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WHO IN THE WORLD:

NEIL DIAMOND

Neil Diamond’s Extraordinary Musical

Career Continues To Be Astounding
Aesthetically And Astonishing
Commercially. Currently Riding The
Charts With Two Hot Albums, He Was
Named Best Selling Male Artist At Last

Week’s NARM Convention. For More On
Diamond’s Activities, See Story Inside.

NEIL DIAMOND, “‘CHERRY CHERRY” (prod. by mSTEELY DAN, “REELING IN THE YEARS" (prod. by g ALICE COOPER, “BILLION DOLLAR BABIES.”

Gary Katz) (Wingate/Red Giant, = Alice may earn a billion dollars from new
ASCAP). New group did it the right @8 converts with his best album. Alice’s vocal
way: first single, top ten! Another

Tom Catalanoy (Tallyrand, BMI). The
studio version on Bang was top ten
in 1966; now comes the live cut
from the very hot “Hot August
Night” album. All of the excitement
of the entertainer’s show is cap-
tured on the single. Record should
break wide open overnight. MCA
40017.

STEVIE WONDER, “YOU ARE THE SUNSHINE OF
MY LIFE” (prod. by Stevie Wonder)
(Stein & Van Stock/Black Bull,
ASCAP). “‘Superstition” was one of
Stevie's biggest hits and put him
back on top where he belongs. Tune
that's been covered many times is
done best by the originator. Tune
is from his huge “Talking Book” Ip.
Tamla 54232 (Motown).

WAR, “THE CISCO KID” (prod. by Jerry Gold-
stein) (Far Out, ASCAP). Contingent
is coming off another gold record
with “The World Is A Ghetto.” From
the album of the same name comes
this catchy rhythm item that
sounds like another chartbuster for
group. Disc should shoot to top
quickly. Oh, Pancho! United Artists
XW-163-W.

HURRICANE SMITH, “WHO WAS IT?” (prod. by
Hurricane Smithy (MAM, ASCAP). The
man who engineered so many of the
Beatles records, stunned the coun-
try with his nostalgic “Oh Babe,
What Would You Say?” This Gilbert
0’Sullivan song has already been a
smash in England. Mr. Smith should
take America by storm once again.
Capito! 3455.

winner from their “Can’t Buy A
Thrill”” Ip should reel in whopping
sales. More harmonies than on pre-
vious outing. Disc should do it
again! ABC 11352.

THE MOVE, “TONIGHT” (prod. by Wood & Lynne)

(Anne-Rachel/Yellowdog, ASCAP).
English act is overdue for a hit,
and this Roy Wood-penned number
could establish them as a major

group. “Do Ya” made some noise,
but this cut from the “Split Ends”
album should move up the charts
with speed. United Artists XW-202-W.,

BILL QUATEMAN, “ONLY LOVE” (prod. by Ascher

& Cable) (High Ness, BMI). New
singer/writer starts off with a
bang on this highly commercial
item. Rhythmic and infectious, tune

should make Bill Quateman a house-
hotd word. Terrific performance and
production. Only great! Columbia
45792,

ROBEY, FALK AND BOD, “LONESOME ROAD” (prod.

by Spreen & Werman) (Harold Kahn,
BMI). Written by Bod, this Eagles-
like ditty is a bouncing, bubbling
joy. Tight harmonies, beautiful mel-

ody highlight top notch production
by Glen Spreen and Tom Werman.
Single should start trio off on the
road to stardom. Epic 10966.

and writing ability have improved incredibly,
and the production on this record is superior,
particularly on “| Love The Dead” (Alice at his
most joyously perverse} and the title track,
which features Donovan, Hit singles “Elected”
and “Hello Hooray” plus upcoming tour insure
gigantic response. Warner Bros, BS 2685,

THE TEMPTATIONS, “MASTERPIECE.” Consist-
ently successful group may even top their
“Papa Was A Rolling Stone” smash with the
title tune from this album, which is a thirteen
minute knockout of sizzling soul. “Hey Girl
(I Like Your Style)' is a melodic beauty, and
the other tracks cook a special treat. Gordy
G965L (Motown).

THREE DOG NIGHT, “AROUND THE WORLD WITH
THREE DOG NIGHT.” A virtual collection of this
group’s greatest hits, recorded live with ex-
ceptional skill on this two record set. This
good time music group always features superb
interpretations of top writers’ material, and
included here are “Never Been To Spain,”
“Joy To The World,” “Mama Told Me Not To
Come” and “Eli’'s Coming.” Dunhill DSY 50138.

JERRY LEE LEWIS, “THE SESSION.” A terrific,
delightful and joyous two record smash that |
brings a taste of the country to rock and roll
for a stupendous listening experience. Jerry's
dancing piano fingers and strong vocals prope!
“Bad Moon Rising,” “Sea Cruise,” “Memphis,”
“Jenni, Jenni"” and other great songs. Super
session men include Alvin Lee, Matthew Fisher.
Peter Frampton, Rory Gallagher and others. A
smash! Mercury SRM 2 803,
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Also includes “Until It's Time for
You to Go” 2nd the X-rated tune
“Got to Get a Knutt!

The New Birth M
‘] Cain Understand It”

(74-0912)

Fantastic airplay:

New York Chattancoga Detroit San Francisco
Memphis Chicago Dayton Houston
Miami BaHimore Atlasita Philadelphia
Washington, D.C. Seattle Clevelond  Cincinnati

St. Lovis Dallas Buffalo Little Rock
Jacksonville Ft. Lauderdale Columbus  Richmond
Kansas City Denver Indianapolis New Orleans
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ABC/Dunhill Gets
Duke/Peacock

B [LOS ANGELES—Jay Lasker,
President of ABC/Dunhill Rec-
ords, has announced the ac-
quisition of Duke/Peacock Rec-
ords, as well as three subsid-
iary labels of that company,
Back Beat, Sure Shot, and Song
Bird. The procurement capped

two months of negotiabions
with Don  Robey, owner-
founder of Duke/Peacock, a

r&b/blues/gospel label.

The Duke/Peacock acquisi-
tion is a major step in the con-
tinuing expansion of ABC/Dun-
hill into r&b, blues and now
gospel. The broadening of the
company’s interests was recent-
ly marked by an unprecedented
re-activation of the Bluesway
catalogue. Bluesway, the first
major label devoted specifically
to recording and preserving the
musical giants of modern blues,
returned to the racks with al-
bums by Ray Charles, B. B.
King, John Lee Hooker and T-
Bone Walker among others.

In conjunchion with current
releases, steps are now being
taken to reservice and distri-
bute the complete Duke/Pea-
cock catalogue. This action will
make available numerous re-

(Continued on page 10)

Polydor Distributes
Silver Blue Label

B NEW YORK — Under the
terms of an agreement signed
by Polydor Incorporated Presi-
dent Jerry Schoenbaum and
Silver Blue President Joel Dia-
mond, Polydor has undertaken
distribution of the newly-
formed Silver Blue label. Mark-
ing the occasion is the release
of the label’s first single, “For
Your Precious Love” by the

Invitations.
(Continued on page 54)

Diamond, Schoenbaum

NARM Sets Program

To Comhat Piracy

B LOS ANGELES — In fur-
ther business at NARM, Jules
Malamud, the organization’s
Executive Director, an-
nounced that the Board of
Directors of NARM, at a
meeting Feb. 24, had devel-
oped an anti-piracy program
for 1973-1974. Further details
on the program will be pub-
lished next week.

George Brewer Dies

(George Brewer, assistant direc-
tor of mnational promotion for
Columbia Records, died Thurs-
day morning (1). Following is a
statement from Columbia Rec-
ords President Clive Davis) :
® “It is with very great sad-
ness that I inform you that
George Brewer has passed away.
George succumbed this morning
(Continued on page 53)

Discussion, Controversy Mark
15th Annual NARM Convention

By CRAIG FISHER

B 1.0S ANGELES — The prob-
lem of piracy. The problem of
returns, and complaints from
all corners of the attendant
profit squeeze. The doubtful
future of independent distribu-
tion. Manufacturers reprimand-
ing retailers for excessive dis-
counting, and retailers counter-
ing that record companies
ought better to raise their list
prices. The chord changes were
different, and some of the riffs
got more emphasis this year
than in years past. But the
pulses beneath it all remained
the same as approximately 1400
retailers, rack jobbers, manu-
facturers and distributors
gathered here last week for the
National Association of Re-
cording Merchandisers’ 15th

annual convention.

U.S.S.R. Copyright Decision Hailed

By ALLEN LEVY

B PARIS—In a far-reaching
decision that will have a pro-
found effect on the music in-
dustry, the Soviet Union has
announced that it will observe
the copyrights on artistic
works on non-Sovief citizens.
Items covered will be books,
music and movies created by
non-Soviet citizens. In a letter
sent to the U.N,, Soviet Foreign
Minister Andrei Gromyko ex-
pressed Russia’s desire to be-
come part of the Universal
Copyright Convention. The So-
viets will become part of the
copyright convention on May
27, the 64th member state to
do so.

When contacted, the three
composers rights organizations,
ASCAP, BMI and SESAC all
agreed that the Soviet Union’s
decision was a landmark for
musical works.

Stanley Adams, President of
ASCAP stated, “We are very
happy to know that in the fu-
ture the rights of Russian and
American composers and au-
thors will be safeguarded in
our respective countries and
we are looking forward to
many years of friendly rela-
tions between ASCAP and the

Union of Soviet Composers.”

Edward M. Cramer, Presi-

dent of BMI commented, “On
behalf of our 35,000 affiliated
writers and publishers, BMI
can express only the greatest
enthusiasm on hearing reports
that the Soviet Union will par-
ticipate in the Universal Copy-
right Convention.
“As the world’s largest music
licensing organization, we wel-
come this move. It will add to
the free flow of music. Cer-
tainly the knowledge we will
receive from the Russian per-
forming rights society will ef-
fect a greater understanding
of the musical tastes of the
Russian people.

“In turn, they will learn much
about the aspirations, ambi-
tions and philosophy of the
United States as reflected in
the music of its people.”

SESAC’s Vice President in
charge of international rela-
tions W. F. Myers commented

(Continued on page 52)

Excerpts from Larry Uttal’s
keynote address at NARM be-
ginning on p. 6. NARM pic-
tures on p. 22,

The four-day affair, held at
the Century Plaza Hotel, began
Sunday morning with a general
meeting of the NARM member-
ship. Wednesday evening
NARM concluded with the tra-
ditional closing banquet, with
awards going to 20 individual
and group artists and albums.
In addition, the recipients of
the organization’s Presidential
Executive Awards were an-
nounced: Ahmet Ertegun,
Nesuhi Ertegun and Jerry Wex-
ler. The Presidential Creative
Award winner was Judy Gar-
land. Liza Minnelli, who enter-
tained at the banquet, accepted
the award on behalf of her late
mother.

The theme chosen by
NARM for this year’s conven-
tion was “Partners in Prog-
ress” (which many convention-
eers cheerfully emended to

(Continued on page 31)

NARM Winners

@ LOS ANGELES — The fol-
lowing are the NARM Conven-
tion award winners: Best sell-
ing hit single record: American
Pie—Don McLean—United Art-
ists; Best selling movie sound-
track or original cast album:
Super Fly—Curtom (Buddah);
Best selling male artist: Neil
Diamond—Uni/MCA ; Best sell-
ing female artist: Carole King:
Ode (A&M); Best selling male
country artist: Charley Pride—
RCA ; Best selling female coun-
try artist: Donna Fargo—Dot
(Paramount) ; Best selling male
soul artist: Al Green—Hi/Lon-
don; Best selling female soul
artist: Roberta Flack — Atlan-
tic; Best selling orchestra:
Burt Bacharach — A&M,; Best
selling comedy album: “Big
Bambu”—Cheech and Chong
Ode (A&M); Best selling chil-
dren’s album (tie): ‘“Sesame
Street I”—Columbia and “Ses-
ame Street I11”—Warner Bros.;
Best selling instrumental album:
Summer of '12”—Peter Nero—
Columbia; Best selling economy
album: “Burning Love’—Elvis
Presley — RCA; Best selling
classical album (tie) : “Switched
On Bach” — Columbia and
(Continved on page 52)
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Firth to Helm
Chappell Intl

B NEW YORK—Due to expan-
sion ¢f Chappell’s international
business, a new division of the
publishing company — Chappell
International—is being formed
to coordinate and develop the
international activities of
Chappell & Co. Ltd. in Eng-
land and its subsidiary com-
panies throughout the world.

Nick Firth, currently in
charge of international opera-
tions for Chappell & Co., Inc.
in New York and General Man-
ager of Intersong-U.S.A, will
move to London shortly to be-
come General Manager of Chap-
pell International. He will re-
port to Bob Montgomery, man-
aging director of Chuappell &
Co., Ltd.

Chappell has a network of
oflices located in most of the
major capitals of the world.

Nick Firth

Columbia Studios
Shift Policy

@ NEW YORK — Columbia
Records has announced a
new policy concerning the |
use of its recording studios.
Previously restricted to in-
house productions, the stu-
dios located in New York,
Nushville, San Francisco and
Chicago are now available
to external producers. Co-
lumbia feels that the policy
shift will serve to make the
studios more readily accessi-
ble to a wider variety of
musical projects. Coinciding
with their policy decision,
Columbia has also an-
nounced the reduction of
studio rates.

Flack Gold

B NEW YORK Roberta
Flack’s single, “Killing Me
Softly With His Song” has been
awarded the RIAA gold record
award for sales of one million
records.

4

Piracy Raid
In Queens

B QUEENS — Culminating a
long investigation into the in-
volvement of organized crime
in the pirate stereo tape indus-
try, Queens District Attorney
Thomas J. Muackell gnnounced
the first group of raids on pi-
rate tape distributors and re-
tailers in Queens County.

In a raid held under the di-

| rection of Assistant District

Attorney Anthonyv V. Lombar-

dino, Chief of the Organized
Crime Rackets Bureau, and
Chief Investigator, John Ma-

honey, of the Queens District |

Attorney’s Office, approximate-
ly 10,000 bootleg tapes were
seized which were copies of hit

 tapes of most of the major
| record

manufacturers and
which included many items pro-
tected by Federal Copyright.
(Continued on paye 52)

'Helman Named RCA

Public Affairs Veep

B NEW YORK—RCA Records
has announced the appointment
of Herb Helman as Division
Vice President, Public Aftairs.
The announcement was made
by Rocco Laginestra, President.
Helman had been Director of

Publiec Affairs, a position to
which he was appointed in
1971.

He joined RCA Records in
1955 as administrator, album

publicity. In 1958, he was ap-
pointed manager of press and
information, and in 1961, he
assumed the title of manager,
public affairs.

Herb Helman

A veteran of the record in-
dustry, Helman started in the
retail sales area. He worked in
the wholesale areag as a dis-
tributor salesman for Krich,
then the RCA Victor distribu-
tor for New Jersey, and then
for Times Columbia in a simi-
lar sales position in the New
York metropolitan area. In
1953, he joined London Records
as regional sales manager in
charge of sales, promotion and
publicity on the East Coast.

Motown Names
Noonan Ass't To Pres.

B 1L.,OS ANGELES — As previ-
ously reported in Record Warld.
E. Abner, President of the Mo-
town Record Corporation, has
confirmed the appointment of
Thomas Noonan to the newly
created post of Executive As-
sistant to the President.

A5

Abner,

Noonan

Abner stated, “When the op-
portunity to choose someone

who I wanted to represent me |

as closely as this position re-
quires, and having known Tom

Noonan’s work in many capaci- |

ties in the record business for
the past fifteen years, he wus
my first and only choice. T am
delighted to have acquired his
services.”

Noonan re-joing Motown,
leaving his post of director of
marketing, Polydor Records.
His extensive background in the
music industry includes execu-
tive positions of director of re-
search for Billboard Magazine,
director of national promection
for Columbia Records, assistant
to the executive Vice-President
of Motown Records and Vice-
President and General Manager
of Metromedia Records.

‘Superstar’ Leads
High RSO Profits

B NEW YORK — The Robert
Stigwood Group, Ltd. has an-
nounced that its operationg for
the fiscal year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1972 resulted in a group
profit of $3,062.500 compared to
$1,326,800 for the correspond-
ing period which ended Septem-
ber 30, 1971.

The group profit after taxes
for the year ending September
30, 1972 was $1,661,100 com-
pared to $719,200 for the year
ending September 30, 1971,

The above figures reflect
growth within all divisions of
the Group. Included in these
figures are the earnings from
the Group’s rights in the
property “Jesus Christ Super-
star,” which accounted for 29
per cent of company profits.
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MUSIC FOR ALL SEASONS

...but if what you were hoping for was an early thaw, Atlantic and Atco have been bringing warmer climes
year after year, using March to foreshadow first buds (of spring) and lirst swelters (of summer). This year
we can do no less, so if the winter solstice has done nothing so far to warm your ears, or the frostbitten tundra
inbetween, try these: Early Spring from Atlantic.
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