) 958-5463. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Quad. Rega, Rotel, Royd. Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening room.
BADA Bended.

} & A HI-FI CENTRE. 85 Boutport St.,
Barnstaple. Tel: (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk. Castle,
JVC, Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha,
Sonneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
a quiet relaxed atmosphere.

SEVENOAKS HI-Fi 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping
Centre,19-23 King Street, Reading, Berks, RGI
2HG. Tel. 0118 9597768. A specialist Hi-Fi store
with two demonstratioin rooms. The audio visual
room is complete with Meridian Digital Surround
Sound. Major brands stocked are: Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon. Marantz, Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha,
Acoustic Energy, Castle, B&W, Kef Reference.
Monitor Audio & Ruark.

ENGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise,
Newbury. Berks, RG14 25F. Classical LP Specialist,
including collectable Dacca, HMV, Columbia and
RCA records. All records cleaned and supplied
with new innersleeves free of charge. Condition
guaranteed. In addition good condition Classical LPs
and CDs wanted. For a free catalogue call 01635
40242, fax 01635 524239 or E-Mail
www.multiplex.co.uk.records.

BIRMINGHAM

MUSIC MATTERS [0 Boldmere Road Sutton
Coldfield W. Midlands. Tel. 0121 354 2311. Arcam
Audioquest, Apollo, Alchemist, B+W, Cable Talk,
Chord, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dali, |BL, Kef,
Marantz, Mission, Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Ruark. Sennheiser,
Sounds Faber. Teac, Yamaha, IXOS. Single speaker
demo appts. preferred. Service available,
installations, home trials Access/Visas/Amex. Open
Tues-Sat 10.00 - 5.30 late night Thursday until 7.00

BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: TelNo. (01225) 874728
Just think: most audiophiiles listen for most of the
time to systems that are ‘not quite right’. Are you
happy with yours! Forget the reviews and trying to
put together a system like a patchwork quilt with
the 'best’ bits around. Its our job to do the
assessing, you judge our resuits. We'll help you to
plan a system for the future, even if you spread the
purchases. Leave the ‘up-grade-itis’ behind, save
money and enjoy music all the time. Just listen, and
you'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio Synthesis, Classe,
DCS, Enlihtened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Wadia, XTC. Viny!: Basis, Crown, Jewel, Graham,
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Acurus,
Audio Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio Artistry,
Audio Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum
Dynalab & many more. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver
Sounds & more. (Credit Cards Accepted).

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

HAZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To
hear how realistic music can sound please call for an
appo.ntment (day or evening). Objective advice,
comfortable listening, home demonstrations, free
installation, part exchange, repairs and superb
service. Acoustic Precision, Air tangent, ATC,
Audiomeca, Basis, Classe, EAD, Fanfare, Henley,
Magnaplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Nottingham
Analogue, Opera, Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Straightwire,
Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPl Based in High
Wycombe. Please call: 01494 437892,

TECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
Granville Square, Willen, Mifton Keynes, MKIS 9jL
Tel, (01908) 604949. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
Cinma Specialists. All major brands stocked from
Arcam to Yamaha, Meridian Digital Home Theatre
dealer. Custom home cinema and multi room
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installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice.
Audiophile CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open
late on Fridays.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 IBA. Tel. 01296 428790.
Selected sounds from Acoustic Energy, Alchemist,
Arion, Audio Meca. Audio Note, Boston, B & W,
Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Chord Co. DNM
Virtual Reality, Denon, DPA, Epos, Exposure.
Gyrodek, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, Klipsch,
Marantz, Micromega. Monitor Audio, Moth, Musical
Technology, Myryad. NAD, Nakamichi, Neat,
Pioneer, Proac. Rega, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Stax,
Tannoy, Teac, Talk Electronics, Thorens, TDL,
Triangle. Tube Technology and a range of quality
pre-used equipment. Export orders welcome. 2
Dem rooms. Credit facilities available.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4] Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 368305. 'For the best in British Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’. Visit or call to
arrange a dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam,
Mission, Linn, Naim, Rega, Cyrus. Absolute Sounds,
Kef, Sony. Yamaha, Rel, Quad. Ruark, Denon.

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The
region’s largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, M&K, Meridian,
Mission, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel,
Yamaha and many more. Excellent hi-fi and A/V
demonstration facilities. Part exchange weicome.
Huge selection of top quality, carefully used
equipment, telephone for mailing list. 35-42
COWGATE, Peterborough. Phone: (01733) 341755
Fax: (01733) 358141,

UNIVERSITY AUDIO |-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
01223 354237, Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon,
Meridian, Ruark. ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, |
single speaker. Home trial, free install, Service Dept.
VISA, ACCESS, AMEX, Credit Terms. Open 9-5.30

The cure for the obscure, the core to the door,
making the most by post your are bound to want
more! All CD needs contact: The Music Group 3
Regal Lane, Soham, Ely, Cambs CB7 5BA. Tel:
0I§53 722 223 Fax: 01353 723 733 Email:
Sales@CDMusicGroup. Co.Uk (isn't about time you
switched to mail order?)

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. All that’s best in hi-Fi from Epos,
KEF, Teac, Royd, Linn .Rega, Naim, Arcam,
Audiolab. Ruark, Rotel and many more. Multi room
systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration
facilities. home demonstrations and installation a
pleasure. We offer the best products, the best
service and the best sounds. Open Tuesday to
Saturday. evenings by appointment.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL 14 Stockport Road,
Cheadie, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12
Shaw Road, Oldham, Manchester OLI 3IQ Tel
(0161) 633 2602. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio
Research, Martin Logan, Yamaha, Creek. Nakamichi,
denon, |PW, Marantz, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms,
free install, VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and AV,
installation 10:00 - $:30pm Mon-Sat, till 8:00
Thursday.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road.
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject,
Musical Fidelity. NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL. Teac,
Thorens. UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP
Club Member, Demo Room, installation service.
Easy Parking and Motorway access. All major credit
cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm.

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street,
Stockton Heath, Warrington. Cheshire, WA4 2UN.
Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sac 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-
rooms. credit facilities. All credit cards. Established
1978. Total absence of bulls™t. Linn Specialist.

INPUT AUDIO Dukinfield, Cheshire,Tel/Fax:
0161 304 7494. Mobile: 0402 268490. We have the
time, we have the patience, we have the desire, and
we have the products to help you reach your
musical goals. featuring: Adyton, Aldis, Art,
Audiogram, Audio Analogue Puccini, Audiomeca,
Audio Physic, Audio Vector, Base, B.C.D., Chord,
Diapason, Graaf, Insert Audio Immedia, Meracus
Monrio, Neat, P.AD., Sieme! Silver Sounds, Stands
Unique, System Audio, Triangle UKD Opera,
Unison Research, Yamamura-Churchil, YBA  And
much more arriving soon, specialising in home
demo’s. Please phone for more information or
friendly chat. All usual facilities.

Input for the pleasure of music

DOUG BRADY HI-FI Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA 3NU Tel 01925
828009 Fax 01925 825773, Visa, Mastercard,
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial: Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics,
DPA, Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell, LFD,
Michell, Mission, Naim, Orelle, Origin Live, Pink
Triangle, ProAc. Roksan, SME, Spendor, Wilson
Benesch and many more.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street. Warrington,

WAL 2RF. Tel:- 01925 632179. See our main entry
under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax
Chester (01244) 401290. Cheshire’s alternative hi-fi
specialists. Honest advice and personal service. We
can demonstrate Alchemist. AVI, Henly, Heybrook,
LFD, Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat,
Origin Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd,
Sonneteer. Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations by
appointment in Chester or in your own home.
Delivery & instailation available. Mastercard, Visa,
Switch, Delta

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625
526213, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Nad. Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver,
J.P.W., M. Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics,
Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No
pressure. BADA member.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION 'Cornwails most
exclusive Audio retailer’. Agencies include:
Audiomecca, Analysis, Audio Spectrum, Audionote,
Cadence, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt
Cables, Michell, Ortofon, Parasound, Project,
Phylosophy Cables. Rel and SME. Home
Demonstrations by Appointment. Tel/Fax. 01326
221372 Mobile 0468 754353

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House,
Victoria Viaduct. Carlisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228)
22620. Exposure, Heybrook. Aura, Bang & Olufson,
B & W, Castle, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial
facilities. Free installation. Service Department Mon
-Sat. 9-5.30

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street, Carlisle,
Cumbria, CA3 8TX. "Cumbria’s premiere hi-fi
centre’. Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756.
Audiolab, Linn, Mission, Pioneer, Marantz, Denon,
Phitips,, Technics and more. Dem Rooms. Dems
without obligation. Home trial. Free installation. In-
house service dept. Access, Visa, HP. 9-5.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-FI 106 English Street, Carlisle,
CA3 8ND Tel:- 01228 44792 See our main entry
under Lancaster.

DEVON

CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Cheslton,
Torquay, Devon. TQ2 6HS. Tel: (01803) 606863
Where you can compare a range including Acoustic
Energy, Bose, Castle. Celestion, Creek, Denon,
Heybrook, |PW, Kenwood, Marantz. Musical
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony ect. Two dem rooms
(including AV room 25 x 18ft). Free installation. Free
delivery up to IS miles. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners,
Credit facilities. 9.30-7,30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat.

THE HI-F1 ATTIC 58 New George St., Plymouth,
Devon. PLI IRR. 01752 669511. We stock most
leading brands including Linn, Arcam, Denon,
Pioneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others, and have
an expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include
attractive hi-fi and home cinema demonstration
rooms. We offer free installation and credit facilities
{written details on request) also a fully equipped
service department. We can also provide a mail
order service for all your LaserDisc requirements.
We accept Visa, Access, Amex.

] & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St.,
Barnstaple, Tel. (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B & W, Cable Talk,
Castle, JVC, Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha,
Sonneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
a quiet relaxed atmosphere.
DUDLEY

MUSIC MATTERS 9 Market Street. Stourbridge,
W. Midlands. Tel. 01384 444184,

See our main advert under Birmingham, or West
Midlands.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road. Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 0AQ. Tel. (01202) 730865.
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer,
Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the
available choice and decide at your leisure - no
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music. with
our choice of products, you can too! Service
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha.
Full dem facitlites available, also home dem. Friendly
expert advice, Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Open
Mon-Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen,
Harman Kardon, JBL, REL. Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities include
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for

the ultimate way to choose the perfect system. Also
on demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road.
Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI 8 Westover Road,
Bournemouth, Hants. Tel: 01202 555512. You will
find the very latest in superb Hi-Fi facilities with
stocks to include: Linn, Denon, Yamaha, Rotel,
NAD, Marantz, Arcam, Celestion, Dual, Audiolab,
Technics, QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Target, Sound
Organisation, Teac, Cabletalk, Kef, DTS, Pioneer
and many more. If you're serious about Hi-Fi you've
probably heard of all these brands and probably
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for 42
years. Please call for expert knowledge and friendly
advice.

WEYMOUTH HI-F| 33-35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (0t305) 785729.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, Sony,
Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30
ESSEX

AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
liford. (0181) 518-091S. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Jamo, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, Micromega,
Monitor Audio, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & more. Tues/Thurs/Fri
10-7. Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30
day free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free
Credit. 2 Listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir lIsaac’s
Walk, Colchester. (01206) $77682. Akai, Arcam,
B&W, Boston Acoustics. Denon, Grundig, Infinity,
KEF. Linn, Loewe Opza, Meridian, Nokia. Philips,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Spendor.
Thorens. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround
evenings, home demanstrations. Excellent credit
facilities.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham.
(01242) 583960. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Naim, Pioneer, Quad. Rotel, Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening
room. BADA Bonded.

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specialist advice and home demonstrations. See
Bristol & Bath.

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION 1S FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'.
Please see main lineage entry under ‘Avon’

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256)
24311. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim. NAD, Nakamichi, Quad.
Royd. Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha
& many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. Selected
Interest Free Credit. Listening room. Home
Cinema. BADA Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road,
Chandlers Ford, Hants, SOS3 2FU. Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8’ wide
screen. Brands stocked include ARCAM (incl. Xeta),
Audiolab, Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Gradient. Infinity, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Polk. Quad, Rotel, Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle.
Tannoy, Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha.
Established 1969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee
covered by our own well-equipped Service Dept.
We have a farge FREE car parking facility and we are
located within 3 miles from Junction 14 (SM3/M27
Interchange) and Junctions I3 (M3) and 5 (M27).
Closed Mondays, except in December. Late Night:
Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder Member. All deposits
fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-Fl 32 Arundel Street,
Portsmouth Tel: (01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha,
Marantz, Kenwwod, Mission, TDL, REL, Attacama
and much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists.
Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth.
Telk: (01705) 811618

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326
Portswood Road, Southampton, Hampshire. Tel:
01703 559312. Hand made Loudspeaker Systems!
Tailored to your individual tastes. Many real wood
veneers. Any colour finish available. U.K. suppliers
of Driver Units for: SEAS, VOLT, MOREL,
VISATION, RCL, SCAN-SPEAK & MORE. Home
builder kits always on demo. High quality
accessories/components, comfortable listening area,
ample free parking, friendly advice.
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HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford, HR4 0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcaydis,
Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus
Centre, Denon, Dynaudio, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Pro-Ac, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, John
Shearne, Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Single speaker
dem room, home trial facilities, free installation,
service dept, Access/Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Aibans Road,
Watford, Herts. Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798. Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose,
Boston, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe. Copeland,
Denon, DPA, KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell,
Micromega, Orelle, PMC, Roksan, Ruark, SME,
Sonus, Faber, Sonic Link, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio.
Credit available. 100 yards from Watford Junction
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30 (Thursday open undf 8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street. Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see
main ad under Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN |0
8UD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992 440431,
Selected British and specialist brands. New,
Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased.
Free Parking.

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire’s
premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists established
1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration suite.
Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it
all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang &
Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission, Ruark,
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning
service. Free Delivery and basic installation, Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford, SGI13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 44242S. Fax:
(01992) 448387. "Holding stocks of the complete
range of Rel subwoofers including the Studio I1. We
also stock all magnum products, amplifiers, speakers
and CD players (incl. The CD2020). Many other
brands available. 10-day home trial welcome in the
UK. Demonstration rooms for AV. and Audio. Mail
Order, Visa, Switch etc.”

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl 40 High
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or
female, any age, to share common interest in musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting
pleasure. Open Mon-Sat. Appointment Service or
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE, Bishopstone
Lane, Herne Bay, Kent, CTé 6RP Tel/Fax
01227 742928. Agencies include: Anatogue
Tracer Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma
Acoustics, Golden Dragon Valves, |[M Labs
Speakers, Loricraft Audio, Nottingham
Analogue, Paragon Linear Tracking Arms,
Sovereign Valves, Trichord Research, Tube
Technology. Selected items of used
equipment. Demonstration by appointment
only. Home trial facilities.

OOVER HI-Fl 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 01304
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment
including; Arcam, Akai, B&W, Denon, Jamo,
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad,
Rotel, Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange.
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities.
Access/Visa. Open 6 days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 138
Pelham Road Gravesend, Kent DAI| OJH. Tel:
01474 569601. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai,
JVC, Jamo.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 109 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7)H. TEL: 0181
298 7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC,
Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LP12" knekt" Karik*
Kairn® Klout* Kremlin* Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh*
Numerik” Tukan® Wakonda* Majik" Mimik" LK 100"
Ekos* Kudos* Arkiv* Brilliant* Lingo* Valhalla*
Sekrit’ Aktiv*..Dream systems for everyone from
£2,000 to £30,000+. A new dealership from a
specialist family business, established in 1948.
Outstanding service and facilities. Multi-room
specialist. 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent. CT17
9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 240135.

KIMBERLEY HI-FI {93 Broadway, Bexleyheath,
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon,
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual, Wharfedale,
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle, Monitor Audio,
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct,
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8QY. Tei. 01634 389004.
Agencies include: Audio Innovations, Audion,
Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio
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Static, Audio Technica, Chord Amps, Cogan Hall,
Conrad Johnson, Convergent, Denson, Goldring,
Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD, Lyra, Moth,
Nordost, Origin Live, Pink Triangle, Proac, SD
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko,
Systemdek, Snell, Target, TDL, Transfiguration,
Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison Research,
UKD., Voyd, VPI, etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26
Union Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622)
676703. Fax (01622) 676723. The best place
in town for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. ™ Three
superb dem rooms * Interest Free Credit *
Al leading brands * Also Open Sundays [0 -
4.00pm.

V.J. Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel:
01303-256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, |.B.L.,
Pioneer, Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical Fidelity,
Quad, Yamaha, Denon and much more besides. Full
audio and home cinema demonstration facilities.
Fully bonded BADA members.interest free credit
available (subject to status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton,
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) 531423. Bolton’s biggest
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the best
buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion,
Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, |BL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz. Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL,
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo
rooms and 2 AV Demo rooms, no appointments
necessary. Service department, free instaflation,
home trial facilities, free parking, Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-
6.00. Thurs-Fri 10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-
5.00

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read,
Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and
Email  106505.251 @compuserve.com. Hear
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a large
comfortable lounge, using the latest Bryston Pre-
Power Amps (20 year guar.) Mirage Bipolar
Speakers, with Yamaha DSP Surround Sound and
equipment from A.V., Ruark, Myriad, Sequence, PMC
and more, plus a range of custom built open baffle,
Transmission Line, and other speakers. Home
demos encouraged for complete satisfaction. Main
agents for : Liberty Audiosuite LoudSpkrs. Electronic
Testing System, LSPCAD Speaker Design Package
and other PC based room analysis systems. Ring any
time for an appt., Free advice or a chat...we never
close.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our
main entry under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:-
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, instant
free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon,
Sony, Technics. Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission,
Kef, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of
LaserDiscs.

PRACTICAL HI-Fi 84 Penny Street, Lancaster,
LAI IXN Tel- 01524 39657 - See our main entry
under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL Hi-Fl 33/35 Knowsley Street,
Bolton, Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main
entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 81 Whitegate Drive,
Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our
main entry under Lancaster.

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apoilo,
Audio Analogue, AVI, Bow Technologies,
C.AT.Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek. D.C.S.,
Dynalab, Graham, John Shearn, LA.T., Lumley,
M.L.T.. Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Sirius,
Stands Unique, Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend,
Transfiguration, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch,
X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30, Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street,
Ashby De La Zouch, LE65 |AN. For further
information call Michael on 01530 414128 or 0976
571875

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Speciaist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor. Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden. Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
time Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61
Aylestone Drive, Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street. Leicester, LEF SAW.
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 3758. Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Chario, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-
Fi, Linn AV51, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage,
Micromega, Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Musical
Technology, Myryad. Naim, Primare, Projekt
Furniture, QED, Systemline, Rega & Rotel. Multi
room design & Installation Service. 4 listening
lounges, Installation Service, Finance Available. Open
10-5.30 Monday to Saturday & | 1-4 Sundays.

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664
823282. Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology,
Ruark, UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-
Rax. As you can see from our agencies, we are open-
minded and able to present diverse options for your
appraisal. Unbiased and unhurried demonstrations by
appointment Iincl. evenings and weekends.

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEl SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753.
Fax: (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix,
Copland, Mission Cyrus, Marantz, Alchemist, Kef,
M&K, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogers,
Rotel, Sonus Faber,Talk Electronics,Teac,Technics,
Yamaha,etc.4 Demonstration Areas. We can
demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All
cards taken, Open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK -3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel: (0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega,
Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, |BL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo
& many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem rooms.
We can demonstrate, defiver and install. Credit
facilities and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LINCOLNSHIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO |7 Bridge Street. Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LNI 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers,
Harbeth, LFD, Michell, Origin Live Kinshaw, QED,
Royd. Sansui. Sequence, Something solid, Sonic Link,
etc. Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities. Free
installations and above all a personal, friendiy service.

STAMFORD HiI-Fl, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2A]. Tel: (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon,
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz. Mission, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary.
Home trial facilities, free installation and service
dept. Mastercard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance
available. Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursday's.

LONDON

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road. London,
NW2 2HR. Stockists of Bose, Boston, Clifford,
Denon, Jamo, JVC, Grundig. KEF, NAD, Onkyo,
Panasonic, Sony, Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in
Multi-Room Installations. Full service facilities. Credit
terms available. Open Mon-Sat [0am-6pm. Thurs
10am-Ipm. Tel: 0171 431 9133

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5
5AS. Tel: (0181) 567 8703. Audiotab, Audio
Analogue, Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics,
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Infinity, Ixos, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost.
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Roksan, Straight Wire, Sonic
Link, Target. Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul. Two dem
rooms. [nterest free credit, free local delivery &
installation, service department. ‘Hi-Fi Specialists
without the attitude’. Visa, Mastercard, Switch.

A.A.P DISTRIBUTION, Unit F, |71
Riverside Business Centre, Haldane Place,
London, SWI18 4UQ. Tel. 0181-875-9696
Distribution for Osborn high-end
loudspeakers (e.g. floorstanding Eclipse) and
Music labs audiophile amplifiers and digital
converters (e.g. 250 watt balanced input
stereo power amplifier). Write or phone for
details of these expensive but excellent value
products,

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission. NAD, Proac, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 858
Tel. 0181 579 6315 Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion,
Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, |BL, JVC,
Kenwood, Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES
range, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and
many more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities,
Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 SPL.Tel: 0i81 318
5755/0181 852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz. Linn,
Mission, Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2
domestic style listening lounges. Appts required,
service dept, home trial facilites, Int. free credit card,
instant credit. access, Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30,
Closed Thursday.

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist
dealers in high end quality second-hand equipment.
All main brands in stock including Krell, Audio
Research, Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn,
Naim, SME & many more. Generous price given on
trade-in. Part_exchange welcome. Also dealers for
Trichord, SME, Gamma, Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder &
many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for
full details see entry under SURREY

HiFl EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London WI. 0171 580 3535. Arcam, Audiolab.
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL, Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept. Credit
facilities, delivery and free instalfation.

K | WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St.. London
WIM 7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452,
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts
pref. Home trial. Installation by arrangement. Service
dept. Major credit cards. Interest free credit on
selected items. Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio
Alchemy, Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W
Castle, Chord, Copeland, DPA, Epos,Graaf, Harbeth,
KEF, Klipsch, Krell, Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Orelle, Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison
Research, Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 161 Old Brompton
Road, London SW5 OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax
(0171) 370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi,
Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME. Audio
Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin
Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink
Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz,
Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat
Petite. Mon-Sat |0-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea, swl |. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from
London’s freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer,
now in our second year. Telephone demonstrations,
or just pop in. All the usual, i.e. friendly and efficient
service, free home installation, credit cards, 0%
credit finance available (subject to status), plus..all
the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle
Acoustics, The Chord Co.. Denon, Epos, Kef,
Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat,
Quad, Rega. Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Yamaha and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH. Tel:0171 229 2077,
Fax: 0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters
available. Demonstration room available by
appointment. Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA,
Micromega, Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment Via,
Access, Visa, Cheques, Cash and interest free credit
facilities (details on request.) Open 10.30am-6.00pm,
Tue-Sat.

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car
Hi-Fi. we are dealers of: Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come
and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechape!
Rd, London, EI 1B]. Or call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384. Specialists
in our field of high end, high Fidelity Audio Products
incl: Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPI, Audiophysics,
Yamayuru, Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo,
XLO, Rockport, Michell, Impulse to name just a few!
We are also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-
dem and 2nd hand equipment too. 9.00am-7.00pm
Mon-Sat.
GREATER MANCHESTER

AUDIO COUNSEL, |4 Shaw Road, Oldham, OLI|
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502
Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record
Club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

ORPHEUS AUDIO. Passion for Total Fidelity...
Authorised Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Art
Audio, Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca,
Audio Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester,
Cabasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA, E.AR.,
Electrocompaniet, Forsell, Fullers, Gamma
Acoustics, Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice,
Lowther Voigt, Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle,
Orelle, Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord,
Pink Triangle, Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac,
Triangle, Trichord Research, Totem, Unison
Research, Yamamura Churchill, YBA and others.
Free delivery/installation. Call for list of part ex.
bargains. Demonstrations by arrangement in
Standish ()27 of the M6), or in your own home
without obligation. Tel: 01257 473175 (evening calls
welcome).

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street, Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4.8 St. Annes Parade
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz. NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, |PW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem. rooms.
No pressure!

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac -
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra -
Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME - Micheli - Heart
- Keswick and more by appointment only Tel: 0161
793 6742

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA |7 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.
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WIRRAL HIFI AUDIO CONSULTANTS
Telephone: 0151 343 0008
Professional Consultant Services
We believe in value for money. That's why we only
stock audio equipment that has been carefully
selected for its price, build, & most important
excellent sound quality. As a consultancy we
specialise in independent advice, with our help you
choose the right product or system and avoid a
costly mistake. We guarantee to put to together
the best system to suit your pocket. Agencies
include: DPA, Klyne Audio, Magnum Dynalab,
Monarchy, Orelle, Rose, Teac, XLO Cables,
Audiomeca, Audio Valve, Audio Analogue, Alon,
Bolder, Base, B.C.D., CAT., Cary Audio, Dynaudio,
Electroacompaniet, Golden Tube, Graaf, Groove
Tubes, Grado, Heybrook, |M Lab, Lyra, SD-
Acoustics, Sennheiser, Shun Mook, Sound Lab, Stax,
Sumiko, Transfiguration, Unison Research.
Demonstration facilities are by appointment. Easy
motorway access with parking. Please call for
friendly and courteous service.

MIDDLESEX

AUDIO T 159 Chase Side, Enfield. {0181} 367-
3132. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha
& many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES 4S High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.{0181) 569 S802. Fax. (0181) 569
63S3.

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 S53S . Fax. (018}) 952
$535. Most brands available - see full page
advert.Interest free credit. ask for details. Demo
rooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open
all week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order.
Part exchange.
NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Oid School, School
Road, Bracon Ash {Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR 4
BHG.Tel:(01508) $70 829. Stockists of the following
leading Hi-Fi:Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy,
Denon, Naim, Epos, Micromega, Heybrook,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, Beyer, Grado,
Sennheiser, Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
comprehensive demo rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
443693. Audio analyst and consultant. supplier of
quality new and second user audiophile equipment
for Norfolk and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of
Trichord Research, Orelle/XTC, Bandor, CableTalk
etc, please phone for full list. Computer aided
reports on your current system, advice updates etc.
Appointments only.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-FI At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the
best in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a
question of balance or a question of price, we're the
ones to help. We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer,
Aura, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel,
Kenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio,
JPW, Shearne Audio, Royd, Audio Alchemy, Teac
and many more. For more details call: 01536
310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NNI
IRS. Tel: (01604) 637871 Making Music with help
from Linn, Rega, Audiolab, Naim, Rega, Myryad,
Arcam, Denon, Rotel, Yamaha, Marantz, Castle,
Shahinian, Epos, KEF, Mission, Tannoy, Chord
Company, Cable Talk, Dynavector, Sumiko and
others. 2 listening rooms, Open |0am-5.30pm
(closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian
Way, Notungham, NG| 6GF. Tel. 01159 584 404.
Nottingham's newest & largest hi-fi & home theatre
store, serving the whole of the region. Brands
stocked include: Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint.
Boston Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chario, Chord
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland,
Jolida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon, Loewe,
Marantz, Mark Levinson, Micromega, Monarchy,
NHT, Naim, Nordost, Pink Triangle, Pioneer,
Project Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad,
Rel, Revox, Sheffield Lab, Solid Steel, Sonic
Frontiers, Sony Projection Systems, Stands Unique,
Stereophite, Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and
XLO. New brands arriving all the time. Large
showroom and three dem rooms. Home dems and
a full installation service are available - including
multiroom, Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday & Saturday; 11.30 am - 8.00 pm
Wednesday Out of hours appointments can also be
arranged.

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eldon Street,
Tuxford, Nr Newark. Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777
870372. Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds,
Micromega, DPA, Alchemist, CD developments,
SME, Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor
Audio + much more. Three demo rooms inc. Home
Cinema, home trial, free installation, service dept.
Access, visa, credit facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

Hi-Fl WORLD

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street. Hessett, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212.

purchaser and the d audiophile with the
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is long
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and service
and genuine interest in your needs. We have an
established reputation for achieving sound quality
benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive
range of carefully selected agencies. We are open
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1,30.
Visa/Mastercard/Amex. Deliveries nationwide and
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for more
information. Tel/Fax (0115} 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel:- 01602 786919.
Over 2S years experience, superb demo rooms,
extensive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace,
Wiallingford (midway between Oxford and Reading).
01491 839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short.
One Listening and one Home Cinema room. Home
trial, free installation. Service department. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

HI-CAM Buy/Sell Part Exchange. Gooc Quality
Audio Products. Equipment includes: Naim, Linn,
Audiolab, Kef, Mission, Krell, Meridian, Rel, Epos,
Also Prologic Equipment. Open Mon-Sun 10.00am -
8.00pm. For genuine & friendly service Tel.Fax
01844 260182 Mobile 0973 233380.

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
OX16 8LR. Tel (0129S) 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products. Mission,
NAD, Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary. service
dept. free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-S.30.

AUDIO T 19 Old High Street, Headington,
Oxford (01B65) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD.
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research,
Yamaha & more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-S.30. Thurs
untit B.00. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OXI IJE. Tel
(01865) 790879 Fax (01865) 79166S. Quad, Denon,
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL,
Demo room, Home trial and free installation.
Instant credit. Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD, |BL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, TDC, Yamaha,
Kenwood. Air conditioned listening rooms, on site
service and repair facilities

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street,
Shrewsbury, Shrops. SY| 2ES. Tel. 01743 23206S.
Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac.
Audio Visual, Products available. Open 9.30 -
5.30pm Mon-Sat.

SOMERSET

SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE Quality British
and European Hi-Fi. SME specialist, MK 2 Turntable
on demonstration. Michetl, Garrard, Tube
Technology etc. Ensemble cables, stands, Sovereign
valves, 01643 851351 anytime.

STAFFORDSHIRE

SOUND OF MUSIC The aiternative Hi-Fi shop.
01270 2t4143. AK.G,, A.V.l, Alchemist. B.C.D.,
Blueprint, Castle, Chord Co., Deva, Dynaudio,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, John Shearn, Kef,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost,
Ortofon, Project. Projekt Stands, Q.L.N., Restek,
Roksan, Stands Unique, Teac.

SUFFOLK

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound
Foundry! Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]:
loudspeakers, Adyton: amplifiers, Meracus:
CD transports, players, DAC's pre and
power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill:
cables and accessories, ART: Accessories
Mail Order Accessories/CD’s Cable/Amp
Stock Clearance:

Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo
hardware offers. Most major credit cards
accepted

"Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi
since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays.
Evening and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 é)L. Tel/fax: 01502
582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth,
JPW, Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha
surround sound. Audio Innovations, plus the
amazing ROTHWELL range. Separate dem room,
no appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

EASTERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, lpswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad,
Arcam. Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel,
Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers. Nakamichi,
Systemdek, Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy,
Morel Thorens and Top Tape. Also stock a wide
range of accessories. usual credit facilities. A BADA
dealer.

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm,
Borough Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel:
01449 675060. We offer genuine impartial advice
and demonstrations of quality audio equipment,
racks and accessories. Demonstration by
appointment here or in your own home. Some ex-
demo and second-hand equipment. Phone for a
consultation, demonstration, or price lists and
product information.

SURREY

INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KTt 4DA. Tel. 018t
943 3530. Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos,
Heybrook, Micromega, Naim Audio, Neat, Rega,
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Teac, Yamaha. Open Teues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

ROGERS HIFI 13 Bridge Street. Guildford, Surrey,
(01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Dual, JBL,
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz, Micromaga,
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myriad, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdexik, Tannoy,
TDL, Teac, Thorens. Dem facilities available, no
appts necessary, free installation, service dept.
Access/Visa. Instant credit upto £1,000 subject to
status. Monday-Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt.

SPALDINGS HI-FI 352-4 Lower Addiscombe
Rd.. Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654
1231/2040. 3 dem rooms and home dem. Free
installation/credit. Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad,
Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz,
Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 9-8, . Service dept. (3
Dem rooms incl. A.V. 0% credit).

SURREY HIFI 45 High Street. Godstone, Surrey,
RH9 BLS. (01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms &
Free parking available. “Home Cinema on
Demonstration.” Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose,
Marantz, Yamaha, M&K Sub-woofers, Musical
Fidelity, Cable Talk, Qudos, Stands Unique,
Alphason, Target. Partington, Atacama Stands, Bayer
Headphones, Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards,
Free installation service dept, Closed all day
Wednesday.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Street, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0181) 942
9567 or Fax. (0181) 336 0820. Six superb
dem rooms, Interest free credit on all leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

ZEBRA 1B-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon.
Tel:- 0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest
Home Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms.
Laser Disc CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many
brands stocked including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian,
Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha, REL and
Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All major credit
cards accepted. Finance available. Evening
d ations by appoi

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visul
Specialist with friendly helpful staff phone or visit us
at 6-18 Norman Road St. Leonards-on-sea, East
Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398. Meridian, Kef,
Ruark. |BL. Marantz, NAD, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Target, Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical
Fidelity, Dynaudio, Denon, Tannoy, B&W, Rotel,
Thorens. Interest free credit available subject to
status. Visa, Mastercard.

THE POWERPLANT "Brighton's Leading Hifi
Shop”. 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273
775978. Comfortable listening rooms.
Knowledgeable and approachable staff. Roksan,
Micromega, Exposure, Audiolab, Epos, Rotel,
Marantz. Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street. East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS. Tel/Fax {01342) 314569.
Hi-Fi, Home cimema + multi room specialists.
Authorised specialists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn {inc AV51), Marantz, Mission,
Naim, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc). Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, Thorens,
Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated demonstration rooms
- Hi-Fi & Home cinema. Service dept 0% finance
available 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel/fax Brighton 01273
276716. We specialise in the assembly of natural
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high
quality valve amplification and high efficiency
loudspeakers. f dynamic, effortless sound with
natural timbre appeals to you give us a ring. If you
prefer small strained wearing transistor sound don't
bother. If you are a first time buyer bewildered by
the amount of choice and opinion give us a ring
anyway. Selected components from: Arcadia, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bravura,
Goldring, Living Voice, SME, Voyd. Relaxed
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment.
Appointments only please. Visa/Access. No Credit

WARWICKSHIRE

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 5E). Tel:
01926 888644. Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail:
k.browne@bbcnes.org.uk. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD,
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama,
Technics, Trichord, TDL, Rel, Ixos. Single speaker
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We
also have full demonstration of Projection T.V. with
Laserdisc and full Pro Lcgic systems. Part exchange
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We
have in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Call for our
latest catalogue.

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE |2 Regent St, Rugby,
Warwks CV2| 2QF. Tel: 01788 $40772. Agents
for: Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion,
Denon, Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha &
many more. 2 year warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All Major
Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring
Now For Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday
9-5.30. Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It
It’s Probably Not Worth Having.

STRATFORD HI-FI i0a Chapel Street. Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533,
Arcam. B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Demonstration room. Service facilities.
Mail order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30
Monday to Saturday. all major credit cards.

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston.
Tel. 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audiolab, Audio
Research, B+W, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus,
Denon, Dali, Jamo, |BL Kef, Krell, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rel, Rotel, SME.
Theta, Yamaha. A wide range of Classical CDs are
available. Visa, Access. Switch, Amex, Diners open
Tues-Sat 10-5.30 late night Thurs until 7.00, Also
situated in 93/9S Hobs Moat road. Sofihull.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE (63
Spon Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax:
01203 631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama
Aura - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apolio -
Bang & Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable
Talk - Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual
Foundation - Heybrook - IXOS - Kef Reference -
JBL - JPW - Jamo - Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz -
Meridian - Monitor Audio - Micromega - Mission -
Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short -
Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon -
Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad -
QED - REL - Rega - Revolver - Rogers - Rotel -
Royd - Sennheiser - Systemdek - Target - Teac -
Technics - Tannoy - Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hul -
Wessex - Yamaha Much Much More In Store on 3
Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo
Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 A/V Demo
Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service
Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. Alt Credit Facilities.
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm
Monday to Saturday.

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol St., Birmingham, B3
TAH Tel. 0121 622 2230 Fax 0121 666 6795. Tues-
Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy music at home with a
system from Griffin Audio. We demonstrate and
install the very best hi-fi, with systems from £500 to
£25 000. Ask for Bob. Tim or Alex. Stockists of
Arcam, Denon, Linn, Musical Technology, Naim,
Quad, Rega, Shahinian, Stax.

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The
Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 244S & High
Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the ASDA
shopping centre} Tel 01922 493499, Hosts 4
private studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with
Tube & LCD Projectors. The best in hi-fi from
Naim, Arcam, Audiolab, Chord, Meridian, Monitor
Audio and many mo-e. So... if you've taken time to
read this, please let us make you welcome. Phone
0121 321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for
Walsall. Call in and to browse our exciting display
of hi-fi and home cinema equipment. Mail order
available, interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6
days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call for late night.
Expert Advice, Cable Dressing and Installation.

WILTSHIRE
AUDIO T 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793)
$3B222. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,

Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim,
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Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms.
Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, i5 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony,
Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed
atmosphere. Professional advice, Home dem
available. Service department, Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH &
BRISTOL heading

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'.
Please see main lineage entry under 'Avon’

WORCESTERSHIRE

COLORAMA H-Fl 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher
Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Marantz, Rotel, Harman Kardon, Ixos, Sennheiser,
Teac, NAD, Onkyo, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W. Full
Pro-logic products. In-store integrated dem
facilities. No appts required, service dept. Access,
Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thursday's.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 18, Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY || 5AD. Tel.
01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.0pen seven
days a week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment.
Evening demos arranged.2 demo rooms, home
demos. Part exchange always welcome,service
facility, free delivery. Analogue Hi-End specialist.
Agencies include Roksan,Rega, Audionote, Audio
Alchemy, Apogee, Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook,
Sonic link, Q.L.N. and many more.Access, Visa and
Switch, finance on request.

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's
Tel: 01527 872460. Aura, Apollo, Audioquest, b&w,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, jbl, jvc, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, nad, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer,
qged, rel, Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy,
Thorens, etc, 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home
Cinema Specialists, 0% Finance available on selected
products, Part Exchange welcome, on site service
dept; wide range of television, video, mini systems
etc. in stock.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 158 Ombersly
Road, Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046.
Fax. 01905 457585. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz,
Nakamichi, NAD, Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian,
B&W, Audio Research, Krell, Martin Logan, Arcam.
9-5.30 Mon-Sat. eve’s by appt only.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

HARROGATE HI-FI, I5 Commercial Street,
Harrogate, N.Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England,
including Lumley valve amplification, Audio Research,
Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Castle,
Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD,
Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon, Project, Silver
Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home Cinema dems.
Home dems. {appts. not always required). Service
Deptt. All major credit cards accepted. Credit
facilities available. Open 10-6. Why? Because music
matters.

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
587397. "Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist. B&W,
Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA. Densen, Denon, DNM,
EAR, Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse,
KAR, KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer,
REL. Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio,
Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC,
TDL. Tube Technology, Vivanco and many others.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HIF} STUDIOS DONCASTER Hi-Fi Studios.
Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 8SA. Tel/Fax: (01302)
781387/540045. Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Pro-
Ac, Ruark, Castle, TEAC, Unison Research, T+A.
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist,
Michell Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios,
Blueprint, Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living Voice,
Densen, Celestion, (A Series only), Opera, Etalon,
Audio Physic, Trichord Research, Yamaha and
Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations.
Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics,
Ortofon, Ringmat Developments, Audio Technica,
Goldring, Listening Rooms, Home Trial, Free
delivery, and installation. 2 years Guarantee. Access
& Visa. 10-8pm Tues - Fri,

10-6pm Sat, Closed Monday. Phone for further
information and FREE fact-pack.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Westgate
Chambers, Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184
Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 -
Audio Alchemy, Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio
Quest. Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celestion,
Denon, Jamo, John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn,
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Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers
(Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Tannoy "D”, T.D.L, Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms
(6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest
free credit (details available upon request), up to 5
years guarantee.

SOUNDWAVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,
York, YO3 7HA. Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl.
NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin Vega, Teac, Kenwood,
Ortofon, Alchemist. Jamo and many others. in-house
workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes. Dem-
room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! just
good equipment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate,
York Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully
chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam,
B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema
and Multi-room facilities. Service Department. Home
installations. Instant Credit and major credit cards .
Closed Mondays. Phone for chat and more details.

VICKERS HI-FI 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904)
629659. There's a lot we could say - but it's all there
already in our ad in this issue. (See Main ad index on
page 130 to find Vickers) ..Why not look at the
whole picture!

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross
Church St, Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W,
Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, ect.
Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.
Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit
facilities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield (01924) 255045. A
brand new company offering a range of exciting
Audiophile products carefully selected and
professionally demonstrated. Equipment includes
Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classé, cable
Talk. DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora. Mirage,
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others.
demonstration facilities, Home demonstrations &
Free installation. Part Exchange & used equipment
Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 §535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist.
now at new larger premises

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

RIVER HI-FI 28 Church Crescent, Dumfries
(situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel.
01387 267048 Fax. Mobite; 0468 038306.
Selected Agencies include: Naim, Rega,
Roksan, Ruark, Alchemist, Pro-Ac, Kef,
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy. Orelie,
Rotel, Teac, Audiomeca, Triangle, Castle,
Opera, Infinity, Densen, Musical Fidelity,
Neat, Revox, Apogee, Ortofon, Pro-ject
Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Grado,
Primare, Jeff Rowland, Marston, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van den
Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc.

*Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms
*Appointments and home demonstrations
available.

LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711, Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EHé
5QG. Tel: 013} 555 3963 Fax: 013} 555 3964.
Audio Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell,
Roksan, Rotel, DNM, Marantz. AV, Martin Logan,
Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta
Digital, Transparant Audio, Alchemist,Quadraspire,
Stands Unique. Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full
Workshop, Delivery and Installation. Open Mon-Sat
10-6.00 pm. Piease phone for a map or contact
Raoul, John, Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-F| 441 Holburn Street. Aberdeen.
Tel: 01224 585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Celestion, Denon, Dual. Epos. Heybrook, ION,
Kenwood, Creek, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus,
M.S., NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox,
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale,
Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound
Foundation, 22 Nelson Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire.
KAl IBA. (01563) 574185. Equipment by Sugden,
Audio Note, ProAc, Harbeth, Michell, Castle, Voyd,
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full
credit facilities available, ali major credit cards
accepted

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0131 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co,, 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141
226 5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street,
Finniestone, Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: (0141) 221 0221
- not just another hi-fi shop, combining friendly
advice with specially selected products and the
keenest prices. Three dem rooms and full service
installation facilities. Interest Free Credit available on
selected products. Naim, Exposure, Alchemist,
Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek. Aiwa, Kef,
Tannoy, TDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat
10.00am - 6.00pm. Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm.
Complimentary parking at PC World, Finniestone
Street.

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow, Tel: 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix.
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical
sound for your budget and if you take the time to
visit us we will take the time to return the
compliment with free installation of your chosen
equipment. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday
Installation Nation-wide Interest free credit available

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA i7 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See
our main ad under Cheshire.

ELECTRO TRADER 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos
on Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN.
(01492) 548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN
DEALER FOR THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha,
NAD, Harman, Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Heco,
Infinity, KEF, JBL, Sugden,Tannoy, Rotel Michi,
Haybrook, Acoustic Research, Ruark and Soundstyle
tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts. preferred.
Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa, Open 9.30 -
1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061.
Call now for price list, UK or overseas. Hi end new
and pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home
trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and
repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

CLONEY AUDIO 55 Main Street, Blackrock,
Dublin, Tel.2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887 Products
include: Arcam, Classe, Philips, Rogers, Epos, B&W,
Naim Audio, Meridian and others. Open Tues/Sat
10am-6pm. Thurs/Fri ‘till 9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tei:
(00 353) 1 4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We alf
have two ears and one mouth - use them
accordingly. We only stock the best products, based
on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales
patter, Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and installation.
Full service department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6

VINYL / RECORD MAIL ORDER

AUDIOPHILE UK LTD 214 Station Road,
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2PH. Specialists in high
quality, new and used vinyl & CD. Telephone order:
01932 701248 Fax order: 01932 701162. E-mail
order: sales@audiophile.co.uk. Order your copy of
our free monthly flyer and get the most up to date
information on new releases plus the thousands of
mint used LPs we hold in stock. As well as this we
stock interconnects, record cleaning materials,
isolation feet and many more accessories. Callers
welcome by appointment. Hours Mon - Fri 7.00am
5.00pm and occasional Saturdays.

ABERGAVENNY MUSIC 23 Cross Street,
Abergavenny, S. Wales. NP7 SEW Tel: 01873
853394. 9am - 5pm Monday-Saturday. E-mail:
abermusic@compuserve.com. All major credit
cards accepted. Abergavenny Music is a specialist
classical music shop carrying a wide stock of CDs &
Tapes. We regret we do not stock vinyl. Please
phone for prompt personal service. Any item in
stock can usually be posted on same day. First class
free p&p. We welcome any enquiry or order.

DIVERSE MUSIC {2 Upper Dock Street,
Newport, Gwent. NP9 IDF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.
Internet site htep://www.diverse-music.co,uk.
Phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diverse-music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available.
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Switch, JCB.. New and
forthcoming releases: Blue Note 180gm LPs - re-
issued on |4th April {very limited) also large current
and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £1.00 Ist
LP, additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) Please
contact us for more details and catalogues.

LIONEL’S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds,
SG18 878B. Tel: 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462. E-
Mail: mafe34@dial.pipex.com We stock a large
range of quality assured secondhand viny!, covering
the whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteed, and we will professionally clean records
prior to posting, if requested. All albums are priced
to sell quickly {from £}.00/L.P.), and Worldwide
Export is a speciality. Send A4 S.A.E. or Phone
01767 314936 now for free catalogue.

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern
Equipment, Records & CD’s, Tele/fax Steve on
01992 620905

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VPl record cleaning
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve.
Mobile fidelity, Decca, Absolute Analogue,
Testament, MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of
analogue accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax
01425-654400 for orders or catalogues.

VIVANTE - Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton
Wick, Surrey KTI 4DB. Tel: 0181 977 6600. Fax:
0181 977 4445 One of the UK's largest importer
and distributor of audiophile and conventional vinyl
is now operating a mail order service specialising in
jazz and classical reissues. Labels include Decca,
London, Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI,
Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS, Milestone,
Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue
available. Access/Visa accepted.

WOODSTOCK RECORDS - 22 Heritage Close,
St Albans, Herts AL3 4EB Tel/Fax 01727 846 907,
Shop opening Mon 930-5.30 Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Widest range of new and
used vinyl in the region plus CD’s, tapes and
accessories. (10.000 x 10" poly covers just arrived)
Accessories and vinyl lists available from July Ist...
A4 /SAE or 2 IRC’S for action! OFFER* 50 CD cases
£7 collected.
-------- VINTAGE-----ecee

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574, E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought. sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad {look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough
Road, Northampton, NN | 4DU. Tel: { 01604)
231261/845138. Mobile: (0370) 877893 Urgently
required: compact disc collections, hi-fi separates,.
especially Linn products, Naim Audio, Cyrus
Electronics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electronics,
almost anything British/American. Cash waiting, part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl, Nicam video
recorders, DAT players. Single speaker dem room.
All equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit
Cards accepted. Please phone anytime for stock
update.

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought. sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad (look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

CHOICE HI-FI/Hi-Fi Exchange Open 10am-8pm, 7
days by appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181
392 1994. Agents for Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC,
Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma, Van den
Hul, Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight
Wire, Target, Trichord, Trilogy, VPI, XLO and many
more. We offer: generous part exchange, your
equipment purchased, show room/dem room, single
speaker dem room, trade in policy, credit card
facilities, mail order, export service, finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic
music can sound, please call for for an appointment.
(day or evening). Objective advice, comfortable
listening, home-demonstration, free installations,
part exchange, repairs and superb service. Acoustic
Precision, Air Tagent. ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe,
EAD, Fanfaare, Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage,
Monrio, Muse, Notts, Analogue, Opera, Ortofon,
SD, Sirius, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI.
High Wycombe (01494) 437892

TO ADVERTISE IN
DIAL A DEALER CALL
AMANDA SWEENEY ON
0171 289 3533
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by Peter Herring

This month we boldly go into the strange sound world of lannis Xenakis. And,
yes, that is The Four Seasons, Jim, but definitely not as we know it!

Matthaus-Passion (St
Matthew Passion),
BWV244

Gerd Turk, Hans Jorg
Mammel, tenors; Geert
Smits, Peter Kooy,
basses; Johannette
Zomer, soprano;
Andreas Scholl,
countertenor; Choir of
the Netherlands Bach
Society; Boys’ Choir of
St Bavo, Haarlem;
Baroque Orchestra of
the Netherlands Bach
Society; conductor, Jos
van Veldhoven
CHANNEL CLASSICS

CCS 11397 (3-CD SET)
(DDD/164.55)

Although now seldom
performed in its strict liturgical
context, maintaining a
balance between the
devotional and the dramatic
remains the cornerstone of
any interpretation of the St
Matthew Passion. Towering
musical masterpiece it may
be, but the work was
originally intended as a part -
albeit a significant one - of the
entire Lutheran vespers
service for Good Friday. It is
for this reason that Bach
concludes with Christ’s
entombment, not his
Resurrection, which of course

HI-FI WORLD

would have been celebrated
on Easter Sunday.

At least a passing
acquaintance with the work’s
primary function should surely
underpin any performance.
Equally, it is vital that the
listener is left in no doubt
about the flesh-and-blood
reality of the torment and
suffering portrayed. While a
melodramatic theatricality
would be both tasteless and
inappropriate, lofty
detachment does Bach’s
conception a similar
disservice. In steering a
successful course between
these extremes, abmost as
much responsibility resides
with the key vocal soloists as
with the conductar. This is the
fundamental strength of Jos van
Veldhoven’s realisation of the
Passion, a collabaration
principally between Dutch and
German forces recorded in
concert in Utrecht during
March last year.

Central to the performance
is the excellent tenor Gerd
Turk who brings a compelling
authority to the linchpin role of
the Evangelist. Here, above all,
it is essential to have a singer
of both intelligence and clarity,
one able to invest the passages
of Gospel narrative which bind
the work together with a
suitable degree of animation
and resonance. Vitally, Turk
sounds as though he’s
intimately concerned with
telling a story, and is fully
aware of the terrible
significance of the words he is
uttering.

No less convincing is the
bass Geert Smits who, while
sustaining the essential dignity,

nevertheless brings a touching
humanity to the role of Christ.
Other outstanding solo
performances come from
soprano Johannette Zomer and
countertenor Andreas Scholl,
who is at his finest in that most
heartfelt of arias, Erbarme
Dich. The Netherlands Bach
Society Choir, too, is in
resounding voice, and bold
enough to take the libretto at
its word when it indicates
crowd scenes as “a mob”.

Jos van Veldhoven’s
approach leans towards the
expansive rather than the
incisive, but his performance
is not lacking in immediacy or
urgency as he directs both the
vocal and instrumental
ensembles with sureness and
sensitivity. Unusually, in his
double orchestra, Veldhoven
dispenses with a second organ
and instead introduces a
harpsichord into the continuo
department, but rather than
adding colour, its metallic
jangle is annoyingly intrusive
in the otherwise well-
balanced orchestral picture. In
contrast, the obbligato
instrumental contributions
never outstay their welcome,
and the overall warmth of the
sound, with its slightly soft-
edged quality, is most
appealing. Audience noise is
minimal.

Those daunted by the
‘monumental’ tag attached to
the St Matthew Passion and the
spurious mystique surrounding
it will find the door to Bach’s
musical and philosophical
universe painlessly opened by
this unpretentious,
wholehearted, yet polished
Channel Classics production.

/i Gt

Les Saisons Amusantes
(arr. Chedeville)
Concertos for Violin and
Orchestra, Op8 Nosl,
3 and 4 (Spring, Autumn
and Winter)/Concerto for
Violin and Orchestra,
Op8 No9/Violin
Sonata Nol2 in A
minor, Op2 No2

Recorder Sonata in A
major, Op13

The Palladian Ensemble;
Richard Egarr,
harpsichord and organ;
Nigel Eaton, hurdy-
gurdy; Jean-Pierre
Rasle, baroque musette
LINN RECORDS CKD070
(DDD/59.53)

Any case for a moratorium on
recordings of The Four Seasons
would have my earnest
approval. However, the
seemingly insatiable appetite
for these concertos is by no
means a recent phenomenon.
Following the publication of
Vivaldi’s Opus 8, titled Il
Cimento dell’armonia e
dell’inventione (The Trial of
Harmony and Invention), of
which the Four Seasons are
part, in 1725, the music took
fashionable Europe by storm.
The ’Red Priest’ of the Pieta in
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THE listening rooms

RRP SALE
CD PLAYERS
Micromega Stage | £549.90 £359.00 D
Micromega Stage 2 £699.99 £44999 D
Micromega DA £699.99 £449.00 D
Meridian 563 DAC £895.00 £499.00 D
Theta GEN 5A DAC £6500.00 £3895.00 D
Trichord Revelation £799.00 £559.00 D
Trichord Genisis £549.00 £389.00 D
Arcam Delta 270 CD VGC £799.00 £399.00 D
Revox 225 CD £299.00 S/H
AMPLIFIERS
AudiResearch VT60 . £1995.00 £1395.00 D
Audio Research VT 60 SE (Few months old,serviced) £2495 £1695.00 S/H
Meridian 501 Pre Amp £695.00 £449.00 D
Linn LK1/LLK2 Pre/Power £295.00 S/H
Audiolab PPA Phono Stage £899.00 £579.00 D
Audiolab 8000M x2 Power Amp £1698.00 £1099.00 D
Micromega Tempo 2 Am, £899.00 £579.00 D
Meridian 541 Processor/Pre £1095.00 £699.00 D
Angstrom Processor/Pre £3495.00 £1999.00 D
Krell KSA 200 S £4895.00 S/H
LOUDSPEAKERS
Manln Logsn Aerius (BIk) £2199.00 £998.00
peakers, Black £995.00 £599.00 D
Lmn Kabers Black £1000.00 D
Kef Reference 2 Rosetta £1999.00 £1199.00 D
Kef Reference 3 Rosetta £2099.00 £1499.00 D
rlams ES 12 £500.00 £350.00 D
eridian Active S/Woofer (As New) £850.00 £637.00 D
Audioplan Kontropunkt inc. Stands £375.00 S/H
Audioplan Kontrast I (Rosewood) £849.00 S/H
TUNERS/CASSETTE DECKS
Rotel RT870L Tuner £119.00 S/H
Revox B2135 Casssette Deck £495.00 S/H

D = EX DEMONSTRATION S/H = SECOND HAND
THE LISTENING ROOMS LTD
161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SW5 OLJ
TEL: 0171 - 244 7750/59 FAX: 0171 - 370 0192
Mon-Sat 10-6pm

CENTRE ELECTRONICS

‘CENTRE HOUSE’ 345 STOCKFIELD ROAD YARDLEY
BIRMINGHAM B25 8JP
TELEPHONE 0121 706 0261
Retail Shop Hours Mon-Tues 7-9pm Thurs-Sat 10-4pm

We have pleasure to announce that a range of
“Billington” Audio Valves are now available at our
retail shop counter. Audio valves of all leading makes
and types of vintage and recent manufacture.

A full catalogue of “Billington” Audio Valves and
Accessories is also available at only £3.00 inc P+P. Other
services offered include Electroplating of Chassis parts
small or large items in gold, silver nickel, chrome also
special paint finishes including Crackle and Stove
Enamel. Complete or part restoration of Vintage Audio,
Radio equipment also Kit Builds. Suppliers of rare
parts including Transformers (rewinding undertaken)
Capacitors Plugs and Sockets, Service data for Vintage
Audio and Radio equipment. Valve testing and
matching service . Interesting stock of Vintage Audio
and Radio equipment always on display.

WANTED - Top prices paid for Valves and Valve Audio
equipment and Accessories

Worldwide mail order service available small orders
accepted. “Billington valves - no minimum order.”

Special Evening opening hours Mon-Tues 7pm-9pm

(the S e nssmrermesr Sililly

A e éﬁ&‘/ SO s RETSTE S

AMPLIFIERS: Was: SALE
Myriad MC120 £599.00 £289.95
Talk Storm 1 Phono £550.00 £419.95
Talk Storm 2 Line £650.00 £499.95
Talk Hurricane 1 £500.00 £399.95
Talk Tornado 1 £450.00 £359.95
Cyrus 2 + PSX (S/H) £550 plus  £299.95
CD PLAYERS:

EIKOS £1800.00 £1399.00
Rotel RCD 970 £350.00 £249.00
DAC CONVERTERS:

ARCAM Delta B/Box 50 £350.00 £189.95
"DAC IN A BOX" £229.00 £159.95
QED plus MMA P/Supply  £250.00 £79.95

Most sale items are either new or ex demonstration models and are covered by our full one year guarantees.
Please phone either branch for further details. Mail Order plus £7 per single item. Access, Visa, Switch

SPEAKERS: Was:
Castle Howard £1399.00 £749.00

Heybrook Quartet & Stands £750.00  £499.00
Heybrook Sextet £1300.00 £899.00
Epos ES11 & Stands (S/H)  £600.00  £349.00
ATC10 (Grill Damaged) £999.00 £549.00
Ruark Talisman (S/H) Mint  £599.00  £350.00

Definitive BP2002
A.V. AMPLIFIERS etc:

£2400.00 £1799.00

Yamaha DSPE393 (S/H) £250.00 £150.00
Yamaha DSPA590 (S/H) £330.00 £179.00
Denon Prologic Decoder £429.00 £159.00
QUAD:

77 Integrated Amplifier £749.00 £429.00
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YEOVIL TAUNTON
110, Middle Street 54, Bridge Street
Yeovil Taunton
Somerset Somerset
L 01935-479361 01823-326688 )
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Venice became a cult
composer: just about anything
with the name Vivaldi attached
to it would sell, and for some
this was too good an opening
to miss. One such opportunist
was the French musician,
Nicolas Chedeville, whose
chief claim to fame was to
have been elevated to the
curious status of high priest of
the hurdy-gurdy.

In the early part of the 18th
century, it was the fad among
French aristocracy to indulge
in a brand of faux-naif rusticity
- not unlike today’s green-
welly brigade. Safely within
the confines of their estates,
they pursued what they
imagined to be an idyllic
peasant lifestyle (omitting, of
course, the poverty and
misery). This involved making
music with ‘rustic’ instruments,
among which they numbered
the hurdy-gurdy and the
bagpipes.

This bucolic buffoonery
was, literally, music to the ears
of the self-styled “master of the
musette (a kind of upper-class
bagpipe) to the ladies of
France”, Nicolas Chedeville. As
well as teaching the wives,
daughters and, doubtless,
mistresses of the aristocracy,
Chedeville also had a nice line
in making their instruments and
writing music for them. To
supplement his own efforts, he
also made arrangements of
other composers’ works,
among them The Four Seasons.
However, Chedeville did not
produce a straight transcription:
he freely swapped movements
around, reworked others, and
omitted Summer altogether,
replacing it with a concerto

Hi-FI WORLD

from Vivaldi’s Opus 9. The title
he gave to his efforts was Les
Saisons Amusantes.

This wasn't the first
occasion that Chedeville had
taken liberties with Vivaldi’s
reputation. He had previously
published a set of his own
recorder sonatas, 1l Pastor Fido,
as Vivaldi’s and, as he had
expected, this ensured healthy
sales. But Chedeville had
overlooked one thing: in order
to collect the royalties he
would have to own up to the
deception (which he did).

True to Chedeville's title, his
Saisons are both amusing and
enjoyable, especially when
played with such evident relish
as here. The augmented
Palladian Ensemble, with those
two masters of their
instruments, Nigel Eaton (he of
Blowzabella, Ancient Beatbox
and Whirling Pope Joan) on
hurdy-gurdy and Jean-Pierre
Rasle on musette, produces a
ripely colourful and piquant
sound, and in the process
makes a convincing case for
Chedeville. His arrangements
will never displace the
originals, but they are far from
being the poor relations (though
it helps to have playing of such
enthusiasm and vitality).

Finally, to demonstrate that
there is more than the Saisons
to both Vivaldi and Chedeville,
members of the ensemble play
virtuoso pieces by each
composer. Rachel Podger is the
eloquent soloist in a violin
sonata by the former, while
Pamela Thorby produces the
sweetest of sounds in a fine
recorder sonata by the latter.
Chedeville, you are left feeling,
offers more than curiosity value.

A Colone/Nuits/
Serment/Knephas
New London Chamber
Choir; Critical Band;
conductor, James
Wood

HYPERION CDA66980
(DDD/58.04)

Music and mathematics may be
entwined in the compositions of
lannis Xenakis but, as these
performances vividly
demonstrate, that has not
inhibited their emotional charge
or physical impact. Quite the
opposite: with their
unconventional, even bizarre
effects, and richly idiomatic
vocal language, these must
number among the most
challenging pieces in the choral
repertoire. And, like his music,
the career of the 76-year-old
Xenakis has developed along
far-from-conventional lines.
Born in Romania in 1922 of
Greek parents, Xenakis's family
moved to Athens when he was
10. His early studies as an
engineer were interrupted by
the Second World War, during
which Xenakis enlisted in the
Greek resistance movement. He
was periodically imprisoned
and, in 1945, was severely
injured, ironically not by
German guns but by a British
mortar attack. In 1947, by now

under sentence of death from
the new rulers of Greece, he
escaped to Paris where,
alongside his work with the
architect Le Corbusier, he began
to refine his raw musical talents.

Largely self-taught in music
(although he took lessons with
Olivier Messiaen), Xenakis
published his first composition,
Metastatis, in 1954 and quickly
established himself as one of the
most strikingly original
personalities in contemporary
music. Drawing upon his earlier
academic inclinations, the
principals of geometry and
mathematics, and most
significantly the theories of
mathematical probability,
became the governing factors in
Xenakis's compositional
processes (he coined the term
“stochastic music” for his work).
However, inspiration also came
from less abstract sources, such
as classical Greek theatre.

The diversity of Xenakis's
choral music is well portrayed
in the five works here which
begin with Medea of 1967, a
setting of 79 verses from the
eponymous text by the first-
century Roman philosopher
Seneca. By some measure, this
“stage music” (as Xenakis
describes it) is the longest work
in the programme and its score
for men’s chorus and
instrumental ensemble has a
raw, even raucous vitality and
directness. As elsewhere, the
singers of the New London
Chamber Choir embrace
Xenakis's demanding style with
enthusiasm and remarkable
facility; and the contribution of
the instrumentalist of the Critical
Band is equally proficient and
committed.
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Piano Concertos
No 22, x357 & No 23, nass

ROBERT LEVIN
tortepranc

e Acsaey ot

Aricwnt s
CHRISTOPHER
HOGWOOD

Piano Concerto No22
in E flat major, K482
et al

Robert Levin,
fortepiano; The

Academy of Ancient
Music; conductor,
Christopher Hogwood
L'OISEAU-LYRE 452 052-2
(DDD/58.33)

A crucinl element of Rohert
Levin and Christopher

¢ IRWON iwl's ovele of the
Mozatt plano concertos, of
which this is the fifth
instalment, has been the
attempt to convey some ol
that spontaneity and
anticipation which waoule
have surroundecl
performances in the

composer s time. Given that

Also dating from 1967, Nuits
was Xenakis's forceful and
angry response to the political
situation in his homeland,
Greece at that time being in the
grip of a military dictatorship.
Dedicated to all those
imprisoned for their beliefs - as
Xenakis himself had been - the
‘text’ to Nuits is synthesised
from Sumerian and ancient
Persian but the work is wholly
dependent for its impact not on
semantics, but on sound alone.
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DRD OF THE MONTH

these concertos have been
the staple tare of pramsts both

eal ang not-so-groal over
two centures, and been
recorded on countless
OUCASIONS, any eftort o turr
the clock back to 1 Bth

century Viennag

wld seem a
fruitiess quest. Yet
undentahbly, these
perormances of twoof the
most popular among the
malure concertos have an

exceptional freshness, due
mainly to the boldness and
imagination of the saloist,

Robert Levin.

Wa have become
accustomed to maodem
recordings being described as
“scruputous” and “raithiul to
the composer’s intentions
The kind of tinkering with the
score that certain performers
regularty and cheertully
indulged inis now viewed as
arragzant and insupportable
However, admirable as it is in
many respects; this
preoceupation with accuracy
and fidelity frequently runs the
risk of depesonalising the very
thing it seeks to promotae
witness the abundlance of well

played and well-conducted

And what sounds: a startling
repertoire of howls, wails,
growls and violent shrieks, and
yet an unexpectedly coherent
one, for which the precision and
control exercised by conductor,
James Wood, and his twelve-
voice ensemble must take a fair
degree of credit.

In A Colone of 1977,
Xenakis once again combines
voices and instruments to
brilliant effect, this time
utilising a text from Sophocles’

vel utterly unrmoving and
anadyne recordings of the so-
called ‘standard repertoire’

In welcome contrast,
Robert Levin does not accedhs
to the opinion that Mozart's
scores are tablets-of stone
which you tamper withy at your
pertl, which is not ta suggest
that either he or his
accompanist take
unaccepliable liberfies with
what appears on the page.
Rather. Levin does exactly
what Mozart would have done
in concert: he embellishes, he
decorates, he fleshes out the
skeletal passagework with
dashes of glittering colour
(Mozan often left the solo
writing in his piano concetos
in virtually sketch form
because he knew what he, the
soloist, would he daing

Levin contindes the ;n)h( v
of previous recordings in this
series in improvising his own
cadenzas @pparentiy his even
differ between takes during the
recording sesstons). Displaying
a degree of plain audacity
elects to improvise a cadenza
in the opening allegro of the A
major concerto, K488, a

movement where, uniquely

Oedipus At Colonus. The
atmosphere here verges on the
ceremonial, whereas that of
Knephas (Darkness) of 1990 is
shot through with rage and
sorrow, again to striking effect.
Finally, Serment (Oath), from
1981 and the shortest work in
the programme, is another
vocal tour-de-force, by turns
complex and austere.

Given confident and
strongly-projected
performances, and a finely-

World Radio Histo

Mozart’s own cadenza is fully
notated in the orchestral score.

Levin makes splendid use
of the space offered by
Hogwood's relatively relaxed
tempos in the orchestral
accompaniment, perhaps
gilding the lily a little too much
only in the adagio of K488

[here s much o enjoy
0o, in the ploying of the
period instruments of the
Academv of Ancient Music,
especially in the more
extrovert £ llat concerto, K482,
and the orchestral sound 1s
full, clear and micely balanced
with the fortepiano. The limbre
of this mstrumient, a 1986
replica of a 1790s Viennese
fortepiano by Anton Walter,
initially takes some getting

el 1o (at imes it has a
peculiardy harp-like quality)
but all doubts are quickly cast
aside by the seable musit
making.

From first heating, Levin
and Hogwood's Mozart makes
FOr 1ascinatong lx-l('mu;: ancl
it's a fascination 'm sure will
be retained. even if the
concept of “repeated
spontaneity’ is a contradiction

in terms!

focused, open sound that
illuminates the often dense
textures, this Hyperion
recording makes awelcome
addition to the limited Xenakis
discography. It's an essential
purchase for those already
initiated into his music, and
those whose curiosity has been
aroused will find it a stimulating
introduction, not least thanks to
Nouritza Matossian’s insightful
booklet notes, to an exotic and
unique sound worlde
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www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

or Email: edit@ hi-fiworld.co.uk
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The very best in 511'- ;
Accessories for over

"YU R E
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...the essence of a live
performance, the passion...

the emotion... the sensuality.
Y just can't beat it!

But you can come close, that's
why you own a hi-fi system.
That's also why you need to
use the very best cables you
can afford, because only then,
can you be sure that your
system is being allowed to
work to it's full potential.

We at QED recognise that the
only way to ensure the best
results, is to insist on an
unparalleled level of signal
accuracy. To prove this, we
undertook one of the most
comprehensive studies ever
undertaken, on how and why
cables effect system
performance*. Not that you
need to worry about the
technicalities, all you have to
’ do is enjoy the results!

A summary of this research “The
Genesis Report" is available on request.

For a colour brochure on the full
product range call us now on
(01276) 451166

QED
—

QED Audio Products Ltd,
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close,
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 5XU
Fax:(01276) 452211
Email:panic@qed.co.uk
Internet:http://www.qed.co.uk

T H E

Qnect 2

Price from £27.00/pair

MARCH 98

LB & ¢

MARCH 98

"Qnect 2 was one of the
best-liked cables in the
test. Qnect 2 fully
deserves a Best Buy."

"Great price, great
cable, well made.
Nifty name, neat plugs.
Five stars. Next..."

Qudos Silver

Price around £4.95/m

"owhat a fubulous little cable this is!? Insightful,
involving and able 1o dredge out even the smallest
of details, ...In a sensibly-priced system (say, L1000
or so) it's a bargain.

Qudos Orginal

"Sensational sound...
You won't find a better
cable at this price.”

Price around £2.25/m

APRIL 96

Profile 4 x 4

"This is incredibly

N —
good value cable, ; o
revealmg. clarity (uu{ : T -
depth of image that is -

s " > -
downright stunning. . _é.
We recommend the ol

QD unreservediy."”
APRIL 97

b & 8 & & ¢

Price around £9.00/m

Profile Silver 12

"It demonstrates
superlative resolution
with an airy treble
that brings acoustic
instruments into
sharp focus. Bass is
excellent..."

APRIL 98
Price around £15.00/m

' 8 8.8 & ¢
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ACOUSTICS

his amplifier possessed a
eductive vitality, a marvellous
ense of communication with the
eart of the music. Vocals were

ost communicative, subtle
ynamic contrasts were portrayed
ery well, and the music bounced
long with a fine sense of rhythm,
his amplifier was seriously
ansparent, showing great clarity,
ne stereo depth and very fine
esentation of space and
mbience in the sound stage.”
It sounded quick, direct,
ncomplicated, with an ability to
esolve subtle textures in
strumental scoring. Taken
verall, the sound quality score
on my usual subjective listening
est scale) was an impressive 23
oints.

artin Colloms

| FI NEWS / RR March 97

he Rhythm presentation as a
hole could be described as clean
nd powerful, in an appealing
atural way.”...Whether it was
he string quartets of Ravel or
debussy, Alanis Morisette or Joni
itchell being fed into the
Rhythm, what emerged always
pressed with its natural, easy
yower and control. For those in
earch of an alternative to the
00B, one which couples the
rganic feel of valve amplification
ith a rather un-valve-like ear-
)pening bass entension and
ontrol, the rhythm is definitely
orth audition.”

on Marks
iFi World July 1996

WORLD VERDIC 200
bartnered with sensible ‘speakers of
ood bass depth, the Rhythm is capable
)f impressive performance.

NHAT HIFFI?  says
sound
acilities
ouild Fok ek k
erdict

Dan Houston
HAT HI*Fl May 1997

el: 01753 526939
ax: 01753 532262

%k k ok
* Kk ok k

ok kk Kk

vy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England.

EPOCH REFERENCE 5
LOUDSPEAKERS
£2999

CLEARANCE LIST

RRP XD S/H
EPOCH Reference V black asnew  £2999 £1499
EPOCH Reference V Oak ex dem
Mint

£2999 £1750

| Meter wow Balance Sl interconnect
demo length £799 £399

Lumley Stereo 40 Power Amp S/H
Mint £1000 £350

Trichord Pulsar DAC and Transport
Ex-demo as new (Mint) £2119 £1499

Genesis £569 £479

GEMINIL line integrated S. Ended
BARGAIN Last one! £699 £349

RHYTHM 211/VT4C phono Ex-Demo
Marked £2499 £999

RHYTHM LINE Ex review/as new £2499 £1699
AEON MKI MONOBLOCKS 20 Watt
S.E. Si construction marked - to clear
BARGAIN! £4999 £1999
Epoch loudspeakers Ex-demo £1499 £750

Nakamichi RX 202 Auto Reverse
Cassette Decks Mint S/H £600+ £250

Audionote SPX reference speaker
cable 2.5m by wire set (10m) £7000 £2500

Mana sounds table £300 £150
Torlyte stand *‘one of the best ever made” £150
Townsend Sizamic Sink large £230 £110
A rare opportunity to acquire one of a handful of
units made possibly worlds finest turntable voyd
reference with twin box power supply units
staggering performance, stunning rosewood finish,

helius cyleme tonearm and audionote |.O. Cartridge
£13000+ £5999

=




5 Rocks Lane Barnes

= London SW13 0DB
. Tel: 0181 876 3355

. —= Fax: 0181 876 3399

—
Don’t cheat yourself...
... Ireat yourself
to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS SONIC FRONTIERS
Was  NOW ANTHEM INTEGRATED 1
B+W P4 £675 £539 .
B+W P5 ALL £875 £699
B+W P6  BRAND £1095  £875
B+W CDM 1 SE NEW £600 £479
B+W CDM 7 - £1000  £799
B+W DM602 £300 £239
Castle Severn 2 (XD) £580 £459
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower £800 £499
Electrocompaniet EC1-1 £2195 £1756 £1295 OR £215 DEPOSIT AND 9 X £120
Electrocompaniet EC1-2 (Stone) £1195 £850 (TOTAI— PAYABLE £1295)
Electrocompaniet EC4R £1495 £1195
Jamo Concert 8 (SH) £1300 £999 ANTH EM CD1
Heybrook Optima (XD) £260 £220
Magnum Dynalab FT 101A £825 £669
Marantz CD67SE (XD) £300 £239
Marantz PM66 Kl Sig (XD) £400 £330
MICROMega Stage 4 £600 £450
Neat Critique (SH) £385 £285
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp £900 £599
Roksan Caspian amp (XD) £695 £549
Roksan Caspian CD (SH) £895 £699 £1495 3—?&1‘?23 g E\F(,A?BSIIE ‘%;‘Iz%g)x £140
Roksan Rok One £645 £499
Ruark Sceptre £600 £479 OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE O
SOLID PB100 £350 £279
SOLID HCM2 ‘ £130 £99 Meridian 508 CD Player Marantz CD17 CD _
Sonneteer Campion (SH) £600 £460 £1995.00 £285 deposit £1099.00 £199 deposit
Teac Tl Transport £550 £439 ) 6 x £150 Total payable
9 X £190 Total payable pay
Teac V6030S Tape £550 £439 £1099.00
Thorens TD 180 £199  £145 £1995.00 FREE:
Yamaha A492 £250  £199 - FREE: Precious Metals
Precious Metals S5100 SS52 Interconnect Value
ﬁLL CLEARANCE BARGAINS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE BY Interconnect Value £100 £70
ELEPHONING OUR MAIL ORDER LINE ON 0181 878 0066 (subject to status) (subject to status)

AVl, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO, CITATION,
ELECTROCOMPANIET EXPOSURE FINAL GAMMA ACOUSTICS GENESIS HEYBROOK JAMO KEF
LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB MARANTZ MARSTON, MCINTOSH MERIDIAN MICHELL
MICROMEGA MONARCHY MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS PRIMARE PROJECT ORTOFON QED,
QUAD, REVOX ROKSAN RUARK SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE SONNETEER SONICLINK
SENNHEISER SONIC FRONTIERS SME STAX, TDL TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD TANNOY TARGET
XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ¢ Finance Arranged ¢ 2 Demonstration Rooms
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INTEREST
FREE

@ /@>> (available on selected items)

CREDIT *

Hi-End

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE

From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney
we'll ship fully insured within days of you

placing your order. Telephone our Mailorder

Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0)181 - 8780066

(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY)

© ‘ RIS By &
| . X
X CHD

F—-

L= =s=—j
N ‘. [ovian] *
{® A ESARL T
° °
L fhorsan}

ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0%
TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066
FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME
*REMEMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY ANY BRAND OF
HI-FI YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES

EREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status)
Roksan Caspian CD

Roksan Caspian Amp

£895.00 £175 deposit £695.00 £125 deposit
6 x £120 Total payable 6 x £95 Total payable
£895.00 £695.00
FREE: FREE:

10m Soniclink
AST200 BW Value
£100

(subject to status)

Precious Metals
SS52 Interconnect Value
£70

(subject to status)

NOW DEMONSTRATING

AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome

AVI Positron - ignore at your peril

ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power- Amplification -
best of Canadian valves

CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good value

CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal

CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499

ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended
integrated

GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing
alternative to Wilson Audio

GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland

JAMO Concert 8 - Awesome

LINN - LP12, HI-Fl + Multi Room solutions

MARANTZ - CD17 K.l. sig - So Real, So Natural

MARSTON AUDIO Silhouette - At /ast a true competitor

to the Trichord Revelation, well worth a listen

MERIDIAN - 500 Series

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so

natural

PRIMARE - Amp + CD

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD

RUARK - lcon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven

RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger
/I, Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi” - Truly remarkable

SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven

SONNETEER CAMPION - The best

SONNETEER ALABASTER - The best gets better

SONNETEER BYRON - A matching CD at last

TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you

TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker

TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players

Sonneteer Alabaster

- --STOP PRESS - - - -

Trichggi Iicaal\;zlration Cenbol GAL
“NOW WITH THE Integrated amp
NEW CLOCK 3” at only £499.00
£819.00 there is no substitute

RUARK BROADSWORD
Brand new boxed

A true British
amp winner at

£899.00 Normally £900.00
Listen if you Yours for only
dare! £599.99

* SUBJECT TO STATUS

HI-FI WORLD
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Tel: 016444 - 20710
Sale£ Retail £

Zever v
e Hi-Fi
Ex-dem Equipment Sale

Compact Disc

Naim CD2 1,500 2,000
Rotel RCD930 AX CD Player 140 180
Marantz CD63Mk2 KI Signature 349 500

S/H Wadia 15 DAC/digital preamp; bal/unbal;
remote control, digital volume etc - connect

DAC directly to power amp - the ultimate! 1,500 3,800
Amplifiers

Naim 102 remote preamp 850 1,080
Naim 180 poweramp 850 1,090
Alchemist Nemesis incl. Phono stage 550 750
Roksan Caspian inc remote 595 700
Rotel 921 New Model 70 100
Marantz PM66 Kl Signature 349 400

Loudspeakers

ProAc Response 2.5's (Cherry, mint cond.) 2,100 2,700
ProAc Tablette 50 (Light Oak, mint) 475 600
Rega Kyte (Black) 149 200
Naim SBL, latest, (black) 1,500 2,300
Kef Q55 399 500
Roksan Rok 1 (Liight Elder) 475 645
Headphones etc

Grado SR60 50 80
Sennheiser HD 535 75 105
Sennheisers from £9.99 - please ask

Nordost Blue Heaven 2.5m BiWire 280 380
Custom Design 24” stands, Ferrari Red 60 85
Musical Fidelity X-LP mm/mc Phono stage 100 130

HI-FI HOME CINEMA

it has been clear for some time now, from the phone
calls we get that there is an increasing interest in home
cinema and as we always aim to provide what
customers want, have been in the process of
incorporating a video projector/screen setup in our
demonstration room. The building work which has
been going on for some months now has helped, as
we have been forced to empty the room, so we could
start again. (We still have products we are happy to
sell off as mentioned in Feb, so do ring!). It has all
taken longer than expected, so our apologies if we
have let anyone down, but we are up and running with
a SELECO SVP350, which produces a superb picture
for £3700. As with all CRT projectors it is large
compared to an LCD projector but we find LCD’s have
too many problems, and are only worth considering if
one really can't find space for a CRT unit. With the
arrival of digital television and hence 16/9 widescreen
images, we feel that TV’s are just not big enough for
watching films and a projector/screen setup is the
thing. TV programmes look excellent as well, and the
350 has TV Tuner and teletext built in. So if you want
to see this in our domestic surroundings do give us a
ring as there aren’t many around in the south west.

’ [ ]
V audlo Hi- Fi Consultants
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Biship, Bristol BS9 1EJ
Tel / Fax: 0117 968 6005

THE EMPORIUM

28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3LB
Tel/Fax: 01379 650744

emponum@zetnet.co.uk
CD & DAC's SOLID STATE AMPS
Cost Price
MICROMEGA STAGE 3 trichord 2 AVI INTEGRATED {000 600
and psu 1000+ 500 MARC LEVINSON No. 26 pre with mc

MICROMEGA MICRO DAC 350 175

MICROMEGA DUO 3.1

transport 1500 850
MICROMEGA T-DRIVE transport&T-
DAC with AES-EBU lead 2150 1000
MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 cd player 1000 500
MICROMEGA LEADER mk Il

cd player 600 250
PIONEER PL1200 Cd/taserdisc

player 500+ 100

TEAC VDRS-Tt transport 550 325
TEAC P-500/D-500 transport

& dac 1200 600
AUDIONOTE CD2 1000 600
TEAC XI beautiful japanese
heavyweight cd player 2250 1000
MISSION DAC7 300 100
PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO

18 bit dac 1500 750

YALVE-AMPS

AMC 30 watt power amp 450 200
CROFT SERIES V power amp 650

TRILOGY 958 100 WATT

monoblocks 2500 1350
ROGERS E40a integrated with mm

phono 2000 700
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 400

integrated amp 650 300
GAMMA GEMINI hne level

integrated 650 300

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 200 power400 200
GAMMA AEON monoblocks orig version

and £100s spent 5000+ 2250
BEARD P35 mkll power amp 500
BEARD P 100 MKill ine leve!

integrated 1500 700

BEARD P500A valve pre with phono 450
BEARD P80 power amp big ugly beast

with vu meters 500
MORE FIDELITY 300B single ended
stereo power amp 2000 900
VELLEMAN kit monoblocks pair 200
KTSI monobiocks 20 watt design pair 300
ORANGE pre mm/line very smooth sound 300
AUDIO RESEARCH SP14 pre 3298 1350
MELOS SHA GOLD remote control line

only preamp 2000 with headphone

output 1 100
CONRAD JOHNSON PVIQAL iine pre
amp 1000 550

AUDIO NOTE P2 power amp |8 watts 600
AUDIO NOTE Pt SE single ended power

amp similar to OTO SE 600
LOUDSPEAKERS

SPENDOR $100 1650 750

CAMBRIDGE R50 100

GAMMA EPOCH the big ones very
efficient, fast and decent bass 3000 1500

SNELL J 11 400
AUDIONOTE | internal wining upgraded 700
ROGERS STUDIO | £300
ROGERS STUDIO 1A £350
LINN KELTIC active with tune box and
cards 6000 2500
LINN KABERS passive 2000 650
JR 149 200
SONUS FABER GUARNIERI HOMAGE mint
and boxed straght from ITALY 3700
SONUS FABER ELECTA AMATOR
. . . . o . 1500
SONUS FABER other models available
CELESTION SL6S 150
ACOQUSTIC ENERGY AE | mkl|
without stands 400
LINN ISOBARIKS early pair no grilles
or stands 400
CASSETTE DECKS & TUNERS
TANDBERG 3014 | fm tuner 285
YAMAHA KX580 special edition CASSETTE
DECK250 150
PIONEER CT979 3 head dual capstan425 200
REVOX A77 4 track boxed 250
REVOX A77 2 track 250

SUGDEN R21 tuner in teak case 100
SUGDEN R51  black & silver front 100
YAMAHA CRI000 tuner amp 150

WANTEDRADFORD VALVE AMPS including single monoblocks
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH, AR T06 TUNER, B&O CD player, CYRUS TUNER MARANTZ CD94
MARANTZ MA24 monoblocks, NAIM NAC 82. NAT 02, PIONEER CTF 1000 or similar, QUAD 66
or 67 CDplayer, QUAD FM4, REVOX 8760 SONY ESPRIT PRE/POWER, TANNOY L ANCASTERS
TRANSCRIPTORS TURNTABLE
TRIO TUNER KT9500 SME ARMS

boards 5450 2000
one of the last ones made still under
guarantee

HENLEY MC 200 MC phonostage 800 400
MICHEL iSO 429 250
LFD  MCI phonostage 1000 450
LFD PAl power amp 900 450
LFD MCI/LSt/PAL 2600 1250

LFD INTEGRATED ZERO LE 800 500
MUSICAL FIDELITY EI00 remote
integrated 700 400
MUSICAL ADELITY MX pre with mc/mm | 400 550
MUSICAL RDELITY PRE8 exportversonpre 3150
MUSICAL FIDELITY

MX/P180/CRPS 2700 1000
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000 two box
integrated fore runner to A100I 950
MUSICAL FIDELITY SYNTHESIS integrated 150
NVA AP30 integrated 350 150
QUAD 44/FM4/405 It with cd input but
old colour 65

QUAD 34/306 pre/ power amp GREY 400
QUAD 34 old colour but with cd input 150

QUAD 44 200
QUAD 405 MKI 160
NAIM 62 pre old style with mm or mc
boards 200
NAIM 140 power old style 350
NAIM HI-CAP old style 350
NAIM 250 old style
TURNTABLES/ARMS/CARTRIDGES

ORACLE DELPH! MKil BOXED WITH
KOETSU ARM .& 2 box psu 850

OXFORD ACOUSTICS CRYSTELLE
turntable{floorstanding model) with sme
309 arm £1500

LINN EKOS mki 650
LINN LP12 valhalla JAKITO 400
LINNLP2 valhalla ITTOK 550
LINN LPI2 with avondale psu 350

SIMON YORKE ZARATHUSTRA
SS.SLATE,GLASS AND STEEL turntable
2000
upgrading stops here, sme cut out
ORIGIN LIVE OASIS deck cut out for

rega arm 150
SYSTEMDECK Ill with AKITO 250
AUDIO NOTE TTlblack boxed 450 225
ARISTON RDI IS/SYRINX PU2 250
SME 309 ARM 400

DYNAVECTOR DVI7D2 moving coil
cartridge good used £250 rebuilt 300

LINN TROIKA good used 350
ORTOFON MC3000
RETIPPED 500

SME 312 speciai van den hull silver
wired.series V bearings, and V

interconnect 1000
VINTAGE

LEAK TLI12.1 monoblocks with originat

gec kt66 1200

LEAK TLI10O monoblocks 400

LEAK TL12+ singles available |00 to 150

LEAK TL25+ PAIR 350

LEAK STEREO 20 very nice example 250
ROGERS CADET Ili integrated valve

amp START HERE 100
QUAD | monoblocks nice early pair poa
PYE MOZART stereo with preamp 400

PYE HF25 pair mint rebuilt 1000
PYE HF25 for rebuilding 500, PF9( for
rebuilding 800, nice pair 1000

TANNOY 12" MONITOR REDS PAIR 600
TANNOY rectangular GRF with 15"

golds £2600
TANNOY 12" MONITOR GOLDS no
crossovers £200
TANNOY GRF original corner model
with 15" silvers £4500
TANNOY YORK rectangular with 15"
golds £1500
LOWTHER PM6A pair 250
LOWTHER TPl corner horn with pm3a
single £800

LOWTHER ACOUSTAS with pméa 350
LOWTHER TPI original pair avallable
part exchange considered 1600
QUAD It monoblocks

L[tki SEPTEMBER 1998
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! »
THE MIDLANDS QUALITY USED cartridges m
BEST USED EQUIPENT, avaiiapie
EQUIPMENT » : BCUGHT, SOLD, dehon)
SPECIALIST PART EXCHANGE gmld‘:i':‘"‘é m
URGENTLY REQUIRED lyra
LINN, NAIM, ortofor EEPT
""" MERIDIAN, QUAD, sumiko
CASH WAITING N
SUMMER SALE PRICES SLASHED hi
\rcam 170 Transport £195 audioquest
\rcam Alpha 6 CD £195 catle talk
\udio Innovations 1st Audio £650 chord company
\udio Innovations L2 Pre £450 dnm m
\coustic Energy AE1 + Stands £650 hevbrook
dryston 0.5 Pre £250 %03
Sroft Micro Pre £195 cimb m
)PA Renaissance CD £650 “ont k
DPA Enlightenment DAC £550 o
Densen BIOO £350 Ui
3rant G100 Valve Mono's £650 nordost flatline:
Heybrook Sextets MK3 Walnut £595 artofo
inn LK100 x 2 1 year old £350 qed
.inn Kairn Phono £495 sonic link
.{inn Kans + Stands Teak £150 trichord!
_inn Sara 9 + Stands Black £295 van den hil
FD L51 Pre £295 o
mnIKabng Walnut + x over (latest) ££295 o
-umley 120 Mono'’s 1495 J
“umley VTP 1000 Pre £325 Aadhnonts
v and K V125 THX SUB £450
Micromega T Drive TDAC £795 beyer
Vieridian A500 Black £395 ergo
Veridian 541 Processor £650 grado
Vieridian DSP 5000 Rosewood £1995 Jecklin
Meridian DSP 5000 C Black £895 senmheiser
Meridian 565 7.1 AC3 DTS £1795 stax
Meridian 555 Amp £395
Meridian 519 Demodulator £295 stands
Meridian 506 MK2 £495
Meridian 208 CD Pre + 209 £495 s
Meridian 203 DAC £195 S )
Meridian 263 DAC £250 framewor s Arcam Alpha 8 CD player excellent condition s/h
Meridan 504 Tuner £450 So:r‘d agr W) £295
Naim Nait 3 £350 something solic
Naim NAX 2/4 New Style £595 soundstyte ;\/t:]dlo Inn’?\’/’c’:tylyons Series 1000 possive cont;c:llse(;
Rega RB300 Boxed £95 stands unique
Triangle Comete Speakers £295 target Audio Synthesis Posslon possive controller
Rel Stentor Rosewood £995 (vishay) perfect s/h £399
Yamaha DSP 390 Prologic £95 ries ) »
Beard P100 power amplifier. Good condition. A
audioquest
creek H Castle Harlech loudspeckers. Walnut, Perfect,
densen aemag ¢ boxed s/h (£875) .. e .... £550
discwasher Conrad - Johnson PV10 preomplifier with phono
2armax stae, Perfect, boxed, revelved with Generat
goldring Electric Mill Specs. S/H (€1295) .. £825

ixos
kontck
michell
milty
menarchy
moth
musical fidelity
nordos=
pixali

qed

rms
shure
trichord
zerostat

Graaf 50-50 valve power amplifier, As new,
(extremnely pretty!) boxed s/h (£1995) . 81195

Keswick Audio Volante loudspeakers orfiginal
(and best) spec In satin biack lacquer. Compact
attractive floor standers excellent with low power
valves, Sugden 21a etc. s/h (£850) £295

Sunday SEPTEMBER 6th 1998
I el 11:00 TO 4:00

Michell'Argo line level preamplifier. Good
condition s/h (€730)............ £295

Ortofon T20 MC step up transfamers. $/H, boxed,
excellent(£229) .. €150

NEXT TO GRUNDY PARK ’«LEISURE, ;
CENTRE
Wolsley Hall

Quantum Minstrel Integrofed valve, ompllfler
sfh. as new (£995) ... . . £475

Sugden SDA DAC. Latest style perfect
herdware €450

barga

CheShu“t (5795), ST, ...
(M25 Junction 25 A10) i o RN > 4
{r‘ FREE PARKING aud?ziionE:Z?i; Trichord Digital Turntable CD transport inc
1 (5 mins from Cheshunt Statio daal By oa digital output. o et
TABLES £20 "imabe :
A ADMISSION £2 e ARy
A REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE FE IR —
roge"sn } L ‘GI o VisA
Always Wanted: o 3@“\ 4 S% b
' . sugden -~ - - -
Vintage And Modern Equipment - aied A
3 thorens T o I~ A
SReC'Orldg And&(:g S trichord hi-fi for grow:j -ups : @
pecial Brin U3
il L AT Ch (01473)622866
Yor fifther nf . e . CEN-Nl s martlesham heath
r er information contac €ve at: .
Silvernote « PO Box 158 ¢ Cheshunt ¢ Herts ¢ EN7 ( pasxw : ( ho ls : f7f : ' X 6| F; 51 53 ;’ 2
6UH o England N . | ) : )
Tel/Fax 01992 620 905 Inter: 00 44 1992 620 905 emal o R
== , : www gnals.demon.co.uk
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END OF RANGE AND EX DEM STOCK
FOR SALE

T.D.S. The Definitive Statement Mono Power Amplifier 6406 3200
T.S.S. The Second Statement Stereo Power Amplifier 3406 1800

T.S.S. The Second Statement Pre Amplifier 866 400
T.C.S. The Complete Statement Integrated Amplifier 2840 1300
T.1.S. The Integrated Statement Integrated Amplifier 886 800
T.T.S. The Transparent Statement CD Player 3406 1800
T.E.S. The Emotive Statement CD Player 2420 1000

FOR FREE INFORMATION PACK CONTACT AS BELOW

NVA
6 Watermill Industrial Estate
Aspenden Road
Buntingford
Herts
SG9 9JS

web www.users.dircon.co.uk/~nva
e.mail nva@dircon.co.uk
tel 01763 272707
fax 01763 271594

SUMMER SALES PRICES
PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS

Kent’s newest dealer is proud to present a
fresh approach to buying Hi-Fi. If you enjoy
music please take time to audition our
carefully selected range of both modern &
vintage equipment
Art Audio ~ Alchemist ~ Beam Echo ~ Cary Audio Design ~ Bravura ~
Gamma Acoustics ~ Loricraft Audio/Garrard ~ JM Labs Speakers ~

Klipsch ~ Monrio ~ Nottingham Analogue ~ Ortofon ~ Pro-ject Turntables
~ Sovereign Valves ~ Target ~ Trichord Research ~ Tube Technology

Ex Demonstrations items available this month

Gamma Acoustics Epoch V Reference Speakers  £1295.00 (2995.00 new)

Now demonstrating the Cary Audio Design
CAD 300SE Utilising Western Electric 300B’s

01227 742928 Q‘ 0976 402779

Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CTé 6RP

— PROCRESSIVE me
AUDIO  BA

Mid-Season Sale of Ex-Dem and Secondhand

Equipment

Audionote SN/3 Transformer (S/H) Sale £1100
Dynaudio Contour 1.8-MK Il Speakers (S/H) Sale £895
Proac Studio 150 Loudspeakers (YEW) (S/H) Sale £1050
Denon 6600 - A Mono Blocks (S/H) Sale £595
Conrad Johnson PV-10A - Phono with SE upgrade Sale £1250
Spendor SP2/3 Loudspeakers (Walnut) (S/H) Sale £495
Chord 1200B Power Amp (S/H) Sale £1950
Mirage M3/SI Speakers (S/H) Sale £1950
Pink Triangle Literaul CD Player (EX/DEM) Sale £1795
Audionote OTO SE line only (S/H) Sale £800
Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2 (£595) Sale £375
Chord Electronics LS512A

Loudspeakers (Ebony) (£1679) Sale £1200
Parasound P/LD 2000 Preamp (£1495) Sale £1095
Alon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut) (£1087) Sale £795

(£1616) Sale £1200
(£1339) Sale £1050

Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak)
Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp

Beyer 531 Headphones (£120) Sale £85
Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones (£259) Sale £195
Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/

3M Kimer 4TC £300 the lot
Trichord Pulsar 1 DAC (s/h) £825
Meridian 200 CD transport (s/h) £400
Proac Studio 100 loudspeakers (cherry)
3 weeks old £550
pre/power combo £450
SD Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers (ex dem) £350
SD Acoustics Alexandra stands for above (new) £220

New in this month and on permanent dem:-
Audio Synthesis Dax Decade and Desire Decade, Tube
Technology CD player plus Proac Response 3.8's
Diapason Loudspeakers Graaf GM20 Amp and
Audionote CD3

Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment
(List Available)
All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new
(unless S/Hand)
Telephone Medway (Kent) 01634 - 389004 anytime.

A MANTRA AUDIO

CARTRIDGE SELECTION STYLUS | REPLACEMENT STYLI

Audio Technica ADC XLM Mk It £13.50
Akai AN'5, AN 60 £9
AT9SE £21 €13 AN2, AN 70 11
AT110E £25 E13 Duat DN 145 E, DN 165 € £13.50
ATOCY £280 £210 EX | Goldring  GB0O Super E £13.50
Denon e DT 55, DT 60 £9
DL 110 £70 £55 EX | National EPS24CS,P300,P33D £9
DL 304 ¢190 £160 £x | Orofon ;:(}15 £, VMS 20 E 1, DM 20 gg.'sn
Goldring Pioneer PN 210, PN 220, PN 240 £
1012 GX £74  £48 Shure N75C,SC35C, £9
1022 GX £90 £60 N75E0 T2, N75EJ T2 fall
1042 £110 £74 N95ED, NO5EJ, N753(78) £13.50
Eroica (LX or H) £102 £78 EX :"925": A — ggﬁﬂ
Elite £200 £153 £EX P X
EREA1VK caa6 £342 £x | SO ::213442 G, ND 150 G, ND 155 G 21
Grado
) ** OVER 500 STYLI TYPES STOCKED *°*
:’95‘599 g'ac" 2‘1‘; 2_214 All Swiss quality dlamond styli excep! * originais
Ono;::"ge e M DRTOFON DJ PACKS (CARTRIDGE + 2 STYLI)
g B 2 | ekl S35 Fack €106 Sy €27
onco i us
MC 15 Super 1l £120 102 EX'| o 0 o Wightclub EEE Pack €82 Stylus £33
mg f: ;L gég g;ﬁ g Concorde DJ SSS Pack £82 Stylus £21
BaLeIe HEADPHONE SELECTION
MC 20 Supreme £330 £280 £X .
MC 30 Supreme £392 £333 £X | GRADD  Prestige Series SR-40 £45
Rohmann £725 £645 EX SR-60 £75
Shure SR-80 £90
SR125 €135
V15V XMR £265 £178 SR-225 £180
SC35X £29 £20 SR-325 £270
. . Reference Series RS-1 £590
EX - Exchange price against any type of RS-2 (new) £425
moving coil cartridge RECORD/DISC CLEANER KT REFLL

See our Website for full selection,
¢ 3 Milty Permaciean Record Rleaner £12.00 £8.00
special offers and technical data Pormastat Amistatic Spsy.  £1200  £2.00
hitp://www.mantra-audio.co.uk Dscwasher CO Cleaner g0 5.5
MAIL GRDER (1-10 DAYS) PRICES (INC P&P) ARE BEST WE CAN DFFER THROUGH COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK &
MAINLAND EUROPE - ALL ITEMS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE -

PLEASE NDTE WE 0D NDT ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS -
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE ACO £5.00 TO GROERS OVER £50 IN VALUE TO COVER INSURANCE

Tel/Fax {01757) 288652 e-mail: enguiry@mantra-audio.co.uk
MANTRA AUDIO (HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH OUFFIELO, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 SRP

HI-FIl WORLD



Affordable Audio - (Northampton)
fordable Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
. .
udto 168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NN1 4DU
Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893
A selechon of our ever changing offens for sae Equrvalent Sale A sélacton of our ever changing offers for sale Equralent Sale A selecton of our ever changng olfers for sale Equivalent Sale
oy praraeed) New bz Pne {d oy uaraneed) Newbz P {d oy praraneed) Newbre P
Mayware Formula Four umpivot arm (boxed/compizte) (vg( 6000 Maranez (D 75H remote / digital out etc (mint} s/h 300.00 12995
- . 'M SNFOO? detachable head (origin. ((v r) - 60.00  Marantz (OS2I SE remote (vgg() 300.00 17995
Musical Fidelity x A 1 inL (new & exceptional) 480.00  Linn k 18mm Cartridge (boxed: g%c 3 200.00 1995 Pioneer PDS 901 (stable platter) remote (vg) 500.00 269.95
Musical Fidelity ;In valve preamp (new) 200.00  Argton RD 40 Biscutt I'Eq fw S Sernes s /Manacor mag. cart. (vgg) " 159.95  Pioneer PD106 mint) 130.00+ 99.95
Musical Fidelity XA SO power amps x 2 sm) - 50000 Pioneer PDS 80 (stable platter) remote (5¢) s/h o 35000 189.95
Mustcal Fidelty A.2 dass A int fexten ) ) S00-00 449.95 PRODUCT OF THE MONTH Philips C0 1210 &mnnm (D player) remote (mint) /h 20000 109.95
Myryad 1120 remote int.(phono-stage/upgrade)(mnt/as new) /b 700.00  499.95 " 2 (D31 R 1T Techms SL PS 770A remote {mint/as new) s/h 250.00 18995
Plgvonh Audio H.100 vabve monobloc power amps 3 IRl T LR Technics SL PS 770D remote %mim/n new) /b 25000 18995
22100 watts 8 ohms (mint/as m} s/h 3800.00 2150.00 Top loader in black / acrylc finish. Looks superb with sound to match. tnmint  EEMTERSILNIESE R LI EL 70000 49.95
Chameleon Ruby power amp (2 x 200 watts 8 ohms. vgc) s/h 120000 449.95 condition with cartonsiand manuals Arcam Alpha Plus remote (g¢) s/h 500.00 22995
Quad “f’t amp (brown) s/h 70000 249.95 R R P&350-00— LA PRICE 695.00 Cambridge Discmagic | transport (mint/as new) s/h 30000 18995
Quad 306 power amp. (mint/as new) s/h 400,00 229.95 OPA Little Bit DA(%: %dh 300.00  99.95
Quad 33/303 prefpower zwgq s - P.OA Husical Fidehty X APBAC (new) < 13000
Quad 303 r““" amp (g) 100.00 MR Musical Fidehty X100 missing fint/line buffer fnew) - 120.00
Quad 405§ 2x 100 “m‘g“"' amp (g¢) s/h X 199.95 . . MusicalFdelity X PSU powers up/improves up to 4 x X senes units {new) 130.00
Kinshaw Overture int. 2 x 45 watts (mint/as new) /b 43500 269.95  Bose Acoustimas SII (complete xrtem) (few montr old) (min)s/h 70000 S25.00 ey Fidehity X PSU (ex dem.) (mint) 130.00 10995
Aura Evolution YA. 100 int. (vge) s/h 30000 14999  Rega Kytes (black) (mint/as new} s/h ) 20000 139.95
Mission Cyrus | (onginal) int. (g¢) s/h 5 109.95  Mission 73C Shielded centee speaker (black] (mintfs/h 160.00 9995 OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Hission Cyrus | (very late model) (mint/as new) s/h 2000 14995  Wharfedale Oiamond 7.2 (black) (new) 140.00 119.95
Mission Cyrus 3 remote int. amp (mint/ as new) s/h 500.00 299.95  Celestion SLES ?’hd‘) (i) s/h ) 400.00  199.95  Mordaunt Short Decoder One (Uol?] Pro-Logic Processor)(ming) s/ 400.00  149.95
NAD 304 {int) (Choice Best Buy) {gq) s/h 23000 14995 Tancoy 625 ALF 100 wars acve sub (beteer than Sraa) (mint/asnew) SH  600.00  379.95  Beyer DT 801 headphones (mint) s/h 15000 99.95
NAD 30201 int. (gc) s/h - 89.99  RuarkTalisman }roxevon {mint) s/h 150.00 49995 ¥ivanco IR 7100 tnfa-red headphones (mint) s/h 12000 79.9§
Naim Nait 3 .nL((v]gq st §75.00 399.95  Ruark Templar I (lightoak) (min) 600.00  399.95  Vivanco S 850 Heaphones (new} 5995 4995
Technics SUY 900D remote pre/power (mint/as new) s/h 50000 39995  System 93 SSY!l!l'\d!k& mint/as new) s/h . 400.00 24995 Sound Orgamsation LS wall stan x&unused s/ 5000 2495
Technics SUY 9000 Mkll remote pre/power (mint/as new) s/h $00.00 399.95 armon Kardon 1S 0500 (Kevlar Uﬂ'ﬂz}wh(kf (mint) (to dear)s/h  450.00 26995 Sound Organisation tumtable stand (g<) S 39.95
Pioneer A 400X int. (mint/as new} J@. 280.00 179.95  Naim Credo (ebony) floorstanders (g} 1090.00 69595 Sony MOX'61 Minidisc x 6 auto-changer (unused){mint) s/h $00.00 26995
QED A.270CD int.{vg¢) /b 37000 17995 Castle s {yew) (mint/as new) s/h 1000 9995 Target¥R'S “sibver/glass S-shelf stand }xe(ond) 2000 18995
QED A240C0 int :F) s/h 17000 10995 Lina S110 surround speakers (mint) s/h 295.00 169.95  Target¥RS “ﬁold'/ lass S-shelf stand (second) 8000 19998
Denon PMA 250 Il int.(mint/as new) s/h 160.00 119.95  Heybrook HB.| g'lh‘“() (%‘) sh 80.00 13995  Yarget YR § “black” Flass S-shelf stand (second) 12000 189.95
Creek CAS 4040 int. (gq) s/h 180.00 109.95  Gnffin Omega 25 Plus (wainut) (vg¢) s/h - 12995 TargetB'S “black"/glass S-shelf stand {second) W00 18995
Sugden (81 pre amp {vg¢) s/h . 89.95  BEWOM 1600 Lb‘ld‘) (ge. but no grill) hence 380.00 12995 Hi-ﬁ News 2 shelf wall stand (mint) s/h 7000 4995
Rotel RX. 850 AL tuner-amp (g¢) s/h . 14995 lison 4A Rel. (black) (new/ex dem.) 170.00  129.95  Denon DTR 8000 remote OAT recorder (mint) s/h 800.00  399.95
Audiolab 50004 {mint/as new) {recent manulacturers service) s/ 500.00 29995 TOL Stucio One (mint) {black) s/h 70000 39995 Qudos “heavy” Ioudxﬁnker stands (vge) s/h - 89.95
Radiolab 8000 {mint/as new) {recent manufacturers service) /b 100.00 429.95  Honttor hudio onitor 9 {black) (mint) s/h 22000 149.95  Sennheiser HD 4401 headphones (boxed/min) s/h 3500 498
Sony M2 E3 Portable Mini-disc player {does not n(nrd)%()xlh 25000 12495
TURNTABLES DECKS/TNERS ETC of nerconnect /loudspeaker cables{arious ypes new and pre-owed in stod- POA.
Michel Foaus One /siverwared Mision 774 am / Rega Bias carndge (vgg /b - 29,95 NAD 6340 Playtrim / var bias exc {vgq) /h 20000  99.95 A very few NAB alloy reels of tape left (most used only once) - POA.
Michel Syncro / Rega RB. 250 zvmlAD(mym. (vge) s/h 525,00 349.95  Nakamichi BX.125 ( ﬂx/h . 400.00+ 199.95 “es GOODHI-FI SEPARATES WANTED ***
Michel / Transcriptors Hydraulic Reference / SHE 300% ?am Teac Y900X 3 head BX/evemhmg 5¢) s/h Loads H9.95
“new’ Goldning tn artndge (vic) sth 34995 Yamaha KX 230 HX pro/van bias etc Vm!/ h 15000 8995 Don’t forget we can offer mail order. All maJov credit cards accepted.
Garrard 401 in “void" piano black plinth / Rega RB 300 arm Anea ADF 410 HX pro/van bias etcc(]f() o 69.95 Phone anytime with your wants, stock changing daily.All equipment is sold with
Nega Bias artridge Loads 469.95 Awa X K§ 70003 em{bulll-ln DACU/Dolby § etc. fvge) s/h $50.00 249.95 warranties.
Alphason Senata irosewood) { Attas P.5.U. / Xenon MCS (Yan den Hul wired% Aiwa F B0B/C/ van bias erc. {vgg s/h - 59.95 We welcome part-exchange on any of the above.
arm / Empire 900 If Microndge cart. (mint/as new) s/h 1700.00 74900 Musical Fidehty Elecra E 50 digital wner (mint) s/h 300.00 179.95 —
Linn LP12 9 (Mromosia) V;]haﬁ]; J Ekos |/ K181 cart. (mint/as new) s/h2700.00 125000 Leak Troughline I FM tuner {no decoder but mint cosmetics) s/h - 60.00 Atfordable Audio is always keen to buy, (or zn-glthmgeg .
Dual (3504 t/w Ortofon YMS.20 Il ant (I s/ 20000 5995  Sony STSARDS diptal tuner (mint/as new) s/h 250.00 169.95 Good quality Hi-Fi separates in good condition. Especially top British
Dual (5 505N t/w “new” Goldnng Elan cart. (g¢) s/h 20000  $9.95  Technics ST GT SSOLRDS digatal tuner (mint/as new) s/ 180.00  139.95 manufacturers products!
Thorens T0 16611 t/w Prckering mm cartridge {vg( s/ - 139.95
Musical Fidelity LP y‘?he One" at this pri(Sm 'me (new) 130.00 COHPACT DISC PLAYERS/TRANSPORTS/DA.CS, W okell o b
I e 895 porel (D 965 B (Trichord lock ) (g /b 45000 19995 @ can also sell your equipment for you on a commission basts.
Audio Technica me step up transformer {vgd) s/h 2500 Rorel D 965 B {vgq)s/h 30000 16995 (Lowest rates/best return) (Please phone Paul for details!)

PRODUCT STATUS WAS
Arcam Xeta 1 & Xeta 290P sh 1400.00
Arcam Alpha 9P Power Amplitier x/d 399 90
Arcam Xeta 2 xd 64990
Audiolab 8000M (2) xd 159980
Accuphase DP70V sh 5000 00
Castle Isis xd  249.90
Castle Tay xd  349.90
Castie Avon x/d  849.90
Castfe Howard xd 119900
Chord Electronics - SPM1200 sh
Cyrus DADI xd  398.00
Cyrus DAD3 xd  598.00
Cyrus Pre xd 64800
Cyrus Power x/d 49800
Cyrus AN Master x/d-new698 00
Cyrus FM7 xd 39800
Cyrus iy xd 59800
Cyrus SL xd 39800
Cyrus PSXR xd 32800
Epos ES25 xd  1655.00
Epos ES22 xd 1185.00
Linn Klyde sh 50000
Linn Arkiy xd 100000
Linn LP12 - Lingo/Ekos/Troika sh
Linn LP12 Basic/Akito sh 1810.00
Linn Lingo sh 750.00
Linn Ekos x/d  1500.00
Linn LK240 xd 75000
Linn Klout sh 2400 00
Linn Keilidh Cherry sh 85000
Linn Keihdh Bk sh 750.00
Linn Keittik Walnut s/h 600000

NOW

499.00
339.90
519.90
1099.00
2500.00
215.00
297.00
722.00
999.00
1900.00
338.00
508.00
550 00
423.00
398.00
338.00
508.00
338 00
278 00
1158.00
948.00
199.00
600.00
1750.00
999.00
565 .00
1125.00
650 00
1440 00
595.00
545.00
3600.00

PROOUCT

Linn Kremlin

Linn Kaim Phono

Mission 750LE

Mission 752F

Mission 753F

Mission 754F

Mission 75 AS Sub

Naim COS latest spet
Naim NA AV

Naim Intro

Naim NAC72

Naim NAP 135

Naim NAC32.5

Naim NAC62 & NAP140
Pioneer Precision A300R
Pioneer Precision PDS505
Pioneer CLD 515

Pioneer D-05

Quad 77 Amplfier - Nextel
Quad 77 Amplifier - Carbon
Quad 77 System Console
Quad 77 Pre-Amp & Console
Quad 77 CD-Bus

Quad 77 Power

Quad 77 Tuner

Quad ESL63

Rel Stentor

Rotel RSP 360

Sony MDP 850

Sony SLV E920

Nokia Sat 1800

Yamaha DSP A590

YAMAHA & MORE

Audio Designs

of East Grinstea

Mail Order and Export Service

STATUS WAS
sh 260000
s¢h 175000
x/d-new248 00
xd 57800
xd 79800
xd 129800
xd  548.00
xd 394000
xd 173000
xd 68000
xd 74500
sh 3410.00
sh
sh
xd 399.00
xd 469 00
xd 54900
new 89995
xd 69995
new 69995
new  299.95
xd 84995
xd 69995
xd 59995
xd 69995
xd 344995
xd 179500
xd 40000
xd 74900
x/d-newd69 00
xd  299.00

34995

26 High Street, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3AS
Open Mon-Sat 9.30 -6.00 Tel: 01342 31 4569/328065

NOW

1560.00
1080 00
21800
478 00
638.00
848,00
448.00
2990 00
1199.00
578 00
645.00
272800
23900
499 00
359.00
375.00
399.00
765.00
450 00
47500
23995
679.00
555 95
479 95
559 95
2399.00
1258 00
12500
37500
399.00
239.00
249 00

Authorised Stockists of: ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, CHORD CO,
CYRUS, EPOS, LINN, MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MISSION. NAIM, PIONEER, QUAD,
REL, ROTEL, SONY, SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE, TARGLT,

Howard Dawson Audio

Hand-Crafted Loudspeaker Units for Music Lovers

et your craving for that elusive tweeter upgrade end
HERE !

Howard Dawson Audio
16 Copeman Road,
Ayisham,
Norwich NR11 6JL.
UK.
Tel (01263) 734361

Design-in the HRL-1 audiophile tweeter/supertweeter
and sit back for a lifetime of listening pleasure.

The HRL-1 is a ‘traditional’ hand-made ribbon transducer for the
discerning audiophile. A very low incrtia all-aluminium membrane
is used in conjunction with a massive Alcomax [II cobalt magnet
system to provide effortless clarity and prescence. Sine wave
response is specified as 3kHz to 30kHz. but uscful oulpul is
available to beyond SOkHz.
Benefits include substantial improvements in location and
identification of sources contaiming significant energy above
10kHz. These are mainly voices and ‘acouslic’ instruments.
Metallic percussion, for example, is reproduced with scalp-tingling
precision and prescence. while simultaneously there is no trace of
harshness or 'listener fatigue'.
Units are supplied in pairs with templaies and comprehensive
applications guidance, including crossover scction design. and are
intended o last a lifetime. Spare ribbon elements are available at
low cost in case the unthinkable should ever happen.
HRL.-1 Ribbon Tweeter/Supertweeter £300.00 per pair
Replacement ribbon insert for HRL-1 ....... £10.00 each
Remanuf. inserts for Kelly/Decca ribbon units ... £16.00
or your own inserts rebuilt (new ribbon + tags) .... £13.50
U.K. p&p : ribbon inserts free, HRL-1 pair .. £10.00
HRL.-1 overseas at cost (6kg parcel) - ribbon inserts .. £5.00
Write/phone for further information or see our website

L

WWW :: http://www.argonet.co.uk/business/hsdawson
E-mail :: hd-audio@argonet.co.uk
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CLASSIQUE SOUNDS

(LEICESTER)

VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST
FOR SALE.PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS

[ VAC Mude! TASUL Integrated Valve amplifier. Kis8 p/pull Ex cond Cost £1860 Bargam only £ 495
Arion Adwnis int Valve sinp.Class A Mint. £475  Puar Leak TL25 + omplifiers in blaek . £550
Moth serses 0 passive pee smplifier (spectal) solid rosewood finish. Mant and bosad £ 110
Moth series S0 g amplitier Iypecl) and power supply.60W + 60W.Solid nasewwod Mint Bxd £ 380
Harman Rardon HG HY integramd amplifier £125 O AC. Mistrale integrated amp SSW/ICH £ 250
Fishee X10A miograted valve amplifier.g/c £250 Pionecr A400 inlegrated amplifier £ 125
Townsemd 88 poe emplifier.Boxed £125 Rotel 980BX power amplificr 2 of Each 1195
Croft seris X OTL salse powsr amp. Boxed  £495  Hafler DHI0! pre-amplifier.G/c £115
Raogers HONS MI2 Integrated valve amp. £149  Audio Innovations S/860 power amplifier £ 450
Ganung Aewustics Exe Standard pre-amp £595  PS Audio Model 2 power amp.Mint Boxed £ 195

Musical Fidelity E20) pre-amp Ex DemMint ~ £395  Dynao Ca35 intergruted Valve amphfier  £275
Audiolub $(51A integrated amp.Mint Boxed £275 Beard p35 Valve power amplifier. Ex cond. £ 495

Sugden A5 intergrated umplifinr £100  Richard Allen Class A intergrated amplifier £ 150
[usman LV 103 tmtwrgrated hybnd amp.Mint £400  Quad 405/1 power amplifier.govd cond £175
Musched par Lash 171100 guaranteed £500 Matched pair Leak TL12+ amplifiers.rebuilt £ 550
Pur Qued 2 1n nive wiginal condition. £500 Leak TL25+ amplifier in grey Mono

£ 280 Quad 2S.Sprayed black.Ex cond. £450  Rogers cadet menoblock amps * 2 £195
Rugers Cudet 3 Pra/powsr amplifier £150 Rogers cadet 3 Valve intergrated amplifier £ 125
Lewk Stereo 20 power amp. 12 months gntes £350 Leak TL25+ in Bronze.Mono £250
Quad 13 prw amplifier.good condition £ 75 Quad 303 power amplifier.good condition £ 125
Audioleb 80080 e amplifier.Mint. Boxed £750  Sugden c51 pre-amplifier £100
Dnm ZA ps wmplifier and power supply £1300  Dnm 2A pre-ampliifier and 2 power supplies £ 400
Bewrd 15 pw smplifier.Boved £450  Jeff Rowland model one amplifier. Amazing £1500

TURNTABLES

Garrard 3)14/4018.price Varies on condition £ POA  Thorens 124 Various prices and condition £ POA
Thomens TD125 MK2 & SME 3009T/Table £150 STD 305M tumiable with Mayware arm. £125

SPEAKERS

Lavither Acoustas using W7 A ex cond £350 Quad Electrostatics ESL57%. £450
Kef 1035 spwsrrs £ comibtion Boxed £295  Quad Electrostatic spsshar ESL 57.spares £ 75
Mumitar Audia M1& Flomsasndor £150  Monitor Audio MA3 & smnds.Boxed £250
Snell JZ und sands Mint Bowed £550 Lowther Delphics using PM2A units.Ex cond€1800
Kok Audw Volgste i1 ¢hwrm . Mint Bad. £395  Ongin Live Conguerors.Rasewood. £595
Ket 10157 1n sowemonsd Slint Boned £295 Tnangle Titus Black Ea demo Mintboxed £ 299
Spros Angelue Cont £ 140 Seil fur £350 Rogers LS1 speakers Mint .Boxed £75
Chawtle Winchester On finwh Mint Boxed £995 Tannoy Eatons.Excellent condition. £195
Mowrdsunt shert MSoW) speslecre Using Deeca Kelly ribbon tweeters.Excellent condition £275
Lawtiar PS13C drive unite New.Boxed £200  Leak Troughline 243 mono.G/cond. £75
Bosed st swonde “THE RING” Decca mint £195  Quad PM1 stemo decoder £ 20
P twesnd phwn pesamp aim only £ 50 Quad Fm! with Quad stereo decoder. £ 60
AAR. O L e\ o Pram £ 80 Quad FM1 tuner LW.MW.SW. £ 40
Y avms KXINO WE Contte DA Mint BXD  £150  Sony £°DP S61E cd player £125
Marseits Mlodel 2100 seree tuner Gicond £ 75 Qad Digit & positran power supply £ 100

TRANSLUCENT
PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE
99.99% pure silver conductors. Balanced.Quality gold plated Rca plugs.

Half metre terminated £60.00 | metre terminated £80.00

Add £20.00 per additional half metre.

7 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT

BRITER THAN EXISTING CABLE.
(Regardless of price) or quality.

99.99% PURE SI1.VER WIRE
@ ONLY £4.95 MLTRE. (.5mm unsleeved)

NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT

FAR #34p 1ar/me Flwno stege with volume control . Brand new Boxed At only 189
EAR 834p Plwam siage M only No solume sontrol. Brand new Boxed At only £349

301/401/124 POWER SUPPLIES
& PLINTHS

301/401/124 Power supplies.Amazing value at only £125 each.
Plinths @ £175.00(unfinished) or £275.00 (finished) Very
eavy.Leak mains/output transformers fitted from £90.00

WANTED (ring for best price)

Yintage/modern valve "ifi equipment & valves to include
LEAK, QUAD, RADFORD, ROGERS, DECCA, LOWTHER,
GARRARD,TANNOY,VITAVOX, VORTEXION, CROFT,2
EAR, LUMLEY, AUDIONOTE, THORENS, ETC

VALVES BY:- GEC, MULLARD, OSRAM, BRIMAR, ETC

TEL/FAX 0116 2835821

OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE)
OPENING TIMES 9.30AM TO 5.30PM MON-SAT

(STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)
CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE,
AYLESTONE, LEICESTER, LE2 8QE

theVirtuosos

acclaimed
high-end loudspeakers
with outstanding ability
to breathe real life into
cherished recordings

e ey
38 sonbe o) g
G 9

Piar) coulkd sound pood indead, tactis and
Conwineing, and vocats coukl be Ji) eeguisie
[HiFi News]

“The Wsting overali inprassion rerysned It of greal
natyralress, hghining-fast ransients ana beautiftd
cohesion.” [Hi-Fi Warid]

...a bravura performance

the finest speakers available for single ended
triode connoisseurs and lovers of live music.
Ask for an audition.

Thomas Transducers
Songlines, Fourteen Acre Lane, Three Oaks,
Hastings, East Sussex, TN35 4NB, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1424 813888 Fax: +44 (0)1424 812755
website: http://members.aol.com/ThomTrans/index.htm/
eMail: ThomTrans @aol.com

HI-FI WORLD



DOUG BRADY HiIFI
Kingsway Studio Kingsway North, Warrington, Cheshire, WA1 3NY
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 01925 825773
A SELECTION OF USED OR EX DISPLAY EQUIPMENT FROM OUR STOCK. ALL EQUIPMENT CAN BE HEARD
BEFORE PURCHASE EITHER IN-STORE OR IN YOUR HOME, AND IS GUARANTEED.

CD PLAYERS WAS NOW Chord SPM 1600 4718 3499
Marantz CD67SE 299 249 Audio Research M100 Pair (Valve) 2795
Teac VRDS 7 599 349 Audio Research Classic 30 (Valve)
Teac VRDS 10SE 849 649 LFD PA2 1499 999
Roksan Caspian 899 749
Naim CD2 1998 1399 SPEAKERS
Marantz CD17KI 1099 899 Heybrook Heylo 449 275
Teac VRDS T1 Transport 549 399 TDL Studio 1 849 349
Teac P30 Transport 2499 2099 Heybrook Quartet 649 399
DAC in the box 159 99 Kef QS0 799 399
Cambridge DAC Majic 159 99 Magnaplanar SMGa 699 399
Audiolab 8000 DAC 899 599 Harbeth HLP3 ES 799 349
Teac DT1 Esoteric DAC 1999 850 B&W CDM1 599 399
LFD DAC2 1930 1499 Monitor Audio MA700 (Rose) 699 475
Audiolab 8000 CD 1000 749 Castle Avon 729 575

Ruark Talisman 799 649
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS Pink Triangle Ventrical 980 649
Audiolab 8000S 699 525 Harbeth HLK6/Stands 1200 749
Roksan Caspian 699 525 Castle Harleck (Yew D/Lux) 9399 749
Exposure 25 1000 799 Apogee Caliper 3000 995
Musical Fidelity E100 600 299 Magnaplanar MG3.3 3300 1995
Marantz PM66KI 399 325 Wilson Benesch Act 1 Cherry 6800 5249
LFD Integrated 0 549 399 TDLRTL 3 400 225

TDL RTL 2 280 149
PRE-AMPS
Audio Research SP14 Pre 3000 1750 RECORD DECKS
Exposure 17/18 Super 1698 1250 A.R. EB101, complete 149
Audiolab 8000C 579 349 Linn Sondek LP12, choice of 3, from 399

Roksan Xerxes, XPS3, Light Ash 699
POWER AMPS SME 20, No Arm 2995 2250
Audiolab 8000M (Pair) 1599 1150
Naim Nap 135 Pair 1995 Also available:- Pink Trlangle, Michell Wilson Benesch, Oracle, Basis,
Naim Nap 250 1720 1250 Thorens, A.R., Systemdek, Project, Ariston,

Private parking 2.3 miles J21 - M6 detailed map on request |
!

Superior Quali
) Audio/Visual

AC OUSTIC S Products

Established since 1995, we have built up a massive range of audio ani

video interconnects, plus a select range of quality, hana-built and DIY kit
loudspeakers. All cables feature an advanced semiconducting fayer to
eliminate noise, increasing detail retrieval to release the emotionin music.
We offer a 14-day satisfaction guarantee on all cables for auditioning in
the comfort of your own home. Our cables are only available direct from
us, minimizing the cost to you by cutting outthe dealer margin.

'ww.dbf.u-net.com

Or e-mail : sales(a dbf.u-net.com

Black Velvet 2 x phono - 4 or 5 pin DIN 1m
Black Veivet 4 x phono - 5 pin DIN 1m............
Black Velvet SE gold plated phono-phono 1m..
Black Velvet SCART-2 x phono 1m ...
Black Velvet SCART-SCART1m 6-pins connected ........
Azure gold plated phono-phono 1m ...
Azure 2 x phono - 5pin DIN 1m ...

Azure SE gold plated phono-phono 1m

Whsn oroming S cdbies pease gve he eaured pin configuaten ¢ Iy 107 g
DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckeridge, WARE, Herts. SG11 1SP. UK

“The Black Velvet's unusually atmospheric sound proved
grossing over the long term. There was great insight into
tformances, thanks to an uncanny retrieval of low level

= N "r!i_w'- Hi-Fi Werld January 1997)

. A Vi «.'_;.’,7.

24 hour Telephone/FAX: 0192

EXAMPLES

Web site : http:

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of it Li Tl il FREE Castom Cable Catalogue
specialist cable and connections.

All available by mail order.
Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy

s
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1 1

1 1

1 1

i Address _ ]

‘ h \

[ = NS e i

] 1

i Postcode uJSTq-n E

! NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED CN.E H

l Um' ' l CHBI E E Send to: Custom Cable Service / . E
| I ® Caty,

SERVICE : e b

i '

1 I

=)

Name

PO Box 4007

London SW17 8XG ’
HFW 9/98 \‘"M

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG
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CYRUS

ENGLISH

audio

CLEARANCE SALE

All New + Demonstrated unless marked S/H

QUAD 77 / Carbon

77/10L yew

AUDIOLAB

JOHN SHEARNE
EXPOSURE

PINK TRIANGLE
AUDION

REVOX

NAIM

MAGNUM

37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 ODE

CD

Tuner

Pre

Power
Loudspeakers

DAD 3CD
Pre

Power

A/NV Master

8000T Tuner
8000C Pre

8000A Integrated
8000Q Pre
8000M Monaoblocs

Phase 1 Pre/Power
Phase 2.5 Integrated

CD
XX/Super Integrated

Tarantella

Sterling Valve Power
B77 (S/H) Immaculate
NAC 92 Pre (S/H)
NAP 90/3 Power (S/H)

£699
£699
£849
£599

£598
£648
£450

£485
£460

}

£1249
£1498

}

MP/MF 330 Pre/Power (YH)£1100

Tel: 01432 355081

WAS
£2846

£600

£1696
£698
£799
£579
£499
£2747
£3900
£489

£1050
£700

£575
£600
?

£945

NOW
£1750

£299

£999
£395
£599
£399
£399
£1499
£1900
£295

£850
£575

£395
£300
£495

£699
£750

AUDIO MATTERS

NEW EX-DEM + PART EXCHANGE
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

LIST PRICE SALE PRICE

ANTHEM CD PLAYER ( 5 STAR WHAT HI-FI) EX - DEM 1595 1250
AUDIO PHYSICS ADVANTI 7200 3995
(CADENCE MK1 ROSEWOOD 3500 1750
ANTHEM INTEGRATED 1 AMP VALVE EX -DEM 1295 1036
AUDION SILVER NIGHT 300B MONOBLOCKS 2250 POA
UDION BLACK SHADOWS 845 VALVE 4000 POA
ADIS JA80'S MONOBLOCKS 9912 3995
BL L90'S SPEAKERS 1500 750
ISSION CYRUS DAD 7 899 400
OGERS STUDIO 5 ROSEWOOD 800 450
STEK 610 POWER AMP NEW 900 595
"HARIO HYPER 4 EX-DEM 2000 899
tBURME]STER PHONO STAGE - 350
ALCHEMIST FORSETI PRE+ POWER 2228 POA
ALCHEMIST KRAKEN ANNIVERSARY MKI11 579 POA
AUDIO RESEARCH D250 MK 11 SERVO - 2250
TRIANGLE ANTIALS SPEAKERS EX -DEM 1099 699

MANY MORE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE,
PLEASE CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

A NEW RANGE OF AUDION VALVE AMPS ON DEMONSTRATION FROM
THE BLACK SHADOWS 845 TO THE GOLDEN DREAMS WITH CADENCE
ES MKI11'S, LISTEN AND BE PERSUADED!!

ALSO ON DEMONSTRATION ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, AUDION VALVE
AMPS, A NEW RANGE OF CADENCE SPEAKERS, DPA, MONARCHY CD
PLAYERS, PINK TRIANGLE, SONIC FRONTIERS, TRIANGLE SPEAKERS,

TRILOGY VALVE AMPS AND VAN DEN HUL

AUDIO MATTERS

SURBITON
SURREY
KT6 7UN

TEL:- 0181 255 0572
MOBILE: 0973 436135

Make Model
Alphason GR 5555
Audio Aichemy DDEV1.1
B&O AVS
B& O Beolab 6000
Castle Sevem |l
Celwstion 7
Celestion A1
Celestion A2
Celestion A3
Celestion 301
Kef QR85
Kef Q55
Mendian 551
Merdian 566
Meridian 565
Mendian 562 V
Mendian DSP 5000
Mission 750 SE
Mission 73C
Mission 735

Nad 810
Pioneer A400
‘Quad 77 Preamp
Quad 77 Amplifier
Quad 77Cd
Quad 77 Tuner
Quad 1oL
Rega Eleit
Rotel RB 970
Rotel RB 981
Target MB3W 165
Yamaha DDP 2
Yamaha APD 1
Yamaha DSPA 1092
Yamaha DSPA 3090
Yamaha DSPA 990
Yamaha DSPA 590
Yamaha DSPA 592
Yamaha DSPA 492
Yamaha DSPE 492
Yamaha DSPE 492
‘Yamaha DSPE 200
Yamaha KX 580 SE
Yamaha KX 690

Description
5 Shet Glass Rack
Digital Decoding Encoding Engine V1.1
Television, CD and Radio - Green
Active Loudspeakers
Loudspeakers
Bookshelf Loudspeakers
Loudspeakers with Stands Black
Floor Standing Loudspeakers
Floor Standing Loudspeakers
Floor Standing Loudspeakers
Floor Standing Loudspeakers
Floor Standing Loudspeakers
Amplitier
Dignal to Analogue converter
Dolby Digital, 7 1 DTS, THX Processor
Digital Controller
Digital Active Loudspeakers Black
Loudspeakers Special Edition
Centre Speaker
Large Fioor Standing Speakers
Surround Sound Processor
Amplitier
Pre-amplifier
Integrated Amplifier
Cd Player
Tuner
Loudspeakers
Amplifier
Power Amplifier
Power Amplifier
Wide modular equipment rack
Dolby Digital Processor
RF Demodulator
Dolby Digttal Prologic Amplifier
Dolby Digital Prologic Amplifier
Prologic Amplifier
1996 Pro-logic Amplifier of the year
Pro-logic Dalby Digital Upgradable
Pro-logic Ampidier
Pro-lagic Ampittier
Pro-logic Processor
Pro Logic Processor
Dolby B,C & S Cassette Deck
Dolby B,C.S, & 3 Head Cassette Deck

Code Stock R.R.P.

MEXXXXMXXZXXMXXXXDDOXXXXZODZXXXXXXXZZZXXXODX XXX

RO CO = RO RO RI R =t R) —b b —h = b i b mb —h b b A R —h b e b kb b kb b

£300.00
£400.00
£4,650.00
£1,550.00
£240.00
£240.00
£1,100.00
£1,500.00
£2,400.00
£449.00
£350.00
£500.00
£795.00
£1,095.00
£2,850.00
£995.00
£3,295.00
£250.00
£150.00
£650.00
£400.00
£290.00
£850.00
£700.00
£700.00
£600.00
£600.00
£730.00
£225.00
£300.00
£200.00
£350.00
£100.00
£850.00
£1,600.00
£900.00
£350.00
£330.00
£250.00
£250.00
£250.00
£250.00
£250.00
£400.00

Tel: 01788 540772 Fax 01788 542170

CODE KEY:-N=NEW X =EXDEM S =SECOND HAND

Now
£150.00
£225.00

£3,650 00
£1,350.00
£120.00
£120.00
£700.00
£1,250.00
£1,900.00
£349.90
£275.00
£400.00
£550.00
£695.00
£2,000.00
£700.00
£2,000.00
£190.00
£100.00
£400.00
£125.00
£100.00
£650.00
£475.00
£475.00
£475.00
£375.00
£350.00
£160.00
£250.00
£140.00
£250.00
£70.00
£650.00
£900.00
£375.00
£175.00
£290.00
£190.00
£190.00
£150.00
£150.00
£190.00
£250.00

12 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 5LP

TEL: 01283 702875
9am- Ypm
INCLUDING SUNDAYS

IAN HARRISON HI-FI

HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.

CARTRIDGES & STYU TONEARMS CASSETTE DECKS COMPACT DISC
DENON PIONEER
ROKSAN PIONEER

SHURE SME TEAC TEAC

AUDIO TECHNICA MOTH SONY SONY
GOLDRING wl BENESCH | DENON DENON
AUDIOQUEST I YAMAHA YAMAHA
TRANSFIGURATION MARANTZ MARANTZ
LONDON (DECCA) QUAD
ARCAM PHILIPS
GRADO CREEK
ROKSAN TECHNICS

VAN DEN HUL STRATOSPHERE | PO HUNEIS
SI(STT())-{FEJO?;\J & OTHERS TASCAM SONY

SONY DENON

AUDIO NOTE FIONEER
WILSON BENESCH FOSTEX

oy - YAMAHA

MARANTZ
FURNITURE QUAD

PHILIPS

APOLLO

ATC SOUND STYLE AMPLIFIERS
QUAD PROJEKT
b i PIONEER DENON
T
ORGANISATION
REEL-REEL PIONEER
STUDER o
BEYE SONIC LNK TASCAM mu
SONY AUDIOQUEST
AKG AUDIO-TECHNICA & OTHERS
GRADO VAN DEN HUL *ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED
DIO- GOLDRING WITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO
TECHN'CA EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. GOODS
ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY, NO GENERAL CATALOGUES. PLEASE
PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES.

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON,
DERBY, DEGS 6GQ. TEL: 01283 70287S. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

HI-Fl WORLD



OMEGA PERSONAL COMPUTERS
Tel: 01732 848268
Fax: 01732 848289

MULTI-MEDIA SENSATION!!

Intel Pentium MMX 233 Mhz Processor
ATX Format Desktop or Midi Tower Case

Elite P5STX-A Pro Motherboard Wl Microsoft &
32Mb Fast SDRAM e

2.1Gb Fujitsu UDMA Hard Disk Drive CRE/TIVE {mmz

32 Speed CD ROM Drive PRt ™ot e ™ =

3.5" 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive

15” LG Electronics SVGA Monitor

ATl 2Mb PCI Graphics Card
Soundblaster AWE64V Soundcard
Labtec 1013 Stereo Speakers

105 key Windows 95 keyboard

Microsoft Compatible PS/2 Mouse
Microsoft Windows 98 Operating System

3 YEARS ON-SITE WARRANTY

INTEL PENTIUM 11 SENSATION!!

Intel Pentium Il 350 Mhz Processor
ATX Format Desktop or Midi Tower Case

@ LG Electronics FUT)TSU

@ eurearowr (€

3 599!!

E&OE. All Prices are exclusive of VAT and delivery

Elite P6BX-A+ Motherboard with AGP ’ Microsoft %
64Mb Fast SDRAM ln-rel

4.3Gb Fujitsu UDMA Hard Disk Drive mﬂde V*
32 Speed CD ROM Drive penfie il CRZ_TIViZ \lsom{u

3.5” 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive
17" LG Electronics SVGA Monitor
ATl 4Mb 3D AGP Graphics Card
Soundblaster AWE64V Soundcard
Labtec 1021 Stereo Speakers

105 key Windows 95 Keyboard
Microsoft Compatible PS/2 Mouse

@ LG Electronics FUTTSU

ELITEGROUP

INNOVAT ON WITH QUALITY . .

Mirocsoft Windows 98 Operating System
3 YEARS ON-SITE WARRANTY

[ ﬁ EURDCARD
VA
| rs—gy | S

£ 999!

E&OE. All Prices are exclusive of VAT and delivery




; HIGH END §
Oxgord Audio Consultant R_.J.E
HI-FI SPECIALISTS DISPOSAL AT
FANEIBRIIAWVIL™NEVF.VYE
/ BADA IO IOV IOUTIYE PRICES!
7 84 PENDARVES STREET TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE CORNWALL
, R14 8NJ 01209 710777
i i i Electrocompaniet AW1 OODMB dual mono power amp £POA
Our superb service is the same, regardless of price. Electrocompaniet EC4.6 line leve! pre-amp, remote cntrl £POA
Electrocompaniet EC1 line level integrated amp £POA
. Electrocompamet EEZ line level integrated amp £P8A
D PIAYER NE E. ves we really . lectrocompaniet EC3 line level integrated amp, remote £POA
o i b Electrocompaniet EMC1 CD player NEW PRODUCT £POA
vea demonstrator and boy is it outrageously good Electrocompaniet ECP1 phono pre-amp £POA
SONUS FABER AMATI HOMAGE - at last a mndmiﬁunmn'thvmmlmlnnunmnv Grado SR 325 headphones £POA
that is a true world beater !! - a full-scale GUARNERI that we’ve prayed for ages Ortofon MC 10 Supreme £POA
MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA PREAMP - VERY LIMITED EDITION - BEIN Ortofon MC 20 Supreme £POA
QUICK !"! Ortofon MC 30 Supreme £POA
JADIS - THE NEW ORCHESTRA CD & AMP - £1099 EACH - these are going to be Ortofon MC 3000 £POA 3
worid beaters - you owe it to yourself to audition this French dus - styling to die for as 8"_1(_)' ont 'g? Rotl;rglann Eggﬁ 4
SOt M ) Pro-ect Perspective Tumntable NEW PRODUCT oA §
VIDIKRON HELIOS PROJECTOR - Stunning picture and so easy to set up an d use Pror__led 9 pick-up arm (Linn Fit)) NEW PRODUCT £POA
KRELL 290CDPLAYER & S00 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER - JUSTOUT & ‘HOT 20/2 precision turntable £POA
WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM 5 - still our reference speaker; ours sound even better now! ! SME 20/2A as above with series V arm £POA
SONUS FABER MUSICA - a gorgeous looking amplifier with sourd to match | SME series Il model 3009 pick-up arm £POA
THETA JADE TRANSPORT - A TOP-CLASS REPLACEMENT FOR THE DATA | SME series 300 model 309 pick-up arm £POA
SME series IV pick-up arm £POA
BASIC2 SME series V pick £POA
JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS - not to be under-rated ToL égr;%so Lg{f 3 ;”g ;(';s SPOA
MARANTZ CD17/PMI7/ST17 K.L SIGNATURE SERIES - hear how good it is | TDL GF 200 Loudspoakers SPOA
KRELL 250 PREAMP AND 250A POWER AMP - incredible value for money - just TDL CF 300 Loudspeakers £POA
ask for a dem TDL T-Line 2 Loudspeakers £POA
CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH, CABLE TALK, SHAKTL, ALL OF THE ABOVE IS NEW EQUIPMENT, AT PROBABLY UNBEATABLE PRICES -TRY US
GM AUDIO, HARMONIX, SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, KONTAK etc | ON THESE, OR YOUR OTHER REQUIREMENTS, CHOOSE FROM OUR LISTING: 4
AV gt CDPLA - staggering build quality and ' WE ARE DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING AUDIO PRODUCTS
unrivalled sound: quite extraordinary, believe me! AKG ALIHIG Technizal BAndrdos, Beyerdygantdniose ot Vea Char, Da Deron
GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE - now even better looking and Electrocompaniet, Genesis, Gogld;ing,yGra)z;o, Harman. JBL. et Rowland. JM Labs, Klipsh,
superb value Musical Technology, NAD, Neat Acoustics, Onkyo, Primare Systems, Project, QED, Quad,
OPERA DUETTO/PLATEA & TERZA SPEAKERS - SOLID MAHOGANY Revqx, Rg(el. Sh':E. Straighm:ire, F?xgde‘;, TDC‘Ii Teacl, Thorens, Trichod Research, Also please
*******MAQA UBDkRIMERESIEREE CRED’TAVAILABIE******* enquire about other brands plus and studio equipment.
COPLAND CD266/277/288 CD PLAYERS - all superb value for money from this :I"D' '-“SE:‘ °';°‘° oD :_R::EC'T"’)" SJSTEMS/"°:" Ac‘:’;'“E:LEkV Bl
very impressive company; now joined by the CSA28 amplifier Aég %";‘é‘a A“SEg' Ygll" fonitor ‘o) encirepairs modsatl re-clocking, !
9 - PIONEER, SONY, PHILIPS, DENON. We are valve and transistor
UNISON RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 INTEGRATED AMP - you've read the reviews; epocialistoNSpErAr! Cables saliEn!
Just wait till you hear it ) DUE TO THE ADVENT OF TRICHORD CLOCK Il WE NOW HAVE A NUMBER OF
MUSICAL FIDELITY 100t AMPLIFIER - a really excellent new amplifier - try it ! CLOCK Il UNITS FOR DISPOSAL. WE CAN OFFER THESE FITTED TO YOUR CD
EX DEM & P/EX BARGAI NS PLAYER OR TRANSPORT AT £110.00 INCLUDING RETURN CARRIAGE.

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT
Licensed Credit Broker
Agencies in Audio Analogue Air Tangent A mummn- \ Resea Audi
Cable Tal Ca Cog l’\n‘ Denon Idiivy Ha x H k, Jadis, Koatsu Kre! ra, Marantz,
Martin Logan, Mi hiell Musical |-(de! )] relie, Ortofon, Pink T EI > sneer, Proac,
Proceed, Projekt, QED, QUAO, REL Su. ﬂoo!ers Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Stax,
Target, TDL TEAC, Theta, Thorens, Transparan( ables, Unison Research, van den Hul, Videokron,
Wilson, Yamaha.
TAX FREE EXPORT SERVICE
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

nica, B&W,

ARCAM ALPHA 6 PLUS £200 SH
AUDIOLAB C PREAMPLIFIER £295 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 POWER AMPLIFIER £1295 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH VT130SE BLACK £3995 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH VTM120 SE PRIVATE SALE £3750 SH
AUDIO SYNEHESIS PASSION PRIVATE SALE £850 .
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK | £1495 XD
AUDIO INNOVATIONS PI PHONO STAGE £195 SH SELECTED PRODUCTS FROM:
AUDIO INNOVATIONS L1 LINE STAGE £150 SH
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 MONOBLOCK POWER AMPS £495 SH
B & W P6 ROSENUT £595 SH ARCADIA, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIO NOTE,
COUNTERPOINT SA 100 POWER AMP £495 SH PA *A N
EPOS ES14 SPEAKERS INCL STANDS £395 SH B Ry EnA, HICOCHREVE
EXPOSURE CD PLAYER NEW BOXED £850NEW HORNING, LIVING VOICE, SME, VOYD
EXPOSURE CD PLAYER EX DEM £695 XD
EXPOSURE XX1 INTEGRATED AMP REMOTE EX DEM  £795 XD SERVICES:
EXPOSURE XX 1/XVIIl PRE/POWER EX DEM £1295 XD 3
HEYBROOK SEXTETS £595 SH
KRELL KPS201 CD PLAYER (DELTA 09 UPGRADE) £8495 SH e : ;
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 AS NEW £605 XD AUDIO INNOVATIONS valve amphfler repair, service
?)/IUSICAL FIDELITY F22 PREAMP £695 SH and spare parts (most parts available including

RELLE XTC TRANSPORT/DAC £995 XD : .
PROAC RESPONSE 3.5 LIGHT OAK £2995 XD repla_cement mains and output transformers).. We can
REGA ELA WALNUT SPEAKERS £295 SH repair and service most makes of valve amplifier both
ROKSAN ATTESSA £495 SH vintage and moden.
SNELL TYPE J/1I £295 SH . ]
SPENDOR SP7 SPEAKERS CHERRY £995 XD KIT VALVE AMPLIFIER assembly service: Thinking of
STAX NOVA BASIC H/PHONE SYSTEM £295 XD i ifier ki i i
R EACT] TR ANSPORT 2 Sh buying a valve ampllfler kit but not sure if you can. put it
THORENS PRE/POWER £650 SH together? Then give us a call. Assembled kits delivered
THORENS CD/DAC £695 SH back fully tested: phone for details and prices.
TUBE TECHNOLOGY UNISYS AMPLIFIER £795 SH
TRANSPARENT REFERENCE IM BAL INTERCONNECT  £1795 SH
TRANSPARENT REFERENCE 8FT SPKR CABLE £2200 SH USED AND EX-DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT FOR SALE:
YAMAHA DSPA592 £250 SH

(0)1:]¢ List

[BORDER PATROL 300B SE 10W single-ended power amp
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S500 integrated valve amp
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S200 pre-amp

‘GOLDRING Excel VX moving coil cartridge (demo <20hrs)
VOYD, The Voyd, 3 motor split-phase mahogany
HELIUS Cyalene tonearm (AudioNote silver wired)

£1750
£495
£175
£295
£895
£800

(£2500)
(£1200)
(£350)
(£525)
(€£1850)
(€1799)

AUDIONOTE AN SPX silver speaker cable. ( Two 3m sets).

£995/set (£2750)

Open Mon-Sat 10am 6pm

Oxgord _Audio Consulfants

TEL/FAX: BRIGHTON 01273 276716

Oxiord Audio Consultants, Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JD
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford.Audio @btintemet.com

W SEPTEMBER 1998
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MEASURED PERFORMANCE

jVC TD-V622

Variable bias on this deck worked
with all tapes. It yielded a good, flat
trequency response, so the TD-V662
will sound tonally balanced. Our
analvsis shows results with I[EC IV
Metzl standard tape, bias set at the
middle position.

The transport mechanism proved
very speed stable. There was little
drift and low levels of wow and
Slutter. The analysis shows this as a
sharp peak (low drift) with little sign
of capstan ‘shoulders’ (wow) and
minimal flutter. A rock-steady sound
with good clarity and little cassette
‘paperiness” will result.

The replay amplifiers were quiet
and replay frequency response,
which affects pre-recorded tapes and
compatibility between machines,
was excellent. There will be little
sign of dullness in the sound.

Hiss levels were relatively low
with Dolby B and C engaged, but
Dolby S is missing. However, the
JVC gets very high signal levels onto
all tape types. The

SONIC FRONTIERS
PROCESSOR 3

Qur frequency response analysis
shows the Processor 3 DAC
produces a conventional response
characteristic, despite its use of
valves. There was one small
measurable difference - bandwidth
had contracted by 1kHz or so, from
a typical 21kHz to 19.8kHz, but this
would be inconsequential in terms
of sound quality. The smooth, flat
response suggests a natural tonal
balance, free from warmth or
brightness.

Distortion levels were relatively
low at all signal levels, ranging from
0.008% at -6dB to 29% at -90dB,
comparable with the best DACs
available.

Channel separation was high at
130d8 in the midband and dynamic
range very good at 112dB, due
mainly to low distortion levels at -
60dB. The only unusual feature was

HI-FI WORLD

Frequency response

TD-V662 was accurately aligned
and adjusted to give balanced

results, whether handling blanks or (d8B)
pre-recorded tapes. NK

+3
REPLAY ({pre-recorded tapes) o
Frequency response (-2dB) 30Hz- 3
20kHz

Speed accuracy ~ +0.4% fast
Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -61d3
50 frequency (Hz) 20k

RECORDING (blank tapes)

Frequency response (IEC Primary Sperd variations 3159 fest tone
Refs') level :
Ferric (1EC 1) 40Hz-18kHz (dB)
Chrome (IEC Il) 40Hz-14kHz
Metal (IEC 1V) 10Hz-20kHz

Separation {1kHz) 49dB

Distortion (315Hz) 1%

Hiss (70uS, Dolby out) -56dB
Speed variations (DIN total) 0.05%
Flutter energy (3-3.13kHz) -32dB 0
MOL/SAT (IEC Refs) 2970
315Hz/10kHz
IEC | (Ferric)
1EC Il (Chrome)
IEC IV (Metal)

trequency (Hz) 3170

3.5dB/-9dB
3dB/-7.5dB
4.6dB/0dB

Frequency response

a high output of 2.9V, around +3dB

louder than the CD standard of 2V.
Sanic Frontiers’ Processor 3

measured well in all areas. NK

Frequency response

4Hz-19.8kHz
Distortion (%)
left right
-6dB 0.008 0.008
-30dB 0.017 0017 frequency (Hz)
-60dB 0.4 0.4
-QOdB 29 29 Distortion
0.0
Separation (dB) left right thd
1kHz 130 130
20kHz 102 102 %
Noise -108d8B
with emphasis -108dB 0.01
Dynamic range 112dB
Output 2.9V 0

SEPTEMBER 1998 “
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SONNETEER

It's time to get serious...

The Hi-Fi Show '98
17-20 Sept
Room 1122
at the Renaissance

Formerly the Ramada

p.o.box 163c, esher, surey, kt10 Oyh, england.
tel: +44 (0) 1372 468676
fax: +44 (0) 1372 470053
www.sonheteer.co.uk
- amplifiers -

CD player - phono stage - dac -

R — al - o . d e T 4 .

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS
MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES
RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE
DIFFERENCE !!

For prices tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND
Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355
e-mail:musonic @compuserve.com

Visa SIMPLY THE BEST

resolution?

Audion Audio Note Art Audio

Audio Innovations Cary
Unison Research Leak
World Audio Designs

Famous names and impressive amplifiers but
you will not experience their full capability until you
fit a BorderPatrol power supply

P

Border Pairol

Take control

Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1273 276716

i SEPTEMBER 1998

—Interconnects & Speaker Cables —

1994 Best Speaker Cable

Seom

1995 | Best Interconnect & Highly
@; :5} Recommended Speaker Cable
1996 =y Best Interconnect &
E,@% @ Best Speaker Cable
- N

1997 Best Speaker Cable &
z@ @ Highly Recommended
NS N Interconnect

Interconnects  Speaker Cables

Doesn’t Your System Deserve The Best?

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Please telephone, fax or write to

Cable Talk,

Unit ], Albany Park, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2PL
Tel (UK ONLY): FREEPHONE 0808 - 100 - 6868
TEL: (+44) (0) 1276 686717. FAX: (+44) (0) 1276 686353
Please quote HFW 09/98

HI-FI WORLD



ROTEL RCD-971

This player has the now popular and
common slow roll-off in upper treble
that makes for a smooth sound
reasonably free from CD hardness
and brightness. The low end reaches
down to a subsonic 4Hz, like most
players.

Distortion was well controlled,
measuring identically on both
channels. At 0.02% on a -30dB
signal, and 0.5% on a -60dB signal,
the Rotel produces little distortion by
any standard, an impressive result.
Our distortion analysis shows little in
the way of distortion harmonics,
seen as spikes, so the Rotel should
sound fairly clean and free from
obvious digital coarseness.

Output was normal at 2.3V and
channel separation high too.
Coupled with a high dynamic range

NAD PP1 PHONO
STAGE

This is a fine little unit based around
the NE5532 op amp, an old
favourite in the audio biz. NAD
seem to have reduced noise even
further than usual from it (this is a
very quiet chip), equivalent input
noise measuring an extremely low
0.175uV, CCIR weighted. | expected
to measure 0.3uV-0.8uV, so the
NAD is outstanding in this respect.
Hiss from the electronics is inaudible

ABSOLUTE 4P ACTIVE
The Absolute 4P reaches down to
60Hz from forward radiation and the
port works down to below 40Hz. A
slower roll off than is usual from a
reflex suggests there may be some
subsonic boost. Switching in a 40Hz
subsonic cut filter eliminated
vigorous LF cone movement under
pink noise test, so the 4P extends
down well and is likely to exhibit
healthy deep-bass output in a room
big enough to support low
frequencies. Otherwise the 4P is as

HI-FI WORLD

value of 110dB the Rotel
measured very well all round. NK

Frequency response4Hz- 21kHz
Distortion (%)

left right
-6dB 0.01 0.017
-30dB 0.02 0.019
-60dB 0.5 0.5
-90dB 29 29
Separation (dB) left right
1kHz 102 103
20kHz 98 99
Noise -104d8B
with emphasis -104dB
Dynamic range 110dB
Output 2.35V

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

Distortion

‘ ”l‘! if '?"L'“" N“W'@WJ“ ’Wvﬁ‘!&Nw‘

1k trequency (Hz) 21k

at this level; it comes from thermal
noise in the signal coils instead.

NAD have not included a warp
filter, so those with warped records
need to watch out because gain is
high right down to 9Hz. Overall gain
at 1TkHz, input to output, measured
x100, normal for MM but on the low
side for MCs of any flavour. RIAA
equalisation proved accurate
between the 9Hz-54kHz (-1dB)
frequency limits.

The output overloaded at a fairly

low level of 5.5V. Around 10V s
more usual. However, this is stifl
good enough in my view.

The NAD is a neat little pre-amp
with no weaknesses. NK

Disc - MM only
Frequency response 9Hz-54kHz

Separation 91dB
Ncise te.i.n.) a.175uVv
Gain x100

Overload (infout) 60mV/5.5V

flat as one would hope from a well-
engineered active design.

My only slight reservation is an
academically flat treble extension to
20kHz; might sound right in theory,
rarely sounds right in practice. Only
Tonigen or HD3P tweeters are good
enough for this. | would expect
challenging treble, from a recording
that contains such energy in the first
place, of course. The 4P may
occasionally sound a little bright
and/or hard as a result. Otherwise it
is well engineered. NK

level
(dB)

+5

Frequency response

0
5

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
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0%CREDIT

71 HIGH STREET,

O
sn:‘ .f.l”e\“(" AKI'T%E4NB’T (SUBJECT TO STATUS)
ENGI’_AND, . l 2 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

FREE PARKING
WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS
OPEN 9.00-6.00 MON -SAT

TEL: 0181 336 0012
FAX: 0181 336 2703

“NEED HIGH QUALITY HIFI IN AN EMERGENCY?”

CHECK OUT OUR 999 BARGAINS! CHORD

S NOW

Aura CA200/PA100 (CHROME)
pre-power £ 1500 £ 999
Castle Howard (YEW) £ 1400 £ 999
Mcintosh MC7100 Power £ 1575 £ 999

...PLUS ...

EPOS ES30 £ 2385 £1995
Linn LK100 Power E/D £ 650 £POA
Linn Majik Line E/D £ 650 £POA
Linn Mayjik Phono E/D £ 800 £POA
USA ESOTERIA Marantz CD67SE £ 299 £ 249
Musical Fidelity X Pre & XA50x2 £ 700 £ 595
Nakamichi CR4E S/H £ 795 £ 465
Teac V8030S Tape (Gold) £ 700 £ 550

EXCLUSIVE AREA DEALERSHIP FOR...

® ATC ® AVI ® CASTLE ® CHORD ® DIAPASON @

® EPOS ® GRAAF @ H/K ® JAMO CONCERT® LINN @
® MARK LEVINSON @ MUSICAL FIDELITY ® PROCEED

® PROJECT @ PIONEER PRECISION @ RESTEK®

® ROKSAN @ TEAC @ UNISON RESEARCH @ PLUS:
ALCHEMIST, CABLE TALK, DPA, EXPOSURE, HARBETH,
JBL, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MCINTOSH, NAD, NORDOST,

PRECIOUS METALS, REL, RUARK, SENNHEISER, SONIC
LINK,STANDS UNIQUE, TANNOY, TDL, AND MANY MORE YR,

“MAIL ORDER WELCOME” OTL EXCELLENCE”

GENUINE BARGAINS AVAILABLE ON CLEARANCE ITEMS, ‘PHONE FOR DETAILS’ NEW MALDEN EXIT (A2403) ON A3 NEAR KINGSTON UPON THAMES

ORIGIN LIVE TURNTABLE KITS
Standard & Ultra

Now you can save money and build your own high
performance deck. The standard kit version 1s offered at £145,
and the uitra version at £279. Both decks come with a full set of
drawings and guidance instructions. The kit allows for your
creativity or there are optional parts that will enable you to
assemble a tried and tested design within 1-4 hours.
This is probably the easiest kit you will ever make.

“this Vinyl font end had my jaw heading towards the floor with
the solidity and transparency of the music it was making”...
*“ the standard came up with crystal clear images set in a broad
sound stage”... “With all these goodies in place, the standard
would give turntables at the £1200-£1400 mark a hard time.”
HI-FI WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

“is exceptionally easy to build and professional in both sound
quality and appearance”
HI FI NEWS SUPPLEMENT NOV 97

SPINDLE & BEARING HOUSE

ORIGIN LIVE MODIFICATION FOR THE
REGA RB250 & RB300 ARM

If you are the proud owner of one of these two arms why not
turbocharge it into the league of super arms with the Origin live
structural modification:- £75 inc post & packing. Those
investing in this upgrade report that the transformation is
simply night and day. Rewiring with silver litz cable is also
offered at an additional £70.

“I have to say the Rega modifications turn this humble arm into
a real Giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of the
cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have
great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge.” HI FI
WORLD SUPPLEMENT NOV 97 (structural modification only
to a RB250)

For arm modifications we normally return your arm in 2-3 days

LROUSS SECTION OF ARM END

HRLAD
ENWAT
4 SUR—
REGA atm . TEPLACEMENT REA, STLE

1HaN BOLT

WICK. A“TACL ~NT BY 804 T ADJL TrENT

For further information contact:-
Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne,
Southampton, SO19 4BT
Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
Email: origin.live@virgin.net
web site: http://www.originlive.com/index.htm

m SEPTEMBER 1998
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KRK V8
'he KRK has three treble levels, shelf
yoost, shelf cut and normal. Here it
s tested in normal mode, like the
sther loudspeakers, and with
naximum bass extension (“-3dB at
15Hz" quoted). Dispersion and
»hasing were pretty well controlled,
naking frequency response
easonably consistent over a wide
orward angle.

On or above the tweeter axis a
sharp crossover phase suckout
appears, so ideally this loudspeaker

should be listened to on-axis in the
near field. Our analysis shows it has
a flat frequency response, with a
little top end roll-down, useful in
avoiding treble hardness and
sharpness. There is a small amount
of bass lift to add body and warmth
to the sound; without this a
loudspeaker sounds ‘thin’.

The low frequency limit (-6dB) on
our analysis is 50Hz, good for such
a small cabinet. The port will extend
this down further, so measurement
confirms the published specification.

Frequency response

level
(dB)

400 2k 7k 20k

frequency (Hz)

12 78

The KRK is neatly engineered and
free from major problems. NK

EVENT 20/20BAS

The Events sounded soft and smooth
under pink noise test, the cause
being a crossover dip that attenuates
frequencies around 3kHz. This dip
changed little with vertical
microphone position so it appears to
be in the amplitude response, rather
than being a phase suckout. It will
make for an ‘easy’ sound less
forward and detailed than a ‘flat’

loudspeaker. The broad peak in
output around 630Hz should push
speech and vocals forward a little.
Downward bass extension was to
50Hz, below which a front-firing
port operates to take output down
further to around 40Hz.

The Event will have its own
sound. Being easy on the ear it may
be liked, but in truth the presentation
isn’t strictly accurate. NK

Frequency response

level
(dB)

+5

400 2k 7k 20k

frequency {Hz)

HARBETH XPRESSION!
DPM1 PRO-ACTIVE

The Harbeth has an upper-bass peak
around 140Hz and reaches down to
50Hz. | would expect the peak to
add some speed and impact to hand
drums and such like. A broad peak
around 1kHz will push vocals
forward a little and a crossover dip
above this point, around 4kHz, will

Hi-FI WORLD

add some softness to treble. Taken
together these effects will add
character to the sound, for better or
worse according to the tastes of the
listener.

In absolute terms the Harbeth is
not especally accurate. Many active
and passive loudspeakers are flatter
in their response characteristics
these days. NK

Frequency response

level
(dB)

400 2k 7k
frequency (Hz)

20k
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AudioCom (UK)

Suppliers of the Worlds Finest Components

Catalobue Preview Of Selected Components

SILMIC® (Silk Fibre series electrolytic capacltor)
Elna have recently introduced a new capacitor using a
newly developed separator paper. The main material of
this separator 1s silk fibre mixed with Manila hemp fibre,
which was inconceivable as material of capacitors in the
past. The result is the highest class acoustic electrolytic
capacitor exerting excellent sonic pertormance

éﬁ;ts of Slik-mixed paper on sound
uality improvements

The tlexibility of silk relieves the vibrational energy
generated between the electrodes in a capacitor, acoustic
vibration through the air, and mechanical vibration from
within the unit. The silk fibres in conjunction with the
results from research and developement of element
technology including electrolyte, terminal lead, and
sectional winding have produced a superb electrolytic
capacitor for audio excelling in clarity, resolution and
depth, They are recommended for power supply reservoir
and de-coupling applications.

Available from 1.0uF to 4700pF at 25 to 100VDC

Valve Enthusiasts! High voltage Eina Cerafine electolytic capacitors, 500V at
47pF,47+47pF, 100pF, 100+00pF. REL AudioCap™ film & foll, capacitors up to
2400VvDC

Solid State and Loudspeaker Builders! DACT cT7 Attenuators, Sanyo
OS-CON, Nichicon MUSE, REL Multicap™, 99.99% pure Silver wire, Vampire™ OFC
connectors, COROBAR® iron dust core inductors, Caddock high power resistors.

For further details and pricing on any of the above, and product information on the many
other items we stock, send for a Free copy of our 1998 Parts Catalogue, contact us at:-
AudioCom (UK)

Units 4/6, Tindle Centre, Warren Street, Tenby, Pembrokshire, SA70 7JY
Tel. (01834) 842803 Tel/Fax. (01834) 842804
e-mail address: audiocom @ connect-wales.co.uk
(Business Hours: 9.30 to 5.30 from Mon-Fri)

& accessories

FOR CASH OR EXCHANGE
any make, any age
NOTHING LEGAL REFUSED!

(Official ID with address & signature required from sellers)

MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE

64 Notting Hill Gate, London W11
2 0171 792 2474

480 Fulham Rd (Broadway), London SW6
® 0171 385 5350

95 Berwick St, Soho, London W1
® 0171 434 2939

MVE, Manchester Arndale Centre (near
High St entrance) 2 0161 839 0677

OPEN 7 DAYS

LARGE SELECTION ON SALE

DanisH Aupio ConnecT

Made in Denmark

CT1i Audio Attenuator / Volume Control
Improve the sound quality of your amplifiers by
changing to the CT | volume control.

CT 1 offers you a more effortless sound, more details, better dynamics,
lower distortion and improved bandwidth. CT1 has the ability to
“disappear” and not influence the enjoyment of the music. The tracking
between stereo channels and the attenuation is within the range of
professional equipment. Besides, CT | is very compact for easy build-in.
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66/67 Upper North Street Brighton BN1 3FL
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419
Email: emull@powerplanf co.uk
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BOSTON CRé6

The Boston may be small and
inexpensive but it has a reasonably
flat overall frequency response.
Budget drivers usually add spurious
peaks and troughs, and there are
some here. They are indicative of
coloration. The tweeter is prominent
in its output, meaning the ‘speaker
will sound a little bright. Bass output
reaches down to around 80Hz from
forward radiation, below which a

AMPLIFIERS

MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-
VISTA PRE-AMPLIFIER

One feature of any good valve amp
is its maximum output. Whilst solid
state typically swings 10V, valve pre-
amps swing 60V or more, including
the MF Nu-vista. Since most power
amps need no more than 1V to
deliver full output, the extra 59V or
50 is headroom.

A pre-amp needs at least x3 gain,
so this unit’s x6 gain via
CD/tuner/aux. is more than enough.
It combines with a conventional
x100 phono (MM) gain value to give
x600 overall via phono, enough for
a high-output MC. There are no
input or output overload issues
because of the headroom available.

Frequency response

port kicks in.

A low overall impedance of level
5.7ohms draws amplifier current,
aiding apparent sensitivity when
working from a constant voltage
source like a solid-state amplifier.
The speaker delivered a healthy
88dB SPL from a nominal watt of
input (2.8V).

For a budget loudspeaker the

Boston gives a satisfactory H g duE AU gl A
frequency (Hz)
performance. NK
Input noise on phono was very Distortion

low at 0.3uV. Hiss will not be a
problem. The phono stage had

level

accurate RIAA equalisation and it (%)
features a warp filter that rolls off
gain below 35Hz. 0.05

Musical Fidelity’s Nu-vista pre-
amp measured very well in all

respects. NK
CD/tuner/faux. 5 10k frequency (Hz)
Frequency response 8Hz-48kHz
Separation 93dB  Separation 72dB
Distortion 0.004%  Noise 0.3uV
Gain x6  Distortion 0.005%
In/out overload 10V/60V  Gain x600
Disc In/out overload 10mVv/60V
Frequency response

35Hz-48kHz

MYRYAD T-40

The Myryad produces 60watts into
8ohms and no less than 100watts
into a 4ohm load, so there is power
in reserve for low-impedance
loudspeakers.

The Myryad produces little
distortion right across the audio
band, at low or high-power outputs.
With good sensitivity, negligible DC
offset and wide bandwidth, it
performs well.

Myryad fit an MM phono stage
for LP lovers and it measured
correctly in all areas, being quiet,
sensitive and satisfactory in
overload. Frequency response rolls

HI-FI WORLD

Distortion

off below 25Hz or so, meaning some 1%
attenuation of warps exists.

The Myryad T-40 measured well
in all respects. NK

Power 66watts

CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 5Hz-80kHz »

Separation 74dB 800 1k “frequency (Hz)
Noise -100dB festione

Distortion 0.006%  Separation

Sensitivity 280mV  Noise

Overload >3V Distortion

DC offset OmV/OmV  Sensitivity

Disc Overload

Frequency response22Hz-55kHz

70dB
-77dB
0.008%
2.5mV
80mV
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SOUND-BYTES

High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands

»

There is no doubt, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable
floorstanding speakers  must be filled with a suitable mass loading material. Our small
diamond shaped steel chips are designed to almost completely eliminate pillar and
{ cabinet resonance that would normally adversely effect speaker performance.

i But don't just take our word for it, independent recommendations from the stand and
: speaker manufacturers listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews
N from the Hi-Fi press. in addition we have just celebrated a record breaking sales figure
g i i"ih of 25 TONNES of material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these

o sales and not a single complaint - only letters of thanks from satisfied customers!

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE!

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY: "Itll improve: your unfilled
"listening tests proved conclusively stands, budgeror dear’ Kf_".' :.’:"'e"
Not enly was the bass tighter and better to my mind that SOUND-BYTES are o
defwed, but midrange became befter thoroughly effective" Janathan Kettle.
focused and treble more precise." Daminic BOkel:i CYBERFi AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROM )
Hi-Fi Waorl

Colin Mackenzie s
RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: HI-FI-CORNER
1}

Sco_t'lz_a(r:\d‘s No.1
APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, X e

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLYER, RUARK, Tel: 0131 556 7901
SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET ONLY £24.95 + £5.00 P&P

AUDIOLAB - TANNOY - DENSEN - BOSE - AUDIOQUEST - ARCAM - REGA - AUDIO ANALOGUE - UNISON RESEARCH - OPERA lg
$
From our original premises in Sauchiehall Street, Qo
and then onto our previous address at Woodlands @
Road, James Kerr has been giving expert advice to 5
enthusiasts for the best part of fifty years. What X
has not changed, however, is the traditional values %
of good service and advice. .g
z
We have in our dedicated listening rooms not only o
the best in quality Hi-Fi but also: b
il
D
H l - F l (@)
High End Audio - Listen to some serious Hi-Fi. We have exclusive dealerships on some of the best equipment

available.

Multi-room - How would you like a home in which no wires or speakers were seen, and the equipment was
nidden? Why not come in and have a demonstration of our 'multi-room' system.

Kerrs Commercial - Professional installation of background music systems.

Budget Hi-Fi - At James Kerr we use our skill to pick the best value Hi-Fi systems from £250 to whatever your
nank manager allows. Plus quality mini systems from TEAC and Denon.

Rental - of TV, video recorders, Hi-Fi and home cinema equipment.

Quality DJ Equipment - Turntable and mixer packages from Tech-
nics, KAM, and Vestax starting at £400.

M- BN - 7134 - ITALSANNOS - JIANVNA

STANDS UNIQUE -CYRUS - ONKYO - QUAD - RUARK - SENNHEISER - CABLETALK

145 BATH STREET o

Home Cinema - Listen to a wide range of fantastic home cinema GLASGOW =
equipment products in our audio visual suite. - .8 TEL: 0141 226 5711 '8

ASK FOR JAMIE OR COLIN o

TEAC - PROJECT - ORTOFON - MICHELL - TARGET - QED - MARANTZ - NAD - DENON -KELVIN - PANASONIC - SOUND-BYTES




COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

-

QUAD 67

second-hand

One of Quad'’s best products for a long time, the
67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is
highly musical and revealing.
KENWOOD DP-3080/11 £180
Has great clarity and presence for the price. Not
quite as naturally expressive as the CDA4SE though.
CAMBRIDGE CD4SE £200
A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in
every other aspect.
ARCAM ALPHA 7 £320
This British built player is extremely good value.
Upfront, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock.
MARANTZ CD-63MKH Ki-S £400
Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.
PHILIPS CDR 870 RECORDER £500
Replay quality is on a par with £250 machines but
analogue and digital recordings on CD-R and
CD-RW are outstanding.
ROKSAN CASPIAN £895
The Caspian has a smooth, even sound with some
of the clearest treble in the business. Very
engaging, dynamic character.

MERIDIAN 506 20-BIT £1100
Very detailed and revealing player. More cerebral
than visceral though.
DENON DCD-S10 £1300
A warm, atmospheric and smooth performer that
never fails to involve.
MARANTZ CD-17 Ki-S £1300
The Marantz excels in all areas. Without doubt
this is one of the most involving CD players

on the planet. Build quality is also exemplary.
PINK TRIANGLE LITAURAL £2100

Possesses the same lush tonal colour as the
Da Capo but is superior in every other way.

MCINTOSH CDM7009 £2635

A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most

musical CD players around; sweet, open and
detailed.

COMPACT DISC TRANSPORTS

TEAC VDRS-TI

£550

Not as substantially built as its chunky looks
suggest, the T1 is nevertheless a good entry-level
transport with a warm, expansive sound.

AUDIOLAB 8000CDM £1300
Beautifully built and finished, the CDM is packed

with sensible features and performs reliably, day-in
day-out.

LM LW n

World favourites

TEAC P-30 £2500

Cheap it isn’t, but then it sounds like a million
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb.

CD CONVERTORS

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC

£300

A bargain for normal CDs and even better with
HDCDs.

ASSEMBLAGE DAC-2 £400 (KIT)

Takes little building to produce a clean, clear sound.

HDCD filter included.

MARSTON SILHOUETTE £795
With Crystal Semiconductors’ |8-bit DAC the
Marston produces clean-cut images and a
transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too.
PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO £1450+
Offers a choice of filter modules, all up there
with the best. The Da Capo is impressive in many
respects, but is long in the tooth now.
DPA 1024 £6000
Proof positive that today's CDs needn’t sound
CD-like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor,
and DPA haven’t skimped on the build

either!

TURNTABLES

GARRARD 40! second-hand
In a decent plinth with an arm of SME 309 calibre,
the 401 has a highly authoritative overall sound with
the most solid, expressive bass in the business.

Very musical, but treble isn’t up to modern
standards.
THORENS TDi24 second-hand
One of Thorens’ best-ever turntables. Needs a
modern plinth to give of its best. Duly installed,
it's good enough to face off the Garrard 401,
swapping some of its bass power for a more
delicate, incisive treble.
ORIGIN LIVE STANDARD £145 (KIT)
Fine in standard form with AC motor, frighteningly
good with a DC motor and battery PSU.
SYSTEMDEK 11X900/RB250 £330
A fine all rounder and easy to upgrade too.Has
more depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.
PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA £575
Not only does the Tarantella have more style
than a catwalk full of models, it also combines
PT’s usual clarity with real authority.
The biz.

VPIHW 19 JUNIOR/RB300 £599
With its control and grip on music the Junior
never fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake
and there's a whole range of upgrades on offer
too.

MICHELL GYRODEC £800
Stunning looks, build and fine sound. Standard PSU
has detailed, architectural, if undynamic sound.

With QC PSU, scale and insight kil the competition.
PRO-JECT 6.1SA £999
The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Qutrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC30 Supreme.
ROKSAN XERXES X £1295
DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170 extra.
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power supply. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.
MICHELL ORBE £1950
The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,
expansive sound.
SME MODEL 20 £2495
Including the excellent SME V tonearm, the Model

20 is possibly the last great turntable, unless you've
got £11,000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONE-ARMS
LINN ITTOK S/H

This early heavyweight arm benefits from fine
engineering. Good dynamics and grip.
REGA RB300 £130
Supremely capable at the price, but not quite
humankind's salvation as has been
suggested. Detailed, tight, rhythmic
sound but tonally rather grey and cold-
sounding.

SME 3009SH £375
This Paleolithic device doesn’t bother with
frequency extremes or detail, but its legendary
serviceability makes it a cult in Japan. Oh death,
where is thy sting?
SME309 £570
A down-market version of the IV and V

with aluminium armtube and detachable
headshell. Tight, neutral sound with good
tonality, but lacks the IV’s pace and precision.
SME V £1235

A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound.

CARTRIDGES

ORTOFON VMS-2E £10

Warm, full-bodied, punchy and fast. Not to be
sniffed at for a tenner. Can be upgraded with a
better stylus at a later date.

GOLDRING 1012GX £60
An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly

forward midband and clean transients. £20 buys
the faster, more dynamic 1022GX.



World favourites guide

Betters Goldring's 1042 and costs only £135 on
trade-in. An assured, detailed and transparent MM.

The MC10, MC20 and MC30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a rich,
smooth and musical performance.

We came across this one in an SME IV on a
Garrard 401; it duly gave one of the best results
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into their moving-coil cartridges.

A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.

Fluid bass, finely etched treble and highly tuneful in
between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.
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Both versions give a detailed, articulate and
dynamic sound but can sound lean.
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With its smooth and powerful sound, the
Rotel sings a seductive song with all types of
music.

This is the cooking A-300 tweaked with special

components and it shows. Rhythm and detail
are first-class and the phono stage isn't far behind.
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This superbly made ltalian integrated has a lucidity

Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.

Smooth, warm integrated with remote control
that works happily into most "speakers.

Builds on the strengths of the Campion with
ample control, colour and drive.

This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth,
sweet and open. An extremely musical
performer.

Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

The MA6800 not so much plays music as
takes control of it, with effortless bass
drive and a three-dimensional sound
stage.

PHONO STAGES
QEDDISCSAVER a5

A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding
systems. 5

Superb value entry-level phono stage with
audiophile quality components and clear sound.

The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that
make many more expensive phono stages sound
overpriced.

Open, spacious and 3-D sound. Not for fans of
warmth though.

Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of
the best phono stages around. One for vinyl
lovers.

With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X
MM/MC stage still shines. Its fortes are great
stage depth, neutrality and tonal colour. Musical
too.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS
AuDIOLABBOOOC  £520

Versatile with superb phono input. Can
sound sterile, but latest version is much
improved.

Excellent line-level only pre-amp, greatly improves
on 8000C with a more fluid, musical sound and
greater grip. Remote control.

Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line-level
Pre-1 is a warm and seductively clear.

'World Radio Histo!

Clarity, insight and control are second to none - an
addictive mixture.

A ’60s reissue, the Marantz pre-amp still sounds
superb. Has a great phono stage.

POWER AMPLIFIERS

Classic valve monoblock with many thousands
still in use. Archetypal warm, smooth valve
sound, although not the last word in detail or
dynamics.

The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,
although power and detail are ultimately
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With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.
Good bass drive too.

This power amplifier is a real honey. Rich and
smooth, but with a firm grip; a fine blend of
properties.

Extremely competitive at the price with |00W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

Partnered with a NACB82, this has classic Naim
control, making for a superbly rhythmic
presentation. A touch lean for some tastes.

|

A refined transistor amplifier with valve-like
transparency and a full, warm, easy-going
sound. The £1800 Alecto monoblocks

have rare lucidity and three dimensional
realism.

There's a sense of effortless power to the Chord
that gives music scale and presence.

Will drive just about anything.
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grunt with great tonal colour and
expressiveness.
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Our favourite way of listening to the wireless.
A deliciously mellifluous sound will have

you junking your transistor radio in

seconds.

The 412 is remarkably musical and natural
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are a
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Beguiling RDS tuner for sonically discerning
button lovers. Good ergonomics and sensitive

o
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Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the best
regardless of price. Superb build too.

High quality Michi-based tuner with a sophisticated,
forward sound with great imaging and

soundstage. Sensible facilities and remote

control.

The NATO3's warm, atmospheric sound is further
proof of Naim's proficiency with tuners.

In its native US the FT-1 is no mere tuner but a
*broadcast monitor’ no less, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.

This is the best solid-state tuner available bar
none. For better radio, go and live in the
studio.

CASSETTE DECKS

Sonically a very decent machine. For the price
there's nothing better. Comes fitted with Dolby B,
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A simple deck, but high quality head and transport
give an unusually high level of performance at this
price. Not to be missed.

The *Special Edition’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S.

A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make
the AD-5950 an excellent all rounder.

A great piece of engineering from Pioneer,
with first rate sound on playback and
recording.

A8 I NAIANDE

World favourites guide

Where serious cassette decks start. The DR2
pushes recordings to the limit, remaining
unflustered at all times.

Better still than the DR2, with manual head
azimuth adjustment to boot.

Kills every other cassette deck and stamps on
their graves.

LOUDSPEAKERS
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A true audiophile bargain which embarrasses many
more expensive boxes.
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These stand mounters offer impressive bass
and excellent clarity but need a powerful
amplifier to perform at their considerable

o
1
wn
(-

Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound. Very
well balanced tonally.

Deep and strong bass, pure, projected and
uncoloured midrange. Treble quality a little
metallic, but imaging precise. A lively, enjoyable
sound.

Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the
price. The tuning controls can be a bit of a
fiddle, but once set up the rest is
pleasure.

Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer great
transparency and involvement. Unbeatable at the
price.

Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed
and articulate midrange and treble.
Above all, these 'speakers are thoroughly
musical.

The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers
superb, true hi-fi bass depth and power,
and opens up sound stage depth in
particular.

A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done
themselves proud again.

'World Radio Histo

The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail
with a smooth and polite balance. Good, agile bass

too.

With their inch-thick cabinets and fabulous
drive units, the Concert 8s are the most
transparent stand mounters around.

They don't suffer poor sources gladly
though.

Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured to
nality with characteristic fireworks in the
rhythm department. Superb by any other

This big Spendor floorstander is very appealing
thanks to its open, fucid sound and valve-friendly

Bold sounding professional active monitor
with solid bass, clearly focused midrange
and delicious treble. Built-in

amplification.

A reference against which all other
loudspeakers are judged, the '63s have
uperb imaging qualities and genuine
transparency. Earlier ESL model is a fine
second-hand buy.

Superb bass and near-electrostatic sound
staging make these involving loudspeakers a
reference to others. Need a strong amplifier
though.

Smooth, detailed and spacious with great
dynamics and fine imaging. Capable of producing
a superb performance when used in a big
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An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range
horn design with a rich sound. lts high
sensitivity predisposes it to valve
amplification.

MINI DISCS

An impressive overall sound quality and
unmatched convenience and editing facilities
make this budget MiniDisc player an excellent
buy.

Both replay and recording quality are
superb through this Kenwood. Nakamichi
owners should start getting worried - at last
there's competition.’



Choice hi-fi - the original
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Choice ginai

POWER AMPLIFIERS Price  Retal Price
Threshold S150 £995  £3000
Krell KSA 80 £1495  £3000
Krell KSA 200 B £3000  £5550
Quad 77 Integrated £495 £700
LFD PA2M/LS2 Stone £1995  £4700
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Meridian 541 Dolby Surround £895  £1095
Conrad Johnson PV10 (mm/mc) £895  £1250
Audio Research LS3B £1295 £2250
Audio Research LS7 (Black) £1095 £1750
SPEAKERS
Mission 754 Freedom (Rosewood) £895  £1495
J M Lab Alcor £2995  £5000
Wilson 5.1 (Piano White) £12000 £19000
Thiel CS1.5 £1695 £2700
KEF Reference Model One (Walnut) £295 £795
Afﬂ?ee Mini Grand £2995 £7600
TURNTABLES/ANALOGUE/VARIOUS
Voyd Reference £5000 £10000
Audio Technica ART 1
gRe-tiRFed + boron cantilever) £550  £1000

ME £750 £980
AI%hason Sonata (No arm) £395 £700
C.D PLAYERS & DACS
Linn Mimik £595 £900
Meridian 500 Transport £995  £1245
Meridian 566 DAC {2”4 Bit £995  £1245
Meridian 566 DAC (20 Bit £895  £1095
Roksan ROK-DA1 £295 £495
Altis CDT Il Transport £3495 ' £5000
Micromega CD3 Transport £995  £1500
Micromega BS DAC £295 £500
Musical idelig FCD £995  £1500
Quad 77 C.D. Player (Quadlink) £495 £700

0 Pre
Amplifiers

Naim Nac 72 £550 £750
Audio Research LS7 Black £1095 £1599
Audio Research SP11 mk I £1695 £3500
Audio Research LS2 mk Il £1595 £3400
Balanced Audio Technology VK3i £1495  £3000
Krell KRC 2 £2250 £3690
Chord 3200 pre £2250 £3800
Musical Fidelity F25 £1095 £1500
Musical Fidelity X-Tone + X-psu £225 £320
Conrad Johnson PV12 (mm/mc)  £1995  £2590
Krell KRC £3795 £6700
AVI 2000 pre/ remote £575 £900
CAT SL1 mkil Black/Silver £4500  £6500
Audio Research SP14 £1395 £3000
Tesserac Tala £795  £1495
Conrad Johnson Prem 7B £5995 £11000
McCormack Micro Line Drive £395 £595
Jadis JP 80 mm £4995  £8000
Audio Research LS3 £1195  £1900
Audio Research SP15 Rev A £2495  £6000
Audio Research LS5 mk Il £3000 £5700
Magnum P200 £995  £1895
Power
Amplifiers
Chord SPM 1200 B £1895  £3840
Musical Fidelity A1000 £895  £1600
EAR 549 balanced/SE £3500 £7000
Audiolab 8000 P/C £895 £1600
Exposure XV £495 £795
Jadis JA500 £7995 £21000
EAR 509 mk Il (Gold) £1395 £2500
Audio Research Classic 60 £1495  £3600
Musical Fidelity F16 £2095 £2500
Boulder 102 A £2650 £3400
Linn Kairn pro (Brilliant psu) £900  £1400
Pioneer A400 £195 £300

hoic@

HI-F§

tel 0181

0181 392 1994

and the
best!

# Best prices paid for top quality
equipment

#®) Generous part exchange
# Show room/dem room

® Long term trade in policy, to allow
continual upgrading

#® All credit cards inc. Amex
® Mail order
#® Export service

® Finance arranged subject to status
® Widest range available

) In-depth experience on high end
used equipment

® Unbiased advice

® Unique ‘Hi-Fi Exchange’ - a
computerised database of sales
and wants - will put you in touch

Krell KSA 150 £2295 £4000
Conrad Johnson MF 2300 £1895 £2990
Audio Research M300 monoblocks £4995 £10000
Boulder 500 AE £3795  £5000
LFD PA1/LS1 £895  £1998
Meridian 505 Monoblocks £1195 £1590
Audio Note P1 SE £595 £950
Jadis JA 80 Monoblocks £4995 £10000
Meridian 551 Integrated £650 £900
Audion Golden Knights £2495  £4000
LFD PA2LS1/MC1 £1495  £3000
Audion Silver Knights (Gold) £1495  £2250
Musical Fidelity P140/P3A £450 £900

£3750 £4790

Jadis Defy 7 mk lll

/r~Quality

Quad ESL 63 £1595  £3200
Acoustic Energy AE2 + Stands £1095 £1700
Muse 18 sub woofer £1995  £4000
Gale 401 £250 £ -
Apogee Duetta Sig £1495  £3500
Magneplanar 2.5 £995  £2000
Monitor Audio Studio 50 £2950  £5500
Celestion SL600 £450 £800
B & W 802 mk Il (Walnut) £4895 £2800
Martin Logan Aerius | £1595 £2299

Choice Hi-Fi make it easy for you to
fulfil your sonic dreams. Quality hi-fi is not
just about expensive brandnames, it's
about aspiring to the very best sound,
about choosing your ideal system from
the widest selction in the country, in a
unique no-pressure environment. [t's
about taking advantage of our unrivalled
knowledge and being given the freedom
to choose and upgrade the audio
equipment you want, when you want.
Others may sell you hi-fi, Choice Hi-Fi will
sell you solutions.

choice hifi@msn:-com

392 1959 & 0181

Acoustic Energy AE1 £595

Acoustic Energy AE120 £365

Acoustic Energy AE109 £260

Ensemble PA1 £995

Klipsch La Scala £1695
ATC SCM 10 Black £795

Alon IV mk Il £2000
Monitor Audio 700 PMC £450

Proac Response 4 £7995
Royd Priors £495

Alon V mk Il Blk £2500
Wilson System 5.1 £10995
Wilson 3/2 £5995
Alon Lotus SE £3000
Sonus Faber Extrema + Stands £4250
Linn Kan £250

Linn Keilihds £395

ATC SCM 50 A Rosewood £3995
Sonus Faber Sub woofer

+ X-over + power amp £1495

CD Players

EAD DSP 1000 £695
Kenwood 9010 £250
Audio Synthesis Dax (AT&T/AES,EBU)

Ultra Analogue/re-clocked £1095
Theta Pro Basic 3A (Bal) £1995
DPA DX512 £5995
Pink Triangle Da Capo 1307 HDCD  £995
Theta Data basic 2 £1695
C.A.L Tercet mk lli £895
Teac D10 dac £495
DPA Renaissance +the power £795
Teac P10 transport £850
Audio Alchemy DDE V1.0 + psu1  £195
P.S. Audio Ultralink £795
EAD 9000 Series ll HDCD £3250
Krell SBP 64X £3500
M C Cormack DAC-1 £695
Acuphase DP70 £2250
Acuphase DP90/91 £9950
Forsell Air Ref Transport mk il

Forsell Air Ref dac £8995
Audio Alchemy Transport DDS 2 £495
Mark Levinson 30.5/3 £11500
Meracus Transport £1995

Turntables

Linn LP12/ Avondale/ Akito £895
Linn LP12/ Valhala/ Basic + £400
Oxford Crystal Ref + Stand £1295
Oxford Crystal Ref + Stand/

SME IV Dynavector 1702 £1995
Michel IS £250
Piere Lurne J1/SL5 £1750
Basis Ovation £3495
Piere Lurne J/Sowther mk Il £1800
Forsell Air Force One £11995
Kinshaw Overture Phono £250
Kiseki Purpleheart Sapphire £495
Systemdek Il XE 900/RB 250 £395
Se(1;uera Tuner (Original) £4500
LP12/ttok £695
Quad FM3 Tuner £225

Clearance

Quad II's 2 x 2 monoblocks (special) £495
Audio Research D240 mk II £1495
Beard P35 £495
Chameleon Ruby Power Amp QOOW) £495
Alchemist Kraken x 2 Stereo

Pre-amp £695
Audio Innovations S500 Integrated £450
Exposure IX professional power supply £495
Exposure V Active x over £295
EAD 7000 Transport £995

" 10: > 8pn
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£795
£500
£350
£2000
£2400
£1150
£3500

& DACS

£1495
£500

£2500
£4500
£8000
£1600
£2397
£1700
£800
£1100
£1600
£300
£2390
£6000
£9900
£995
£4500
£20000

£13800
£900
£24000
£3995

Bargains

£3500
£1395
£1200

£1400
£999
£1595
£995
£2495

392 1963

by appointment

All equipment is in mint, second hand or as new condition - guaranteed

Agents for: Acoustic Energy, A

Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Targe

y /

t, Totem, Trichord, Trilogy, van den Hul, VPI, XLO and many more



Review

CONSU'I?{T THE ORACLE
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Never forget
Oracle’s classic Delphi

turntable, says David Price - there’s
even more potential than meets the eye.

he timing was uncanny. After years
T of turntables that seemingly came
from the same plinth-based, belt-

drive mould, the world’s two most visually-
arresting decks arrived within months of
each other in 1981. One was the Michell
GyroDec, the other the Oracle Delphi.

Despite their obvious visual
similarities, they were not related in any
way - the Michell was of Hertfordshire
stock, the Oracle Canadian. Rather, an
analysis of the problems of the
Thorens/Linn/Ariston school of design had
lead each company to similar
conclusions. In both cases that dramatic
styling was, first and faremost, functional.

The Oracle eschewed a plinth in the
conventional sense because of its
propensity to resonate and muddy the
sound. Instead, a large (483mm by 165mm
by 368mm) acrylic base was chosen for its
excellent damping properties. Above sat a
laminated magnesium-alloy sub-chassis,
resting on three ‘piers’ inside which coil
springs resided. These had adjusters fitted,
making levelling the sub-chassis easy.

Ingeniously, one set of springs could be
substituted for another with different
compliance, allowing the deck to be
accurately set up for the intended 3.5Hz
suspension bounce. In conjunction with an

Hi-FI WORLD

adjustable dynamic balancer clamped to
the underside of the chassis, the deck could
accommodate just about any tone-arm
available, from the then-popular
featherweight ultra-low-mass designs to big
battleship arms like the Linn Ittok. Gone at a
stroke was all the silliness of trying to get
particular arms to work with particular
decks - the Oracle could handle anything.

Rather than adopting the ubiquitous
Airpax AC synchronous motor, the Oracle
ran a high-quality DC Papst unit whose
speed was electronically switched from
the deck’s front panel. An outboard power
supply meant the transformer could be
sited well away from the arm’s sensitive
signal leads.

Disc support and damping were also
innovative. Rather than the usual bell-like
alloy platter and obligatory felt or rubber
mat, the Oracle used a dense neoprene
sponge wave-trap fitted to the 2.8kg
platter’s outside rim to minimise
resonances. The mat was a tacky (in the true
sense of the word) carbon-fibre reinforced
affair, which proved very good at absorbing
vibrations. A screw-type record clamp,
dished on the underside for a strong grip on
the record, completed the package.

Sadly for the Oracle, several things
conspired against it. First, the build quality

;' early
" units was
patchy, unlike
that of the Linn
LP12, the
turntable it had to
beat. Second was the
price: launched at
about £600 (around
£2000 in today’s money), it
wasn’t cheap by the time it got
to Britain. Third, the UK hi-fi press of the
time was hardly the most open-minded
and took great pleasure in rubbishing it in
favour of their beloved Linn.

In truth, the Oracle was a completely
different kettle of fish to the LP12. Best
described as dry, it lacked the Sondek’s
rhythmic zest, and also its coloration and
imaging problems. Instead, you got a
widescreen perspective with great clarity,
depth and focus. Bass was lean and lithe,
midband spacious and treble detailed. True,
it didn’t carry a tune quite as well, and
listening to it was always a more cerebral
affair, but many liked it like that - especially
fans of Classical and Choral music.

The Oracle remains in production to
this day, and although now in Delphi MkV
guise, it's largely visually and mechanically
unchanged. It's still a fine new purchase
but great used bargains can be also be
found - pay around £500 for a good,
boxed, middle-aged example. Problems?
Parts are pricey, but you shouldn’t really
need any, save the occasional drive belt.

Maybe now’s the time to stop
overlooking the Oracle, which is still
strikingly fresh-faced and capable of
excellent sound with an arm of the calibre
of SME’s Series Ve
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WANTED

TOP QUALITY HI-FI

Classic or Modern - all
types urgently required

WE’LL SELL ON
COMMISSION

You get the Best Price
without all the hassle!

HiI-FI IN THE COUNTR

MAIL ORDER
SPECIALISTS

All items Fully Insured
and Guaranteed

m’TURNTABLES / PHONH
udiola 'A Phono stage £9
Basis Gold Vacuum

+ Air Tangent 2B £12,990 £7998

Grado tonearm £498
JVC QL-70 Direct Drive/Rega RB300 £150
Linn LP12 Valhalla Zeta Koetsu Blk £2500 £998
Linn LP12 (Afr) Zeta £795
Linn LP12 LV2 Ittok OC9 £1990 £798
Linn LP12 (Blk) Ekos/Lingo £3500 £1798
Linn LP12 Basik/LVX/A&R £1400 £595
Linn LP12 Basik Plus £1400 £595
Linn Arkiv I Cartridge £900 £408
Lyra Parnasus £POA
Mana Reference T/T support system £188
Manticore Mantra / Magician

+ MBP6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 £998
Mantra + Magician, AT OC5 & PSU £748

Michell Gyro + SME 309 Denon 304

and Gyropower supply “£1995  £1298
Michell ISO phono stage + PSU £420 £298
Oracle Delphi/Dynavector DVXX1 /Koetsu  £1498

Pink Triangle Export (Ex/dem) £900 £597
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 £249
Roksan Xerxes/RB250/Rega Cart £1000 £495
Technics SL150 + SME Series 11 £195
Technics SL1210/Stanton ALS00 £265
Thorens TD160 Super/SME 3009 £175
B AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE [
Albarry AP3 (Pre) £100
Alchemist Maxim Intgtd £319 £195
Arcam Delta 110/120 (Pre/Pow) £550
Arcam Alpha 5 £250 £175
Arcam Delta 120 Power

Arcam Delta 120.2 Power } leal ERmlL
Audiolab 8000A £500 £365
Audio Research D20O(Ex Dem) £3250 £1997
Aura Evolution £195
Aura SE-X (Integrated) £250 £178
AVI S2000 MP Pre £799 £498
Chameleon 900S 2 x 300w pwr £1000 £495
Chord SPM1000B (S/H) £2785 £1295
Counterpoint Solid 1 Pwr £1495 £845
Cyrus 2 + PSX £415
Cyrus 3 £500 £365
Deva 250 Pre + PA Pwr £495
DPA 50S Power £1500 £695
DPA DSP200 Line Pre (Ex Dem) £499 £397
DNM Pre Series 2 £900

DNNI PA1 Power £1800

Dynaco ST120 (Classic circa ‘76)
ElectroCompaniet Anniversary Pwr £4000

Exposure 15 (Intgrtd) £799
Finestra EC (Inc mains filter)

Heybrook C3+P3 Pre/Pwr £1425
Heybrook Integra (Integrated!) £555
Jeff Rowland Consumate Pre £5500
Harmon Kardon AVPla Processor £2000
Kenwood THX-ICMXI1000 Amp £375
Krell KAV300i (Intgrtd) Mint £2550
Krell KSA100 Mk2 £4000
Krell KSA100S (Ex Dem) £5843
y

PART-EXCHANGE

YOUR VERY BEST TRADE-IN
PRICE IS GUARANTEED WHEN

YOU CHOOSE ANY NEW Hi-FI
FROM THE HI-FI COMPANY

Krell KSA150 £5500  £2395
Krell KSA200B £5500  £2758
Krell KSA250 £5500  £3298
Krell Ref KRSBP(6 comp balanced pre) £3995
Krell KPE Phono stage £698
LFD LSB + PA2 (Pre/Pwr) £3800 £1798

LFD LS2/PA1 (Pre/Pwr) £2600 £1198
LFD Mistral (Head amp) £250
Linn LK100 Power £398
Mark Levinson No.28 Pre

+ PLS 228 PSU + No.29 Pwr £6500  £4098
Meridian 603 Pre/DAC £1750 £794
Michell Argo + Hera (Pre/PSU) £900 £595

FOCUS ON MUSICAL FIDELITY

Hugely and deservedly popular, especially
for their exceptional value, these Musical Fidelity
items are now a ‘sonic steal’ - so be quick!

Musical Fidelity P270/1 Power £1395 £648
Musical Fidelity P270/2 Power £1500 £878

Musical Fidelity P173/P270 £2200 £1098
Musical Fidelity 3a Pre £379 £248
Musical Fidelity 2a Pre £299 £178
Musical Fidelity Synthesis (Int) £198

Musical Fidelity MA6 Monoblocks  £895 £628

Naim NAIT 2 £298
Naim NAC12 £165

Naim NACi2S £95
Naim NAC22 £145
Naim NAC32.5 £195
Naim NAC42 £195
Naim NAC72 £725 £498
Naim NAP160 (OId style) £495
Naim NAP250 (Old style) £1655 £795
Naim NAP250 (Late) £1655 £1148
Naim 102 + NAP5C MM Board £1337 £925
Nakamichi 600 Pwr £290
Nytech CTA252XD Receiver £POA
Obelisk 2 Integrated £95
Orelle SA100 (Intgrtd) £550 £375
Pioneer A300R £400 £278
Pioneer C902/M90 Pre/Power £698

QUAD
Quad 33/303 Pre/Power £POA
Quad 66 Pre-amp £498
Quad 44 Pre-amp £265
Quad 405 Power-amp £195
Quad 707 Power-amp £799 £565

Quad stock constantly changing and always
sought for cash - please call.

PS Audio TwoC power amp £325
QED A270 Integrated £225
QED Systemline Kit + Mods (Ex D) £3000  £1897

Rega Elicit £740 £498
Revox B750 (Mint/Boxed/Manual)  £550 £358
Roksan L1 Pre + PSU £1100 £758
Rotel RB850 pwr amp (3 in stock) £95

Sonographe SC1 Pre £1250 £450
Sugden A48 (Integrated)£135
Sugden Optima 140 (2X70w) pwr £770 £448

Threshold S300 £4500  £1500
Thorens TTP2000 MKk1 Pre (Ex Dem) £499 £397
Thorens TTA2000 Pwr (Ex Dem) £599 £2477
YBA 2 Pre-amp £1700 £878

B v:Lve ampLiFiers [N
Art Audio Quintet (Monos) £2000 £878
Audio Alchemy

Vac-In-The-Box Phono/Pre £249 £197

AUDIO INNOVATIONS SALE

Destined for the realms of classic British
collectables these beautiful sounding products now
offer exceptional value

Audio Innovations Series 1000 Mk1 M’blocks  £598
Audio Innovations Series 1000 Mk 11 Monoblocks

Plus Border Patrol PSU £2600 £1498
Audio Innovations Series 500 Int 25w £495
Audio Innovations Series 200 Pwr Amp £250
Audio Innovations L1 Pre-amp £369 £269

Audion Silver Knight

Anniversary Monoblocks £3400 £2697
Audion Silver Knight

Integrated 300B £1125 £897
Audio Note P3 (300B Power) £1298
Audio Research BLI Cnvtr (Ex Dem) £888 £587
Audio Research V70 Pwr (Ex Dem) £4480  £2487
Audio Research LS5/1 Line Pre

(Ex Dem) £5295  £2997
Audio Research SP10 £2500 £1098
Audion Sterling Integrated £595 £428
Avantic SPA Il Vintage valves £188

Croft Series 5 (Power) £495
Copland CTA501 Power amp £1800  £1198
Golden Tube Audio 5150 £1000 £695
Gordon Welford (Pre-amp)

Hand made, Hard Wired £448
Graaf 5050 Power (Ex Dem) £2150 £1657
Graaf WFB 2 Pre (Ex Dem) £1195 £897
Grant G100 Pre / Pwr £650
Papworth Audio M100 Monos £3600  £2600
PM Components MPL1 Pre plus

2 x Mp211 Power amps (Ex Dem)  £5000  £2507
Tube Technology Prophet/Genesis  £4800  £2898
Tube Technology Unisis £1550 £985
Unison Mystery One £POA
nison 845 Monobl £POA

AR” M & AUDION ¢ AUDIOLAB ¢ AUDIO RESEARCH
B & W @ CASTLE ¢ CHORD & COPLAND & CYRUS
DENON & EPOS ¢ GRAAF ¢ HARBETH ¢ KEF ¢ KRELL
LEXICON ¢ MAGNAPAN ¢ MARANTZ
MARTIN LOGAN & MERIDIAN ¢ MICHELIL & MISSION
MONITOR AUDIO & MUSICAL FIDELITY & NAIM

PINK TRIANGLE ¢ PIONEER ¢ QUAD & SME
SONUS FABER ¢ TEAC ¢ TECHNICS & UNISON
WILSON ¢ WILSON BENESCH ¢ YAMAHA




TOMORROW!

Next Day Delivery for all
Credit Card Purchases

PROMISE

FULL P/X ALLOWANCE
‘60 Day’ up-grades!

THAT'S

FULL
WARRANTY

With all purchases

Immediate Refund if Faulty

CD PLAYERS/DAcs [
Arcam Alpha CD £138
Arram Alpha Plus CD £148
Arcam Alpha | CD £150
Arcam Delta 170 Trans £7 £368
Arcam Delta Black Box (DAC) £148
Arcam Delta Black Box 5 (DAC) £248
Audio Alchemy Drive System 3
4 Box CD Player £1950 £898
Audio Alchemy Drive 3 £695 £498
Audio Alchemy DACMAN(Ex Dem) £149
Audio Alchemy DAC-IN-BOX(Ex D) £229
Audio Alchemy ACD2 Plyr(Ex D) £490
Audio Alchemy V1 DAC
Audiolab 8000CDM Tms (Ex Dem) £1399  £1097
Audiolab 8000DAC £1000 £528
Audio Research DAC | + ATNT X £1945
A¥VI 20600MC Reference CD £898
Cary Valve CD Player NEW and ON DEM NOW
Cambridge Audio CD2
Cambridge Audio DAC Magic
Cyrus Discmaster + Dacmaster £1400
DPA Little Bit 2 (DAC) £250
Kinshaw Overture DAC
krell SBP64X DAC £9900  £1798

MERIDIAN
Meridian CD101 CD
| [Meridian 200 Transport
Meridian 203 DAC
Meridian 206 CD
Meridian 207 CD/Pre
Meridian 500 Transport
Meridian 506 16 bit CD
Meridian 509 24 bit CD (Ex Dem) £2000
Meridian 566 DAC £765
Meridian 602/606Trans/DAC £3350
We’ve been Meridian dealers since they

began in business. We also stock their full range of
hi-fi and audio-visual components.

Micromega Duo (2 box ) £2299
Micromega Stage 4 CD (Ex Dem)  £600
Micromega Stage 5 CD (Ex Dem)  £750
Micromega Stage 6 CD (Ex Dem)  £950
Micromega Stage 6 CD £950
Mission DAC 5

Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster(Ex Dem) £245
Musical Fidelity Digilog DAC

Parasound DAC-1000

Pioneer PDM900 (Multi)

Ploneer PD77 CD Player

Ploneer PD91 CD

Pioneer PDS-505 Precision CD

QED Digit Reference

Revox B266 CD Player

Roksan DPI/DA! Trans/Dac

Roksan Artessa (CD) £2300 £795

BUSINESS HOURS: TUES - SAT 9.30am

Rotel RCD970BX £300 £198
Sugden SDT-1 Pro CD £1300 £795
Theta TLC Jitter Buster (Ex Dem) £229 £177
Trichord Pulsar 1({DAC) £1195 £758
Wadia 2000 (Trans/DAC) £15,000  £5598
TAPE DECKS / TUNERS [N
A&R Cambridge Alpha Tuner £75
Avantic BM611 Valve Tuner
Circa 1960 (no decoder) £148
Magnum Dynalab FTt] £398
Murantz SD55 3 hd / 2 mir £195
Marantz SD1010 £165
Nakamichi 10600ZXL £1698
Nakamichi 481 £298
Nakamichi BX-2 £400 £198
Nakamichi 630 Tuner/Pre-amp £500 £295
Quad FM3 £95
Quad FM4 (Beige) £225
Regu Tuner £230 £160
Revox A77 1/ track £POA
Revox B226 ‘BBC’ CD Player £1300 £650
Sequerra Reference £5973
Sony TCK 6118 £330
Theta Lynx Tuner £500 £324
LOUDSPEAKERS NN
Acoustic Energy AE2 + Stands £1800 £898
Alon 5 Mk2 £5000  £2898
Apogee Caliper Signature £4000 £748

APOGEE Diva Grigio/Perla

Complete with Active and Passive Crossovers,
and all cabling. As seen in the
New York Museum of Modem Art

£18,000 £6998

KEF Ref Model § Blk (Ex Dem) £1199
KEF Q30 (Black) £350
Klipsch Heresy 11 (Black)

Klipsch SW15 Mk2 Sub (2 avail)  £1800
Linaeum LFX £649
Linn Isobarik Passive (Teak)

Linn Kaber (Marked) £2000
Linn Sara + Stands

Linn Nexus £450
Linn Kan (Black)

Magna Planar SMGA (Blk & Chrome)
Magna Planar SMGA (Wood/Brown)
Mission 754F (Ex Dem) £1498
Mission 763 (Black)

Monitor Audio R352 (Teak) £395
Monitor Audio R852 (Teak)

Musical Fidelity MC2

Musical Technology £500
Neat Petite (Black) £550
Note Perfect Virtuoso (Ex Dem) £2750
Note Perfect Concert (Ex Dem) £2450
Pink Triangle Ventrical (Ex Dem) £896
ProAc Response 3.5 (Ex dem) £4250
Quad ESL57 From...
Quad ESL63 £3500
Rata Three £4375
Rega Kites £200
Rega XEL (Rosewood) £1040
Rogers Swdio 3 £600
Royd Minstrel (Walnut/UK) £240
Royd Abbot (Teak) £750
Shahnian Obelisk £3000
Sonus Faber

Electa Amator Mk1 (Ex Dem) £3293
Spendor BC1

Spendor BCIII (Walnut)
Spendor SP2/3 £1195

ATC SCM 10 Black (Mint) £1000 £698
ATC SCM20 Black (Mint) £1599 £998
B&W THX System (Ex Dem) £4975 £2977
B&W DM601 (As new) £200 £138
Castle Chester (Yew) £995 £879
Castle Harlech (Ex-dem/Yew) £995 £879
Castle Howard Mk2 (Ex Dem) £1200 £947
Celestion SL600 + Stands £295

Tangent RS2 + Stands £400 £225
Tannoy Devon (12" drivers) £795 £298
Tannoy Oxford (10 drivers) £195
TDL Studio 1 (Teak or Black) £800 £395
TDL RTL3 (Rosewaod) £400 £275

omparable equipment/models at today's value.

i prices customers paid for their equipment (receipted) at the time of purchase; or the estimated price of ¢

DCM Time Windows £395

Well reviewed floor standers like this are hard to find

at such a price. Great bass, dynamic sound quality ...
and discreetly elegant too!

WILSON WITT
Wilson Witt Mk1 (Ex dem) £8888 £6887
Wilson Witt Mk1 (Sept ‘97 Mint) £8888 £5998
Remember, INTEREST FREE CREDIT
and PART EXCHANGE makes it so easy!

Epos ESt] £385
Epos ES14 Black £900 £578
Gale 301 (Black) £250 £159
Harbeth HL3 Teak £1000

Harbeth HL4 + Stands £1000

Harbeth HL Compact 7 (Ex Dem) £i499

Harbeth HL K6 (Ex Dem) £1049

Harbeth HL5 Teak

Heybrook HB3 Qak

Horning Agathon Sig Bronze £3500

35 COWGATE
PETERBOROUGH PE1? 11Z

(01733) 555514
FAX (01733) 358141

MISCELLANEOUS

4
Harmonix TU812 LP Record Clamp £220

Pirate speaker stands (Black gloss)
Siltech 560 Balanced cables Imtr pr £1600

PHOTO-OPPORTUNITY!

High quality cameras and photographic
outfits considered in part-exchange for new
or previously used hi-fi equipment.
Please call for details.

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT

S ESTABLISHED 1974]

Note: All ‘previous’ prices as shown are either the former manufacturers' list prices when new
p



Midland Audio X-change

Suppliers and installers of High Quality Audio Systems
AudioNote * Densen « Dpa * Mark Levinson « Michell « ProAc « Rega * Roksan « Ruark * UKD

Was Now
Alchemist Kraken Stereo Power X2 1098 559 Audio Note have a new compact disc player now available at an astonishing price of
g Arcam Delta 70.2 CD Player 699 225 £999,00, it incorporates a 20-bit D/A conversion system, and a state of art SONY
§ Audio Analogue Puccini SE Amplifier 595 479 mechanism. We anticipate a high demand for this baby, so book a demonstration
8= Audio Research D400 Power Amp 5800 2300 today to avoid disappointment
! Castle Acoustics Isis 249 169 Midland Audio X-Change will also be demonstrating the all-new M3 Line/Phono Pre-
& Cogan Hall Intermezzo - EM 0.75M 295 100 Amplifier without a doubt the finest valve Pre-Amp we have had in the building. At
Y Dpa Enlightenment DAC 825 499 an affordable price of £2950.00 for the line version and £4650.00 for the phono. If a
Linn LP12/Ekos/Lingo/Kiyde 91 Spec 3500 1200 'Three dimensional open window' is what your system lacks, then look no further
: Linn LP12/Grace G707/Supex 900 N/A 385
E Marantz MAS00 Monoblocks 499 245 Analogue fanatics will glad to hear that the old range of Voyd turntables is now
Micromega Stage 1 CD Player 549 259 available under the Audio Note banner
58 Monitor Audio 352 Rosewood Speakers 299 129
; Musical Fidelity MAS0 Mono Power Amps 850 399 The Voyd Valdi is now known as the AN TT Two £995.00
Musical Fidelity MC4 Loudspeakers N/A 250 The Voyd is now known as the AN TT Three £1995.00
[ Musical Fidelity Pre 3A Pre-Amp 399 159 Super Version £2450.00
NAD 5120 Turntable 99 39 Reference 0.5 £4450.00
=8 Naim Audio NAC 32.5 MM/MC Pre-Amp N/A 225 Reference £9900.00
8 Naim Audio NAP 250 (Old Bolt Casework) N/A 499 Super Reference is a staggering £36,500.00
Naim Audio NAP 110 Power Amp N/A 219
8 Naim Audio Naxo 3/6 X-Over (New Styte) 650 349 Current Audio Note products on demonstration
bl Nakamichi BX 150E Cassette Deck N/A 139 Ml oTO SE Phono £1495.00
g QLN qugl One Black Ash _Loudspeakers 800 399 +4l M1 Pre-Amplifier Phono £750.00
o Rega Elicit Integrated Amplifier 740 595 o4 M2 Pre-Amplifier Line £995 00
5 Rega EXS Stereo Power Amp 598 425 I P1 Power Amp £995.00
Rega HAL Pre Amp MM/MC Remote 998 695 =8 P2 SE Power Amp £1499.00
o Rogers Ravensbrook Tuner N/A 35 2 DAC 1 Digital to Analogue Converter £675.00
Roksan Artemiz Tonearm 895 495 AN S2 Moving Coil Transformer £449.00
e oG g Sl 5 AN TT 1 Entry-level Turntable inc. RB250 & 1Q1 Cartridge ~ £725.00
Roksan Xerxes / Artemiz / XPS 3.5/DSU 2000 995 AN TT 3 Hi-end Turntable inc. AN 1S/AN V Tonearm £3190.00
Roksan XPS 3.5/DSU Power Supply 320 249 Meishu 3008 Integrated Line Amplifier £2750.00
Rotel RB 970BX Stereo Power Amp 225 175 Conquest Mono 3008 SE Power Amps £4450.00
et g e i 129 AN-CD1 Integrated CD Player £599.00
s £ol e AN-CD2 Integrated CD Player, ECC 82 Output Stage £999.00
PR B iis. st incaStands P2l . AN-CD3 Integrated CD Player Black Gate PSU £1699.00
G e g i o Audio Note Loudspeakers AN-KSP/JSP/ESP From £830.00 to £1860.00
S iy e iy oo Audio Note silver Interconnects AN-S / AN-V//AN-VX from  £139.00 to  £575.00
Ruark Tempiar Il de-luxe 629 479
Tonc P00 Tranapors o o0 35 Dk e
g T Due to a change in the casework - ial offer on CD 2 while stocks last £850.00
VPI TNT Mk 2.5 (New Parts Fitted) 3995 2499 - | | =Pecid gilar 0 N S
Also we are selling our demonstrator Ongaku list £59,500 - our price, a mere
Midland Audio X-change are looking for good used British & £24,500 serious enquires only please
American Hi-fi, cash paid call John Roberts on 01562 822236
now! Audio Analogue Bellini/Donizetti £1050.00
Audio Analogue Paganini CD Player 24 Bit £695.00
fej] Audio Note M3 Phono Balanced Pre-Amp £4650.00
Single-ended excellence from this superb Italian valve manufacturer =8l Audion Sterling Valve Single Ended £599.00
("l BKS Hybrid 107 Mk Il Granite £1750.00
Simply Two A pentode design featuring a full 12 watts pure class A, with 2 Clearaudio Sigma 24k Gold M/C Cartridge £550.00
feedback control switch and 4 & 8 ohm tappings £995 suggested retail =l Diapaison Karis Monitors £1250.00
Simply Four Available in pentode or triode design. Giving all full 11 watts 2 Dpa Renaissance 24 bit CD player £950.00
of output in triode and full class A, or pentode 24 watts full class A —§| Etectrocompaniet ECI-3 Remote controlled Integrated £995.00
Pentode £1555 Triode £1595 Pl Krell Kav 300{ Integrated £2545.00
. . . . (<8l Lehmann Audio Black Cube Phono Stage £495.00
- S_lmply §45 Any(_)ne'e who has heard this s}unmng amplifier has not Abeen =N Michell Alectos Mono Amps - latest version £1998.00
il disappointed. This is truly the most magnificent valve amplifier available at B8 Michell Orca Pre-Amplifier £1599.00
i this price. Single ended class A triode, giving a full 24 watts. Affordable g Nagra PLP Battery Powered Pre-Amp £6995.00
b4l Nigh-end with style has arrived £2995 M@l Opera Platea Floorstanding Speakers £795.00
Ll Simply Phono On the rear of all the previously mentioned amplifiers there 3 Pass Labs Aleph 3 Class A Power Amp £1995.00
o Y o
c is a power outlet so that the simply phono stage may be used. M/M and 4 Sirius D200 Dual Mono Power Amp £2995.00
sl M/C settings are allowed via switches on the rear of the unit £499 Unison Research Feather/Power 35 Pre/Power £2600.00
.E) Unison Research 300B Smart Monos producing 24 watt Triple single
b= 8 ended Triode power. An ‘open window' into what truly is possible with Decca CA 2+2 Record Cleaning Brush £9.95
valves today £4250.00 ECO 2 Demagnetizer Fluid/Spray £29.95
Einstein Octupus Mains Filter/Conditoner £199.00
. Kontak Electical Contact enhancer £14.95
Bob Dylan - Time out of Mind 120grm double £14.99 Pl Last All-purpose Record Gleaner £19.50
Bob Dylan - Blood on the Tracks 180grm £19.99 Q
) = F-ll Last Power Cleaner For Records £32.50
Bob Dylan - Highway 61 Revisited 180grm £19.99 3 :
(8 Last Record Preservative £32.50
Dave Brubeck - Time Out 180grm £21.95 h
A e iyl Last Stylast Treatment £27.50
Eric Clapton - Pilgrim Double £15.99 8 | ast Stylus Cleaner £17.50
Jimi Hendrix - First Rays of the New Rising Sun 180grm £24.95 Q MicheI:yR‘f ord Clam 219'95
John lee Hooker - The real Folk Blues Alto 180grm £19.95 2 ST eel P . )
Mobile Fidelity Geo-Disc Alignment Gauge £19.95
Oscar Peterson - The iost tapes MPS180grm £19.95 - el
. T8 Nagaoka No.102 Antistatic Record Sleeves 50 £12.50
Radiohead - OK Computer Double £15.99 £ . )
Ortofon 6nines Cartridge Tags £29.95
Santana - Abraxas 180grm £21.95 = .
Yes - Somethings Coming Double 180gm £17.99 P\ riCionidlidRtient @Bge g4-95
B B = P 1905
£ . . . ) e ure Stylus Balance Gauge h
S These titles are available from stock mail order - a charge of 5 The Cardas Sweep Record £14.95
£2.00 per consignment will be made Winds Stylus Gauge - The finest known to man £720.00

181 Franche Road » KIDDERMINSTER « Worcs » DY11 5AD

Ring John Roberts « Tel/Fax 01562 822236 + Mobile 0421 605966




CLASSIFIE

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Vonthly consecutive insertions will be considered Trade
advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

LOWTHER ACOUSTAS
cabinets with PM7A drive
units, silver-wired. £325.
(vgc), though without grilles;
better than PM6A; bought
from Haden Boardman for
£500 Mr Fung Tel: 0131 668
3389 (E-mail:
fung@div.ed.ac.uk) (Sep(l)

QLN REF HD |l speakers in
cherry (£2500) £1700
Micromega Transport Duo
3.1 (£1500) £800 Audiolab
C+2xP's (£2000) £900 may
split. 2xIm Chord solid
interconnects £100. 1x0.6m
Bluehaven inters £80. 1x0.5m
Moonglo bal inters £70.
2x4m Flatline Biwire speaker
cables £80. Sale due to
divorce. Tel: (John) 01706
628 470 Lancs) (Sep(l)

QUAD ESL 63 loudspeakers,
mint condition with MAF
stands £1250 ono Tel:
(Dave) 0171 209 1468

(Sep(l)

NAIM NAC 32, MM and CD
boards £140. WANTED: {
Rotel RB850 poweramp or 2
similar poweramps Tel:
01623 644 474 (Sept(l)

CROFT CHARISMA Elite
pre-amp, £750. Notts
Analog, Tracer 4 cartridge
£250 Cartridge Man’s Grado
unused £200. Matched pair
Leak TLI2.1 BBC version
power amps, £1250, Tel:
01423 536 692 (Harrogate)

(Sept(l)

SME20A and VDHMCI
£1750. Audio Note M|
phono £400 and Kit3 300B
chromed £1500. Naim
NATO1 £700. CDI7KI Sig
£900. Mana tables half price.
All mint. Tel: Nick 01373 471
642 (Sep())

HIGH QUALITY German
pre and power valves. NOS
for audio purposes. Fax:
01049 696 032 4346 (Oct)

HI-FI WORLD

NAKAMICHI BX300/BX202
£300 each ono. Aiwa 6900
c/deck £120. Power/amp
NAD 902, new £150. Russian
valve amp, new £400.
Luxman receiver £150.
Toshiba DD turntable/SME Il
£150. Thorens 125 £100. |BL
4410 £400. Denon 610
c/deck £100. Pioneer A400
amp £120. Tel: 01494 721
274 (Amersham, Bucks)
(Sep)

CASTLE HOWARD 52 light
oak, 2 years old, immaculate
condition £500. No offers
please. Tel: 01254 603 460
(Blackburn) (Sep(l)

TARGET HI-Fl unit. Smoked
glass stand with 7 shelves. As
good as new £185. All offers
considered Tel: 0181 870
7372 (Sep(l)

DENON SYSTEM DFO7,
amplifier, tuner, cassette,
CD, housed in open fronted
cabinet with space for CD’s
etc, plus pair of KLS 7’s,
coloured as cabinet.
Immaculate condition, boxed
(stored I8 months). Absolute
bargain at £750. Genuine
enquiries only. Tel: 0115 975
4070 after 5pm (Nottingham)
(Sep)

KLS 3 GOLD Mk2
loudspeakers (too large for
room), finished in piano black
(3 months old) £875. Must
be heard - magic. Genuine
enquiries only. Tel: 0115 975
4070 after 5pm (Nottinghamy)

(Sep)

AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX 11,
1997, all inputs inc. AT&T &
HDCD (£2200) £1425. AVI
$2000 MP remote preamp
(£800) £400. Target S tier
stand £100. ATC 20, S
Kimber wired (£1750) £850
Tel: day 01484 429 844 eves
01484 686 007 (Yorkshire)

(Sep(t)

D ADS

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

QUAD VALVES 22+2xll (real
KT66’s) £395. AM tuner
(rare type), Quad 306,
Sugden A48, A21, Goodmans
Axiom 8's, Pass Zen Bride
preamp, perfect for Aleph 3.
Tel: Answering machine/Fax
01642 649 702 (Sep)

LINN INDEX Il loudspeakers
with matching Ku-Stone
stands. Excellent condition.
All offers considered Tel:
0181 870 7372 (Sep(l)

QED 240 CD Stereo amp
£70. Dynaco Pat preamp
£85. Leak Stereo 70 £60.
Dual 504S turntable £40.
Sansui 707L tuner £30. Eagle
AAB8 tuner £25. QED
speaker switches £10 each.
Tel: 01372 467 264 (Sep(l)

AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini
SE, | month use (bought
April "98) receipt. guarantee,
boxed, perfect condition
£450 (was £600) Tel: 0181
691 0098 (Sep(l)

CYRUS DISCMASTER,
Dacmaster £995, pre £450,
power £345, PSX-R £220,
Mission 752 speakers,
Kimber wired, rosewood
£350, Soundstyle stand, grey
£125. Tel: Andy 01924 498
955 after 6pm (West Yorks)

(Sep(t)

THORENS TD124. Superb
condition with original
arm/cartridge. Modern
quality plinth £230. Cyrus 2
PSX £125. Epos ES II's in
black £140. Quad 33/303
immaculate with documents
£110. Tel: 01626 774 564

(Sep()

AUDIOLAB 8000 CD
Excellent condition, | year
old, boxed £800 ono. Linn
Sara’s with stands, good
condition £250. Crimson
monoblocks 80wpc £120.
Exposure power supply £50.
Tel: 01162 365 563 (Sep)

AudioPrism

....a renaissance of Craftmanship,

style & performance

NMantissa
Line Level /)r('a////)////k'r

Dual mono aesign, external power
Supply. dual precision stepped
attenulaters, vibration isolated circuit
boards with solid-state regulation of
every stage.

/)('////
Dual - Wene Frer /////1/1//4'/'

Switchable ulterlinear & triode
operation, on board bias control |
metre, custom wound fransformers,
vibration isolated circuit boards and
transformers, designed to drive any
load.

For further details contact

The company that brings you
Hi-End Audio at real world prices

TEL: 0151 343 0007 FAX: 0151 343 0008
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AUIDIO PRICES NEVER TO BE REPEATED

][lL..;!!'E H[b JION BARGAINS

:;:n:ksyu - MARK LEVINSON No. 27.5 Power Amplifier ﬁ 3 GALORE

rks
TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532 Still under Warranty, as new - **SAVE £2,405** - call now
OPENING HOURS:
\,10am - 8pm Monday - Saturday (By sppointmeat) J Cost New £5,400 Sale Price £2.995
*Mail Order Service * Export Facilites: * All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Kora D30 30w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube Amplifier Mint Ex. Demo £1850 £1350
Kora D50 50w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube Amplifier Mint Ex. Demo £2700 £2050
Kora 100SB Pure Triode Monoblocs + Bal 7 S/E Inputs & Resosnance Tuned Chassis Mint Ex. Demo £5350 £4350
Classe CAP-100 Remote Balanced Integrated Amplifier (Blk) Mint Ex. Demo £2000 £1595
Classe CAP-200 200w/500w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable
Power Amplifier (Silver) Mint Ex.Demo £3000 £2495
Classe CA-400 400w/1400w Balanced Stereo/Mono switchable
Power Amplifier (Siver) Mint Ex. Demo £5500 £4250

Mark Levinson No.27.5 power Amplifier-Still Under Warranty As New S/Hand £5400 £2995
Counterpoint SA 20 220w Valve Hybrid Power Amplifier S/Hand £3000+ £1150
Pink Triangle Da Capo DAC with 1307 Chip including Battery Power Supply Mint S/Hand £3000 £1695
Home Cinema
Pioneer Elite laserdisc Player NTSC Top Player S/Hand £1800 Offers
RCF 3001 CRT Projector Mint Ex. Demo £4000 £2995
MWP 6.0 Speaker Cables (pair) £712 £460
Mirage
M-290 2-way Audiophile Compact Monitors Ex. Demo £400 £249
Information available on the following:- a c u r u S
For your nearest stockist contact AUDIO ILLUSION

HICAM d erse vinyl
GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT y
BOUGHT SOLD PX R e . Tt S ST, T 1T
Ao Tunerce/ Tana™ T phone/tax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail :- sales @ diverse-music.co.uk
CD s/Tuners/TapefT T -Mastercard - Visa-  Catalogues available  -Amex-Switch-JCB-
£ New And Forthcoming Releases
‘Sony TCK 6115 £120 Beastie Boys Helio Nasty €TBC
lYamaha KX390 £60 B o Aot 2one - Sep 22" £i3.9
Ethe Strange6/7 £TBC
{Denon DRM 10X £50 Godz Contagt High With The Godz £9.90
i Godz Godz 2/Th|£|;'d Testament each £9.90
Stax Lambda Pro Headphone + SRDX Energiser £300 aroundlrogs Lwe At Leeds Unv 1571 s:%%co
11 axwel Em a ¥
Mlcromega Stage 4 £325 geil F:jnn Lry V%ist{ln This - Impon g%co
1 anci f n it g
Audiolab 8000 DAC (Late 1997? . £525 Redténa - M\e'liingoBonea:wn g
[Roksan Xerxes + RB300 + Audio Technica OC3 £475 Rocket rom The Crypt RFTC 6/7 £9.90
S - —) Smashing Pumpkins Adore £TBC
e Waterboys Live Adventures Of - 3LP £15.90
-ﬂ_ =t
f £ Jim Ci DCC His Greatest Recordings £21.90
Audiotab 8000 C £325 im Croce (DCC) g
Louis Armstron Under The Stars £21.90
‘Audiolab 8000 A £325 | |Rogers LS2/2A £100 lowie Asneliond Fve Got The World on a String £21.90
Deneen Baat 100 £395 Neat Petite Blk £300 Miles Davis Litt To The Scatfold-Filmscore £19.90
| e Moody Blues Days Of Future Passed £19.90
I Mission 73c Centre £70
Linn LK100 £395 Royd Minstrels £115 Current And Recent Releases
I\L(amahak30%0 AC3 Amp 5900 Naim SBL Blk £1100 Aretha Frankin 30 Greatest His - 2LP (5990
inn Wakonda 595 anned Heat ive At Topanga coral 180gm §
Sony 540 E Int £100 TDL RT 2 rose/w £150 Canned Heat Vintage £15.90
y n . A Charlie Hunter Return Of The Candyman £12.50
Pioneer DSP 200 R/IC  £100 | |Monitor Audio Gold2 ~ £150 Dee Jay Punk Roc Chicken Eye £10.90
2 Rogers LSI £75 Delgados Peieton £9.90
Naim 72 Pre £376 Embrace Good Will Out - 2LP £15.90
Naim 62 Pre £195 Epos 14 Black £300 | girls Against Boys Freak 08 ICA Eu ‘98
omez Bring It On £14.5
Naim Flatcap g£240 | [EPOS 14 Walnut £325 Jesus And Mary Chain  Munti £11.90
Naim 90.3 £350 Mission 753 Black £450 Jimi Hendrix BBC Sessions - 3LP £19.90
7 NAD 501 | T ey At
i o Fidelity All Stars ow To Operate Wit d
_Nalrn_92 - — —gai: J Mem:I Bogn/‘l'.Rex | Danced r&yself Out Of The £14.90
e —— -, Paul Giovanni The Wicker Man-Filmscore £7.90
URGENTLY WANTED BITS Simply Red Blue £11.90
Naim, Linn, Audiolab, Quad || Always stock of various cables etc Sonic Youth A Thousand Leaves - 2LP £12.90
- i 10am - Spm V BT s Eoe e e £
0 5
un 10am - 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard LCula b livad LY
For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182 Zombles Odyssey And Oracle £9.90
Mobile. 0973 233380 P and P £1.00 1st LP additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50)
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T AUDIO/DNM. Art Audio
npo monblocks £1200 ono.
IM 3-6 preamp £700 ono. Tel:
144 417 911 evenings (Sep(l)

POSURE DUAL Reg. IV power
p £750. Tel 01242 522 169

P)

PULSE H2's, 94dB, light ash,
1t, boxed, awesome dynamics
250 ovno. Impulse Hé’s, 89dB,
Inut, mint £550 ono. Both

rn loaded. Willingly
monstrate. Tel: Mark 01423

| 861 weekdays, 01765 677

9 evenings/weekends
orkshire) (Sep(l)

NN LPI2. Ekos, Karma,
ngo, mint £1450. Linn Nexus
peakers & stands £350. Mana

3 level table, |x sound table,
int £575. All items boxed.
ood deal on multibuy. Tel:
1293 518 713 (Sep(l)

NN SARA Speakers, beautiful
alnut cabinets, awesome
obaric’ sound. Older model in
«cellent working order £175.
nn Nexus (teak) cabinets
arked hence £130, excellent
>und, any trial. Tel: 01505 874
30 (Glasgow) (Sep(l)

INK TRIANGLE LPT turntable,
ano black, with Roksan Tabriz
ynearm £350. Musical Fidelity
IC2 speakers £130. Audioquest
ype 4 speaker cable |0m £25.
arget turntable wall shelf £25.
el: 0181 447 8917 (Sep(!)

ROAC TABLETTE Signature
peakers, antique oak, 6 months
Id, mint with Atacama stand and
0 metres of Nordost Flatline
sold cable £675. Tel: Brian 0181
52 2044 eves & wiend (Sep(l)

5AMMA ERA Preamp with silver
vired phono stage £750 (£2500),
5amma Space Reference power
mp, silver wired, titanium 3008's
1500 (£4000), impulse H2
peakers £800 (£2250) Tel:
)1962 774 218 (Winchester)
Sep(l)

SD ACCOUSTICS OBS speakers,
-osewood vgc. cost over £900.
A bargain at £250. Tel: 01943
507 336 (West Yorks.) (Sep(l)

1t1-F1 WORLD

B+W DMé6 MONITOR
Loudspeakers, excellent
condition £300. B+W DM2
monitors, excellent condition,
one needs bass unit recone £100.
Rogers HG88 valve integrated
£100 Mk2. Harmon Kardon
Citation 11,12,15 pre, power,
tuner dual mono power amp,
excellent combination £400.
Classical LPs, Decca, SXL various
prices. Small Rogers cylinder type
speakers £60. Small Monitor
Audio speakers £60. Small
Celestion speakers £35. Tel:
01543 454 910 (Sep(l)

LINN LK 100 power amplifiers,
boxed etc. Two bought Sept
1996: £450 each. One bought
Oct 1994 £395. |dentical cases.
Tel: Nick 0161 429 0963
(Greater Manchester) (Sep(l)

LOWTHER ACADEMY Horn
piano black, 2xPM7C each
cabinet 97dB £1500 (£2200).
Wanted: Lowther Bicor 200,
swap price negotiable. Audio
Sitver Night monoblock, four new
Sovtek 300B Michell Iso/Hera
complete CD/LP £1900. Tel:
0181 743 0580 after 7pm (Sep(l)

CARTRIDGES. DECCA London
(£100) ADC 10 MKIV (£80)
Ultimo DV38/20B (£40).
Technics P205 Mk4 (plug) (£60).
Power amps, Arcam 120.2
(£150). Technics SEA1000 (£200)
STGT550 (£120). Marantz AV
amp preamp AV500 (£160) Tel:
01332 834 270 (Sep(l) ,
QUAD 1l mono amplifier x 2 x
KTé6 + pre-amp. + tuner. Tuner
needs resistor £395. Also 8”
GEC metal cone loudspeaker,
central screw in tweeter.
Reasonable offers. Tel: 01643
704946 (Minehead) (Sep(l)

LINN KELIDH speakers, plus
stands, 6 months old. Latest
specfication, black ash,
immaculate, unused, still boxed
and guaranteed. Sensible offers.
Tel: 01794 523746 (Sep())

NAIM NAIT 3, £400. Epos ES-
12/stands, £400, both items only
S months old, as new. Epos ES-
14/stands, £200. Wanted: Naim
72/140/hi-cap (new style), may
p/x. Tel: 07970 908 978

(Coventry) (Sep(l)

AUDIOLAB 8000A, £250. Rotel
RCD-965BX, £125. Denon
TU260L, £55. Dual 505, £60.
DAC-in the-box, £110. Leak
Stereo 20 (rebuilt), £250. Maplin
valve pre-amp, £125. Mission
760i, £70. Tel: 07970 908 978

(Coventry) (Sep(l)

AUDIOVECTOR 5X speakers
!.Im high hexagonal piano black
cabinets 4 way tri wire 90 dB
cost £3999, for £2000 or smaller
speakers /tt / amp in p/x. Cyrus 4
box cd £1600 Tel: 01387 263 252

(Sep()

EPOS ES25 LOUDSPEAKRS,
black, £950. Audio Alchemy DITB
coverter, £130. Rga 9, Exact
cartridge, £850. Rogers Studio
3's, rosewood, stands, £300.
Custom Design five glass shelf
rack, £125. Tel: 0181 311 8986

(Sep())

EPOS ES25’S, Dark cherry, £995.
DPA Renniasance intergrated
amplifier, £350. Teac VRDS 10SE,
£600. Pioneer CLD 1950 laser
disc player, £350. Flatline Biwire
speaker cable, 5m pr, £60. Tel:
0385 765 727 (Sep(!)

REVOX B77 tape recorder 3.75
& 7.5 ips. With 14 reels and
accessories, £500. Revox B780
receiver, £200. Both light home
use only and excellent condition.
Tel: 01483 824 426 (Woking)

(Sep())

MERIDIAN 506 CD player, 2
years old, £525. Naim 62/140, old
style with mm boards, £450.
Roksan Xerxes, walnut,
XPSINDSU, Tabriz-Zi £550. All in
very good condition with boxes.
Tel: Richard 0797 862 187

(W.London) (Sep(})

ARCAM 170.3 transport & black
box 5 (upgraded to B.B.50) £400.
Ortofon MC Super If (Iss than 2
hours use) £70. Tannoy 12 inch
dual concentric chassis speakers
(pair) £150. Shahinian Arcs (pair)
£850. Tel: 01823 323 903 (Sep)

QUAD ESL 63 electrostatic
speakers, teak finish, boxed mint
condition, complete with Quad
63 stands and QED F200
connecting cables £1650. Tel:
Noble 0181 851 0608 (Sep)

LINN LP12, letock LUII, Lingo
Trampoline, K18 cart,
Affromoso, boxed, excellent
condition, serviced, £750 ono.
Arcam Delta 90 integrated
amplifier, £230 ono, boxed.
Yamaha KX 300 cassette deck
with remote, little used, boxed,
60 tapes £65 ono. LP’s 360
classical vocals, wide assortment.
Offers please. Tel: 01329 287 136
(Hants) (Sep(l)

REVOX A700 2 TRACK 3 3/4-7
1/2-15 ips. Microphones: 2 x
AKG D.224 C, 2 x Beyer
Dynamic M260 N. | Revox M
3500 capable of studio quality
recording. Recording tape: 60
reels professional 10 1/2 nab
spools. Offers Tel: 01525 406
092 (Sep())

NAIM NAP 140 power amp, mint
condition, 18 months old. All
reciepts, boxes, leads. Can
demonstrate. Sale due to
upgrading. £500 Tel: Dave 0589
132007 (days), 0181 270 9393
(eves.) (Essex) (Sep(!)

CHORD CEL 301 floor standing
speakers. Based on BBC LS 5-
12A with bulit-in sub woofer.
Finished in yew. Cost £3000 -
bargain £1650. Tel: Tony 01924
25960 (evening) (Sep)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS alto
amp. £175. Maranz CD63 with
remote £90. Both mint & boxed
with manuals. Dali 104 speakers -
with Definitive Audio
modifications ¢/w Dali low stands
- cost £500. Good working order
but cabinet marked so £175. Can
demo the above to callers Tel:
Clive 04159 130 119
(Nottingham) (Sep)

GARRARD 301, SME plinth,
3012 arm vge. £395. Leak
Troughline stereo vge. £95.
Tannoy 15in pink and silver drive
units with crossovers - silver has
cone repair, offers? Tel: 01842
812 895. (Sep)

PIONEER A400X £150. Garrard
401 & SME 3009521 MP £100.
Rogers Cadet 3 pre/power &
spare valves £100. Townshend
Elite Rock & Excalibur arm £200.
Quad 34/405-2 £300. Tel: 01268
754 617 (Essex) (Sep(l)
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TEL: 01428-651554 P G H i_Fi FAX: 01428-654592
- | ]

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves,
Classical LP Records & Spare Parts.

Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock.

AM2 Tuner £20  Spare Parts For Quad + Leak
FM1 Tuner £10 Transformers etc.
QCl\ Pre-Amp. ___£30 Approx 450 classical LP's £150
QA12P Amplifiers (Pair)£Offers  2'X Shure 588$A Unisphere
Quad 33/303 Boxed £150 B Microphones unused
< —

Vintage Classical LP’s
Leak TL10 -1 (Single) £250 Bought and Soid
TL12+ (Pair) £300 Decca - SXL
Stereo 20 £250 Columbia - SAX
TL12.1 (Pair) £1500 HMV - ASD
TL25+ (single) Black ~ £150 RCA - SB + LSC
Varislope (very early) Furt ler / De Vit
LW/MW/SW B + Furtwangier/ De Vito
Troughline (very early) FM £60 Martzy Etc

Please Phone or Fax

S.M.E. 3009 Il Boxed £70 wanted list

Mayware MK4 Arm Boxed £50
Shure M61-2 Phono
Pre-amp Boxed

£20 Lowther comer acoustas (pair)
original PM6 1 drive unit

Garrard 301 £150 e
Tannoy Hi-Gain 15 Ampifier £20 popenciout - £250
Rogers Cadet Il Amp £60 speakers {Pair) £130

Thorens TD 124 MKIl + SME Tannoy Comer Yorks, 15"
3009 I + SME Plinth £275 Monitor Golds Walnut

cabinets Mint £2000
VELW LN (A HoM I [VIEIGCREI R  Tannoy Lancasters 157

Monitor Golds in

KT66, ECC81/2/3, 6SN7GT + original boxes £900

Many Others. ) Tannoy speakers + drive units

Please Phone For Details. for sale please phone for details
Wanted

Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster,
York, G.R.F. and Autograph.

Vacuum Tubes for Audio Are Back!

Glass Audio brings together
yesterday’s tube with today’s
improved components,voltage control,
and the exciting new Soviet tubes,
to make smooth sound in your
livingroom possible again!

Please send my first issue of Glass Audio. T'll pay just $45.00 for six issues
[’ ES, (1 year); $80.00 for 12 issues (2 years) of the best information on tubes to be found
[ anywhere. I understand that my satisfaction is guaranteed!

Street & Number

City Postal Code

Country Remrt IN US S DRAWN ON A US BANK OMLY. PRICE GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1995.

We Accept MC/VISA.

* PO Box 176, Dept. HFWS, Peterborough, NH 03458-0176 USA
G]ﬂSS A U dI O  Phone: (603} 924-9464 or FAX 24 hours a day (603) 924-9467
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HEYBROOK TT2/1{ turntable
with Linn LVX + arm.
Immaculate. Boxed with manual.
£175. Give your old records a
treat. Tel: 01244 5359 679 (Sep(l)

NAIM NAC 72, NAP |40, hi-cap.
All current models. Original
purchaser £1050. Sony 700 ES
tuner £105. Tel: 01628 626 085

(Sep(D)

PARAGON ACOUSTICS PA2 on
Foundation stands. Similar size &
sound to Kan but with more
detail & depth. (£320 Russ
Andrews crossover upgrade, only
consider if source is excellent).
Tel: 01256 397 867 (Basingstoke)

(Sep(l)

ROGERS HG 88 MK Il £90, MKII
£120, Leak Troughline maroon
£75. Chapman 306 intergrated
£75. Thorens TD 124 in heavy
plinth with cover and 2
armboards £225. Yashica 35mm
SLR model 107 multi programm
with 35-70 zoom lens £90. Tel:
01709 555 403 (Rotherham)

(Sep(l)

ELECTROCOMPANIET EC4.5
remote pre-amp Mkll. Nw boxed
- superb. Trounces L57 etc. Any
triall Genuine reason for sale
£800 ovno Tel: 01384 271 571

(Sep(l)

EXPOSURE VIl power amplifier
with many yards of bi-wired
exposure speaker cable £100.
Muscal Fidelity P 140 power
amplifier £80. Rotel RB 850
power amplifier enhanced
sensitivity £40. Edison |2 valve
powre amplifier £60. Tel: 01452
713 211 (Gloucester) (Sep(l)

YAMAHA CT 7000 FM stereo
tuner. Recently overhauled. £450.
Tel: 01452 713 21| (Gloucester)

(Sep(l)

SANSUI AMP AU.A707DR Super
High-Quality (Rosewood, £1500
new) £350 ono. Audiolab 8000T
tuner £350 ono. Marantz CD 10
£300 ono (£1100 new). Teac
R9CO0 cassette deck £200 ono.
Kef Q90 teak £195 ono. Sound
Organisation. Z560 5 shelves £65
ono. All little used vgc. boxes and
manuals. Tel: 0161 881 0075
(anytime) (Manchester) (Sep(l)

HI-FI WORLD

TRANSPARENT BALANCED
music link super interconnect
|.5mm pair £530 (839). Michell
150. HR. phono stage with Hera
power supply £550 (895). Tel:
01797 253 073 (Sep)

TRANSCEND TRANSPORT
£300. Meridian 203 DAC £75.
Parasound | |00HDCD DAC
(£950) £200. Air Tight ATM-{
£750. F&S KT66 single-ended
monoblocs £200. PIP pre-amp
£400. Celestion 7000 ribbon
speakers (£1500) £300. Gamma
Epochs (£1500) £300. Helius
Syrius Il, 95 dB sensitivity (£2395)
£475. Tel: 0181 672 4319 (Sep(l)

NAIM SBL speakers. Upgraded
drivers fitted last year. Boxed an
in good condition. £800 ono.
Buyer collects, not able to deliver
sorry. Tel: 0141 942 8415
(Glasgow) (Sep(!)

IMPULSE Hé horn loaded
loudspeaker. Light oak veneer
and in excellent condition. £850.
Tel: Howard 0181 449 4772

(Sep(l)

NAIM 140 power, 72 pre, MM,
Hi-cap, all new style, immaculate
£1200 ono. Garrard 401 with
instruction manual, Acos Lustre
arm , Thorpe Grenville plinth
£175 ono. Tel: Pete 01202 398
497 (Sep)

KEF 104 - 2 speakers boxed as
new £580. Linn LK | with Linn
Dirak power supply boxed as
new £300. Quad 33-303 FM
£230. Naim NAC 42 pre amp
£150. Linn Cans speakrs plus
stands £220. Arcam CD 170
transport with Arcam black box
boxed as new. Tel: 018} 680
1341 (Croydon) (Sep(l)

QUAD ELS 63 black with stands.
10 years old £1200. DPA 200S
stereo power amps can be
bridged for mono operation £325
each or as a pair £600. Tel:
01724 710 547 (LIncs) (Sep(l)

DYNAUDIO T330 HF units &
Volt BM2500.4 bass drivers from
Wilmslow Audio ‘Vortex' kit
worth £980, new house requires
smaller speakers hence reluctant
sale at £580 ono. Tel: Steve 018I
301 6076 (evenings) (Sep(t)

LEAK STEREO 20 & Point One
pre-amp £200. Two Leak TLI2+
amps & Point One pre-amp £300.
Leak Delta AM/FM stereo tuner
£30. Tel: 0161 620 6273. (Sep)

ROTEL RB 980BX power amp
approx 3 yrs. old, mint with
instructions but no box £250.
Tel: Steve 0181 301 6076

(evenings) (Sep(l)

LINN ISOBARIKS passive walnut
panelled stands lovingly cherished
for twelve years. Mint and
immaculate superior to later
vrsions boxed £650. Six tier
Sound Organisation rack piano
black £60. Tel: 01782 343 487
(Sep()

TOWNSHEND
GLASTONBURY 2 speakers
£750. Rogers Studio One
speakers (refurbished) & stands
£275. Naim Nait 2 £250, Michell
Orbe sealed box £1450. Epos
ES14 & stands (new) £495. Quad
77 CD (mains) £475. Meridian
206B CD £450. Telford: 01952
502 097 (Sep(l)

IMMACULATE LUMLEY
Reference 70 valve amplifier,
triode switchable £850. Audio
Research LS3 preamp £800. Polk
Audio RM5000I1 surround
speakers £350. QED pre-amp
£30. Quad valve FM2 £30. Studio
12 decoder £30. Tel: 01279 832
883. (Sep(l)

QUAD 606 44 £425. |BL L96
speakers £225. Thorens TD 147
M/C £125. Yamaha 1060 CDP
£300. Nikko NT790 tuner £100.
Sound Organisation: 2 flcor
stands £100 & pair speaker
stands £50. Tel: 0956 444 {57

(Sep()

GARRARD 301 Serial No. 75175
with strobe turntable, original
manual, inspection report &
template, all immaculate (as new)
£375. SME 3012 detatchable
headshell, completely original &
immaculata £250. Tel: Colin
01635 550 980 (Newbury) (Sep(!)

NAKAMICHI DR2 cassette deck,
mint, boxed £415. Castle
Howard speakers, antique oak,
excellent. £455. Tel: 01568 620
104 (Herefordshire) (Sep)

DETAILS

QUAD 707 amp exc. cond. £500.
Michell Argo/Hera, vgc £300.
Rega Planar 3/Elys, vgc £150.
Naim Nait (1), Sony Walkman
Pro, vge £120. Tel: R.Burton
01403 250 570 (Horsham, after
6pm and weekends) (Sep(l)

DENON DRM 500 cassette
deck, offers. AE2 speakers
(MKI) in rosewood Target RI
stands, £600 or exchange hi-end
pre-amp W.H.Y. Tel: 01395 275
698 evenings (Devon) (Sep(l)

AUDIOLAB 8000S amplifier.
£400. Arcam Alpha 5 Plus CD
player £190. Both as new,
boxed, instructions. Foundation
24 ins speaker stands £50. Tel:
01273 515 053 (answerphone)

(Sep())

AUDIO RESEARCH SPé6 valve
pre-amp, sensible offers. Luxman
CL32 and MQ3600 triode
pre/powr amps, revalved £725.
Yamaha CT7000 tuner, £425.
SME 309 arm, boxed, with series
V armlead £375. Gale 401A
speakers and stands, recent
overhaul £450. Tel: 01603 714
528 daytime/evenings. (Sep)

FOR SALE (all mint condition).
Audiolab 8000S £550. Teac
VDRS 7 CD player £550.
Marantz 92 DCC player £400
ono (£800). Audiolab DAC £450.
Technics cassette deck £100.
Pioneer budget hi-fi system £250
(£700). Tel: 01292 44| 544.

(Sep(!)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS 2 MKII
Line pre-amplifier, six inputs, tape
copy, unbalanced phono outputs
plus two pairs XLR balanced
outputs for biamping. Still the
best, mint, boxed, manual, £1550
(£3300). Tel: 01483 282 364.

(Sep)

MUSICAL FIDELITY PI73
preamp (6 line and MM/MC) with
separate PSU. AVI $2000 MA
power amp. £250 each / £450 the
pair. Tel: 01793 790 072 or
prsinb@bath.ac.uk. (Sep(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH CD2 CD
player, mint, £2200, boxed,
manual. Meridian 500 CDT and
563 DAC £100 for pair. Tel:
01273 693 631 (Sep(l)
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THE
AUDIO EDGE

So many products, so many reviews
don’t know where to start !

At the Audio Edge we understand that the most important link
in your system is your ears, for this reason we offer some of
the finest audio available whether you are a first time buyer or
a seasoned audiophile, our aim is simply to save you time and
money with a service second to none.

Anthem, Acoustic Energy, Adyton, Audiolab,

Audio Physics, Audio Research, Cadence, Copeland, Helius,
Jadis, Krell, KR Enterprise, LFD, Martin Logan, Meracus,
Ortofon, Project, QED, SME, Sonus Faber, Sound Style,

Theta, Triangle, Transparent Audio, Yamamura

10.00 to 6.30 Opening Times
Open Mon to Sat
Mail Order Interest Free Credit Part Exchange
FREE Home Loan Service FREE Installation
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LINN KELIDH loudspeakers
(walnut)cost £750, Except £345.
Marston Audio Silhouette DA
convertor, superb sonic
performance, cost £800, except
£425. Condition of all items as
new! Teac P500 CD transport
ficted with Superlock module,
£400. Tel: 01834 814 799 (Sep)

MARSTON AUDIO CD player,
boxed with remote, highly
acclaimed CD player, cost £795,
except £425. Trichord clock 2,
£45. Trichord Pulsar DA
convertor with external PSU,
without casework, hence, £695.
Audioquest video2, £45. Tel:
01834 814 799 (Sep)

NVA A80 Monoblocks (Dual PS)
£775 pair (£1650). NVA P80 pre-
amp £200 (£450), Cable Talk
Broadcast 2 £60 (£110). NVA
Soundpipes 1.2m £45 (£95). VDH
102 1l 0.5m £30 (£65). Chord
Flatline 4.5m £55 (£110). All as
new and boxed. Tel: day 0370
893 531, eve 0118 941 2221
{Berks) (Sep(l)

SNELL TYPE E/lI, oak finish,
imported from the US.A. with
rear mounted super tweeter.
Excellent condition with original
boxes. Asking £750. Tel: eve.
01865 308 415 (Oxford) (Sep(l)

MISSION 751 Freedom speakers,
black ash, in excellent condition
with box £175. Tel: 01258 458
674 (Dorset) (Sep(l)

NAIM NAC 82 pre-amp mint,
boxed, as new £1400. Creek
CDO06 CD player, boxed, mint
(new £600) £250 ono. DPA
Enlightenment transport and
DAC. mint cond. need cash
hence £750 (both). Quad 77
carbon finish amp boxed, mint,
£380 Roksan Xerxes Artmize
Shiraz, black ash, boxed, excellent
cond. £750 ono. Tel: Jules 01793
280 061 (Sep(l)

QUAD 34 & 405 Mk2 mint £250,
Magnaplanar SMGA’s boxed
£275, Cyrus2 & PSX boxed
£245, NAD 3020, 4020, 6050
tape boxed £150, NAD 310 £40,
Radford 2022 pre £65, Rogers
Cadet 2 pwr £45, Rotel RC 970
BX MX2 £75. Tel: 0141 571 4947

(Sep)

HI-Fi WORLD

ASAI 12.3 speakers. Pair. 3-way:
12"; 5.25";13mm. 200w power.
Treble/midrange adjustment.
91dB sensitivity. 8 ohm
impedance. Asymm. LCR
crossover. New, boxed. £540.
Tel: 0181 543 5939 (Wimbledon)

(Sep(h)

MARANTZ CD63SE compact
disc player, boxed, little used,
with remote, £130. NAD 3020a
amplifier, good working order,
£55. Naim Hi-cap, old style,
£300. Tel: 01705 296 117
{Hampshire) (Sep)

NAIM/REGA. Nait 2 amp. late
spec., green fascia, excellent
condition, boxed. Betters Nait
3.£250. Rega ELA Mk2 speakers,
black ash, superb build and
sound, excellent condition,
boxed £275. Wanted Snell K
Mk speakers, LFD Zero
amplifier. Tel: 01429 429 953

(Sep)

EPOS S25 speakers, walnut,
£1200, superb. Marantz CD67SE
£235, PM57 amp £140, Tannoy
M2, Apollo stands, cable talk 3.1
£160, Nakamichi DR3, brand
new, offers? Naim Supercap with
cables £1500. Tel: 01535 605 692
(Keighley) (Sep)

LINN SONDEK LPI2 Valhalla
turntable. Linn lttok LVII arm.
Linn Klyde cartridge. Hardly

used. excellent condition.
£1000. Tel: 01239 820 927

(Sep(l)

LINN LPI2, walnut, Lingo, Ekos,
Karma, with Mana Ref table, mint
condition, boxed £1000 ono. Tel:
01293 888 953 (Crawley) (Sep(l)

CONRAD JOHNSON PVIO
pre-amp, latest specifcation,

excellent condition £650. Tel:
Stuart 0181 539 9295. (Sep(l)

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CDI

£500. Rega RB300 £60. Leak
TLI12+ £250. Yamaha CT-1010
superb analogue tuner £50.
Tannoy 625ALF active subwoofer
£125. Genexxa Pro LX7 (better
than LX5) £75. Wharfedale
Harewood speakers £125. Tel
0181 672 4319 (Sep(l)

NAGRA V-5 Pilot, deck only no
leads, offers. Connoisseur 5.66
valve amp, £150. Leak Stereo 30
& Troughline 3 Stereo £130. Kef
Celeste speakers £75. More
available. Tel: 01235 813 832

(Sep())

NAKAMICHI CR4 Discrete 3
head cassette deck £275. Naim
32.5 pe-amp £150. Both in good
condition with instructions. Quad
FM4 tuner, mint, sealed, £175.
Tel: 0181 778 3172/0976 153
726. (Sep)

AUDIO RESEARCH SP10 Mkll.
All tube 2 box pre-amp.
Umarked, boxed with manuals
and some spare tubes. Superb
high-end sound. Can
demonstrate, £1000. Tel: 01582
629 556 eves. (St Albans area)

(Sep(l)

HEYBROGK SEXTET speakers
latest Mkil with contour
switch, black ash, walnut trim,
mint condition boxed, £690.

Mission speakers with stands,
mint condition £120. Tel: 0114
2325116. (Sep(l)

LINN ISOBARIK speakers:
walnut finish, unmarked
cabinets/grills, spiked stands,
excellent sound, original boxes &
reciepts, £500. Could arrange
home demonstration/delivery to
very serious buyers only. Tel:
01273 325 307 (Brighton) (Sep(l)

CYRUS Il AMP & PSXR power
supply £39C. Marantz CDé63
Mk2K | Signature £250. Tel:
Adrian 01963 785 997
(Littlehampton area) (Sep)

MANA 4-TIER custom amp
stand with Soundstage ideal for
large power amplifiers £700;
Mana mini table and flat top

£200; Aud olab 8000CDM
transport £500; Tel: Kevin
01953 600 142 evn. (Norfolk)
{Oct(l)

AVI S 2000MC Reference CD
player, AVl §2000MM
Monoblocks {1 50wpc). Castle
Harlech speakers, £2300 or will
split {(cost new £4630) Tel: 01786
834 796 (Sep(l)

SPECIAL

INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

SONUS FABER Extrema with
custom slate stands £3495. Pierre
Lurne Mephisto transport £1195.
Nakamichi Dragon £950.
Quicksilver 00W.P.C. valve
monos £875 pre-amp £475. All
mint and boxed. Tel: 01274 545
219 or 0973 797 691. (Sep(i)

LUX MQ3600 valve power
£1200. Lux CL 32 valve pre-amp
£450. Elite Rock, Rega arm,
Denon 304 cartridge £325. Royce
Spectrum, Mission 774 arm,
Audio Technica OC9 cartridge
£250. Epos 14 speakers, black
ash, c/w stands £325. Tel: 01932
889 547 (Sep(l)

APOGEE MIN!I Grand
Speakers (new £8000) £2500.
Krell KSP-78 pre and KSA 200
power £3000. Musical Fidelity

F18 200 watt Hybrid power
£1700. Tel: 01782 522 213
evenings or 07771 804 532
{mobile) (Sep(l)

WANTED LS3/5A sized cabinets
or similar with 810 baffle cutouts.
Tel: 0181 451 3093. (Sep(l)

WANTED. TRUVOX P99 reel to
reel stereo tape unit. Tel: Alan
01634 403 122 (Sep(l)

WANTED. B&W DM70
improved louspeakers with
curved 702 elctrostatic units. Any
condition or parts for spares
considered Tel: 01703 732 024
or 01373 822 767 (Sep(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000,
pure Class A. One of the finest
integrated amplifiers. £915
(£1500). Two years old, lictle
used and absolutely mint
condition. Tel: Day 01273 464
449, evening 01273 441 151
(Sep(l)

CYRUS 31 £375, Quad 306
power-amp £150, Leak Stereo 20
and pre £300. all vgc, open to
reasonable offers. Tel: 01487 824
4418 evenings (Sep(l)

VALVE AMP.50s design, stereo.
Original and gorgeous with new
but old stock valves Modern
performance, £350 ono Tel: Julian
01703 471 022 (Southampton)
(Sep)
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VISA

A, HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD.

\
Vi
754

202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX. BN14 0EJ
TEL. 01903-872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0860 660001 FAX. 01903-872234
e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com hitpi//www . hifi-stereo.com

HEATHERI‘J\ALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT tu%mn .’TnTIlé)TT uner b Standard) gggg ﬁlétlm(g%gias eakers (rolsewood) MINT/BOXED nggg
uner (lab standart ower Amplifier
L R, bt | S gy g
re-am ower am oudspeakers
sE%CB%%%*}(VBU§%%¥§°2'§£"¢5 EX DEM Eggg LYRA Parnassus Dct Car[t)ndge EX DEM P £1200  DENON DRS-| 6? 0 Stereo Cassette Deck £125
sousnc[ AAD Speakers with Stands ¢495  B&W 801 Series II £1850  DENON TU-260/260L Stereo Tuner £85
ALON Il Loudspeakers £995  BOULDER 250 AE Power Amp MINT £1995  ORACLE Premier Mk (Il T/table with psu £1495
AUDIONOTE P4 Monoblocks £3305  B&W 801 Series II's (With STANDS) £1395  REVOX B77 Tape Recorder Excellent condition £595
AUDIONOTE :zs[ Power am £895  THETA Data Basic Cd Transport £895  REVOX PR99 MK3 Tape Deck £1995
AUDIONOTE Neiro amp MlN]p/BOXED (new £15400) £5495  THIEL l 5 S eakers EX DE! £1995  REVOX B2155 Casse e Deck £3995
AUDIONOTE ANS7 3iep up transformer £3000 RK LEVINSON 332 Power amEx £4395  REVOX £495
AUDIO RESEARCH SP8 MKIl Pre-amp £1295 RK LEVINSON 380s pre- am DEM £5495  NAKAM CHI 6822X Cassette Deck £595
AUDIO RESEARCH D400 amp £2995  MARK LEVINSON 35 Dac EX £5795  VOYD T/table/SME V & Clearaudio Delta Cart £2495
AUDIO RESEARCH D200 amp £1495 RK LEV NSON MLI Pre amp wnh phono £895  VOYD T/table ( upgraded psu & mtr) /Heliusorion ~ £1495
AUDIO RESEARCH BL 1 Balaced ine driver £395 K LEVINSON 28 Pr £1995  VOYD Standard Turntable M £1495
AUDIONOTE 10 Ilmlted Cartridge & Psu M'EL}{'I%FI‘AEIII lt(_)laEI[S)AL MXIOO ubwoofer EX CON Eégg HELIUS Silver Wired Tonearm £995
ﬁldgggNOTE ANE/S E Lispeakers (rosewood) F. venee?%SQSg MWHUMEGA Stage 6 Cd Transport £595 WENOHUEFERDEMUESECEASE REONEFORIDETAILS
ARCAM Delia Biack Box I Dac £175  MERIDIAN 263 Dac £249 (P DFRIE)
AUDIONDTE M2 Line Pre~am MERIDAN 605 Mono Power Am £995 MAIN UK OEALERS FOR THEIL SPEAKERS

LUMLEY Promenade SP1 Louds eakers NEW
LUXMAN MQ3600 KT88 Stereo Power amp

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE
BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

5250 MISSION 782 Loudspeakers with stands
¢1995  FORSELL Cart

795
KOETSU Black M% Cart (Upgraded to hi-spec by Sugano)£995

EX-0EM EXPOSURE EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE PHONE FOR LIST
FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE:
hitp:/Aeww. hifi-stereo.com

VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK AND BUY IN FOR CASH

If you have invested expertise and
money in building up a sound system
fo your own unique specifications,
then why compromise with indifferent
housing units?

Sound Investment

*High quality aluminium construction.
*Finishes available to your choice.
*Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.
*Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
*Custom created fo suit your system.

*Free delivery throughout the UK.
Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those

Audio Visual Furniture

of standard designs to the flexibility who want the best from their

i i i For further information or a free brochure contact:JEM Distribution,
3 ths'om I NI sun.your SRS Springfield Mills, Spa Sireet, Ossett Wakefield WF5 OHW.
porticular sound system and lifestyle. Tel: 01924 277626 Fox: 01924 270759

English Analogue

Supplier of quality second hand classical records
Reasonable prices for truly collectable original vinyl from
the 1950s to the 1970s. Labels include:

DECCA -SXL, SDD, SET, RCS, SPA, PFS
HMY - ALP, ASD, SAN, SLS
COLUMBIA - 33CX, SAX
RCA - SB - 2000/6000, VICS, SER
DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON, PHILIPS
etc, also available

dynamics?

Audion Audio Note Art Audio

If you are unfamiliar with classical music,
recommendations are available of great recordings to
enhance the enjoyment of your Hi-Fi and enter you into
the vast world of Classical Music. Just as there are good
recordings or Rock, Pop or Jazz, the same applies to
Classical.

Audio Innovations Cary
Unison Research Leak
World Audio Designs

To increase your satisfaction, all the records sold are Famous names and impressive amplifiers but
cleaned and audibly checked before being sold, free of
charge, as well as a guarantee. The records are also
supplied with a new innersleeve, as well as the old, to
insure a high standard. In addition, if you have any
Classical LPs or CDs you wish to sell or want a free

catalogue, please write, phone or fax to:

you will not experience their full capability until you
fit a BorderPatrol power supply

BorderPairol

Take control

Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1273 276716

3 Naseby Rise, Newbury, Berks, RG14 2SF, England
Tel: 44 - (0) 1635 40242 Fax: 44 (0) 1635 524239
www.multiplex.co.uk./Records
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APOLLO 5 tier rack, mint
condition £80. Tel: 0121 344
3598 (Sep(l)

SPENDOR BC Ilf monitor
loudspeakers, white, 4 units, one
careful owner from new. £275.
Yamaha KX 580 natural sound
stereo cassette deck. Instruction
manual, £80. Tel: 01623 512 427

(Sep(h)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Series
200 pre-amp £220, power amp
£220, in mint condition with new
valves, the pair for £400. Set of
four matched replica KT66
(KT66R) unused in original
packaging £125. Sony CDP10I
superbly engineered first

generation CD player, mint £150.

Technics SL 1610DD turntable
£195. Tel: 01834 860 681(Sep)

LINN KEILIDH speakers, black
ash with polymer bases, as new
condition, boxed. £490. Tel:
01722 334 694 (Sep(l)

DPA PDM 256 DAC. Eight digital
inputs. Mixture of Coax. Toslink.
AT&T. Two digital outputs opt.
Coax. Three Deltran outputs
Toslink. New £3650, asking
£1200 ovno. Tel: 01724 710 547
(Lincs) (Sep(1)

LINN HELIX speakers LS 150 on
stands. Mint cond. £175 ovno.
Tel: 01252 653 854 evenings.

(Sep(l)

SD 1s RIBBON speakers for sale
£550. Infinity Research speakers
£550. Wharfedale E70 speakers
for sale £150. Quad 57
electrostatic speakers, midrange
panel damaged £150. Altec
Langsing, horn drive units, rare
£600. Ferrograph S1 monitor
speakers £10. Tel: 01342 850
306. (Oct(l)

REVOX B77 H/S 1/2 track and
remote control (very rare),
Revox B760 tuner, pair of
Maggies MG 2B (very large)
DVD/LLD multi-system believed
first in UK. Excellent prices,
emigrating! Tel: Alex 01638 750
961 (Newmarket) (Sep(!)

TDL RTL 3 loudspeakers (black

finish) £200. Tel: 01483 275 389.
(Sep(l)

HI-FI WORLD

ELECTROCOMPIANIET ECI-2
class A intergrated amp. Mint.
Absolutely wonderful high end
bargain. Any trial, £650 (£1000).
Audio Note DAC |. Mint.
detailed, creamy £375 (£675).
Audioquest Video 2 digital
interconnect £40 or £400 for
both. Te!: 01308 868 044 (Oct(l)

STUDER C-37 studio tape
recorcer 71/2 15 ips. LEC
EQ. 1/2 track stereo classic
valve sign, sounds superb, Ex
BBC Maida Vale, hardly used
last 10 years. Installed in low
level BBC console. Serious
offers please. Tel: 01752 775
158 after 6 pm.(Sep)

ORELLE CD 10T transport and
DA 180 DAC boxed £625. van
den Hul The Second boxed £100.
Tel: 01633 667 346. (Sep(l)

ROTEL AMP RA 930 AX,
Rotel CD RCD 965 BX Denon
tuner TU 260L, Mission 780

speakers & stands. Immaculate
£475. Tel: 01920 467 017
(Sep(!)

KLIPSH KG35 speakers in
medium oak, sensitivity 95dB and
Unison Research Simply Two
valve amplfier, mint condition,
boxed, manuals, one year old
£850 ono. Teac reference 500 ,
new, two years warranty with
Alphason HI-Fl unit £600 ono.
Tel: George 01483 824 602
(Oct(l)

REVOX B77 high speed. Perfect
£440. Revox F36, spotless, sound
wooly £85. Quad 34 and 22
control units. Leak Sandwiches
£75. Kef 104 1I, black £575.
Quad bus seats wanted. Tel:
01623 812 455. (Mansfield)

(Sep(l)

WANTED: AUDIONOTE Kit
One, cash waiting. Tel: 01302 360
939 after 6pm (Doncaster) (Sep(l)

AUDIO TECHNICA ATH9000
£160. Quad 77-10L yew speakers,
mint, boxed £350. Atacama 8E24
stands, Soundbytes £65.
Tripletone valve amp £30 . Linn
LK400, 5 metres £50. Cable talk
professional 2 interconnect £30.
Tel: 01793 526 796 (Sep(l)

GRUNDIG FINE Arts receiver
(R2) and compact disc player
(CD2), matched pair. Full remote
control, excellent performers,
litde used and absolutely as new.
£170 pair ono. Tel: 01727 859
377 (Sep(l)

MERIDIAN 562V with 516 mm
phono 3 525; 563 DAC (20-bit
upgrade to 566) £525; 506 Mk2
CD £495; 518 audio processor
£575; MSR £40; boxed,
immaculate. Tel: 01389 859 526
email: neil@kjaearlig.force9.co.uk

(Sep()

B+W PS5 speakers in cherry
veneer in mint condition (boxed).
Can demonstrate. £500. Tel:
01494 716 909 (Bucks) (Sep(!)

AV.\. CD player £475, AV..
pre-amp £380, A.V.l. monoblock
poweramps £750, Sony |76EB
speakers £175, Teac D500/P500
CD player £600, Mission 753
speakers £450 Tel: 01977 643
629 (Sep(l)

AUDIO SYSTHESIS DAX 2 £900,
Meridian 602 transport £550
both AT&T. Audio Innovations
P.2. phono sage £500. T.V.AL
Michaelson and Austin power
amp. £600. All mint. Tek 01274
545 219 or 0973 797 691 (Sep(l)

WANTED: AUDIOLAB 8000M
Monoblocs pair vge. need to
demonstrate. London area Tel:
(pref. weekends) Dr. Wijay 0181
898 7978 (Sep)

CYRUS 781 boxed £70,
Micromega DAC boxed £100,
Goldring Lenco GL75 £35,
Armstrong 526 £30, Mordant
Short Carnival £15, Sound
Advice Hi-Fi cabinet £60, Linn
LVV £30. Tel 0116 276 3020
(Leics) (Sep@)

AUDIOLAB 8000S amp, 3
months old. As new condition
£400. Kef Q15 £80. Pioneer PD
9700 stable platter CD player
£185. Tel: Miles 01604 752 437
or 770 350 (Northants) (Sep(l)

LINN EKOS Mki,.brand new
bearings.£545.Linn Tukans
£295,.both immaculate and
boxed.Tel:.Edwin 01225 337 270.

(Sep)

DETAILS

REGA RB300 tonearm, new,
hardly used, boxed, all
accessories. £95 ono. Tel: 0181
672 1636 (Sep(l)

UHER 4400.IC report tape
recorder plus case, unused tapes
and many accessories. Remote
microphone. Telephone adaptor.
total cost £2000 plus. All mint
condition, virtually unused. Give
away at £500. Tel 01737 644 804.
(Oct)

EXPOSURE XX AMPLIFIER for
sale Boxed/excellent condition
One careful owner. £400.
Tel:.01223 290 619 (Cambs)

(Sep)

QUAD 67 CD player £600 19
months use.Mint
condition.Boxed and in the

attic since system upgrade
November 1997.Tel: 0181 520
3580

WANTED: AIWA P50 power
amps. Also circuit diagrams for
P50 and Technics ST-9600 tuner.
Also wanted: Technics SST-|
loudspeakers and arm tube for
Technics EPA-501 tonearm, also
Cyrus Il amps. Tel: Jon 0181 904
8023 (Aug(l)

KEF 107 black ash, good
condition £895, no offers. Tel:
0121 472 8746 (Sep(l)

LINN KEILDH Speakers. Mint,
boxed. 10m Linn K20 biwired,
stands. Walnut £500. Tel 0116
270 5149 (Leic) (Sep()

WANTED: AUDIO Alchemy
DTI-Pro 32. Also for sale-
Audio Pro B1-45 sub woofer

£100. ono. Tel: 01642 559 078
(Stockton on Tees) (Sep(l)

SMGA’s boxed with upgraded
crossovers, mint £265. Quad 34
+ 405 Mk2, mint £265. NAD
3020A, boxed £45. NAD 4020A
£35. NAD 6050c Tape , boxed
£70. Cyrus PCMII CD, boxed,
mint £125. Rogers Cadet 2 pwr
amp £45. Radford 2022 Pre £55.
All + P+P. Tel: 0141 571 4947
(Sep(1)
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Looking for that rare piece of vinfage egLipment,
thal exofic companent or valve fo complete your audio project,
that rare record, that efusive Hi-Fi bargain,
or just @ grear day ouf, then why nof come fo:

" AUDIOFAIR 96"

Sifuated in the superb Gade Theafre af Watersmeef where rounds of the young
musician of the year are held, this is an event not fo be missed.

WATERSMEET

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire
Sunday 4th Ocfober 1998
11.00am - 4.30pm

Admission £2.00 Stallholders £20.00
Light Refreshments and Free Parking

Conract:- 6 T Rudio Tel/Fax 01835 83303

By car:- 5 minutes from Junction 18 [M25] 10 minutes from Junction 6a [M1]
By Train:- 3 minutes walk from Rickmanswworth Station [Metropolitan and Chiltern Railways)




Yealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
ill be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

FFICIAL SUGDEN Service.

sairs, and upgrades. Sales of new
d reconditioned SUGDEN audio
oducts. Prices from £150

luding carriage for recons with
arantee. Full details available. Tel:
idio Synergy 01924 406 016
199(1)

AIM/LINN/MANA
Y/SELL ALL ITEMS
2. 52, CDS, SCAP, SNAXO,

ICAP, NAXO, 135, 250, SBL,
BL., 180, 140, 72, 32, MANA etc.
el: Bob 01382 819 732 (Dec98)

EVITALISE YOUR Cartridge. Why
aste money on a new cartridge.
ave yours rebuilt by AJ. van den
jul giving exceptional performance
nd low record wear. Retips from
210. Tel: 0181 997 4280 (Oce(l)

EVITALISE YOUR Viny! collection.
west in your record collection with
_van den Hul cartridge. Priced from
250 to £3000 they offer
xceptional performance and low
ecord wear. Tel: 0181 997 4280
Oct(l)

S TUDIO 12 Stereo Decoder for
[roughline tuner. Assembled and
ligned PCB with instructions
£18.50. Boxed, mains powered
sutboard unit ready to use £56.50.
Tel: 01736 798 393 (Nov())

SPENDOR SP1 Birwired speakers
with sand filled stands £250. Arun
valve line level preamp £150. Tel:
South West Analogue 01643 851

351 (Sep())

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE. Vintage
wireless and classical audio. Repairs,
spares, restoration, modification to
all valve equipment. Quad I, Leaks
etc. Regonda and Vega T.V. and
Radio parts in stock. |7 Bell Street,
NWI SBY. Tel: 0171 258 3448 Fax
0171 258 3449 (Apr99)

BEAUCHAMP ACOUSTICS Vintage
Hi-Fi repairs and sales of valve
equipment and tape recorders,
record playing equipment. Rebuilds
also undertaken etc. Tel: 0181 255
3019 Fax: 0181 286
6096.(Twickenham) (Sep)

HI-FI WORLD

AUDIO RESEARCH SP15Il Rev. A.
Mint as new (£6000). With spare
valves, manual and shipping cartons
£2750. Tel/Fax: Audio Visual
Concepts 01628 440 873 (Sep(l)

VINYL CARE Station Sounds UK
offer their two record cleaning
machines, highly impressive results
from both models and are priced at
£180 an £280 Incredible value for
money. these machines are the
cheapest on the market (this is 2
special offer).Station Sounds. UK.
offer their solid plinths for Garrard
30! & 401,.and Thorens 124 finished
in top qualty veneers and hand
finished. All at the low price of £150
For further information write to:
Station Sounds,.Unit
7..Beetleworks,. Monks Ave.
Lancing, West Sussex Or Tel:
01903 202 488 or 01903 262 062
eves. only Trade agents wanted for
the cleaning machines, Phone Mike
Urgently required: Classical records
Best prices paid (Sep(l)

EX DEM Micromega Stage 5 £500
Micromega drive / DAC £100C
Audio Innovations 200 £375. Orelle
DA 180 DAC £380 Many used
items: Audio Analoge Donizetti
£400 Tangent RS8 speakers £250
Part ex welcome. Island Hi-Fi
Centre. Tel: 01983 563 993. (Sep(l)

MIRAGE BI-POLAR speakers ex-
dem bargains. M1090 (£1295) £995.
MS's (£1995) £1395. MBS2 mini
monitors (£599) £479. BPS 150
active sub (£759) £559. MC2 centre
speaker (£449) £349. All with full
warranty. Tel/Fax: Audio Visual
Concepts 01628 440 873 (Sep(l)
LINN PMS Isobarik speakers (teak)
with black stands, .Naim Naxo
Active crossover,.Snaps PSU £600
ono Bush ACI | valve radio, £65
ono Cream Garrard 301 motor
unit, original manuals, £150 ono Tel:
01480 497 730 (Sp(l)

AUDIOLAB XDISPLAY BARGAINS,
8000A (£500) £399 8000Q (£1249)
£899 8000S (£699) £549. 8000M
(£800) £599. 8000CDM (£1400)
£999 8000DAC (£900) £469 Castle
Chesters £299 .Linn Mimik I| CD
£549 Others available Objective
Audio. Tel: 01279 426 647 or 0973
452 368 Hi-Fi purchased. (Sepfl)

INTERCONNECT CABLES:
Handmade. Silver plated instrument
wire PTFE insulated cores.
Transparent silicone rubber
sleeving. Neutrik Profi professional
phono plugs. Gold plated
electrodes. PTFE insulator. Spring
loaded earth ring. Soldered on with
silver bearing solder. Stereo pairs to
| metre £125. To 2 metre £165.
Contact Beauchamp Acoustics Tel:
0181 255 3019. Fax 0181 286 6096

(Sep)

MICROMEGA TRIO 3 box CD
setup (£6000) £1799 Stage One
(£550) £229 Linn Kaus Mk! £149
Mk?2 £199 Liun Klout £999. Pink
Triangle Anmiversary (£2400) £1599
Audiolab 80C0CD £899 x display
Hi-Fi purchased, Objective Audio,
Tel: 01279 426 647 or 0973 452
368 (Sen(l)

E.A.D. T8000 Laser/CD high end
transport. Just serviced by
manufacturers, comes with free RF
demodalator (worth £600).
Fabulous quality machine. Wrapped
in 24 ct gold New £4500, sell for
£2800 ono. Tel/Fax: Audio Visual
Concepts 01628 44C 873 (Sep(!)

WANTED - EARLY HI-Fi
LOUDSPEAKERS

Tannoy, Lowther, Farmeko,
Voigt, Vitavox, RCA WE etc
TURNTABLES

Garrard, BEC301, BMT SME,
Ortofon, Decca, etc.

VALVZ AMPLIFIERS

AEI, EMI, Leak, Rogers, PYE-
Quad, WE etc

AUDIO VALVES

DA30, KT66, KT88, PX4,PX25,
PP3/350,WE300

CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker

Tel: 0171 328 927¢

NAIM 82 PRE-AMP s/h £1250 Naim
CD 3.5 (6 months) s/h £800 Miller
& Kriesel 125 sub woofer sih £400
Arcam Alpha 9 power-amp s/h £249
Epos EB30 black x/d £1400.; Quad
77 CD, tuner, pre, power, x/d
£1650, may split Naim 62/Hi Cap
old style s/h £350 Naim 32.5 s/h
£150 Call ACOUSTICA, Chester
01244 344 227 (Sep(l)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

REPAIRS, MODIFICATIONS,
Restorations and up-grades to all
amplifiers, ancient and modern.
One-off's built to order, kits
debugged. Power supplies, P.A.
amps etc. Tel: 01642 860 88)
Jan9%(1)

ZEROFEEDBACK Audio
consultants summer clearance sale:-
The following items are available at
greatly reduced prices. Alphason
Sonata with HR100SMCS tonearm,
second hand £600. Audion Sterling
ETSE amplifier, ex demo £350.
Audion 300B SEL amplifier, ex demo
£700. Arion Electra latest model, ex
demo, a few light marks hence £550.
Audion Sterling phono stage, ex
demo £250. Triangle Titus speakers,
ex demo £200. Triangle Zephyr
latest model, ex demo slight mark
hence £450. Kiipsch KG3.5
speakers, ex demo £350. Meridian
200/203 CD player and DAC,
second hand £500. Free delivery in
Lincs area. Please note we do not
accept credit cards. Business hours
Spm to 10pm. Talk to Shaun for
details on Tel: 01472 883 722.

(Sepr(!)

SALE. SALE Sony F220 amp
excellent £50 Naim 42.5 £80 Stax
SR34 £95 Arcam Alpha 3 £129 DPA
LBH DAC £139 (£450) Denon
PMA920 £150 (£300). Marantz
CD67SE (new) £249 TDL T2'S
rosewood £450 (£600) Trio
KD1033 T/T £39 Tannoy M20 Gold
Spks. £85 Tel: Jim 01206 510 392
(Colchester) (Sep(l)

VINTAGE BUY-SELL. Wanted
1930/60s Hi-Fi's Lowthers,
Williamsons For Sale: Tannoy GRF
corner x 1, Tannoy 15" Black
Autograph x | £3500 Tannoy 15"
Lancaster pair, Goodmans corner X
2 huge Valves: DA100 x 4 new,
PP4/500 / LP4, PX4s Pye HF25/Pre
Old Days Vintage Tel/Fax: 0171 349
9675/0958 607613 (Sep(l)

TANNOY LITTLE Red Monitors.
Walnut finish. Re-coned by
Lockwood. Outstanding dynamics
with accurate sound. £795. Tel/Fax:
Audio Visual Concepts 01628 440
873 (Sep(l)
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HI-FI WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions

Hi-Fi WORLD CLASSIFIED ADS ORDER FORM

Please type or write your advertisement copy in block capitals on a separate sheet of paper and return with this completed form.

SPECIAL OFFER philie -
BOOK A PRIVATE OR TRADE ). ——
CLASSIFIED AD. AND GET ONE i N
MONTH’S FREE INTERNET AD.
RATES Post Code Daytime Tel. No B
Maximum length per advert is 30 words, each
additional word is 50p extra. Telephone and ||l enclose cheque/postal order for £, Made payable to Audio Publishing Ltd.

model numbers are treated as one word.
Please debit my VISA/MASTERCARD card No.  Expiry Date
MAGAZINE & INTERNET

£10.06 per month

Private - Free Internet

Private, Boxed - Free Internet £15.00 per month
For office use only
Trade - Free Internet £10.00 per month Ref SEP9S

Trade, Boxed - Free Internet  £15.0C per month

Send this form together with your p ent to:
Hi-Fi World Classified Ads., Audio Publishing Ltd.,

64 Castellain Road, London, W9 |EX
DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER 1998 ISSUE IS WEDNESDAY 8TH AUGUST 1998
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