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Volume I October 4, 1946

OUR OPPORTUNITY

This WGN family letter is the first of a aeries to acquaint
everyone of our family members with operation of. .WGN. For some
time our department managers have felt that our follov workers
should have more information about our station end its management
problems. Ed Kobak haa used: a similar information letter in his.
Mutual organization since taking over the direction of the network
and I am sure ve can benefit by stealing a page from the book of a
man we all know as one of the outstanding radio operators of the
country.

We are anxious that everyone participate in the progress of
WGN. We feel that we have the outstanding station of the country,
but with radio competition a's; it is, we cannot stand still. As
one of 22 stations in the United States operating without any
other stations on its channel, we have a "Clear Channel Station."
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Through Carl Meyers' foresight several years ago, WGN
acquired the 720 kc. wavelength, which means that we are almost
at the center of the radio apcctrun--a trcncndoua advantage to us.
The carrying power of the transmitter whicn Mr. Meyers and his
boya built gives us an audible signal in almost every state of the
Union,, as well as in many of the Canadian provinces. Because of
this tremendous technical advantago and the ability of the WGN staff
which has been built over a period of years, I on sure all or1 ua Jxave
one of radio's greatest opportunities in extending WGN'a service.
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FRANK P. SCKREIBER
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WHO'S NEVS

Busiest buzzing around the studios this week come from Forrest
I..f>v.i a nnd Curley Bradley, vho accompanied Announcer Hal Lansing on a
hunting jaunt to hi a cabin -.,n northern Minnesota. Lansing and Lewis
just vent along for the ra.de, while Curley drooped a iGo-oound doe...

3 Marlon Schroeder vas a last-minute substitution on "The Northerners"
Wednesday (Nov. 13) j vhen June Browne suddenly took ill ..... Estelle
Barnes, WGNB orogram director, gave a -n.ianp recital on Nov. 4 at the
Glenviev Country Club ..... Latest member of' the WON orchestra to join
the grandpapoy ranks is Adolph Hoffmann. Carl Carlucci vith two grand
children and Frank Crisafullx with one ore old timers ..... Three WGN
transmitter engineers are driving new cars: Woody Crane (Chev.), Hen-
ry Janssen (Ford), and Kenneth Olson (Chev.). Another -croud owner of
a new Ford is Charles McConnell of the Music Department ... .Lewis
James, WGNB nroduction manager for the past two yeers, is returning
to the WGN staff in the music department, where he will be in charge
of all musical auditions for both stations. John Barclay has taken
Lew's Dlace as production manager ..... Hal Totten's 19-year-old son,
John, is playing guard for the School of Aviation Medicine team at
Randolph Field, Texas ..... Ella-Merien Manopoli, of the WGNB staff,
sang at a joint recital at Dania, a Scandanavian club, Nov. .10 .....
The announcers got together and ^resented Traffic Manager Milt Newton
with a beautiful new wristwatch in appreciation of past services .....
A wave of ambition has overtaken WGNB staff members. Eloise Keeler is
taking a course in advertising layout, Marie Grace is studying inter-
ior decoration, and Barbara Buckingham is looking over art school
catalogues.

WEDDING BELLS ..... Paul Benzaquin, Continuity Dept., was married Oct.
25 to Barbara Vangteel of Q.uincy, 111., who is vith
the Schwimmer & Scott ad agency ..... Another beauti-
ful sTjarlcler is being flashed around WGN by Marilyn
Jayne, of the Public Relations Dept. The lucky man
Is Warren Lessen of Oak Park, a r>re-med student at
the University of Chicago. Wedding bells will ring
in March, according to tentative plans.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ..... Herman Godfrey Ashbacher, super-
visor of Sound Effects, and his w.fe Lou will cele-
brate their 25th wedding anniversary on Nov. ?5 •
They were married in Bluffton, Ind., and have one
daughter, Madelyn, who is director of music at the
Sandwich, Ind., public schools ..... The J._m Hani on s
are celebrating their tenth wedding anniversary on
Nov . 23 •

HELLO & WELCOME TO....Rhoda Topel, Ruth Atkins, Barbara Wright and
Ram Morris. The three girls are working in the Script Deoart-
rnent, and ?am is on nart time- as a messenger. He ' s a sophomore
at De Paul, goes to classes mornings ..... No newcomer to WGN but
a hello and welcome also goes to Dorothy Holle Norcott, secre-

» tary to Carl Meyers. A WGNer for six years, Dorothy took six
months off to play mother to her baby ...... Another returnee !s
Betty Blanton, former cage g..rl, who left to attend school but
discovered it would be March before she could get in, Unti.1
that time she will be giving the girls in Irene Dahm's off'.ce a
hand .



DI VGN

I'O YOU KNOW , .

...that Elden Benge, member of
the VGN orchestra. i.s the manu-
facturrr of the famous Benge
truimet that .s used by all major
symphony orchestras in the count-
ry?

_,,that w.th-.n the oast 13 months
VGN off:;c* staff employes have
reci.-i.ved more than a th rty Der
cent ra i.so*7

...that a new Diesel Cowered gen-
erator has been •permanently ^nst-
allod for emergency no^er i.ri case
of oublic service failure at the
VGN transmitter?

...that in most Chicago business
offices employes are required to
work a full forty hours per week,
get only ?Q or 45 minutes for
lunch? At VGN we have a 38 3/4
hour work week and a full hour
for lunch,

...that a group of students from
Indiana State Teachers College
voted VGN ''the station they'd
most like to work for' after a
rad'.o tour of Chicago last month?

. ., , that very few firms give their
employes a $1,000 insurance nol-
.ucy free,, such as is received by
all members of the VGN family who
qualify under the enroloyes bene-
fit f)lan?

...that there are throe proud
daddi.es i.n the VGN orchestra
boasting twin offspring? Tiiay are
Elden Benge, who has twin sons
'jge I'1; Carl Racine, with 7-year-
old twin daughters: and Bob Quick
••ith 7-year-old twin sons Bob
r 1 has a 10-year-old son.

...that r:'red Meinken, music lib-
'1sr.:an> is going to have a 14 Ib.
turkey on Tnanksgiving for just
himself and his wj.fe''

. , .that there are only 2Q more
days to f'o to the VGN ChrLstmas
party?

KNOW YOUR ANNOUNCER ----HARRY BURGE

L-.Ire all radio announcers,,
Harry Surge likes to talk--he v,fis
once oratorical champion of Mich-
igan—but h.: s unhappy fate sched-
ules Harry on shows in which the
neople on the other s,de of the
microphone do most of the talking,

Harry f.gures he's held the
nuke ..n front "of ?8,000 civ l.aris
and servicemen in the four years
he's been with VGN on the Service
Center Canteen,, Man on the Street
and Chicago At Night shows. The
Chicago Theater lobby, where the
Ch..r:ago At Night show nov origin-
ate s j is a 1 ways fj 11 ed va.th ^eo
•ole an* :.OUB to talk to Har-ry and
the VGN audience.

Born .n Nevada, schooled in
Texas, Michigan and Georgia, he's
also seen a large portion of the
world as a merchant seaman a far
cry from h:;.s education for the
ministry. An orda .ned Methodist
minister, Kerry left that call to
go on the stage (because actors
don't call each other brothers )
and graduated from stock company
roles to radio acting and thence
to announcing--on VJR, Detroit.

The'fringed sleeved leather-
jacket vh.i.ch Harry wears a lot of
the time s evidence of his west-
ern "background, his love of hunt-
. ng and f::sh>ng and dogs ht. own:?
a beagle and a Chesrmeoke Eav re-
tr ;. ever,

Other members of the Birpt•••:-
menage, .nclude Mr3 Bur(,o, Judy.
who is 9; Harry, Jr , 7: and two-
year old Michael..

******* *•*#********•**•*******••****#*

LET'S GIVE A HAND to Louise
Sasso, I'-̂ hen a listener called to
get the t.'.tle of a selection he'd
heard on another network. Lou.:.so
gave him the info he had failed
to.get from th^ station carry .::.•:
the ••nroram'.
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LNOV YOUR ENGINEERS MUTUAL PERSONALITY NOTES

Vhi'ii VCIW
nuiul(.r« ••> '!'' 1 ' i f l
busman ';j huljday, L'-oa
favorite iridoo-r 3'oort ia
ing hi:;; own amateur radio
V9NN for wh.i.ch he'
ever since 1919.

nner Bob Bo ' rr\ i

Sut>ervl sor
Department,
career at

tation
s had a license
Bob, now

of "VON'a Engineering

I;ham" radio
Dayton. Ohio,

started has radio
the age of 13 as a

enthusiast back m
his hometown.

After graduation in Roose-
velt H::.gh School, he went to work
in the Dayton Power and Light
Conrnany - hi3 job was to hop into
an emergency truck every time
there was a fire and dash to the
scene to cut the electric service
lines before the fire department
arrived. In 1926 he joined the
Crosley Radio Corporation in Cin-
cinnati, coming to VGN in 1935 to
become a member of the engineer-
ing staff. Bob has fond memories
of those days when he did six
strip shows a day, dashing from a
tear-choked episode of "Feinted
Dreams" right into fche troubles
of "Bachelor's Children" and end-
ing at) the day hanging from a
cliff with ''Little Orphan Annie."

Highlight of his engineering
experience vcs the stormy night
beck in Sentember of 19P9 when
Bob nut Hitler on VGN a 3 Dcr Puh-
rer delivered his hysterical ^ol-

invasion speech. It was 3:00
, but VON vas on the air with

end
a.m.
one
end

of bistorys most exciting
eventful moments.

Mutual '«
Vll'p. .i.hi.'i .la

jti'-nfc t;t<
mother ana to i»«nfl^u t,)us

Aherne ' s pr J de and joy - « nawly
acquired apartment ... .Myrtle Gou-
let, MBS midwest traffic mana-
ger, had a houseful of Mutual
gals for o shower in Virginia's
honor. . .During the ' roc out Quoon
for a Day Minneapolis appearance,
Dee Mower, MBS Chicago sales man-
ager, .had a birthday. M.C. Jack
Bailey and the Queen gang shower-
ed Dee with baby rattles, etc.,
as a joke. But the joke's on them
because Dee will be called papa
soon after Christmas ...... Chuck
Viley, of Mutual ' s publicity de-
partment, wes in the "dog houae"
With his Five yeer old Judith re-
cently. Judith was amending the
day in the hospital getting rid
of her tonsils, and Chuck forgot
to pick her up after work. He
made the trip back again from
Vilmetc-e and brought Judith home,
quite miffed. •
#*#####*#####*########*#######**#

SYMPATHY TO' —

Everett Blackman, engineer at
the VGN transmitter, whoso father
died recently at Eagle Grove, la.

Jane Harrington Kibbard, whose
father, Charles Bradshow, died at
Mercy Hospital, Chicago, Nuv . \'\.

Paul C. Bn.-..s, whose mother.
Mrs. Margaret Jones Brines, died
Oct. 29 at Rushvi.lle, 111.

:

.

-j*
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Altho Bob's amateur station
is temporarily off the air in his
home at 411 N. Oak Park Avenue in
Oak Park, he still has' his oper-
ating license and
tinue cutting W9NN
the future.

plons to oon-
on the air in

SVAP IT....Two oair practically
new Johnson ice skates, sises
4 and 7, Call Dorothy McKnight
(7s) end Queenie Heidrich (4s)
in the Publj.c Relations office
. ..S-mall water heater, with
30-gal. tank. See Leroy Olli£er,
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FLOORS FROM VGN

The flowers on stage for Chicago Theater of the Air performances each
Saturday night are enjoyed not only by those present at Medinah Tem-
ple, but also by a group of youngsters whose Theater of the Air list-
ening is done by radio -- the natients at the Shriners' Hospital for
Crippled Children. 2211 North Oak ."'ark Avenue.' •.
In a letter to Mr. Schreiber, Helen E. Young, superintendent of the
hospital, eynresaed the youngsters' atroreciat.] on.

• .
"Flowers do make the wards so bright and cheerful, and the children
enjoy them a great deal. Many, many thir.nks for remembering them this ,
way,' Miss Young wrote.

'

A BOUQUET FROM MR. KOBAK

On his closed circuit broadcast of October 25, Mr. Kobak,
President of the Mutual Broadcasting System, made the foll-
owing remarks concerning The Chicago Theater of the Air-
program of October 19:

.
''On Saturday we took our directors to see The Chicago Theater of the
Air and all of them were surprised and astonished st this production.
None of them, I found, had ever seen this program put on in the Med-
inah Temple where 5000 people go every Saturday evening to see this
show. It is really the biggest and most important and most expensive
sustaining program on the air, and I wanted our directors to see how
it is done and pay a special tribute to the boys at VGN in tho way
they handled the audience, the program, in fact, everything that hod
to do with it.'.'

********************************************

Colonel McCormick'a annual reception for
Tribune and VGN employees is scheduled to te
held on Sunday, December ?9, i.n VGN's build-
ing and Tribune Tower. VGN w_ll be called up-
on as usual to provido FM music in the lobby
and a concert in Stud,.o 1 by the VGN orvh-
cstiv ,

During the coming holiday season, the work
schedule for VGN will be the same as for
the Tribune organization, i.e., Thanksgiv-
ing Dey, Christmas Day and New Year's Day
off, and on the day before Christmas we
will close at 1:00 P.M.

******************************************
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION

MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Henry Veber

SECRETARY
L(-.e "vnnson

MUSICAL ASSISTANT
Marion Schroeder

LIBRARIANS
Heed: Fred Meink^n
Asst: Charles Me jnnell i—

ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
Steindel*

STAFF ORGANIST
Preston Sellers

STAFF PIANIST
.Harold Turner

RECORD TURNERS
Charles Allen
Catherine Graven
J^ne Harrington
Mitzle 3chein
Harold Shcr
Robert Broz

CHICAGO THEATER OF AH?
CIf.1 CAGO rH.n..HAIWuNJC

Jaok

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT S
Adolf Koffmann*

ARRANGERS
1\ Jin o t h Chur chill
Lucius Hiatt

COPYISTS

Supervisor: Harry Budka
Assistants: Fred Keller

John Berrnfnto

RECORD LIBRARY
Supervisor: Estelle Barnes
Clerk: Virginia Dohms

AUDITIONS AND VOCAL COACH
CHICAGO THEATER OF THE AIR

Levis Jp.mes

Elden Benge
Gilbert Boereme
ErnRie-rscn Both
Cerl Carlucc.v
Fr-?nk Crisafulli
Robert Delncey
Peter Di Lecce
Peter Eagle
laniel Goy
Roy Graham
/doIf Hoffmann

ORCHESTRA MEMBERS

Samuel Jordan
"•h t.ll.i-o Kauffraan
Fr'ink Ivi.eca
Lee Knight
Ernest Lien;!
Ray McKinatry
James McMullin
Rudolph Mangold
Edvard Mumm
George Palermo
Robert Quick •

Cnrl Rec Lrie
Cecil Rend
•"riuand Roth
Edw.i.n Scli-jltz
Joseph Scincch'.tano
Raphael Svuro
Walter Steindel*
Harry Sturm
Arthur Tabachnick
Harold Truel!
Nevin >/hite

ASSISTANT MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Robert Trendler

ORCHESTRA
PERSONNEL MANAGER

Peter Eapile*

•

*Tvo Positions
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION

Director of Engineering
Carl J. Moyers

Assistant
Director of Engineering

G. William Lnns

WGN Transmitter
Technicians:
James A. Turner

Supervisor
E. D. Blacken
John Gaueo

> Henry B. Janosen
W. R. Crane*
Willard Miller

• William W. Moore
Konneth Olson
Hilton L. Remley

Miscellaneous:
Lester >/t. Crcnlc
William Hei(3o
George A. Thles

Supervisor

Robert L. Sibold

Maintenance :

Karl Michael
Jay J. Forrec

Master Control:
Kenneth L. Curtis
Molvin Berstlor
Paul Crun
Thomas B. Schillo

Administrative
Assistants:
Floyd R. McNicol
Vernon R. Brooks
Geo. W. Williams
Maryanno Kurtzwe11

Chief Supervisor in Chg
All Operations Personnel

Clyde J. White

Supervisor - Ralph Batt
Aaa't. Supervisors:

Robert E. Baird
Robert Perkins

Studios:
M. A. Bear
Edward Corstens
Clyde Diderlch
Marshall V. Jovell
H. J. Buckley
Frank Cnrlson
Cecil Wright
Carl Anderson
Donald Ca 11 r.hen
Paul L. Rusd orf •
Mclbourn Schultz
Jack F. Murchlaon

WGWB Studio & Trans.
Jolin A. Bob era
Ralph Jack
John W Turner
John B. Hausler

L

Special Developments;
Television
Facsimile
Midwest Network
Tribune Projects
Joseph Turner,Jr.
Wilbcrt Cox 1
Arthur Avcry.

Supervisor:

Walter E. Phillips

Remotes & Special
Events:

Myron J. Earl
L. E. Elton
Arnold Rahracl
Leon J. Schinkton
John E. Claude
Robert Ycagcr
Roy R. Cone
Mark E. Ruiaard

Recording Roon &
Transcription:

James Matthews
Patrick Wyinan

»
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