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rom Left, Rocco Lagin-
stra, Named Exec VP,
CA Records, & Norman
acusin, Appointed Pres-

dent of RCA Label And
xec VP of NBC. Story

Inside.

In the opinion of the editors, this week the following records are the

SINGLE PICKS OF THE WEEK

The Beatles have a beauti-
ful "Something" (Harri-
songs, BMI), from their
beautiful new "Abbey
Road" album. This will
equal "Hey Jude" (Apple
2654).

(Lovely,
ASCAP)

Following up their "Easy
to Be Hard" smash, Three
Dog Night have come up
with an incredible ver-
sion of Laura Nyra's "Eli's
Coming" (Tuna Fish, BMI)
(Dunhill 4215).

Blood, Sweat and Tears
have an endless supply
of hits. "And When I Die"
(Tuna Fish, BMI), is also
by Laura Nyro and will
zoom to the top in no
time (Columbia 45008).

Young -Holt Unlimited are
unlimited in their ability
to produce catchy in-
strumental smashes.
"Horoscope" (Yo -Ho, BMI),
has all the pzazz of "Soul-
ful Strut" (Brunswick
755420).

SLEEPER PICKS OF THE WEEK

NATURAL
BORN WOMAN

Immedi-
ate 001

"Natural Born Woman,"
(Lovely, ASCAP), is a

natural smash. It went
to the top in Humble Pie's
native England and will do
just as well here (Imme-
diate 001).

Sid Selvidge is a bright
new star with a bright
new sound. "The Ballad of
Otis B. Watson" (Muldoon,
BMI) is an evocative
beauty that he will long
be remembered for (Enter-
prise 9005).

"Home On The Range
(Everybody Needs a

Home)" (Chisa, Cheerio,
BMI) by Stu Gardner will
find a home at the top
of the charts in no time
at all (China 8001).

The Easybeats are now on
the Motown distributed
Rare Earth label and their
new infectious "St. Louis"
(Robbins, ASCAP) will be
danced to, hummed and
bought all over. (Rare
Earth 5009).

ALBUM PICKS OF THE WEEK

The Beatles may have
produced their finest album
to date with "Abbey
Road." Certainly the musi-
cal evidence in support
is heavy (Apple SO 383).

,
ir 0 lir I_

Diana Ross & the Su-
premes with the Tempta-
tions and all of them sing
"Together" on new album
containing' "The Weight"
and more (Motown MS -

692).

Joe Simon calls this album
. . Better Than Ever."

He backs up the claim
with beautiful chanting of
"San Francisco is a

Lonely Town," etc. (Mon-
ument SSS 15008).

Lonnie Mack gets very far
down to the nitty gritty
on "Whatever's Right."
"Untouched by Human
Love," "I Found a Love,"
hot others (Elektra EKS-
74050).



It's about time someone
reminded us...
that a child can't climb a tree
where a skyscraper stands,
or swim in a river full of waste,
or pick a flower on a superhighway.
It's about time someone reminded us
of the legacy we owe the
next generation. The legacy
of nature.
A song as important as it
is beautiful.

Ed Ames'
new single,

"Leave Them
a Flower"
ciw "(The) Love of the Common People"

#74-0253



Singleton Corp. Announces
$20 Million Park Project

NASHVILLE - Shelby S.
Singleton Jr., President, the
Shelby Singleton Corp., an-
nounces plans to build a pro-
posed $18 to $20 million family
entertainment center, located
24 miles west of Nashville.

To be called Underground
City, U.S.A., the "Disneyland"
type project will be built in
four phases on the 3431 acre
site, the first to cost about $1.3

million and consist of remodel-
ing an existing underground
restaurant, installation of rides,
camping facilities, a deer ranch
and various other facilities.
Opening of the first phase is
slated for June 1, 1970.

Later stages-to cover a five-
year period-will include a
complete system of sound stages
for movie and TV filming, mo-
tels, complete camping facili-

(Continued on page 51)

Jones Heads Motown Sales
DETROIT - Phil Jones has

been appointed Director of
Sales for the Motown Record
Corp., announces Barney Ales,
Motown's Executive Vice -Presi-
dent and General Manager.

Reporting directly to Jones
will be the LP and Tape Sales
Department, the Singles Sales
Department, the Promotion De-
partment, the Rare Earth label
department, the Merchandising
Department and the Interna-

(Continued on page 51) Phil Jones

Racusin RCA Prez, NBC Exec VP;
Laginestra Victor Exec VP

Norman Racusin has been ap-
pointed President of RCA Rec-
ords and elected an Executive
Vice President of the National
Broadcasting Company, Julian
Goodman, NBC President, an-
nounced. Racusin has been Di-
vision Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of RCA Records,
a division of NBC.

The appointment of Rocco
Laginestra as Executive Vice
President of RCA Records was
announced by Racusin at the
same time. Laginestra has been
NBC Vice President, Financial
Planning and Treasury Opera-
tions.

Both appointments are effec-
tive immediately. Racusin, who
will have full executive and
administrative responsibility
for RCA Records, will report to
Goodman. Laginestra IN ill re-
port to Racusin. All 'division
and department heads in RCA
Records will report to Lagine-
stra.

"The expansion of RCA Rec-
ords in both domestic and
foreign markets has exceeded
our expectations and requires
additional top -caliber executive
manpower," Goodman said. "I
am delighted we were able to
fill our needs by promotions
within our own organization."

Racusin explained that the
vastly broadened activities r f
RCA Records in overseas nil- r-
kets, a huge increase in the
number of domestic distribu-
tors, substantial increases in its
tape business, and growth in its
music publishing activities,
were among the major develop-
ments which brought with them
a growing complexity in opera-
tions.

"Mr. Laginestra is partizu-
larly well equipped to take over
these intensified and expanded
responsibilities on the basis of

(Confiniled on page 51

Kirk Kerkorian May
Control MGM, Inc.

At press time last week, it
looked likely that Kirk Ker-
korian, former flight instructor
now owner of Las Vegas' Inter-
national Hotel, would take over
control of Metro -Goldwyn -
Mayer, Inc. via two recent
tender offers.

(Continued on page 22)

Levy Resigns
At Metromedia
NEW YORK - Leonard S.

Levy has resigned as President
of Metromedia Records, a divi-
sion of Metromedia Music, ac-
cording to a joint announcement
by Levy and Tommy Valando,

(Continued on page 22)

WB Inks Dylan Pub
NEW YORK-In a major ex-

pansion move, George Lee, Vice -
President and General Manag-
er of Warner Brothers Music,
announced that the company
will administer all publishing
activities of Bob Dylan's. Big
Sky Music in the U.S. and
Canada.

Lee added that Warner
Brothers now also represents
all Grossman publishing enter-
prises for the exclusive publica-
tion of sheet music, folios, etc.

Among the first folios in the
Grossman arrangement will be
those of Janis Joplin and The
Band. (Continued on page 51)

ABC Sets Promotion,
Marketing Expansion

LOS ANGELES-ABC Vice -
President and General Manager
Howard Stark outlined major
expansion and reorganization
of the company's national pro-
motion and marketing depart-
ments last week which affects
five key personnel in both the

company's new West Coast
headquarters here and the New
York office.

Developments on the Coast
are: the appointment of Mar-
vin Deane, formerly VP and
General Manager in charge of

(Continued on page 19)
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ABC EXECS: Marvin Deane, Lou Stewart, Don Thorn.

Goldberg Named to New Post,
Record World Music Editor

NEW YORK-Dan Goldberg
has been named to the newly
created position of Music Edi-
tor of Record World.

Goldberg attended the Uni-
versity of California at Berke-
ley. He was previously with Bill-
board and as a free-lance writer
and has written for Fusion.
Goldberg also has functioned as
press agent for several rock and
folk artists. Dan Goldberg

Campbell Exits CSC
Bruce Campbell announces

his resignation from the Camp-
bell, Silver Corp. No future
plans have been set.

Hammond Feted
NEW YORK -Following last

week's (30) special NARAS
luncheon honoring veteran ta-
lent discoverer and producer
John Hammond, veteran musi-
cian and dais -sitter Benny
Goodman quipped, "If he can
draw a crowd like this, they
ought to send him on the road."

Many of the industry's top
echelon executives and talent
turned out to honor Hammond
at the Essex House, and not
only those with his current la-
bel, Columbia. Count Basie
shared the dais with Goodman.
as did Atlantic's Exec VP and
lunch Chairman Nesuhi Erte-
gun, Mercury Corp. President
Irving Green, Willard Alexan-
der and three Columbia Rec-
ords Presidents, early President
Ted Wallerstein, recent Presi-

(Continued on page 51)
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Purcell Retains Lee Hartstone
For Astrology Series Intro

GWP Records, Inc., through
its President, Jerry Purcell,
has announced that Lee Hart -
stone has been retained to co-
ordinate merchandising, sales
and introductory promotions
for its $250,000 astrological
series of 12 LPs.

This is the musical series de-
veloped by Purcell and produc-
ed by Paul Robinson in con-
junction with Carroll Righter,
the astrologer who appeared on
the cover of Time magazine
(March 27, 1969).

According to Hartstone, the
$250,000 invested in this 12 -
LP series represents the most
ambitious and creative project
to hit the record market since
London's phase 4, "and is cer-
tainly the most innovative and
most exciting project ever de-
veloped by any independent re-
cord manufacturer." Hartstone
sees sales in excess of $1,000,-
000 within the first 60 days,
and points out that the astrolo-
gical series will be establish-
ed in all stores, on the air and
in promotional print in time
to answer the always present
Christmas gift problems.

Lee Hartstone

Hartstone was Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager of
London Records up to 1963,
then President of the Recona
distributor -rack complex, and
more recently a Senior Vice
President of Transcontinental
Music Corp. He brings 25 years
of recording and merchandis-
ing experience to the astrologi-
cal series project.

(Continued on page 44)

A
Steinmetz Exec Assistant

At Viewlex Disk Operations
HOLBROOK, N. Y. - David

H. Peirez, Secretary of Viewlex,
Inc., announces the appoint-
ment of Eric Steinmetz as
Executive Assistant, Record
Operations.

Steinmetz will be directly re-
sponsible for the operational
co-ordination of the "leisure -
time" music reproduction and
allied service subsidiaries of
Viewlex. These companies are
engaged in record pressing;
record jacket printing and
fabrication; record sleeve
manufacturing; full recording
studio services and tape and
cassette duplication.

"What we will be able to
offer is a 'one -stop' operation,"
said Peirez. "All that will have
to be supplied to us is a talent
package. From there, we have
the integrated facilities and
capabilities to get the records
and tapes produced, packaged,
and even out onto the shelves.
It is Mr. Steinmetz' responsi-
bility to institute the coordi-
nated systems needed to realize
the 'one -stop' capability. High
on his priority list is central
automatic data processing for
the leisure -time operations."

Prior to joining Viewlex,
Steinmetz served with MGM

Records for four years as Di-
rector of International Sales.
He was also Vice -President,
International Sales, for Kapp
Records, where he served for
6 years prior to joining MGM.
Earlier, Steinmetz served as
Manager, Orders & Services, for
Decca Records. Here he was
instrumental in the design and
implementation of a DP inven-
tory control system.

Immediate Statement
On Indie Status

Immediate Records, English
label which recently announced
it was going independent to
operate on a direct distribution
basis in the U.S. and Canada,
has issued the following state-
ment:

"CBS breached its obligation
according to the contractual
agreement between us. We have
by reason of that break de-
clared the contract at an
end."

Immediate also announced
finalizing distribution arrange-
ments with Apex -Martin, Hill-
side, N.J.; Davis Sales Corp.,

(Continued on page 62)

Welding Heads
Epic Coast A&R
Pete Welding has been ap-

pointed Director, West Coast
A&R, for Epic Records, an-
nounces Larry Cohn, Director,
Epic A&R.

Welding will be responsible to
Cohn for all
production o n
the West
Coast. Weld-
ing will be
seeking out
new artists
and material
for the label.
He will be in-
strumental i n
the buying of

Epic and he will be
the work of Epic's
production staff as

well as producing artists for the
Epic label.

New to Epic Records, Welding
spent the past three years at
UCLA working for his Ph.D. At
the same time he was doing
free-lance writing and producing.

Pete
Welding

masters for
coordinating
West Coast

AGAC Writers Pact
Now Applies to All
Edward Eliscu, President of

the American Guild of Authors
& Composers (AGAC) has an-
nounced the revision of that
organization's standard popular
songwriters contract, the ef-
fect of which will make the
AGAC contract applicable to
all publishers and writers re-
gardless of the performing
rights affiliation of which they
are members. The changes were
a direct outcome of a series of
meetings between AGAC and
BMI.

AGAC, during its 38 -year his-
tory, has long been known for
its legislative pioneering on be-
half of the songwriter and for
its basic role of serving the in-
terests of the author and com-
poser in his relation with the
publisher. AGAC's members
now include writers from 10
different performing rights or-
ganizations throughout the
world.

In the negotiations that pre-
ceded this change AGAC was
represented, among others, by
Eliscu, President; Sheldon Har-
nick, a BMI member and a mem-
ber of the Council of AGAC;
John Carter, Managing Direc-
tor of AGAC and AGAC's legal
counsel, Alvin Deutsch. Repre-
senting BMI were Edward M.
Cramer, President; Robert Sour,
Vice -Chairman, and attorney
Mrs. Theodora Zavin, Senior
Vice -President, performing
rights administration.
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