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WIRELESS

Owing to the fact that certain statements and expressions of opinion
from correspondents and others appearing in these columns from time
to time may be found to be the subject of controversy in scientific
circles and in the courts, either now or in the future, and to some-
times involve questions of priority of invention and the comparative
merits of apparatus employed in wireless signaling, the owners and
publishers of this magazine positively and emphatically disclaim any
privity or responsibility for any ts of ini or partisan

expressions if such should at any time appear herein.

OO

O NS

017870\ 78\ 17810 Y SIT IYE I IZ SZ YNZ ST YR Y




Dangers of the Proposed New
Radio Bill

Leading Authorities Point Out Harmful Features of
Government Ownership—Private Enterprise Necessary
for Development of Wireless Art—Proposed Measure
Would Crush Amateur Enthusiasm—How Commercial
Companies Encourage Inventors—Experimenters an
Asset to Country—History of Wire Telegraphy and
Telephony Cited to Prove Case in Point—New Legis-
lation Not Needed—This is Proved by the Offer of the
Marconi Company to Turn Its Entire Enterprise Over
to the Government in the Existing Crisis

MMEDIATELY following the pub-
I lished announcement of the break
in relations with Germany, Edward J.
Nally, vice-president and general man-
ager of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph
Company of America, telegraphed to
President Wilson, placing at the dis-
posal of the Government, for use in any
emergency, the entire organization and
personnel of the company, including its
high-power stations at Marion and
Chatham, Cape Cod, Mass.; New Bruns-
wick and Belmar, N. J.; Bolinas and
Marshall, California, and Kahuku and
Koko Head, Honolulu, Hawaii. Also
the company’s coastal stations, about
sixty in number, located from the most
northwesterly point on the Atlantic
Coast to, and along the Gulf, and the
entire Pacific Coast to Northern Alaska,
and on the Great Lakes.’ Also the com-
pany’s manufactories, workshops and
trained staff, subject to the orders of any
particular department of the Govern-
ment which may need its services.

This occurrence took place practically
a week after the closing of the hearings
of a Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives on the proposed new bill to
regulate radio communication, by the
terms of which the Government would
obtain control of the coast radio stations

and operate them in times of peace. The
proponents of the measure, chief
amongst whom were the heads of the
Army and Navy Departments, seemed
to be of the opinion ,that the safety of
the country demanded that wireless
telegraphy become a Government mon-
opoly. The bill was opposed at the hear-
ings, however, by the country’s authori-
tative experts of the wireless art, who
pointed out that a Government monopoly
would inevitably crush the widespread
encouragement wireless received from
the enterprise of the commercial com-
panies and the inventive enthusiasm of
amateur experimenters. The heads and
managers of the Marconi Company em-
phasized the detrimental features o# the
proposed measure, and called attention
to the fact that the precautionary feat-
ures of the bill were superfluous, since
the company stood ready at all times to
place the machinery of its wireless en-
terprise, including power stations, or-
ganization and factories, at the disposal
of the Government in any time of crisis,

" disorder, war or threatened war that

might arise. Their statements and as-
surances were justified by the facts,
when the crisis arrived on February 3,
and the offer of the Marconi Company
was made and accepted, clearly proving
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