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WBLS, KBIG Top
N.Y. L.A.Ratings

By MARC KIRKEBY

® NEW YORK—WBLS-FM remains
the top-rated radio station in this
city despite a substantial drop
from its summer level, according
to the results of Arbitron’s Octo-
ber-November survey released
last week. In Los Angeles, KABC
was edged out by KBIG for the
top spot.

WBLS’s 7.1 was well below its
summer 8.7, but still topped its
closest competitor for the black
and disco audience, WKTU-FM
with a 6.8 (up from 6.6). WOR
followed with a 6.6 and WCBS-AM
with a 5.4. Contemporary WABC
slumped from a 5.8 to a 4.6, nar-
rowly beating all-news WINS's 4.4.

Two music stations, contempo-
rary  WNBC and album-rock
WPLJ, tied at 3.2 (WNBC up from
2.8, WPL) down from 3.8) with
all-talk WMCA. WCBS-FM’s sol-
id gold climbed from 2.5 to
3.1. Among the album-rockers,
WNEW-FM climbed from 2.3 to

2.7, while WPIX-FM increased
slightly from 1.1 to 1.2. Two
adult  contemporary  stations

slumped, WNEW-AM from 2.8 to
2.0 and WXLO from 2.8 to 1.7.
(Continued on page 95)

Court Upholds

Klein Conviction

8 NEW YORK—The U.S. District
Appeals Court here upheld Allen
Klein’s tax-fraud conviction last
week. A three-judge panel let
stand Klein’s August 9 conviction
¢n one count of filing false in-
come tax returns in 1970.

N.Y. Federal Court Judge Vin-
cent Broderick had sentenced
Klein to two months imprison- |

(Continued on page 95) |
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Many LPs Share '79 Chart Spotlight:
Disco, New Rock’ Dominate Singles

By JOSEPH IANELLO

B NEW YORK — Looking back
on the final year of the decade,
a number of musical styles and
trends were prominent on the
RW Singles Chart. One artist,
Donna Summer (Casablanca),
emerged as the major story of
1979 with three singles hitting
the top of the chart, one of those
a duet with Barbra Streisand (Co-
lumbia / Casablanca), and two
other records in the top 10: “Dim
All The Lights” went to #2 and
““"Heaven Knows,” a duet with
Brooklyn Dreams (Casablanca),
reached #6. Summer’s presence
at the #1 position was especial-
ly evident during the summer
months when during a 10 week
period, June 2—August 4, ‘“Hot
Stuff” and “Bad Girls’” topped
the chart every week but one
(Anita Ward’s “Ring My Bell”
[Juana] broke the string on the
first week of July).

While the disco domination of
1978 spilled into '79, it became

| ““dance music”’

as several rock
artists fused their rhythms with
the 4/4 beat. Rod Stewart (WB)
used the formula successfully with
“Da Ya Think I'm Sexy” which
topped the chart for five weeks
in late winter. Others followed
suit, most notably Blondie (Chry-
salis) whose ‘“‘Heart Of Glass”
reached #1 at the end of April.
The success of Blondie also made
the “‘new wave” label seem
meaningless, proving that what
was once considered a passing
trend, does have lasting commer-
cial viability.

The Knack (Capitol) is the best
example of the ““new rock” and
its chart visibility as the band
debuted with “My Sharona” hold-
ing the #1 slot for five consecu-
tive weeks, August 7-September
8. The band proved its strength
by quickly following with “Good
Girls Don’t” which went to #10.
Record companies were quick to
sign and promote other acts

(Continued on page 10)

Copyright, Deregulation Lead D.C. Issues

By BILL HOLLAND

B WASHINGTON — The vyear
1979 proved to be one in which
there was a heightened aware-
ness on the part of the nation’s
lawmakers and civil servants of
the need for increased protec-
tion for the copyrighted work of
musical artists and the com-
panies who record them.

It was also the year of dere-
gulation, when many advocated
the updating, reforming and de-
regulating of laws and guide-
lines concerning the rapidly
growing  communications  in-

.’

Albums

Singles

June, 1979, with each weekly figure being a percentage increase or decrease on the base. The base
figure for both singles and albums is 100.0.

dustry.
The calls for deregulation
were constant and adamant,

sometimes coming as often as
several times a month. While
the guidelines and rules of the
Federal Communications Com-
mission covering aspects of broad-
casting such as ascertainment,
commercial time, logging and
renewal processes were the
targets of the criticism, the FCC
almost as much as the broad-
casters—at least in the offices of
the commisioners—came to the

{Continued on page 79)

Radio 1979: Year

By MARC
B NEW YORK — To gauge your
grip on the year in radio, try to
match the following stations with
the events or issues associated
with them:

WBLS, KRTH, WOL, WBCN,
WLUP, WKRP.
Distress Sale, Disco Demoli-

tion, Disco and More, Home Tap-
ing, Top 10 Nielsen Ratings, La-
bor Relations.

The answers appear in the fol-
lowing look at radio’s year. If the
answers to the medium’s most

troubling questions were as easy

| acceptance—and

By SAMUEL GRAHAM

B LOS ANGELES — If any tangible
conclusion can be drawn from a
review of 1979's number one
albums, it is that at decade’s
end, nearly every variety of popu-
lar music has achieved sufficient
accompanying
sales, of course—to secure the top
position on the Album Chart for
at least one week. At various
points during the year, the top
spot was occupied by hard rock,
“soft rock,” new wave rock and

(Continued on page 10)

Diversity Marks

Year for Country

By WALTER CAMPBELL

B NASHVILLE — As much as any
field of music, country music
showed considerable diversity,
and hence a continuing strength
in the marketplace over the past
12 months. Whether they crossed
over or not, the artists hitting the
country charts this year varied
widely in style and approach, from
smooth and romantic to tradition-
al country to rock ‘n’ roll oriented.
This variety is evident on the
Country Singles Chart where 22
artists scored with number one
(Continued on page 123)
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Double Issue

This week’s Record World is
special double issue, cover
: ing the weeks of December 2
- and January 5 and highlightin
- the major events of 1979. RW
:will not publish next week

but will return with the issu
= dated January 12, 1980.
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of The Adult

KIRKEBY
to come by, programming would
be a more stable occupation.
Call 1979 the Year of the Adult.
In increasing numbers, program-
mers and station owners have
taken to heart Census Bureau sta-
tistics on the Vanishing Teen and
the growing predominance of the
adult market. The epithet “MOR,”
often construed negatively, has
given way almost completely to
“adult contemporary,” which can,
as WABC’s Al Brady points out,
describe just about any station on
(Continued on page 110)
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MCA Names Mcintyre Record
Assoc. Promo Director m
N = LOS ANGELES—Neil Mcintyre
has been named to the new post _6
B Pages 26-28, 35-37, 101, 111-115. The O

of associate national promotion

' - i ; 00 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10019
envelope, please. RW's year-end awards | director for MCA, according to 1700 Broadway. New ¥ork, M
for 1979 have been expanded in a number Larry King, vice president of pro- PUBLISHER EDITOR N CHIEF
of categories, including our most compre- | motion for the label. BOB AUSTIN sID PARNES

SR. VICE PRESIDENT/MANAGING EDITOR
MIKE SIGMAN
SR. VICE PRESIDENT/WEST COAST MGR.
SPENCE BERLAND

HOWARD LEVITT/SENIOR EDITOR
MIKE VALLONE/RESEARCH DIRECTOR
NEIL McINTYRE/RADIO DIRECTOR
STEPHEN KLING/ART DIRECTOR
David McGee/Associate Editor
Marc Kirkeby/News Editor
Pat Baird/Reviews Editor

Doree Berg/Associate Research Directos
Sophia Midas/Assistant Editar
Joseph lanello/Assistant Editor
Steven Blauner/Assistant Editor
Jeffrey Peisch/Assistant Editor

David Skinner/Associate Art Directar

Ken Smikle/Black Music Editor
Carl Skiba/ Assistant Editor
Joyce Reitzer Panzer/Production
Greg Brodsky/ Assistant Editar
Speight Jenkins/Classical Editor
Brian Chin/Discotheque Editor
Bill Holland/Washingtan Correspondent
Robert Palmer/Jazz Editor
.

({) hensive disco coverage. Singles, albums,
> € solo artists and groups, labels and pro-
(([/ )/ ducers are all highlighted. And the winners

are . . .

B Pages 88-94. RW's special survey of the
radio syndication field finds that there are
more syndicators, more programs, and
more client stations than ever before in a

SYNDICATION: business that is barely 20 years old. In-
cluded are capsule looks at the key com-
panies in syndication and the formats, serv-
ices and programming they offer.

Fanny Chung/Contraller
.

departments DI ... T

SAM SUTHERLAND JACK FORSYTHE

A/C Report Page 82 Nashville Report Page 124 Reporting directly to King, Mc- wzsrsCOAsITGEDLTon_A::\:Cs;:'nEETLr;ﬁo?lk.
H M amue| raham/ |
Ir?tyre will work CIOSG]Y with ra- Laura Palmer/Assistant Editor
Album Airplay Cover Story Page 40 { dio on a multi-format level in ) Twerry Drol://Producr:]oz o
Repor Pages 60-6] conjunction with MCA's national | = felnfsere Jossen
Disco Pages 18, 106 | albums and singles force. P;allywor;;ac)oxs‘?gf;:
. . . . one: -
Album Chart Page 74 ngCO E!:eT 5 Edge 1(])§ A 20-year veteran in the radio TR
Dfscoth' LR age industry, MclIntyre’s most recent TOM RODDEN
iscorneque hi H'H VICE PRESIDENT
Black Oriented Parade Page 18 | Position was at Record World SOUTHEASTERN MANAGER
Music Pages 102-104 where he was radio director and aLTer CAM?)%LOR
B ‘e : OUTHEASTERN EDI
Picks of the Week Page 103 International Pages 120-121 penned the weekly ""Radio Re— Marie Ratlif/Research Editor
Black Oriented Germany Page 120 play” column for two years. Prior Margie Barnst/ Assistant Editor
Singles Chart Page 103 Japan Page 120 | to that he was program director e 357\;‘3:3!'5’:3:?:\'/'&5:”0”
Black Oriented at WPIX in New York for six years. ;‘fShV”:Z’é?"g"éqa?]z]?J]
one: -
f\lbum Chart Page 104 . Page 105 LATIN AMERICAN OFFICE
Black Music Report  Page 102 Jazz LP Chart Page 105 D .d‘ F. d THOMAS FUNDORA
- avid Fine Name v
Classical Page 109 Latin American  Pages 116-117 . 140 W Bth Ave Hioleoh Flo
Albom Picks rage 116 | Polygram Leisure Phone: (305) 863-5323, B85
Coast Page 44 Hit Parade Page 117 . . VAL FALLOON
Chief Executive -
Country Pages 123-129 New York, N.Y. Page 46 | @ NEW YORK — Coen Solleveld, Phoner 03550 1486
Ccuntry Album ; ; JAPAN
Charyt bace 127 Radio World Page 50 president of the worldwide Poly- ORIGINAL CONFIDENCE
Country Hot Line che 124 gram Group, has announced the 1612 Ropponoi 7-.chome
. H 9 H H Minato-ku, Tokyo
Country Picks of the Retail Rap Page 82 | appointment of David G. Fine as e
Week Page 123 o =3 chief executive of Polygram Lei- ROBERT CHARLES-DUNNE
. orkville venue
Cauntry Singles etail Report Page sure Ltd. Toronto, Ontarla
Chart . Page 128 Singles Chart Page 59 Phone: (416) 964-8406
Cour\fry Singles _ch;EsRmPNsEN
Picks Page 126 Singles Picks Page 22 8000 Mecnchen 3. Gormany

Phone: (089) 22 77 46
Telex: 05-216622

AUSTRALIA
PETER CONYNGHAM
P.O. Box 678, Crows Nest, N.S.W. Australia
Phone: 2-92-6045

FRANCE
GILLES PETARD
8, Quai de Stalingrad, Boulogne 92, France
Phone: 520-79-67

(Due to airplay and sales in projectable markets, these records
exhibit top five potential)

Styx (A&M) “Why Me."

The follow-up release is coming on strong at primary

SPAIN
JORGE DE ANTON
Jose Maranon #7
6 To. Derecha
Madrid 10, Spain
Phone: 445-7217

MEXICO
VILO ARIAS SILVA
Apartado Postel 94-281

>

Mexico 10, D.F.

i . . Phone: (905) 294-1941

and secondary outlets. Numerous heavies are already David Fine CIRCULATION DEPT.
on the record. Sales action is developing. Polygram Leisure is the UK. 1697 Brogdway, New York, 7. 10019
company which controls the EF;IH()E%DWVg&%[;S: E};scsg:To?a\fgolzszs)Ugg PUB-
o . . o roup’s activities in the field of BINED IN ONE AT YEAREND. SUBSCRIP.
Queen (Elektra) Crazy Little Thlng Called Love & TIONS: ONE YEAR U.S. AND CANADA—$95;
: records and t = AATL-$150, EOREI B
o , — | records and tapes, through Pho- | et chiy T At e
This noticeable departure in style is being met with | .g: m ’} t o'y Ordac?, . .be” OFFICES, GEADLINE, NEGATIVES AND COPY
. . ot manuracturin - :
2ager response as station adds at all levels are quickly {ng organization gpglr;gra'r;”Rgé Fostmaster” Ploss s Forr. 3575 10 Hecard
i . ) . R . , - orld, roadway, New York, N.Y. .

coming in. Major breakout action in midwest. ord Services. It also coordinates Copyright © 1979 by
. . . . . . RECORD WORLD PUBLISHING CO., INC.

its interests in music publishing, VOL. 36, NO. 1693

) O R s ] TR (Continued on page 121) | NN
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