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FOUR RADIO GROUPS
RAISING CASH

As acquisition fever persists, Malrite,
Westwood One, EZ Communications,
and Olympic are raising a total of $275
million.
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HENRY QUIETS MINORITY
MISGIVINGS IN SALE

Ragan Henry’'s $28 million sale of four
radio stations raised questions about his
leaving broadcasting, but he assured
those concerned about minority
ownership that he’ll be back in 1987.
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BIRCH SUMMER
RATINGS CONTINUE

Birch 12+ figures for Atlanta, Dallas,

Denver, Indianapolis, Philadelphia,

Providence, St. Louis, and San Jose.
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AD DISCRIMINATION CHARGES AIRED

Democrats Batter FCC
On Minority Reversal

If an emotional House hear-
ing last week is a fair sign, the
FCC’s bid to repeal minority
license preferences enjoys little
or no support on Capitol Hill.

For three hours, Democrats
on the Telecommunications
Subcommittee blasted the five
Commissioners seated before
them for insensitivity to minori-
ty concerns. None of the few
GOP members present came to
the rescue.

“It was a shock and an insuit
to many,” Rep. Edward Mar-
key (D-MA) declared. ‘“Repre-

WCI Refutes Jackson

Warner Communications has
refuted the allegations of unfair
business practices and discrim-
ination against blacks contain-
ed in a recent letter from Rev.
Jesse Jackson to WCI Chair-
man Steven Ross (R&R 10/3).

Noll GM At

David Noll

Following the departure of
Dave Habisch, Malrite has
named David Noll as GM of
Sports-Talk/CHR combo
KRXY-AM & FM/Denver.

Malrite Exec. VP/Radio Gil
Rosenwald remarked, “I have
worked with Dave in the past,
so I know first-hand the high
degree of skill he brings to this
position. Dave knows Denver
and is perfectly suited to head
up our stations here.”

Most recently Noll was in-
volved with a Palm Springs-
based cable programming out-
let, Visitors Television. His
radio background includes
stints as VP/Radio at Denver-
based Sunbelt Communications
and GSM and GM at WGCL/
Cleveland.

Noll told R&R, ““I should have
never left radio to begin with. It
was a fun adventure in cable,
but radio management is where
I want to be. This market is
especially competitive, since
our main CHR target is one of
(former Malrite radio chief)
Carl Hirsch’s Legacy stations
(KPKE), so this becomes even
more of a rivalry between our
two companies.”

The company responded last
week with a statement stressing
its non-discriminatory hiring
and salary policies, the “total
commitment”’ of all three WCI
record labels to black music
marketing and promotion, and
the impartial credit policies of

WEA Corp.
But on another matter raised
by Jackson — that of WCI’s

business interests in-South Afri-
ca — the corporation revealed
that it would be divesting its
record operations there. A
spokesman emphasized that
this move was not in response to
the letter to Ross.

. Meanwhile, Jackson has step-

ped up his campaign to have
black radio boycott all Warner
Bros., Elektra/Asylum, and At-
lantic product until the issues
are resolved. He led a telephone
conference call Tuesday (10-7)
with black programmers from
major market stations and oth-
er prominent black music in-
dustry executives.

KJLH/Los Angeles GM Jim
Maddox, who participated in
the call, told R&R, “He was
basically calling to explain
what he’s doing, and to enlist
support. It appears that he’s go-
ing to get the cooperation he
needs.” KJLH has stopped re-

WCl/See Page 8

Carr Becomes ABC
VP/Entertainment
Programming

ABC Radio Networks has ap-
pointed Dick Carr VP/Enter-
tainment Programming. In this
capacity Carr reports directly
to ABC Radio Networks Presi-
dent Aaron Daniels and will be
responsible for developing en-
tertainment programming for a
variety of formats. This pro-
gramming will be mostly mu-
sic-oriented and will be made
available to all ABC affiliates.

Commented Daniels, ‘“Dick
has a proven record in radio
management and program-

ming and will be a tremendous
addition to our staff.”

Carr told R&R, “I am very
pleased to be working with the
best. I think very highly of ABC
Radio President Jim Arcara
and Aaron Daniels. We already
have a number of very success-
ful longform programs on the
air, and I hope to continue to
produce quality programuming
for the networks.”

Carr most recently was VP/
Marketing at Air Atlanta, prior

CARR/See Page 6

Carson Named OM,
Lawrence PD At KZFX

Shamrock Broadcasting AOR
Gold KZFX has hired Blake
Lawrence as PD/afternoons
and upped current PD/morning
man Ted Carson to OM.
Lawrence will handle music
and the airstaff, while Carson
will focus on marketing and
promotion. KZFX is a Classic
Rocker that plays one or two
currents an hour from a list of
about 15 titles.

KZFX GM John Dew re
marked, “From the start, it
was always intended that Ted

oversee the entire operation.
Blake, who will report to him, is
a great addition. He knows the
market, has deep roots in Class-
ic Rock from many years at
KILOL, and most important, isa
winner with a great attitude.”
Since the switch from Religi-
ous KGOL on September 8, the
only voices on the air were
drops and sweepers by San
Francisco-based Bobby Ocean,
Inc. Last week (9/29), Carson
and newsman Bryan Hill (ex-

KZFX/See Page 6

hensible,” said Rep. Al Swift
(D-WA). Hispanic Caucus
Chairman Estaban Torres
(D-CA) decried “the Dred Scott
decision of media law.”

Rep. Cardiss Collins (D-IL),
who chaired the hearing, as-
serted that the ‘“dismal” two
percent level of minority owner-
ship proves ‘‘that this is no time
for the FCC to turn its back.”
The hearing was scheduled to
coincide with the annual confer-
ence of the National Assaciation
of Black-Owned Broadcasters
(NABOB).

Bill Codifies Preference

Collins announced that she
and Rep. Mickey Leland
(D-TX) were introducing a bill
to codify the minority prefer-
ence policy. Leland accused the
FCC of attempting to ‘‘return to
the gloomy days when broad-
casting was a closed shop, an
old boys’ club to which minori-
ties and women need not ap-
ply.”

Three weeks ago, the FCC un-
expectedly told a federal ap-
peals court it believes minority
preferences are unconstitu-
tional. It argued that prefer-
ences were court-imposed, and
the FCC never had a chance to

FCC/See Page 15

PYLE TO KLMO

Smith GM
At KW

Jim Smith

KFRC/San Francisco VP/
GM Jim Smith has resigned
from the RKO Nostalgia outlet
to join Nationwide as GM of
CHR-formatted KWSS/San
Jose. He replaces Palmer Pyle,
who, along with KWSS GSM
Dayton Phillips and Business
Manager Michele Anderson,
will move to Western Cities’
KLMO/Longmont (Boulder),
CO.

Nationwide VP/Radio Steve
Berger told R&R, “This is a
very simple situation where a
group of people who had been
very successful with Western
Cities wished to return to their
roots, and we wish them well.
Jim and I are old friends from
our days together at ABC in the
early ’70s, and we’ve been try-
ing to work together again.
Since Jim lives in San Jose, and
because of his great knowledge
as a broadcaster, this move

made a great deal of sense toall
Of us‘” ‘/Sww/
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FORMATS
SLUGGISH

IN BREAKING
NEW ARTISTS

Ken Barnes conducts his
quarterly survey of the
radio formats’
achievements in breaking
new artists, and finds the
figures are static at best.

Page 36

RadioBusiness ................ 10
WashingtonReport . ............ 15
What'sNew .................. 16
Ratings & Research: Rip Ridgeway .23
StreetTalk ................... 24
RatingsResults. . .............. 28
Networks: Reed Bunzel.......... 30
Engineering. .................. 32
Management.................. 34
Image & Marketing:

Harvey Mednick ............. 35
On The Records: Ken Barnes ... .. 36
Datebook: SeanRoss ........... 37
Air Personalities: Dan ODay. .. ... 38
Calendar: Brad Messer .......... 40
Records: Adam White........... 41
CHR: JoelDenver . ............. 42
AOR: Steve Feinstein ........... 46
AC: DonnaBrake .............. 51
Black/Urban: WaltLove ......... 52
Country: LonHefton ............ 56
Nashville: Sharon Allen.......... 58
Jazz: BarbaraBarnes ........... 59
National Music Formats ......... 61
Marketplace .................. 62
Opportunities ................. 63
JazzChart.................... 69
CountryChart ................. 70
ACChart..................... 96
AORChart ................... 96
Black/UrbanChart ............. 96
CHRChart ................... 96

Severino VP/GM,
St. John Returns
As WWKX PD

Tom Severino has been named
VP/GM at Capitol Broadcasting’s
newest acquisition, CHR-format-
ted WWKX (KX104)/Nashville,
coming in from the same position
at WIRE & WXTZ/Indianapolis.
Meanwhile, Michael St. John, who
resigned two weeks ago as Region-
al OM at crosstown Republic CHR
WYHY (Y107) has returned to take
over as OM/PD at KX104.

Severino commented, ““Capitol is
the kind of growing organization I
thrive in. (President) Ken Johnson
has put together an aggressive
company, and we’re making a big
investment in returning KX104 to
the top. It’s fallen on hard times,
and we’re making the necessary
moves, such as hiring Michael St.
John, who was here when KX104
was number one.”’

VP/Programming Bill Thomas
added, “We're in Nashville to win,
and so is Michael. He’s proved it
for 13 years in this market.”

St. John’s first tenure in the
programming chair was for six
years before moving to Y107. He
told R&R, “This is like when Ray
Perkins went back to Alabama.
After being a national champion
and a football power, Alabama had
slipped. When Ray returned he
didn’t change the uniforms, he just

WWKX/See Page 6

WNSR VP Stripes

At Bonneville’s. AC-formatted
WNSR/New York, Program Man-
ager Bob Dunphy and GSM Mike
Valentino have been promoted to
VP/Programming and VP/Sales,
respectively.

VP/GM Mark Bench described
the promotions as ‘“the station’s
way of recognizing the extraordin-
ary contributions of both men in
helping to plan and execute suc-
cessfully the transition to the Soft
Rock format.” WNSR, formerly
WRFM, switched to AC from Easy
Listening April 17.

Dunphy became PD for the sta-

Gross GM
At WDJY

Gary Gross, former VP/Broad-
cast Standards & Practices for
United Broadcasting, has taken the
GM post for the company’s Black/
Urban outlet WDJY/Washington.
The post, vacant since E. Carlton
Meyers died last December, had
been held on an interim basis by
Jack Simpson, who resumes his
Asst. GM capacity.

Gross’s initial stint with United
spanned 1977-82, and he rejoins the
company after four years as VP for
National Tire Wholesale. Com-
menting on WDJY, which has im-
proved steadily 12+ over the past
year, he said, “It’s exciting to be
with DJ100 during such a dynamic
time in the station’s development.
We’ll continue our on-air theme of
‘less talk, more strong songs’ and
maintain meaningful community
involvement.” Gross’s radio back-
ground also includes broadcast
management, news, public affairs,
and engineering.

Christian
OM At
WGAR-AM
& FM

K
Jay Christian
WGKX/Memphis PD Jay Chris-
tian has been named OM for
WGAR-AM & FM/Cleveland.
Christian takes over for Tom Bar-
ney, who left to become PD at
WWKB/Buffalo (see separate
story).

Christian commented, ‘The
prospect of working at WGAR for
people of the caliber of (VP/GM)
Bill Weller and those at Nationwide
is very exciting, to say the least.
They are committed to doing what-
ever’s necessary to bring WGAR-
AM & FM to its rightful position in

CHRISTIAN/See Page 8
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Bob Dunphy

tion in 1984, having previously pro-
grammed Cleveland stations
WZZP and WLTF, as well as
WMGQ/New Brunswick, NJ. Prior
to joining Bonneville in January
1985, Valentino served six years at

Mike Valentino

crosstown WHN, holding AE,
NSM, LSM, and GSM positions
there. Both Dunphy and Valentino
will remain heavily involved in
WNSR'’s ongoing promotional and
marketing efforts.

RCA/Ariola Sets
Voluntary Layoff Plan

RCA/Ariola is looking to trim its
payroll through a voluntary layoff
plan, described by company Presi-
dent/CEO Elliot Goldman as ‘‘part
of an ongoing effort- to bring
overhead in line with revenues.”

Combining severance pay with
health care provisions, the pro-
gram has been offered to all RCA/
Ariola employees in its New York,
Los Angeles, Nashville, and Lind
hurst, NJ offices. This is believed
to total approximately 600 people.

The proposal does not extend to
those working at the firm’s rec-
ord/tape manufacturing, distribu-
tion, and warehouse facilities, nor
at Arista Records. Total domestic
RCA/Ariola employee count is
around 2500.

Although the company declines
to discuss specifics, long-serving
staffers apparently stand to gain
the most. For example, a 25-year
veteran would be entitled to one

RCA/ARIOLA/See Page 6

WSM, WKY APPOINTMENTS

Meyer, Lindahl New
Opryland GMs

The resignation of WSM-AM &
FM/Nashville GM Tom Cassetty
(see separate story) has prompted
the transferring of two other
Opryland USA, Inc. radio ex-
ecutives at WSM and sister station
WKY/Oklahoma City. WKY GM
Bob Meyer will succeed Cassetty,
while present Group PD Gregg
Lindahl will replace Meyer.

STEINMAN GSM

Meyer told R&R, “I spent four
days in the same hotel room with
Tom Cassetty at the NAB, and he
didn’t say a word about his leaving.
I was really surprised and very
happy for him. I fell in love with the
WSM properties long ago and have
fond memories. 1 was there when
we brought Gregg in and took

WSM, WKY/See Page 4

WWKB Names Barney
PD, Restores Music

Tom Barney has returned to
WWKB/Buffalo, where he did

“overnights from 1972-74, as PD,

and revealed that the station will

COOPER ASST. PD

Miller
Programs

WTPI

AC-formatted WTPI/Indianapo-
lis has named Steve Miller PD and
promoted morning man Steve
Cooper to Asst. PD/Production
Manager.

Miller has worked at crosstown
WNDE, WIFE, and WXLW, the
latter as PD. His appointment fills

MILLER/See Page 6

be returning to a music format
after deemphasizing records in a
full-service approach. “We will
still be a full-service, personality
station,” he said. “We will be going
back to being a music station dur-
ing the day, refining the music and
making some adjustments as we
go along. KB’s reputation is as a
music, hit radio station, and that’s
what we’ll be doing.”

Barney will also be OM for both
WWKB and sister station WKSE.
Prior to returning to WWKB, he
was PD/OM at WGAR-AM & FM/
Cleveland. Prior to that he was OM
at WIBA-AM & FM/Madison, and
PD for the AM.

WWKB VP/GM Jim Meltzer
commented, “I look at Tom’s
specialty as the three ‘P’s: pro-

BARNEY/See Page 6

Tom Cassetty

Cassetty
Forms
Southern

WSM-AM & FM/Nashville GM
Tom Cassetty, a veteran of more
than 18 years with the stations, has
resigned to become President/
COO of newly formed Southern
Broadcasting Corp., based in
Nashville.

Cassetty, who has been WSM
GM since 1981, formed Southern in
partnership with John Jones,
owner of several East Tennessee
newspapers. Jones is Chairman/
CEO of the new corporation.

“This is something I've always
wanted to do,” said Cassetty. “And
working for myself is the only way
I would have left WSM. I don't
think I ever would have gone to
work for someone else.”

Southern Broadcasting’s first ac-
quisition is WABD-AM & FM/Fort
Campbell, KY. Cassetty’s resigna-
tion will not become effective until
the purchase of WABD is final,
which is expected in early Decem-
ber.

Cassetty began his career with
WSM-TV as an AE and became
Sales Manager and GSM before
joining WSM Radio.

WIRE Back
To Country

Longtime AM Country outlet
WIRE/Indianapolis has switched
back to the format after a short-
lived, unsuccessiul stab at Oldies.
GM James VanSickle stated simp-
ly, “We picked up what we fzlt we
knew best.”

Previous owner MidAmerica
decided to ‘“‘experiment wifth the
Gold format and dropped Ccuntry
about a year ago,” VanSickle ex-
plained. Following research done
by new owner WIN Communica-
tions, which took over September 9,
it was decided to revert to Country.

“People wanted their country
music station back,” VanSickle
states. “The WIRE call letters fit

WIRE/See Page 6

Madrigal PD,
Saenz SM
At KALI

At Spanish outlet KALJY/Los
Angeles, Edgar Madrigal and
Rudy Saenz have been appointed
PD and Sales Manager, respective-
ly. On these changes, OM Gary
Mercer commented, ‘“Edgar’s an
astute programmer who knows
Hispanic music, and had great suc-
cess at WTAQ/Chicago with in-
novative ideas. As for Rudy, he
delivers a breath of fresh air into
our sales department. His exper-
tise is much needed and I know

KALI/See Page 6



NEWS

KCGL Format Change Follows Sale

KCGL/Salt Lake City will aban-
don its adventurous modern rock
format on October 25 when it goes
Religious. GM Richard Rees, PD
Del Williams, and 15 staffers have
already exited. The present format
is being maintained by temporary
staffers with minimal live announ-
cing until the 25th in order to honor
obligations to sponsors.

Plans are for KCGL to bring in
an automated Christian format
while also partially simulcasting
with its Religious sister AM,
KBBX. No decision has been made
as to whether the KCGL calls will
be retained.

The change comes on the heels of
KCGL'’s sale by Harold S. Schwartz
& Associates, along with six other
co-owned Religious properties, to a
group of longtime employees. The
group consists of Executive VP
Burt Kaufman, Secretary/Treas-
urer Dirk Hallemeier, and GM
George Spicer. The new company’s
hierarchy includes Kaufman as
President, Hallmeier as VP, and
Spicer as VP/GM. They will oper-
ate as the Mid-America Gospel
Radio Network, the subsidiary
name under which the seven sta-
tions had operated. The three new
owners have also purchased the

rights to that moniker from
Schwartz.

Besides KCGL, the Christian sta-
tions are: KXEN/St. Louis-Festus;
KXAK/Corrales (Albuquerque);
KXEG/Tolleson (Phoenix);
KQXI/Arvada (Denver); KSHY/
Cheyenne; and KBBX/Centerville
(Salt Lake City).

The purchase price, said Spicer,
was “in excess of $9 million.” No
broker was involved; the deal was
negotiated through Harold
Schwartz.

Spicer continued, ‘“The change is
no reflection on KCGL'’s format it-
self or the performance of any of
the people here. Rich Rees and Del
Williams are true professionals
who are very good at what they do.
It was a matter of economics for
us. We didn’t feel we had the
capital to invest in the format and
continue to maintain it at its pre-
sent level of success.”

The application has been approv-
ed by the FCC.

MCA Distributes, Markets Narada

MCA Records will market and
distribute two-year-old new age la-
bel Narada Productions through-
out the US. Two new Narada titles
will be released this month and the
label’s nine-record catalog will be
rereleased.

MCA Records President Myron
Roth commented, ‘“We’re proud to
enter the new age market together
with one of the music’s leading
companies in the field, Narada.
Their music is wonderful, and they
have a marketing expertise equal
to anyone.”

Narada President John Morey
added, “In entering into our associ-
ation with MCA, our primary con-

cern was to structure an agree-
ment that would best utilize the
skills and expertise of both parties.
Fortunately for us, (MCA Records
and Music Group President) Irving
Azoff and Myron Roth had the
same idea as well as a sensitivity to
our longterm goals.”

Narada Productions evolved out
of Narada Distributing, which be-
gan distributing new age record-
ings seven years ago. As part of the
agreement, Narada, which built a
sales foundation via alternative
retailers such as health food and
book stores, will market related
MCA records to these outlets.
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Rich Kahn

Kahn
Upped To

KMEL GSM

KMEL/San Francisco Local
Sales Manager Rich Kahn' has
been promoted to GSM for the Cen-
tury Broadcasting CHR. Kahn
came to KMEL in 1984 after serv-
ing as an Account Executive in Chi-
cago at coowned WLOO & WCZE
and WFYR.

Commented GM Paulette Wil-
liams, “Rich has a unique combin-
ation of sales savvy and charisma
which sets him apart from other
managers in our business. He’s
done an exceptional job for KMEL
as LSM, and I know he’ll continue
to escalate the growth we’re enjoy-
lng.”

Kahn, who considers KMEL ‘‘a
sensational CHR station in a very
competitive market,” holds a Mas-
ter’s degree in Advertising from
Northwestern in addition to his
communications degree.

WSM, WKY

Continued from Page 3

WSM-FM to number one. It’s still
ontop and I can’t wait to get back.”

Meyer first arrived in Nashville
in 1982 from his WLRS/Louisville
GSM to become GSM of WSM-AM
& FM and the newly founded Music
Country Radio Network. He was
transferred to WKY as GM in
August 1984.

Lindahl, who joined WSM-AM &
FM as OM in January 1983, told
R&R, “What do you say when
somebody asks you to be GM? You
say ‘I'm knocked out, thank you,
and we’ll do a great job.’

“Many of us, especially from the
programming side, wait for an op-
portunity like this to come along.
I’'m thankful that this is the kind of
company that looks to programm-
ing talent when it needs general
managers.

“I'm especially excited to go to
Oklahoma City because WKY is
made to be a winner. We are out-
radioing everybody in that market
and are going to continue to do it.”

Lindahl’s position as Group PD
will not be filled. He will serve in a
consulting capacity for WSM-AM &
FM, and said, ‘‘We have three fine
PDs in Jay Phillips (WSM (AM)),
Bruce Sherman (WSM-FM), and
Paul Johnson (WKY). I'll just be
acting as another ear for Jay and
Bruce.”

Prior to joining WSM, Lindahl
programmed KOMA/Oklahoma
City between 1980-83, and earlier
was MD at WDGY/Minneapolis
from 1977-80.

Borgelt PD
At WGH
& WRSR

Acting PD Sheldon Borgelt has
been named PD at News-Sports/
CHR combo WGH & WRSR/Nor-
folk. He replaces Al Brock, who left
two months ago.

Regional VP/GM Sandy Gold-
berg told R&R, ‘‘Sheldon has been
with Susquehanna for ten years
now, starting out at WLQR/Toledo,
and then spending time over at
WCWA & WIOT before rejoining
us. His background in production
at this station plus his AOR ex-
perience make for a perfect blend
in our CHR format.

“He’s the best Production Direc-
tor in the market. We figured if
Sheldon could transfer those skills
to our programming it would make
us sound great, and he has.” Bor-
gelt was attending a management
course and was not available for
comment.

In other station news, Cathy
Cobb has been named Promotion
Director, after holding a similar
position with Domino’s Pizza.
Goldberg added, “With her promo-
tional know-how and backgreund,
Cathy will make a great transition
from pizzas to pizazz.”

PolyGram
Adds ECM

PolyGram will distribute ECM
Records in the US and Canada as
the result of a new licensing deal
which covers both upcoming re-
leases and catalog titles. ECM was
previously distributed by Warner
Bros.

First albums under the agree-
ment are due in November, and
will be new recordings by Keith
Jarrett, Jon Hassell, Paul Bley,
and Lester Bowie’s Brass Fantasy.
Also included in this initial release
are eight catalog titles on compact
disc, from Jarrett, Pat Metheny,
John Abercrombie, Marc Johnson,
and Oregon.

ECM will be administered by its
current US head, Lee Townsend,
under the PolyGram Classics divi-
sion. Continuing with the label as
Director/Publicity & Promotion is
Kathryn King,

As Director of ECM, Townsend
will report to PolyGram Classics
President Guenter Hensler, who
commented, “ECM, led by its
founder Manfred Eicher, is an in-
novative, high-quality label whose
repertoire fits perfectly with us.
There is extraordinary potential to
expand upon it even further.”

Lee Townsend praised Warner
Bros. and Chairman Mo Ostin for
“a long and productive relation-
ship,” while describing PolyGram
Classics as “sensitive to the special
care that is necessary to effectively
handle ECM in the US and
Canada.” He added, “For the fu-
ture, PolyGram’s long-demon-
strated strengths in the compact
disc market will no doubt work to
ECM’s advantage, since our music

. is so well suited to the format.”
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ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
Willie Nelson
Ricky Skaggs
The Judds
2 ¥ TOP MALE VOCALIST
Nicolette Larson Steve Wariner Waylon Jennings Sgg&g\?v}':ﬁ):riss Jr
TOP FEMALE YOCALIST
Rosanne Cash
Janie Frickie
SINGLE OF THE YEAR

“Bop”—Dan Seals

“Grandpa (Tell Me 'Bout The Good Old Days)”’—The Judds
SONG OF THE YEAR (Awarded to the songwriter)
“Bop”—Paul Davis

“Lost In The Fifties Tonight

(In The Still Of The Night)”—Fred Parris

“On The Other Hand”—Paul Overstreet

HORIZON AWARD

Dan Seals

Dwight Yoakam

TOP VIDEO

The Judds— “Grandpa (Tell Me 'Bout The Good Old Days)”
Dwight Yoakam— “Honky Tonk Man”

George Jones— “Who's Gonna Fill Their Shoes”

ALBUM OF THE YEAR

The Judds— “Rockin’ With The Rhythm”

\EIQICAL GROUP OF THE YEAR
The First Family of Gountry MuSic ~ vocat ot or e Vean™

Crystal Gayle

Dolly Parton

Dan Seals

Nicolette Larson and Steve Wariner
Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson
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Smith
Continued from Page 1

Smith, who earlier managed
KEZR/San Jose, said, “One of
my many regrets in leaving is
that RKO is one of the great ra-
dio companies of all time. I also
regret leaving KFRC just as all
the indicators point to its return
as one of the forces in the mar-
ket.

“As I've continued to main-
tain my home in the South Bay,
T've been able to listen to and
have always admired KWSS as
a leading contemporary station.
While KWSS is the number one
San Jose station, it has a lot of
potential to realize. It’s exciting
to be a winner and still have a
challenge.”

Smith will report to Regional
VP Mickey Franco, and begins
his new assignment October 20.
A replacement at KFRC hasn’t
been named, nor has a replace-
ment been selected for former
KWSS PD Dave Van Stone, now
also at KLMO.

Barney
Continued from Page 3

duct, promotion, and people. He
knows the market and understands
the station’s heritage because he
used to be part of it. He will be
working very closely with WKSE
PD Scott Robbins.”

Asked if there was a possibility
WWKB would try to get back its old
WKBW call letters in light of the
station’s programming change,
Meltzer said, “I’d love to. We've
already dropped all reference to
WWKB from the air except at the
top of the hour; we’re calling it ‘KB
Radio.” ”

In other station news, Ron Stein-
man, who was GSM at WTRX/
Flint, MI during the three years
Meltzer managed that station and
remained there when Meltzer mov-
ed to WWKB almost two years ago,
has now joined WWKB & WKSE as
GSM. Ken Casseri, previously
Sales Manager of WKSE, is now
Sales Manager of both stations.

“Ron is by far one of the bright-
est young sales management pros
in the industry today,” Meltzer
said. “I'm really excited to have
him with us.”

Meltzer also mentioned that the
station is planning a reunion
November 14 and 15. “I want to
bring back a bunch of the old KB
jocks,” he said. “Also, morning
man Danny Neaverth’s 25th anni-
versary is coming up. He’s the
backbone of this station — always
has been.”

Jeffrey Taylor

Taylor

VP/GSM
At WYLD

After six years as Southeastern
Manager at CBS Radio Network,
Jeffrey Taylor has joined WYLD/
New Orleans as VP/GSM. Taylor
reports directly to Owner/GM Jim
Hutchinson, who commented,
“Jeff’s significant network and na-
tional sales experience will be will
be a great asset as we move along
in our local and national sales ef-
forts.”

Taylor, who worked as a Senior
AE with the National Black Net-
work before joining CBS, reflected
on his first station sales post:
“Having sold black demos, young
adult demos, and news nationally
for so many years, I feel my net-
work experience has groomed me
for this type of position. WYLD is
aiming for all the demos I've work-
ed for. It’s tremendously gratifying
to be able to put this knowledge
back into the marketplace. Rather
than sending a message by satel-
lite, I can now touch base with a
community.”

KALI
Continued from Page 3
we’ll work well together.”

KALI’s fourth programmer in
seven months, Madrigal was PD at
KWKW/Los Angeles and WTAQ
before connecting with KALI. A
former 7-Up executive, Saenz
replaces Jim Stratton, who left to
pursue personal interests. In addi-
tion, Flavio Silva is KALI’s new
morning man.

WWKX
Continued from Page 3

updated the playbook. This means
we're not changing calls or for-
mats; we’re simply updating our
sound. “I’'m happy that (Y107 MD)
Tom Peace will be joining me as
MD. And while Bobby Cook will no
longer be PD, he’ll be involved in
other areas, as well as retaining his
midday shift.”

NEWS

WIRE

Continued from Page 3

into real country music. There was
no country music AM outlet in In-
dianapolis, and we felt that the
Country format complemented
everything else we’ve got going.”

Asked about a Gold void in the
market, he replied, “From a 5.1
12+ in the last Country book to a
1.6 with Gold, I don’t know if there
is a Gold hole there to fill.

“The call letters were so iden-
tified with Country in Indianapolis
that people still thought of WIRE
as Country,” VanSickle said. “It
was my understanding that the
people of Indianapolis really
revolted against the change.”

WIRE has enlisted Transtar’s
Country satellite programming
system for daytime and late night.
The morning show is live, while
ABC’s Entertainment Network
provides Paul Harvey feeds; Larry
King and sports broadcasts run
throughout the evening.

VanSickle continued, “We're
very much a full-service station
with NBC news each hour, plus
Paul Harvey and Indiana Universi-
ty basketball and football. We’re
doing a little bit of everything that
has made the station successful in
the past.”

OM Dave Koffee will remain
with the station in that capacity.

RCA/Ariola

Continued from Page 3

week’s severance for each of the
first 20 years of employment, two
weeks’ severance for each of the
subsequent five years, and a one-
time 13-week bonus payment.

The plan’s availability is thought
to run to mid-October, and em-
ployees who accept and resign
would leave by the end of the

month. An RCA/Ariola spokesman’

emphasized that there are no
specific goals or quotas sought in
terms of the number of “volun-
teers.”’ Details of the package were
announced in departmental meet-
ings.

Goldman’s two-sentence state-
ment about the layoffs reiterates
his view (“as I said in my first
comments to our employees when I
joined the company last year’)
that RCA/Ariola’s overhead is too
high.

Rumors of staff cutbacks have
been circulating since earlier this
year, in particular after reorgani-
zation and redundancies within the
label’s sales division. Not ruled out
are “additional actions required to
reduce expenses as business condi-
tions dictate,” according to the
spokesman.

Randall
Becomes PD
At KKUA

Kelly Randall has been named
PD at Northpark Media’'s AC-
formatted KKUA/Honolulu, where
he will continue to cohost the morn-
ing show with partner Dan Cooke.
Randall and Cooke recently return-
ed to KKUA after two and a half
years at WZGO/Philadelphia.

Said GM Don Metzger said, “I'm
so glad to have someone with Kel-
ly’s abilities on board. His years of
major market radio experience,
combined with his obvious leader-
ship skills, will prove him to be a
valuable addition to our current
management team.”

“Unlike at many markets on the
mainland, music AM is still a vital
force here in Hawaii,” Randall
said. “AM radio is helped by the
topography of these volcanic
islands. With 10,000 watts at 690,
KKUA reaches the length of the
island chain with penetration in
most population areas that FM
cannot reach. KKUA is a legen-
dary set of call letters in Hawaii,
and with the great staff we've
assembled we’ll continue to be a
contemporary music giant out here
in the mid-Pacific.”

Miller

Continued from Page 3

the vacancy created when Mark
Edwards left the station for Boston
in July. Miller will be working with
Michael Hedges on the station’s re-
search, and also with program-
ming consultant Alan Sneed.

Miller told R&R, ‘‘Since adopting
the soft hits format a few weeks
ago, we’ve had real positive feed-
back. It’s exciting to be working
with Alan, and added to what we
know about Indianapolis, I’'m sure
we’'ll make the soft hits format
really big here.”

Cooper is also a veteran of Indi-
anapolis radio, having put 15 years
in the market, including stops at
WNDE and WIFE. He has been do-
ing mornings for WTPI since it
signed on two years ago.

KZFX

Continued from Page 1

crosstown News outlet KTRH)
went on live. This week, the rest
of the staff made its debut: Don-
na McKenzie from Bryant Col-
lege’s radio station on middays,
Catfish (R.W. Crouch) from
crosstown Gold KRBE (AM) on
nights, Shari Evans from
KGOL on late nights, and Chuck
Contreras from KRBE on over-
nights.

Lawrence told R&R, “The
phone response has been phe-
nomenal. People are so positive
about the station; it’s as if
they’ve been starved for this
kind of music. I really like being
part of a new radio station that
has no image to overcome; we
have nothing from the past to
erase. We can start fresh and
design the station the way we
want it to be.”

A 15-year radio veteran,
Lawrence has spent the past six
years in Houston. For the last
two he was on the air at CHR
KKBQ, with previous stints as
PD at AOR KLOL and Assistant
PD at KRLY. He’s also jocked
at Y100/Miami, WMET/Chica-
go, and WXKX (now WHTX)/
Pittsburgh.

Carson said, “Blake and I will
work together as a team in the
programming area. He’ll main-
tain the systems, research the
music, and oversee the jocks.
I'll oversee all broadcast opera-
tions, as well as promotions and
marketing.”

Carson joined KZFX in Aug-
ust after serving as KRBE'’s
Marketing Director and half of
CHR KRBE-FM’s Carson &
(Paul) Christy wake-up duo. Of
his 18 years in radio, 11 have
been in Houston, including
stints as PD of KSRR when it
was AC, morning man at
KAUM (KSRR’s old calls), and
PD of KXYZ. Carson has also
pulled shifts at Q107/Washing-
ton and WCAR/Detroit.

Carr

Continued from Page 1

to which he was VP/Program-
ming at the Mutual Broadcast-
ing System. Before that he serv-
ed for six years as Group VP/
Radio at Meredith Broadcast-
ing, and from 1973-74 was VP/
GM at WIL-AM & FM/St. Lou-
is. From 1970-72 he worked as
VP/GM at Meredith’s KCMO &
KCEZ/Kansas City, and be-
tween 1960-70 held several sta-
tion management positions at
Metromedia Radio, including
VP/GM at WIP & WMMR/Phil-
adelphia and at WNEW-FM/
New York.
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