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PALMESE, BUSBY, BURNS 

MCA Restructures 
Executive Tier 

RIVERS TO KITS, FERRARA TO KS103 

Jheryl Busby 
In departmental restructur- 

ing at MCA Records, Sr. VP/ 
Black Music Jheryl Busby has 

Gannett Selects New 
California Programmers 

Gannett's KIIS -AM & FM/ 
Los Angeles has hired KMEL/ 
San Francisco PD Steve Rivers 
as PD, beginning December 8. 

He fills a void created when 
Gerry DeFrancesco was ele- 
vated to Gannett Radio's VP/ 
Programming in June. 

In the wake of Rivers's arriv- 
al, Mike Schaefer, a five -year 
KIIS veteran who served as 
Asst. PD for KIIS -FM and PD 
of KIIS (AM), has left the com- 
pany to explore his own pro- 
g aliimñ opportunities after 
declining the PD post at sister 
CHR KSDO -FM (KS103) /San 
Diego. As a result, WBZZ 
(B94) /Pittsburgh PD Nick Fer- 
rara has resigned from EZ 
Communications to join KS103 
as OM/PD December 16. That 
post had been recently vacated 
by Mike Preston, now PD at 
Nationwide CHR KWSS /San 
Jose. 

KIIS President /GM Lynn 
Anderson -Powell told R &R, 
"I'm real confident of my deci- 
sion to bring Steve in. He's been 

Kendall 
Leaves 
WNEW -FM 
By Steve Feinstein 

WNEW -FM /New York PD 
Charlie Kendall has resigned 
after three -and -a -half years at 
the helm of the Metropolitan 
(formerly Metromedia) AOR 
outlet. His resignation, handed 
in Tuesday (11/25) morning, 
took effect that afternoon. 

"It's been a pleasure to have 
programmed the Mount Ever- 
est of rock 'n' roll," Kendall 
said. "It's an amicable split. 
I've got some entrepreneurial 
opportunities I want to pursue, 
and the time has come to pur- 
sue them." As to his specific 
plans, Kendall would say only 
that they're in broadcasting 
rather than the music industry. 

KENDALL/See Page 7 

Richard Palmese 
been promoted to Exec. VP /Ac- 
quisition & Development and 
President, Black Music. Rich- 
ard Palmese remains Exec. 
VP /Marketing & Promotion, 
while Sr. VP /MCA Distributing 
John Burns is elevated to Exec. 
VP /MCA Distributing & Manu- 
facturing. These three depart- 
ment heads report directly to 
MCA Records President Myron 
Roth. 

MCA Music Entertainment 
Group President Irving Azoff 
remarked, "This is yet another 
step in MCA Records' continued 

MCA,See Page 8 

Phillips 
Now GM 
At KISW 

Steve Rivers 
tremendously successful at ev- 
ery station he's programmed. 
Steve's track record and his in- 
tense desire to win make him 
the perfect choice to program 
KILS -AM & FM." 

KSDO -AM & FM President/ 
GM Chris Conway told R&R, 

Nick Ferrara 
"Nick is a tremendous pro- 
grammer with a fabulous track 
record. B100 (KFMB -FM) is 
already a strong competitor as 
a CUR dressed up as an AC, for 
all intents and purposes. With 
new competition on the way 

GANNET /See Page 7 

WMAQ Phases Out 
Country For NewslTalk 
By Lon Helton and we think we can get a lot of 

their listeners. With (former 
NBC O&O and Country leg- News/Talk) WIND going away, 

end WMAQ /Chicago has offi- WMAQ /See Page 7 

cially changed to a News /Talk 
format, completing a formatic 
evolution which began two 
years ago. 

WMAQ PD Bill Gamble told 
R&R, "When we were on top of 
the hill as a Country station, we 
looked at how we could grow. 
Research, experience, and oth- 
er factors convinced us we had 
come close to maximizing our 
growth. We were at a 3.5 and 
couldn't see a lot of growth past 
a four share. We wanted to win 
longterm, and to do that some- 
times requires losing in the 
short term. Two years ago, we 
slowly began moving into Talk 
programming. Now that it's Tom Jimenez 
complete, we think the erosion At Gold/AOR combo XETRA- 
is going to stop and the growth AM & FM /San Diego, co -GSM 
will begin. Tom Jimenez has been upped to 

"As a Country station, we VP /GM, co -GSM Bill Arbenz 
were an island on the AM band. moved up to the corporate post 
Look at the AM dial and see of VP- Director /Sales & Sports, 
who's on top. WGN and WBBM and LSM Mike Glickenhaus was 
have tremendous audiences. promoted to GSM. The manage - 
We think both are vulnerable, XETRA/See Page 7 

JIMENEZ VP /GM 

XETRA 
Resets Team 

Beau Phillips 
KISW /Seattle Asst. Station 

Manager /PD Beau Phillips has 
been upped to GM at the herit- 
age AOR station, recently ac- 
quired by Nationwide Commun- 
ications. He's the outlet's sec- 
ond consecutive GM with a pro- 
gramming background, re- 
placing Steve West, who after 
seven years at KISW's helm be- 
came GM at crosstown KQKT 
two week ago. 

Phillips was named Asst. Sta- 
tion Manager two years ago. 
He's programmed the station 
for nine years, with the excep- 
tion of a brief period in 1983 -84 

when he left the station's day-to- 
day operations far a national 
programming post with then - 
owner Kaye-Smith. Prior to 
KISW, he served as MD and air 
personality at KYA -FM /San 
Francisco, KAZY /Denver, and 
KFMF /Chico. 

Phillips told R&R, "The 
response and the support of the 
staff has been fabulous. The 
salespeople are delighted; they 
realize the product continuity 
will be stable. The jocks are 
thrilled for me; their only con- 
cern is that, after being so used 

PHIWPS /See Page 8 
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Jones OM, 
Dancer MD At 
Heart & Soul 

At SMN's "Heart & Soul" serv- 
ice, PM driver Bob Jones has been 
promoted to Operations Manager. 
Swing announcer DeWayne Dan- 
cer has been tapped as MD. They 
replace the exiting Jim White and 
Scott Allen, who had held those 
jobs, respectively, since early this 
year. 

Jones has been with the R&B 
oldies format since it signed on last 
November. He earlier program- 
med WIGO /Atlanta and was a 
longtime air talent at KDIA /Oak- 
land. 

SMN's Robert Hall told R&R, 
"Bob has spent his entire life enter- 
taining and programming the kind 
of music that Heart & Soul is all 

HEART & SOUL/See Page 4 

ACQUISITIONS, NEW PROGRAMS PLANNED 

Kardashian Heads New MCA 
Radio Syndication Unit 

MCA Music Entertainment has 
announced the formation of MCA 
Radio Syndication, a new corpor- 
ate division designed to acquire 
and /or develop programming for 
national radio distribution. Bob 
Kardashian has been named Presi- 
dent of the new division, and is 
responsible for creating program- 
ming for all radio formats. 

Kardashian will report directly 

May GM 
At KSTP 

Peter May 

Peter May has rejoined Hubbard 
Broadcasting, coming aboard as 
GM for News /Talk outlet KSTP/ 
Minneapolis. He previously served 
with Hubbard at KSTP -FM from 
1980 -84, and spent the last three 
years as owner of KBXT /Duluth. 

May told R&R, "It's great to be 
back with Hubbard. It's a marvel- 
ous company to work for, with an 
excellent upper -management staff. 
I hope to make KSTP even more of 
a market player than it already 
is." 

May replaces Scott Meier, who 
left to manage KJJO across town 
(see separate story) . 

Select Promotes 
Donahue, 
Servick 

At Select Radio Representatives, 
VP /New York Sales Manager Scott 
Donahue was promoted to VP/ 
Eastern Regional Manager, and 
VP /Atlanta Office Manager Wil- 
liam L. Servick was upped to VP/ 
Southern Regional Manager. 

Donahue has been with Select 
(formerly Selcom) since 1980, 
when he joined the New York sales 
staff as an AE. In January 1981 he 
was named VP /Manager of Sel - 
com's Chicago office, and in 1984 

returned to New York as VP /New 
York Sales Manager. 

Servick joined Selcom in 1979 as 
a Chicago AE, opened the 
company's Philadelphia office in 
1979 as VP /Manager. He was nam- 
ed VP /Manager of the Atlanta of- 
fice in 1984. 

Select President William 
McHale commented, "Select Ra- 
dio is now in the process of building 
an even stronger station base. 
Toward that end, we are maintain- 
ing our successful regional manag- 
er structure. Scott and Bill have 
been a tremendous asset to our 
company, and they're very deserv- 
ing of these promotions." 

Bob Kardashian 

to MCA Music Entertainment 
President Irving Azoff, who com- 
mented, "It is exciting for us to at- 
tract an executive as talented as 
Bob to guide our efforts in this new 
MCA venture." 

Kardashian told R&R that the in- 
itial growth of the division will 
come from both acquisition and 
program development. "Syndica- 
tion is a field we think is open," he 
explained. "We feel there's room 
for growth, and since there is a lot 
of synergy between the various 
MCA divisions we want to tap into 
some of that energy. We plan on 
developing several new shows of 
our own, as well as acquiring pro- 
gramming or entire companies - 
it all depends on what comes up. 
We will not, however, gear up ten 
new shows to debut in 1987. We're 
going to go slowly." 

Kardashian, an attorney and fi- 
nancial investor, formerly was co- 
President of R&R Entertainment 
and handled R &R's business 
matters from its inception until 
1983. 

McCormick, Pilot Killed 
In WKRC Chopper Crash 

WKRC /Cincinnati's three -year 
air traffic reporter Nancy McCor- 
mick, 26, was killed early Tuesday 
morning (11 -25) when the leased 
helicopter she was riding in crash- 
ed in a nature preserve near 
Lunken Airport, approximately 
five miles from the station. Pilot 
Daniel Gould, 31, also died in the 

Meier GM 
At KJJO 

After three years with KSTP/ 
Minneapolis, GM Scott Meier has 
opted for the same position at Park 
Broadcasting's KJJO across town. 

Meier told R&R, "I was looking 
for a new opportunity. I wanted to 
be affiliated with a music station, 
and I wanted to stay in the Minne - 
apolis-St. Paul area. I was also 
looking for a company I could ex- 
pand with, and Park came along at 
just the right time." 

Park VP /Radio Division Bill 
Fowler noted, "We're very happy 
to have Scott's market knowledge 
and experience working for us. 
KSTP didn't seem to be going in 
the same direction he was, and 
luckily we were." 

Meier replaces Mike Waggoner, 
who left the Classic Rock outlet 
to pursue a career in television 
sales. 

accident. Although the weather 
was very foggy that morning, no 
official cause for the crash has 
been determined. 

WKRC lost contact with McCor- 
mick after her 6:35am report, and 
at 7:10, the station began asking 
listeners for information regarding 
the helicopter's whereabouts. 
Shortly before 9am, authorities 
discovered the crash site. It is 
believed that both McCormick and 
Gould were killed instantly by the 
crash. 

VP /GM John Soller told R&R, 
"Nancy was a real trouper, and a 
fun person to be around. She had a 
wonderful sense of humor, and 
wasn't just a straight -line reporter. 
Nancy would get caught up with 
the personalities, and was a part of 
their shows." Soller added that Mc- 
Cormick had served four years 
with WKRC, starting as a college 
intern. "Nancy was a pro, devoted 
to her work," he said. "I think she 
liked us all, and we certainly loved 
her." 

Funeral services were planned 
for November 28-29. The McCor- 
mick family has requested that in 
lieu of flowers that food donations 
be brought sent to area IGA 
grocery stores, which will 
distribute the goods to needy 
families during the holidays. 

MCA Hit By Sugar Hill Lawsuit 
MCA Records has been sued in 

federal court by Sugar Hill, the 
black music label with which it 
signed a distribution deal in 1983. 

The suit, filed in Newark Nov. 19, 

accuses MCA of conspiring to ruin 
Sugar Hill financially in order to 
obtain the Chess catalog at a 
"greatly deflated" price, and of do- 
ing so with the involvement of 
reputed mobster Sal Pisello. 

In response, MCA issued a state- 
ment saying that it is "outraged by 
the news that Sugarhill (sic) is ac- 
cusing it of violating the Racket- 
eer- Influenced and Corrupt Organ- 
izations (RICO) Act." Also, the 
company states, "Considering that 
over the past several weeks, MCA 
Records has confronted -Sugarhill 
with extensive evidence indicating 
Sugarhill's apparent massive 

fraud and material breaches in its 
dealings with MCA Records, it is 
obvious that this lawsuit is a bad 
faith effort to avoid facing MCA 
Records' claims and obscure the 
real issues." 

Joe Robinson is the principal 
owner and President of Sugar Hill, 
which is based in Englewood, NJ. 
The label was co-founded in 1979 by 
Morris Levy, whose stake Robin- 
son subsequently acquired, and 
Milton Malden. 

In its suit, Sugar Hill charges 
MCA with a number of improprie- 
ties, including that the major billed 
the label for phony transactions, 
that it failed to collect money owed 
to Sugar Hill, or to pay money that 
was collected. The alleged outcome 
was a financial crisis at Robinson's 

SUGAR HILL/See Page 8 

Lyndon Abeti 

Abell PD 
At WTIC -FM 

WTYX /Jackson, MS PD Lyndon 
Abell will replace Garry Wall as 
PD of Chase Broadcasting's WTIC- 
FM /Hartford. Wall, who departs to 
program KLZZ -AM & FM /San Di- 
ego, took the market- leading CHR 
to new highs in the ratings. 

Tom Barsanti, Chase VP and 
Ten Eighty Corp. Sr. VP/Pro- 
gramming, commented, "We're 
all sad to see Garry go. Lyndon has 
the right spark, and an exciting 
chemistry with me and the others 
here at the station. I think he'll be 
bring a renewed energy to what 
we're trying to do here at w l'IC- 
FM, and take us to new ratings 
successes." 

Abell, who has programmed 
WTYX for almost two years, has 
also worked at WNBC /New York 
as morning show producer for Don 
Imus, MD, and eventually Asst. 
PD. He told R&R, " `TIC -FM is a 

ABELL/See Page 4 

Daniels PD 
At WHB 

Don Daniels 
Don Daniels, who has program- 

med WMEX /Boston for Greater 
Media since 1984, has been named 
PD at Shamrock Broadcasting AC 
outlet WHB /Kansas City. He re- 
joins WHB & KUDL /Kansas City 
OM Jack Casey, who earlier pro- 
grammed WMEX sister FM 
WMJX /Boston. 

Casey commented that Daniels 
is "perhaps the best AM Oldies 
programmer in the country." He 
added, "Don is just the catalyst we 
need to recreate the legend of 
WHB. (Former PD) Jeff Roberts 
and I both felt that he needs to de- 
vote all his energies to the morning 
show, so Don became a natural 
choice for PD." 

In the summer Arbitron, WHB 
improved 12+ 2.9 -3.4, stepping up 
from 14th to 13th in the metro. 
Daniels commented, " Shamrock 
has the commitment and the re- 
sources to make working at WHB a 
fun and challenging venture. I can 
hardly wait to get started." Daniels 
has also programmed KRZN /Den- 
ver and WNBF /Binghamton, NY. 
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Yoder GSM At WWKX 
Elizabeth Yoder is the new GSM 

at Capitol Broadcasting Corp.'s re- 
cently acquired WWKX /Nashville. 
She comes to the CHR station after 
four years with KBPI /Denver, 
most recently as Sales Manager. 
She previously worked as an AE at 
WMC -FM /Memphis. 

WWKX VP /GM Tom Severino 
told R&R, "I'm really pleased to 
have a quality person like Eliza- 
beth here. We feel fortunate that 
she decided to make this move, and 
look forward to her becoming part 
of this growing team." 

Yoder noted, "WWKX is like a 
brand -new radio station. Coming 
from Sandusky, it's very exciting 

Abell 
Continued from Page 3 

great radio station, and Tom is a 
brilliant programmer, so we have 
so much going for ourselves al- 
ready. Despite WTIC -FM being at 
an alltime high, both Tom and I 
feel there is a lot of room for 
growth in revenue and ratings. My 
concern will be concentrated on the 
latter." Abell begins December 15. 

to be aligned with an equally ag- 
gressive and winning company like 
Capitol." 

James GSM 
At KHIH 

Three -year KNUS /Denver Sales 
Manager Keith James has been 
named GSM for SRO's KHIH /Eng- 
lewood (Denver). His other 
previous experience includes sales 
positions at KALE & KIOK /Tri- 
Cities, WA and KNDV -TV in the 
same market. 

KHIH debuted October 25 with a 
"Classic Hits" format, and recent- 
ly increased power from 30 kw to 
100 kw. 

SRO Broadcast Colorado Radio 
Division GM Joe Heslet comment- 
ed, "We are pleased to have at- 
tracted someone of Keith's caliber 
in a startup situation such as this. 
He has a solid, successful back- 
ground and he is assembling a su- 
perior sales staff." 

CBS /SBK Complete Sale 

Shown celebrating the completion of CBS Inc.'s sale of its music publishing arm 
to SBK Entertainment World are (l -r) SBK's Martin Bandier and Stephen Swid, 
CBS /Records Group President Walter Yetnikof1, and SBK's Charles Koppel - 
man. 

Heart & Soul 
Continued from Page 3 

about. I think he has a natural feel 
for it. He has the support of the 
staff people and he's going to do an 
excellent job for us." 

Dancer was most recently PD of 
B/U KNOK /Ft. Worth -Dallas (now 
KDLZ) ; he will also replace Allen 
as Heart & Soul's morning an- 

nouncer. Jones will continue to do 
afternoons, and there are no other 
staff changes. The appointments 
coincide with the format's gradual 
refocusing on R&B gold after be- 
coming more crossover -oriented. 
Current music, which had been a 
part of the format since its incep- 
tion, has been phased out, although 
some recurrents are still used. 

Tek Set As 
VP /CFO For 
SunGroup 

Arthur Tek has joined SunGroup 
as VP /Finance and Chief Finan- 
cial Officer. 

Tek, who will relocate to Sun - 
Group's Nashville headquarters, 
comes to the company from his 
position as Chief Financial Of- 
ficer /Business Manager for 
KMOX- TV /St. Louis. His financial 
background includes seven years 
with CBS, Inc. where he held posi- 
tions in St. Louis and in the network 
controller's New York office. 

SunGroup President Frank 
Woods said, "Arthur Tek's 
background in broadcasting will 
add an enhanced financial function 
to SunGroup's senior manage- 
ment. He has experience with one 
of the largest corporations in 
broadcasting, and he has directed 
all aspects of broadcast station 
financial functions." 
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Bryant GSM 
At WMZQ- 
AM & FM 

Nancy Bryant has been promo- 
ted to GSM at WMZQ -AM & FM/ 
Washington. An Account Execu- 
tive with the Viacom Country com- 
bo since September 1984, she suc- 
ceeds Paul Wilensky, who advanc- 
ed to VP /GM two weeks ago. 

"Nancy has been a major contri- 
buting factor to WMZQ's over- 
whelming success," said Wilensky. 
"Her strong people skills, coupled 
with her extensive knowledge of 
our business, make her the best se- 
lection for the job." 

Bryant commented, "I am de- 
lighted at the confidence Paul has 
shown in me, and I am pleased to 
be with a company such as Viacom 
that strongly believes in promoting 
from within." 

Bryant began her career in radio 
at WBOC /Salisbury, MD as a copy- 
writer. She worked in Washington 
at WASH and WGAY before joining 
WMZQ. 

NEWS 

WB Signs Bee Gees 

Returning to the record wars, the Bee Gees have signed with Warner Bros., with an Arif Mardin -produced LP due next 
year. Pictured (l -r standing) are Kragen & Co.'s Gary Borman and Harriet Sternberg, Barry Gibb, WB Chairman Mo Ostin, 
Robin Gibb, and Ken Kragen; (l -r kneeling) Mardin and Maurice Gibb. 

WEINBERG 

HANDLES RETAIL 

Dieterich GSM 

At WMRQ 
Nancy Dieterich has been ap- 

pointed GSM and Judy Weinberg 
has been named Retail Sales Man- 
ager at WMRQ /Boston. Dieterich 
joined the station as LSM in April 
1986, and had previously worked as 
LSM, NSM, and GSM at WBBM- 
FM /Chicago. Weinberg has been 
acting Retail Sales Manager since 
April, upped from an AE position. 

WMRQ VP /GM Robert VanDer- 
heyden commented, "Nancy and 
Judy's knowledge of radio sales 
and the Boston market gives aus 
all the right elements for an ex- 
tremely strong sales management 
staff." 

Dieterich and Weinberg replace 
Amy Kaplan, who's now Regional 
Sales Manager /New England for 
CBS Radio Reps. 
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