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THE HOTTEST HITS

R&R’s definitive year-end music coverage
includes:

* Top 96 of '96 by format

® Records that reached the
Top 15 in each format

* Exclusive label performance reviews

® Callout America Top 96 of "96 by
average score

* The year’s airplay trends, as
analyzed by R&R’s format editors

Begins Page 23

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

* Suzanne Berg named
Sr. VP/Promo at GRP

* Valerie DeLong to head
Enclave promo efforts

® Colin Stewart appointed
Magnatone President/CEQ

= David Meszaros now Station
Mgr. for Cox’s WSB Radio Group

* Warren Christensen becomes
head of Geffen Rock Promo
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CHR/POP
* NO DOUBT Don't Speak (Trauma/interscope)

CHR/RHYTHMIC
© TONI BRAXTON Un-break My Heart (LaFace/Arista)

URBAN
* TONY TONI TONE Let's Get Down (Mercury)

URBAN AC
o R. KELLY ! Belleve | Can Fly (Jiva)

COUNTRY

* LEANN RIMES One Way Ticket (Because | ...) (MCG/Curb)
NAC

* CHUCK LOEB The Music Inside (Shanachie)

HOT AC

* JOURNEY When You Love A Woman (Columbia)

AC
* STREISAND & ADAMS | Finally Found ..

ACTIVE ROCK
* SOUNDGARDEN Blow Up The Outside World (A&M)

ROCK ,
* STONE TEMPLE PILDTS Lady Picture Show (Atlantic)

ALTERNATIVE
» BUSH Swatlowed (Trauma/interscope)

ADULY ALTERNATIVE
. WALLFLOWERS One Headlight (/nterscope)

(Columbia)

NEWSSTAND PRICE $6.50
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Decisions, Page 23.

Congratulations to Arista Records for capturing the top spot on
R&R'’s annual year-end Label Performance Review. Arista finishes
No. 1 in four formats (CHR/Rhythmic, Urban, Urban AC, and AC)
and places No. 2 in CHR/Pop and Country. Arista’s many super-
stars, including Whitney Houston, Toni Braxton, and Brooks &
Dunn, contribute to its except onal overall success. Last year’s win-
ner, Atlantic, places second and also ranks No. 1 in four formats
(CHR/Pop, Active Rock, Rock, and Alternative) and No. 2 in Hot
AC and Adult Alternative. Strong airplay on Stone Temple Pilots,
Seven Mary Three, and Coliective Soul help fuel Atlantic’s first-
place showing at R&R’s Rock formats. For a complete overview on
The Year In Music and this year’s Top 25 overall labels, see Sound
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Pittman To Speak At R&R
Talk Radio Semmar 97

Bob Pittinan — veter-
an of radio. broadcast and
cable TV, and now Presi-
dent/CEO of America
Online Networks — has
been named a featured
speaker at the R&R Talk
Radio Seminar 97, slat-
ed for February 27-March
2 in Washington, DC.

Ever since he began his
careeras a 15-year-old DJ
in his native Mississippi,
Pittan has been known as an in-
novator of consumer marketing,
with a background that also in-
cludes theme parks and real estate.

In the *70s, Pittman became one
of the youngest people to program
a New York station when he was
appointed to WNBC/New York.

Pittman

He also workzd in Pitts-
| burgh and Ch:cago radio
{ —all before the age of 25.
i Pittman laer joined
| Warner Amex Satellite
Entertainment and sub-
sequently became COO,
then CEO of MTV Net-
works. While there, he
oversaw the creation of
VH1, Nick At Nite, and
the relaunch of Nickel-
odeon.

He also was head of his own
Quantum Media, CEO of
Time Warner Enterprises and
Six Flags Entertainment, and
Managing Partner/CEO of Cen-
tury 21 real estate.

PITTMAN/See Page 8
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I Sledge joins Country
WUSN as PD

KMPS-AM & FM/Seattle
PD Alan Sledge has been named
PD for WUSN-FM/Chicago.
Concurrently, present PD Dean
McNeil has been upped to the
newly created position of Direc-
tor/Programming, Promotions &
Marketing.

WUSN-FM VP/GM Steve
Ennen commented, “I'm ex-
tremely excited to bring Alan,
with his experience and ability, to
WUSN.And as competitive as the
environment is these days, some-
one with Dean’s skills and pro-
gramming experience is needed
in the kind of job we’ve created.”

Sledge, who will join WUSN
the first week of January, told
R&R, “I'm giving up one of the

SLEDGE/See Page 22

B Goldstein OM, Miller
now PD at NAC WNUA

Miller

Evergreen Media NAC
WNUA/Chicago has recruited
Paul Goldstein, Smocth FMVP/
Programming Development at
Sony’s SW Networks, to fill the
station’s newly created OM post.
In addition, WNUA has promot-

WNUA/See Page 22

Goldstein

Monaco Rejoins
Island As SVP/GM

Pat Monaco has returned 10
Island Records in the newly cre-
ated post of Sr.
VP/GM. Hav-
ing most re-
cently held a
similar title at
the Indepen-
dent Label
Sales division
of PolyGram
Group Distri-
bution, the
New York-
based execu-
tive began working for Island as
VP/Independent Labels in 1989.

“The thing I love about Pat is
that, coming from independent
distribution, he’s rooted in the
street and is in touch with retail-
ers throughout the country,” Is-
land Chairman Chris Blackwell
told R&R. “I’m excited to have
him fully back at Island because
of that independent background.”

MONACO/See Page 22

Monaco

LISTENERS CRAVE XMAS
CLASSICS ... NOW!

if you're still pondering whether to program Christ- \_ E
mas music on your statlon here are some stats

of 1000 people

When respondents wanted to begin hearing =7

Christmas music:

\-—‘i

Day after Thanksgiving:

Two weeks before Christmas:

One weék before Christmas:

/4
45% ==
35% (
10% &8

(3
How often they wanted to hear Christmas music:

Not at all:

Once per hour:

A=

Twice per hour:

2% : ~
12% 2 ,
24% =

Three times per hour:

15% el - \

Four times per hour:

10% S LR

Five times per hour:

22%

Preferred styles of Christmas music: o
o7 .
Traditional: 61% o ;
Contemporary: 12% 588 - \ ;
Mix of both: Pl A=A TR

Source: Valiie-Richards Consulting A

Anti-Liquor Ad
Drive Gaining
- More Backers

Former Surgeon General C.
Everett Koop is recommending
that the FCC ban distilled spirits
advertising on radio &nd televi-
sion. But FCC Commissioner
Rachelle Chong continues to
counter that taking such an action
would be out of line for the Com-
mission.

In a letter to FCC Chairman
Reed Hundt, Koop backed a re-
cent petition for rulemaking filed
by the State of Alaska (R&R
12/6). “The combined effect of
television and hard liquor adver-
tising will ... wield an untoward
influence on our natien’s youth
and the millions of Americans
who fight alcohol addiction,”
Koop wrote. “Please trust my
knowledge and experience in
evaluating the seriousness of the
issue and merits of the petition.”

LIQUOR/See Page 22
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Berg Appointed
GRP Sr. VP/Promo

Former Elektra Records VP/Pro-
motion, Adult Formats Suzanne
Berg has been
appointed Sr. VP/
¢ % Promotion for the
GRP Recording
1 Company.

“As the GRP
Recording Com-
§ pany continues its
growth into new
and varied genres
of music, Su-
zanne's promo-
tional expertise is
the perfect fit for the company,” said
GRP Sr. VP/GM David Steffen.
“Her leadership and experience will
bring only great success at all the
formats that GRP releases music to.”

Said Berg, “With the new course

BERG/See Page 22

Berg

Del.ong Path Leads
To The Enclave

FormerLava Records Sr. VP/Pro-
motion Valerie Del.ong has been
o s named Head/Pro-
motion at the En-
i clave.
1 “We are very
lucky to have
someone as tal-
ented as Val to fill
_ 4 in one of the last
| remaining pieces
of the Enclave
puzzle,” said la-
" bel President/

CEO Tom Zu-
taut. “Her ability to communicate
the Enclave musical culture to the
gatekeepers of the airwaves will give
our artists a solid foundation from
which to start.”

DeLong told R&R: “Seldom do
opportunities of this caliber come
along. The Enclave not only pro-
motes an artist-intensive environ-
ment. but its assembly of creative
executives is unmatched.”

DeLONG/See Page 22

| R&R Holiday |
| Schedule

R&R’s Los Angeles, Nashville,
. and Washington, DC offices will
adopt the following schedute over
the holidays:

* The offices will be closed for
Christmas on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 25 and Thursday, December 26.

* R&R will observe New Year's
Day on Wednesday, January 1.

*R&R will not publish an issue
the week of December 23. The
deadline for the foliowing issue, dat-
ed January 3, is Monday, Decem-
ber 30.

Delong
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[ Sara, Smiles

Thanks to new RCA Nashville signing Sara Evans and her husband/
guitarist Craig Schelske (kneeling, center}, who wowed the crowd at
Club R&R recently with a couple of live acoustic numbers from Sara’s
debut album due next May. Also pictured among most of R&R’s Los
Angeles staff is RCA Nashville Western Regional Promotion Dir. Sam
Harrell (kneeling, right).

Odyssey Rings NYC With Country Y107
I Smith stays on board as PD of ‘trimulcast’

Odyssey Communications debuted two-thirds of a three-station Country
“trimulcast” on December 5, when Alternative WRGX-FM/Briarcliff
Manor (Westchester County), NY and newly acquired Oldies WZVU-
FM/Long Branch, NJ kicked off the new format with Garth Brooks’s
“Friends In Low Places.” WWHB-FM/Long Island — currently simul-
casting Rock WNEW-FM/New York — is slated to join the Country
club this week. All three stations are at 107.1 and will be known as Y107,
new calls are expected for all three outlets.

WRGX PD Darrin Smith has been named PD for the new Country trio.
currently positioning itself as “New York and New Jersey’s New Country.
Y 107.” Odyssey VP/Programming Steve Blatter told R&R, “Darrin is a
well-rounded broadcaster and a veteran of New York radio. He’s really
embraced country music since the day we decided to take these stations
Country. He was born and raised here ... that’s really important.”

Smith told R&R, “TI'm thrilled to be able to program a format that will be
exclusive in this market — a refreshing change from the crowded Alterna-
tive field. I love the music and look forward to working with all the great
talent in Country.”

Smith joined WRGX two and a half years ago as MD/air talent and was
named PD six months ago. Prior to that, he worked at WDRE-FM/Long
Island for three years and at WRCN-FM/Long Island for two years.

Regarding the stations’ coverage area, Blatter said, “Our signals match
very well with where Country listeners live in the New York area. Tradi-
tionally, Country does the best in New York’s non-ethnic suburbs, and we’ll
cover the three main suburban areas of New York.”

Both Blatter and Odyssey President/CEQ Mike Kakoyiannis have ties
0 New York Country. Kakoyannis was Exec. VP for Westwood One’s
radio station group when it owned WYNY/New York, and Blatter was
WYNY's MD from 1988-91.

Blatter says Y107 will be focusing on music from the late 80s through
today. However, he notes, **We have a lot of catching up to do. since a lot of
the market’s been without a Country station for almost a year.”

Meszaros To Manage WSB Radio Group

By the end of this year, WATL-TV/Atlanta LSM David Meszaros will
return to radio as Station Manager of crosstown Cox Radio’s WSB Radio
Group. He'll succeed Jim Prain, who recently left to become VP/GM of
Cox/Tampa. The Atlanta quartet consists of Cox-owned News/Talk WSB-
AM, AC WSB-FM, and Cox-operated Sports WCNN-AM and NAC/Jazz
WIZF-FM.

According to WSB Radio Group VP/GM Marc Morgan, “We’re fortu-
nate to have David join us in this important pesition. as he enjoys an excel-
lent reputation in the radio industry and in Atlanta’s media community.
He’s recognized for excellent people skills and a strong work ethic, as well
as for his operational management ability.”

Prior to joining WATV-TV, Meszaros was VP/GM of WZGC-FM/At-
lanta. His past radio credits also include stints as VP of WZILX/Boston
and GSM of KFMK/Houston.
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Stewart Set As New Magnatone Pres./CEQ

Speer Communications
COO Colin Stewart has
been named President/
CEO for Magnatone En-
tertainment Group, a
Speer-affiliated company.
He succeeds Jim Mazza,
who resigned to pursue
other interests, though he
will continue as a consult-
ant to the label. This marks
a return to Magnatone for
Stewart. who joined the la-
bel as COO 18 months ago. only to
move to Speer two months later.

Stewart commented, “With a vi-
brant roster of distinguished artists

Stewart

including Kenny Rogers,
Shelby Lynne, Rich Mc-
| Cready, Great Plains,
Caryl Mack Parker,
Billy Montana, Sean
Michaels, and Rod McGa-
ha, Magnatone is well-po-
sitioned to continue its
growth path into 1697 and
beyond.”

Stewart has spent 20
years in the music business,
inciuding stints with
EMI America, Morgan Creek
Records, and EMI in London,
where he was Label Manager for
Elton John’s Rocket label.

Christensen Heads Geffen Rock Promo

Warren Christensen has
been promoted to Head/
Rock Promotion for Geffen
Records, filling the vacan-
cy left when Alan Oreman
segued to Almo Sounds as
VP/Promotion. Christensen
joined Geffen's National
Rock Promotion team in
1989,

“As the best number two
in the business, Warren has
played an integral partin our
success,” said Geffen Director/Pro-
motion Bob Catania. “Like Steve
Young replacing Joe Montana, |
expect Warren to continue to build
on the department’s achievements
and bring an innovative, high-ener-

310-553-4330
202-783-3826
615-244-8822

Christensen

WEB SIT

615-248-6655

gy approach to breaking our
artists at Rock radio

Said Christensen: “I
b couldn’t ask for mcre than
| to continue with all the great
| people at Getfen. I'm grate-
ful that Bob Catania and
[Getten President] Bill Ben-
| nett have given me the op-
portunyty to grab the reins of
this new challenge.”

The Los Angeles-based
Christensen began his pro-
motion career with San Francisco’s
B&W Marketing betore being
named Top 40 Editor at the trade
magazine R&B Report. He joined
Geffen in 1988 as San Francisco Re-
gional Promotion Representative.

: http://www.rronline.com

> o
310-203-8727
310-203-9763

202-783-0260

garrett@rroniline.ccm
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RADIO BUSINESS

FCC Ordered To Act On RTNDA Petition

The U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, DC last week
ordered the FCC to act on a nine-year-old petition submit-
ted by the Radio-Television News Directors Association
(RTNDA) that asked the Commission to abandon the per-
sonal attack and editorial rules left intact following the re-
peal of the Fairness Doctrine in 1983.

On September 16, RTNDA peti-
tioned the court for a writ of manda-
mus asking that the FCC be required
to act on an earlier petition filed by
the electronic media association. In
that petition, filed in August 1987.
RTNDA urged the Commission to
invalidate the rules on the grounds

that they were extensions of the gen-
eral fairess doctrine and were there-
fore on shaky constitutional ground.
In 1990, RTNDA filed a second peti-
tion making the same request, but no
action has been taken by the FCC.
The Court’s one-sentence order
gives the FCC unti] December 26

to act on the original petition.

“What we want is to see them
repeal the damn rules,” outgoing
RTNDA President David Bartlett
told R&R. “If not, we want them to
at least react to our petition. The fact
that the court ordered the Commis-
sion to react is very good news.”

But RTNDA Counsel Kathleen
A. Kirby put the order in seasonal
perspective. “We expect they (FCC)
will ask for more time because it is
the day after Christmas,” she said.
“And they’ll probably get it in the
spirit of the season.”

R R e

Westmghouse, Infmrty Shareholders Grve Nod To Merger

Calling it a “stroke of genius” and predicting a “hell of a
ride,” Westinghouse Electric Corp. shareholders Tuesday
(12/10) approved the merger with Infinity Broadcasting by
a wide margin. Earlier in the day Infinity shareholders gave
their approval to the deal. The merger was approved by the
Department of Justice on November 12. It now must receive
the FCC’s blessing before it can close.

During the Westinghouse meet-
ing shareholders were optimistic
about the larger broadcasting com-

pany, but expressed concern that
the industrial end of the company
would continue to suffer. Many

less services.

Congress has specified that the
Commission must auction off the 50
MHz of spectrum. The FCC recently
denied a pioneers preference to any
of the four companies applying for a
DARS license. Those companies will
stili have 25 MHz to fight over amongst
themselves, but will be up against oth-
er wireless competitors for the rest of
the spectrum, including fixed, mobile,
and radiolocation services.

The NAB has long opposed any
digital radio system that would com-
pete with analog broadcasters. The

NAB Petitions To Block DARS Spectrum

he NAB has filed a petition with the FCC recommend-
ing that it auction half of the spectrum originally allocat-
ed for satellite digital audio radio (DARS) for “flexible” wire-

spectrum in question includes the fre-
quencies at 2305-2320 MHz and
2345-2360 MHz. The spectrum from
2320-2345 would still be allocated
solely for DARS use. Under interna-
tional agreement, the spectrum from
2305-2310 cannot be used for
DARS.

The four DARS proponents have
said they each require 12.5 MHz of
spectrum to provide enough chan-
nels to be profitable. Reply com-
ments on the matter are due Decem-
ber 16, 1996,

were irate that Westinghouse
Chairman/CEO Michael Jordan
has “done nothing” to increase the
beleaguered stock’s value. Jordan
said he expects “downward pres-
sure on the stock will lift in the first
quarter of next year. The clouded
history of Westinghouse has been
a difficult burden to overcome, but
we have cleaned up the legacies
of the past.”

Jordan, who is not a personal sup-
porter of Infinity shock jock
Howard Stern, said. “In this com-
pany there’s room for very diverse
points of view.” He did, however.
stress that all of Westinghouse’s tal-
ent would follow FCC guidelines.
“We believe. despite the controver-
sy, we are in compliance,” he said,
alluding to Stern.

As far as station formats go, Jor-
dan said he is “satisfied” with the
Infinity stations and sees no chang-
es in the near future.

The company recently agreed to
split into two divisions: broadcasting
and industrial. Westinghouse last
month posted a smaller third-quarter
loss in 1996 than last year. CBS Ra-
dio posted a 52% profit increase,
while Infinity’s earnings were up
57% over third-quarter 1995.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Newspaper/Radio Cross-Ownership
Discussion Extended

' n response to a petition from law firm Haley, Bader & Potts, the FCC
has extended the comment deadline on the proposed changes to its
newspaper/radio cross-ownership waiver policy.

The Commission extended the comment deadline to February 7, 1997
because that date coincides with the deadline for comments on the pro-
posed radio/television cross-ownership waiver policy.

“Given the similarity of the issues ... we believe it is appropriate that
they share the same comment and reply comment deadlines,” the Com-
mission wrote. “This will enable interested parties to submit more com-
plete comments regarding the interrelated issues raised by these sepa-
rate proceedings.”

ARS Declares Dividend

merican Radio Systems Corp. (Nasdaq: AMRD) will pay a divi-
dend of $17.50 per share on December 31 to each shareholder of
record of its 7% convertible exchangeable preferred stock as of the close of
business on December 13. The dividend equals $0.875 per depositary share.

Senate Gommerce Committee Named

he Senate has announced its committee assignments for the 105th
Congress. Republicans will not formally name committee chairmen
until January, and subcommittee assignments have not yet been made.

The Commerce Committee, which includes the Communications Sub-
committee, will likely be headed by John McCain (AZ). Other committee
members will include:

Republicans: Ted Stevens (AK), Conrad Burns (MT), Slade Gorton
(WA), Trent Lott (MS), Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX), Olympia Snowe
(ME)*, John Ashcroft (MO), William Frist (TN)*, Spencer Abraham
(MI), and Sam Brownback (KS)*.

Democrats: Ernest Hollings, ranking member (SC), Daniel Inouye
(HI), Wendell Ford (KY), John D. Rockefeller (WV), John Kerry (MA),
John Breaux (LA), Richard Bryan (NV), Byron Dorgan (ND), and Ron
Wyden (OR).

* New committee member

Closings ... Closings ... Closings

® Jacor Communications (Nasdaq: JCOR) has closed its $300 million,
seven-station swap with Gannett Co. (NYSE: GCI) in short order. The
deal, announced in October (R&R 10/4), has Jacor trading its WTSP-TV/
Tampa for Gannett's KIIS-AM & FM/Los Angeles, KSDO-AM & KKBH-
FM/San Diego, and WDAE-AM & WUSA-FM/Tampa. Gannett keeps
the WUSA calls; WUSA-FM will be renamed WUKS-FM. Jacor picked up
the television station when it acquired Citicasters earlier this year.

® CBS Radio (NYSE: WX) and SFX Broadcasting Inc. (Nasdaq: SFX-
BA) have completed a swap of stations in Dallas and Houston. The deal,
announced May 7, has CBS swapping its KKRW-FM/Houston for SFX’s
KRLD-AM/Dallas and the Texas State Networks. R&R values the swap

at $70 mitlion.
Continued on Page 22
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