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Tommy Overstreet W B.B. King Rufus/Chaka Khan
John Wesley Ryles Roland Bautista Denise LaSalle Shotgun

Red Steagall Bobby Bland Elgise Laws (Far Out) Lenny Williams
Hank Thompson Mel Brown Harold Melvin Wilson Williams
Buck Trent Crusaders & The Blue-Notes

Don Williams The Dells Blue Mitchell

Jim Chesnut (Hickory) Lee Dorsey Sharon Paige
Don Everly Dramatics Pointer Sisters

Don Gibson Floaters Pressure (Far Out) o©
Mickey Newbury Al Hudson Rhythm Heritage O
Carl Smith & The Soul Partners
Four Tops
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ABC DELIVERS

Saskia & Serge




POP

Amazing Rhythm Aces
Stephen Bishop
Blood, Sweat & Tears
Jimmy Buffett

J. J. Cale (Shelter)
Denim

Arlyn Gale

Danny Green

Arlan Greene
Lawrence Hilton-Jacobs
John Klemmer

Levon Helm
Martin Mull
Doug Owen (Hickory)
Tom Petty

& The Heartbreakers
(Shelter)
Poco
Carter Robertson
Steely Dan
Richard Tate
Wha~-Koo

Woody (Hickory)

GOSPEL
(I

Inez Andrews

Biblical Gospel Singers
Mildred Clark

Crowns of Glory

Dixie Hummingbirds
Tessie Hill

Robert Lyons
Sensational Nightingales

COUNTRY
—

Tom Bresh

Roy Clark

John Conlee
Narvel Felts
Freddy Fender
Tompall Glaser
Randy Gurley
George Hamilton IV
Roy Head
Barbara Mandrell
Oak Ridge Boys
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1978:
The Industry Again
Broadens Ilts Horizons

Need it be said that the boom goes on’?
As Record World's annual directory issue for 1978
goes to press, the RW Sales Incex for albums is
running about 50 percent ahead of 1977's levels,
which in turn were more than 50 percent ahead of
thase for July 1976.
Some record companies are reaching highest-ever
sales totals in each successive quarter, and nearly
everyone's balance sheet has improved from last year
to this, No sooner are sales expectaions conceived,
it seems, than they have to be revised upwards.
No one who knows this busiress can deny that
music professionals have beccme more skilled in
the past year at recording, marufacturing, promot-
ing and marketing records and tapes, publishing
music and programming radio stations—in short, at
making the most of the music they are given.
Distinctions between musical categories have con
tinued to blur: this year has seen jazz records on
pop charts, classical records on jazz charts, even
country records on r&b charts. The record buyer is
Decoming more sophisticated, better informed |
about all kinds of music, and most importantly more
committed to records as his or her principal choice
for homre entertainment.
All this has kept Record World busier than ever
before. We've expanded our radio section, our
charts, our general news coverage. We've just con-
ducted our 18th radio/retail seminar. And much
more is planned in the months ahead. .
Can the business keeg getting bigger? |
Bigger, we think, and better.
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In the land ofNever—Névgr J

there lived a gitl who i ' |
dreamed that all things w‘* 0 | = ' ‘
were possible and now you see 0 Epa .

that girl standing before you.”

Thank you, , %\& j N
-

\ nce Upon A Time H{Af,_
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