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"‘Who In The World:
' Andy Gibb

SINGLES

STEVIE WONDER, “ANOTHER STAR'" (prod. by -
Stevie Wonder) (writer: Stevie Won-
n der) (Jobete/Black Bull, ASCAP)
]AMI_ (5:17). Wonder's venture into salsa
also gives him a chance to stretch
out vocally more than on past sin-
gles. The third from "'Songs In The

Key Of Life, " it should extend and *
strengthen his command of the pop

audience. Tamla 54286 (Motown) —~3

SLEEPERS
LT.D., “(EVERY TIME | TURN AROUND) BACK

IN LOVE AGAIN" (prod. by Bobby
Martin) (writers: Leon on Hanks-
Zane Grey) (lceman, BMI} (3:40).
One of the best r&b singles of the
year should bring this group the
crossovar response they've been
missing. The lead vocal and the horn
charts should win special prizes.
A&M 1374,

-
PABLO CRUISE, “‘A PLACE IN THE SUN" (prod. LENNY LE BLANC, “HOUND DOG MAN (PLAY

by Bill Schnee) (writers: Cockrell-
Lerios}) (Irving/Pablo Cruise, BMI)
(3:40). The follow-up to "‘Whatcha
Gonna Do’ could also be one of the
great airline themes—its hook is one
of the summer's most potent, and
the song’s strength should carry well
beyond the extent of warm weather.
A&M 1976,

ROSE ROYCE, “DO YOUR DANCE—Part I
{prod. by Norman Whitfield) (writers:
Whitfield-Turner) (May Twelfth/War-
ner-Tamerlane, BMI) (3:29). The
opening of RR's first single from a
new lp (on a new label) is as well-
arranged a piece of music as pop
audiences will hear this year, and
the disco tempo sweeps it along.
Whitfield 8440 (WB).

LINDA RONSTADT, “BLUE BAYOU’ (prod. by
Peter Asher) (writers: Roy Orbison &
Joe Melson) (Acuff-Rose, BMI) (3:57).
The '63 flip of Orbison’'s “"Mean
Woman Blues™ should provide Ron-
stadt with another two-chart hit—
the country touches should delight
those listeners, and the vocal per-
formance should add pop as well.
Asylum 45431,

b

IT AGAIN)" (prod. by Pete Carr)
(writer: Tommy Stuart] (Chrysalis/
Fancy That, ASCAP) (2:29). Le
Blanc's tribute to fifties and sixties
rock culture has been re-released
with some new significance added
to its lvrics. The mood is cheerful but
respectful and should win attention.
Big Tree 16062 (Atlantic).

BRENT MAGLIA, “HANNAH" (prcd. by Brent

Maglia) (writers: Maglia-Giovan-
nelli) 1Glolar, BMI) (3:39). Maglia
could well win a place on pop
charts this autumn with an uptempo,
pop-rock love song tat benefits
from a good arrangement and some
appropriate sax fills. The song itself
offers a memorable melody and
thoughtful lyrics. Fantasy 799.

DAVID CASTLE, “TEN TO EIGHT" iprod. by Joe

Porter) (writer: David Castle} (Unart,
BMI) (3:37). The first release on Russ
Regan s new label is a day-in-the-
life ballad that should appeal to
pop and MOR audierces. Castle's
chronicle of waking up should be a
morning-airplay natura , and launch
his solo career. Parachu-e 501 {Casa-
blanca).
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ALBUMS

THE DOOBIE BROTHERS, “LIVIN' ON
THE FAULT%INE.” The influence of some
of the group.s mcst recent additions,
Jeff Baxter and Michael McDonald in
particular, is felt throughout this Ip,
with its soulful, almost breezy and wist-
ful vocals lending a distinction to
songs like Holland-Dozier-Holland's
"Little. Darling”” and ""You're Made That
Way."" Warner Bros. BSK 345 (7.98).

“FOGHAT LIVE.” Foghat is one of those
groups whose popularity can be attrib-
uted to a religious schedule of live
dates and the ease and prcfessionalism
which they take to the stcge can best
be experienced through tese record-
ings made in May of this year. Fa-
vorites like ‘Fool For the City and
"Slow Ride' sound bette- than ever.
Bearsville BRK 6971 (WB) (7.98).

“BARRY WHITE SINGS FOR SOMEONE
YOU LOVE.” Most people will agree
that the Maestro Fas come a long way

with his latest |p. The sound is unmis- |

takable and the messages of love are
delivered in his inimitable style, yet
there is a freshness in the sound that
makes this effort something else again.
Witness "“It's Ecstasy,’ this week's Chart-
maker. 20th Centiry T-543 (7.98).

“STILLWATER.” With the first track,
"'Rock-N-Roll Lose-,'" it is immediately
apparent that this is not just another
boogie band from the south. The seven
man group from Macon is a tight musi-
cal ensemble as the extended ‘'Sam'’s
Jam' clearly illustrates, but lyrics and
vocals are other notable stréngths that
give them a clear focus and depth.
Capricorn CP 018% (WB) (%.98).
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¢ Brothers




IS there rm:ll 1T punk ?

R —

|.||3l I:lll' {F arewabur b

orded by David Bowie



Dedicated to the Needs Of

the Music/Record Industry

SEPTEMBER 3, 1977

RECORDW@RLD

Elvis Sales Explosion Continues

As RCA Attempts to Fill Orders

By MIKE FALCON and MARC KIRKEBY

B NEW YORK—A week after Elvis |
Presley’s death, retail sales re- |
ported “in the millions” by RCA
Records had cleared the shelves
of virtually every available record-
ing by the King of Rock 'n” Roll.
Some retailers were obtaining a
trickle of reordered product, but
RCA’s pressing plants were at
least two weeks away from catch-
ing up with back orders already
received.

Fleetwood Mac #1
Fourteenth Week

By LENNY BEER
W fleetwood Mac (WB) re-
corded its fourteenth week at
the top of The Album Chart by
easily defeating its competition,
headed by the ‘“Star Wars”
soundtrack (20th Century). How-
ever, the story of the week in
sales is the explosion of the Elvis

The Record World pop and
country album charts reflect the
unprecedented catalogue surge.
Elvis’ current album, ‘“Moody
Blue,” by all accounts the Ip with
the most stock available, sold
“several hundred thousand units”
last week, jumping from gold to

platinum status, according to
Mario DeFilippo, national sales
manager for RCA. ‘“Moody

Blue” ’s sales took it from 67 to a
bulleted six on The Album Chart.
Presley’s previous RCA Ip,
“Welcome To My World,” was
(Continued on page 22)

@ SAN DIEGO — With an esti-
mated 240 domestic and over-
seas label staff, roster artists and
distribution representatives in at-
tendance, Arista Records launch-
ed its third annual convention
last Wednesday (24) at the Hotel
Del Coronado in Coronado, Cali-

Presley  catalogue
Chart on RCA. There are
Analysis now seven Presley

albums on the
chart, six of which debuted this
(Continued on page 6)

| fornia. With seminars, meetings
and live talent showcases sched-
‘ uled to continue through Satur-
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Music Industry Execs Set Meet
With Top Government Officials

By SAM SUTHERLAND

LOS ANGELES — The lineup of
key music industry executives,
along with representatives of the
trade press, is being finalized for
a September 15 meeting at the
White House where top officials
from the State Department, the
Department of Justice and the
White House staff will confer on
broadening the music industry’s
involvement in government proj-
ects.

According to Elektra/Asylum
chairman Joe Smith, who has
been coordinating plans for the

AristaHolds ‘77 Worldwide Convention

By SAM SUTHERLAND

day (27) evening, the convention
marks the largest company gath-
ering since its formation under
the Arista banner in 1974.

At press time, still more partic-
ipants and guests were expected
to arrive for the final sessions on
Friday and Saturday, but Arista
staff were already enjoying a re-
laxed but still determined range
of planning meetings for the

(Continued on page 46)

Davis Speech Stresses
Achievements of Lahel

(The following are excerpts
from the speech delivered by
Arista president Clive Davis at the
Arista convention.)

& Well, you've seen it happen.
Many of you have been here to
watch it and make vital contribu-
tions to it. Some of you have
just joined us recently but
you’ve caught it, observed it,
analyzed it and now bask in it

(Continued on page 46)

meeting with Capricorn president
Phil Walden, “‘the meeting is defi-
nitely set for the 15th, and while
we don’t have all participants
lined up, we do anticipate there’ll
be a high ranking Justice Depart-
ment official, hopefully Griffin
Bell, someone from the State De-
partment, and a member of the
President’s advisory staff, possibly
Hamilton Jordan.” Smith later
said that President Carter is also
expected to attend.

Among industry figures cur-
rently planning on the trip to
Washington are Warner Bros. Rec-
ords chairman of the board and
president Mo Ostin, Capitol Rec-
ords president and chief executive
officer Bhaskar Menon, Tabu
Records head Clarence Avant,
Philadelphia International chief
Kenny Gamble, MCA Records
president Mike Maitland, RCA
Records president Louis Coutte-
lenc, UA head Artie Mogull and
RW editor-in-chief Sid Parnes.

Smith told RW of the range of
topics likely to surface during the
afternoon session will include the
government’s efforts to prosecute
tape pirates, immigration prob-

(Continued on page 20)

Motown, F/P/M

Raise LP Prices

B 1OS ANGELES—Motown, Fan-
tasy, Prestige and Milestone have
announced album price hikes.
The moves follow recent similar
announcements by Arista and
Chrysalis, and a WEA catalogue
hike on more than 80 titles.
Motown is raising the list price
of all Stevie Wonder catalogue
(Continued on page 20)

Upsurge Seen in Country Cassetie Sales

By LUKE LEWIS

B NASHVILLE—At a time when
8-track tape sales are continuing
to surge in the country music
market (in some cases making
up 50 percent of total sales on
a particular release), the big
news is a tremendous upsurge in
the cassette field.

With major labels indicating a
marked increase in country cas-
sette sales over the past year, a
Record World survey at the rack

level, where the bulk of country
product is moved, indicates a
healthy growth in cassette sales.
George Genovese, head buyer
at Pickwick in St. Louis, told RW,
“Cassettes are beginning to show
an upward movement after a
very dormant period for a num-
ber of vyears, especially in the
last six months. Even more im-
portant, in my mind, is the fact
Continued on page 65)
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LondonReports Profit, Details Revamping Moves

By DAVID McGEE

B NEW YORK—A $2 million
profit at the end of fiscal 1977
(March 31) has put to rest
rumors that London Records will
be sold or will be going out of
business. Major revampings of
the company’s  warehousing,
distribution and marketing divi-
sions were given as the prime
reasons for London’s success
over the last year and for its
bullish outlook on the coming
year. At a luncheon held last
week at Trader Vic's in the Plaza
Hotel, John Stricker, London’s
vice president of finance and
operations, along with Don
Wardell, London’s director of
creative services, discussed the
company’s current direction and
its plans for the future.

Stricker emphasized that a
new ‘‘committee system’ insti-
tuted recently is allowing the

Tribunal Appointments

To Be Set Soon?

B WASHINGTON — There was a
slight flurry around Washington
last week when the White House
announced the wholesale elimina-
tion of 176 federal advisory agen-
cies. Supporters of the newly-cre-
ated Copyright Royalty Tribunal,
now almost six months past due
on legal deadline for appoint-
ments, wondered if their agency
might be included in those axed.
But the White House — talking
more specifically about the over-
due appointments than at any
time in the past — says the Presi-
dent “will indeed send the names
(Continued on page 63)

Arista Reports

Best Year Ever

M NEW YORK — Elliot Goldman,
executive vice president of Arista
Records, has announced that
Arista Records has completed the
biggest year, six months and
fourth quarter in the company’s
history, with worldwide net reve-
nues for the year at $36,261,000
as compared to fiscal 1976's $30,-
450,000, an increase of 19.1 per-
cent.

The company’s fourth quarter
reached $13,943,000, marking the
largest single quarter in Arista’s
history, and representing a 120.8
percent increase over 1976 fourth
quarter net revenues of $6,316,-
000. In addition, the last six
months represented the best six
months in Arista’s history, with
net revenues of $23,734,000, a
64.1 percent increase over the
prior year’s figure of $14,459,000.

HinsH NI i,

There are no Powerhouse
- Picks this week.

" 1 et

company to ‘‘get back to the
basics”” in the various phases of
its operation. Members of the
committee are Walt Maguire, VP,
a&r; Sy Warner, national sales
manager; Jerre Hall, national pro-
motion manager; and Wardell.
The committee meets one day a
weelk, for an entire day, and each
executive airs and comments on
issues of particular import to his
division. According to Stricker,
this approach not only facilitates
communication between the divi-
sions, but also allows the com-
pany to know at once the major
decisions facing it.

Stricker credited a change in
warehousing operations, from
the  Servor  Corporation to
Goldisc Records Inc., as a major
factor in London’s improved
profit picture. Goldisc now han-
dles the assembly of the label’s
classical product packaging, as
well as the mainstream of Lon-
don’s catalogue and inventory.

In a prepared statement, Lon-
don Records’ president D. H.
Toller-Bond stated that the move
to Goldisc was made ‘‘as part of a
general streamlining to ensure
better internal controls and more
efficient operating procedures re-
sulting in substantial reductions in
cost and catalogue obsolescense
for London.”

London will have full control
of the inventory going to Goldisc
and, due to a new computer
terminal system being used there,
will have immediate feedback on
accessibility of inventory.

Distribution changes have also

been, and will be, major factors
In London’s success. Stricker an-
nounced that the label has
closed its last remaining wholly-
owned distribution center in
Chicago, and is moving to Pro-
gress Record Distributing, Inc., a
major independent distributor,
effective August 15. Also, M.S.
Distributing Company will dis-
tribute London product for the
state of California. At the
moment, London has no distri-
butor for the Denver area, but
expects to name one shortly.
“We feel at this point that
our independent distribution is
(Continued on page 53)

Al Bell Files Suit

Against Union Planters
B MEMPHIS — Al Bell, former
owner and chairman of Stax Rec-
ords, filed a malicious prosecu-
tion suit here on July 29 against

Union Planters National Bank,
asking $20 million dollars in
damages.

Bell was accused by Union

Planters in 1975 of conspiring
with a former bank officer to
defraud the bank of $8.9 million.
As a result, Bell was indicted
along with that officer, Joseph
Harwell, by a Memphis Grand
Jury in September of that year.
After a lengthy trial, in which he
was represented by James F.
Neal, Bell was exonerated and
cleared of all charges on August
2, 1976.
The damage suit charges the
(Continued on page 48)

Retailers Give Reactions
To Jimmy's Bankruptcy

By MARC XIRKEBY

B NEW YORK — With reports
circulating last week that area re-
lailers were putting pressure on
the creditors of Jimmy’s Music
World to close down the bank-
rupt chain, several of those re-
tailers were predictably vehement
in their views of why Jimmy's
didn’t succeed and what the
probable impact of its bankruptcy
would be.
Ben Karol

“A lot of people in this busi-
ness are going to learn from this
experience that you just can’t sell
any kind of merchandise without
making a reasonable profit,’’ said
Ben Karol of the King Karo!
stores. “’You've got to work on at
least a one-third gross mark-up to
just about break even in this busi-
ness. The man who attempts to
sell merchandise at less than a
proper mark-up winds up behind
the eight ball.”

Elliot Mavorah of Disc-O-Mat
concurred. ““To any retailer, it's a

good thing that a guy selling rec-
ords for $2.99 goes out,”” he said.
“Even if he goes into business
again, | guess he learned his les-
son, that he can’t sell records at
that price and survive.”

Karol made no attempt to hide
his displeasure with the possibil-
ity of a rehabilitation plan being
worked out between Jimmy’s and
its creditors to allow the chain to
keep operating:

“The only business worth re-
habilitating is one that has proven
that it knows what it’s doing, that
made a mistake and has learned
from it,”” he said. ““Now, here is
an operation that started in the
most ridiculous manner anyone
ever heard of, namely, buying
goods at a certain price and sell-
ing it for less, and operating in a
city that everyone knows has the
highest cost of doing business in
the world. After they finished tak-
ing everyone down the sewer for

(Continued on page 48)
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Gibb, Fleetwood Mac Top Charts; Presley Explosion Continues

White Singles Chartmaker

By LENNY BEER
8 Andy Gibb (RSO) continued
his strong sales in major markets
and returned to the top of The
Singles Chart and in doing so
recorded his fourth week at the
top with “I Just Want To Be Your
Everything,” produced by Nick
Jameson. The Emotions (Colum-
bia) and Rita Coolidge (A&M)
racked up another week of strong
sales and are in the number 2 and
3 positions respectively. As for the
rest of the top 10, the Floaters
(ABC) and Fleetwood Mac (WB)
are bulleting at 5 and 6 while the
Electric Light Orchestra (Jet) en-
tered at 10 with a bullet, up from
15 last week.

Outside the top 10, the strong-
est movement was reported for
the Sanford-Townsend Band (WB),
Stephen Bishop (ABC), Foreigner
(Atlantic), and the two ‘“‘Star
Wars” records at 19 (Millennium)
and 20 (20th Century) with the
former gaining and breaking on
the r&b side.

In the twenties this week, the
biggest gainer was Elvis Presley
(RCA), which jumped from 47 to
24 with sales far exceeding the
airplay on this one. Other good
movement was reported for KC &
the Sunshine Band (TK) with their
third hit from the current album,
and Carly Simon (Elektra), break-
ing big with the theme from the
hot movie, “The Spy Who Loved
Me.”

Other strong activity in the top
half of the chart was recorded by
Donna Summer (Casablanca),
gaining weekly on her way to an-
other big hit; Heatwave (Epic),

‘Reverse’ Crossovers
Show Chart Clout

By PAT BAIRD
B NEW YORK — In a reversal of
the traditional crossover pattern,
three singles already listed on the
Record World top 100 Singles
Chart are currently making break-
throughs on The R&B Singles
Chart.

“Star Wars Theme / Cantina
Band” by Meco on Millennium
Records is bulleted at #58 r&b
and #19 pop. The record has
picked up significant r&b airplay
in New York, Baltimore/Washing-
ton, Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis,
San Francisco and Los Angeles
markets. WBLS in New York was
the first r&b station in the coun-
try on the record. The Meco al-
bum, ““Star Wars and Other Galac-
tic Funk,” came on the R&B LP
Chart at #33 this week and is
bulleted at #59 on the RW Album

(Continued on page 48) |

just another in the string of teft
field smash hits for the label; Pe-
ter Frampton (A&M), with another
week of strong radio play; and
the Commodores (Motown), gain-
ing quickly with their second hit
from their current multi-million
selling album.

Larly positive reports continued
this week for Alan Parsons (Aris-
ta), which is quietly developing
into a hit; Dorothy Moore (Ma-
laco), crossing over smoothly with
what could be her second big hit
in the last year; Paul Nicholas
(RSO), gaining momentum in the
south; Eric Carmen (Arista), with
quick radio pickup on the first
from his new album; Stevie Won-
der (Tamla), with radio reacting
positively to the third release
from the “Songs” album; Debby
Boone (WB), with incredible early
response in Houston leading the
way on this one from Pat Boone’s
daughter; and Leif Garrett (Atlan-
tic), another in the teen bag with
good early radio response.

New on the chart with bullets
were Barry White (20th Century)
as Chartmaker, with the record
which could send him back to
the top breaking quickly on the
r&b side and “popping” now in
Detroit; Lenny LeBlanc (Big Tree),
with his tribute to Elvis; Firefall
(Atlantic), with the first release
from their new album, Brick
(Bang), with the same early pat-
tern as their previous hit with At-
lanta Ieading, and Peter Brown
(Drive), crossing with the support
of WLS in Chicago.

Singles

East:

Elvis Presley {RCA]
Commodores (Motown}
George Benson (Arista)

South:

Donna Summer {Casablanca)
Heatwave (Epic)
Elvis Presley {RCA)

Midwest:

Elvis Presley [RCA)

Alan Parsons [Arista)
Carole King {Avatar)
Heatwave (Epic)

Debby Boone (Warner Bros.}

West:

Elvis Presley [RCA)
Donna Summer (Casablanca)

i seller at 26 bullet;

REGIONAL BREAKOUTS

Star Wars LP Hot

(Continued from page 3)

week and the other, "“Moody
Blue,” moved from 67 to 6 with
a bullet. Presley also scores in
with the chartmaker album and
two other bulleting “hits’ sets.

Behind Fleetwood, which s
only three weeks away from
Peter  Frampton’s  record 17
weeks at the top, and the ex-
ptoding “‘Star Wars,”” the only
bulleting album in a basically
steady top 10 is the Elvis Presley
album, which ran out of stock in
most stores very quickly. in the
teens however, there are three
fast charging albums. Shaun Cas-
sidy (Warner-Curb) continues to
be a monstrous hit at racked ac-
counts and is picking up at retail
each week as more and more
dealers become believers. The
Floaters (ABC), with a top five
single pulling it, have dominated
the r&b marketplace and have
begun to cross over in racked
locations, and Rita Coolidge
(A&M) is another making signi-
ficant inroads across-the-board
with dealers behind the combi-
nation of the exposure afforded
by a top 5 single and the airplay
already generated on her follow-
up.

Other strong movement was
reported on the top half of the
chart for Firefall (Atlantic), which
has quickly become a major
Styx (A&M),
breaking big with their latest
without benefit of a single;
{ Grateful Dead (Arista), scoring
I quickly for their new label; and

Albums

East:
Elvis Presley {RCA)

Mass Production {Cotillion}
Rose Royce {Warner Bros.)
Tom Scott {Ode)

Dennis Wilson {Caribou)

South:

Elvis Presley {RCA)

Rose Royce (Warner Bros.)
Brick {Bang)

Tim Weisberg (United Artists)

Midwest:

Elvis Presley {RCA)

Eric Carmen (Arista)

Crawler (Epic)

Stanley Turrentine (Fantasy)
Elvis Presley (Welcome) {RCA)
Tom Scott (Ode)

West:

Elvis Presley (RCA)
Cheap Trick (Epic)
Ram Jam {Epic)
Dennis Wilson {Caribou)
Brick {Bang)

Eric Carmen (Arista)

LTD (A&M), with most reports
coming in from r&b locations.
Strong early sales were re-
corded by KC & The Sunshine
Band (TK), with new life behind
their current hit single; Andy
Gibb (RSO), breaking steadily
hehind his incredibly successful
single with racked locations
leading; Be-Bop Deluxe (Capi-
tol), another in the long string
of bands finding success with a
live set; Meco (Millennium),
breaking quickly as the second
hit album featuring the ‘‘Star
Wars'’ theme; ELO (Jet), with a
resurgence keyed by their top
10 single, which is the third hit

from the album; Elvin Bishop
(Capricorn), scoring good early
movement on his live album,

and Rose Royce (Whitfield), off
and away under Warners distri-
bution this time.

New in the top 100 with bul-
lets this week were Elvis Presley

(RCA), with the “Welcome To
My World” album as Chart-
maker; Stephen Bishop (ABC),

starting to pick up good move-
ment with his single fighting for
the top 10; and Eric Carmen
(Arista), debuting immediately in
the top 100 with early sales far
exceeding those on his first solo
album.

As for the Elvis catalogue, for
which demand outstripped sup-
ply this week, besides ‘“Moody
Blues” at 6 and ““Welcome” at
83, the other albums debuting
were “Golden Records Vol. 3" at
129, “Vol. 1”7 at 136, ““World
Wide Hits” at 162, Legendary
Performer Vol. 17 at 168, and
the ““Christmas Album” at 176.
With the possibility of more
stock available next week, there
could be more chart activity on
these and other items in the
catalogue as most dealers re-
ported indiscriminate buying of
Elvis product.

Abkco Reports Profit

B NEW YORK—ADbkco Industries,
Inc. has announced revenues for
the nine months ended June 30,
1977 amounting to $6,466,648
with a profit of $56,485 or 4¢ per
share as compared to revenues of
$5,195,585 and a loss of $454,395
or 32¢ per share for the nine
months ended June 30, 1976.

Operations for the third quar-
ter ended June 30, 1977 resulted
in a profit of $35,315 or 3¢ per
share compared to a loss of $221,-
777 or 15¢ per share for the cor-
responding period in 1976. Reve-
nues for the quarter amounted to
$1,549,540.
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Produced by Arif Ma-din

“Wings’..

Ringo’s new single from his forthcoming album,
“Ringo the 4th’......

On Atlantic Records and Tapes







