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Robert Shirley, 120 East Ist Street, Santa
Ana, Calif.

Sirs: While looking through your
February 2 {issue, I discovered a pic-
ture of Dud Williamson, who is em-
cee of the program “What’s the Name
of That Song?” You did not, however,
have a picture of the two men who
play the piano.
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I would like very much for you to
write an article on the program and
give us pictures of the piano play-
ers. I think it is one of the few
really good musical and quiz pro-
grams on the air.

Timely suggestion. The story you re-
quest appears on page 36 of this issue.

*

Barbara Bond, 1502 “Cartagena
Long Beach 7, Calif.

Sirs: Even though many people

Street,

Che Ear Juspires the Pen

don't like the “silly” commercials,
I think they are cute. A good reason
for not minding them is that were it
not for them we wouldn’t have our
good programs such as “Twenty
Questions,” “Blondie,” “Dennis Day,”
and many others.

As other readers of Radio Life have
said . . - it certainly is .disgusting
that so many good programs are on
the air at once.

*

Don Lewis, 10321 Dunleer Drive, Los An-
geles 34, Calif.

Sirs: Just a short note to ask you
to tell me what “102” is, or means.
It is given over all networks.

It is a camfalgn by the Los Anfeles
Junior Advertising Club to cut down
traffic accidents and means thal one out
of every lwo persons will be injured
or killed tn traffic during his lifetime.

HEAD OF THE
PARADE!
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‘Max Adler, 28144 West Boulevard, Los
Angeles 16, Calif.

Sirs: You’ve got a wonderful maga-
zine of, by and about radio person-
alities and radio. You do give a true
portrayal and view. I must add,
though, that the program which I
enjoy very much, namely, “Counter-
spy,” is Interrupted by too much
commercial about “Old Nick.” So are
numerous other programs. Keep up
the good work.

Peggy Thomas, 478 Vermont Strcet, Al-
tadena, Calif.

Sirs: Maybe I have been a “Miss-
dit,” but have you had an article on
Margaret Whiting? If not, Is there
one for the future? Would like to
see Miss Whiting with a show of her
own. She has a lovely voice, one I
never seem to tire of. I'm sure many
people will agree.

Thank you for a grand magazine
with loads of good reading.

Not a ‘“Missdit.” See our February 9th
issue.

Lorraine Wilding, 1230 East Acacia, Glen-
dale, Calif.

Sirs: 1 like yout little magazine,
and try-to never be without it. Usual-
ly I don’t write about things, but I
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HIGH ON THE LIST OF FAVORITE
PROGRAMS ARE “KAY KYSER’'S
COLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWL-
EDGE” AND “DR. 1.Q.”, BOTH ARE
QUIZ SHOWS OFFERING AUDI-
ENCE PARTICIPATION.

Lew VYalentine
ITAAS TERETT S

LEW VALENTINE

introduced the
role of “Dr. 1.Q.” to the NBC Net-
work in 1939. Each Monday night
over KFI at 7:30 you can hear the
Mental Banker fire questions at his
studio audience, giving away silver
dollars for the correct answers.

Kay Kyser

KAY KYSER has been a favorite of
millions for many years. His famous
musical quiz show has been an NBC
feature since 1938. To test your
“Musical Knowledge” dial KFI some
Wednesday night at 7:30 and join in
the fun.

That's KFl—Dial 640

Advertisement.
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Red with a score of questions, this
is what he was prompted to do. Instead,
he restrained his temper and got busy with
his answers.

Ked Skelton

s
I o

o STUCK MIDWAY IN THE QUES-
TIONNAIRE, the mean widdle
kid vented his devilishness by tossing
the papers gleefully aside, then com-
posed himsell to continve answering.

Auswers 20 Ouestions

Tells About His Greatest Extravagance,
H:s Pet Daislikes, Temper, and Formula

for Successfully Flatteting the

Tuesday, 7:30 p. m.
NBC-KFI-R¥SD

1. Do you ever have the “blues,”
and what do you do to get rid of
them?

I try to stay by myself until I get.
it out of my system; there’s no sense
in bringing the other guy down too.

2. Have you ever had a gag boom-
erang on you? Describe the most
humorous.

Yes, the time I told our radw an-
nouncer the difference between a
rich “Okie” and a poor one, and that
the rich “Okie” had two mattresses
on top of his car. Brother! I can
still feel the repercussions from that
one! However, I think the outcome
was pretty cute. When I arrived in
Oklahoma City, all set for a state
bond-selling tour, the Governor met
me at the rairoad station in an old
Ford touring car . . . with two mat-
tresses on top!

3. What do you think is the nicest
way a fan can demonstrate his loy-
alty to the star?

By continuing to buy tickets to see
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their favorite performer work. I
think the nicest compliment I've re-
ceived is when they yell, “Hi, Red,”
just like they had known me all their
lives.

4. Which one of your movie roles
has given you the most satisfaction?

My latest picture, “The Show Off,”
because I was permitted to be a nat-
wral part of the story amnd didn’t
have to drop back to a stage routine.

5. Does anyone call you Richard
any more?

No one has ever called me Rich-
ard; it has always been “Red,” ex-
cept my mother, when she is an-
noyed with me.

6. Do you enjoy the.fact that peo-
ple expect you to be funny all of
the time?

For the most part, yes. Once in a
while it would be nice to relax and
keep my big mouth shut.

7. What has been your favorite
character portrayal during your ca-
reer in show business?

Junior, I guess; because, regard-

i MISSION COMPLETED. A bedrag-
gled Red slumps into the nearest
chair to recuperate. We didn’t mean to be
nosey, bub, and honestly it wasnt that
bad, was it?

less of age;, I think we are all kids
at heart on most things.

8. What is your greatest extrava-
gance?

Cigars. I don’t smoke, but I like
the big dollar size (and I have my
sponsor’s permission).

9. What is your idea of a large eve-
ning ?

Being able to spend an evening at
home, which doesn’t happen often.

10. Do you anticipate, or dread
television?

I'm looking forward to it, I’d like
working without a script.

11. Do you listen o the radio?
What is your favorite program?

Yes I do, and I’'m no fool. I like
all of them, right down to their last
commercial.

12. What would make you the hap-
piest man in the world?

We can’t ever have all of the
things we want. It wouldn’t be good
for us. So I honestly feel that I am
the happiest guy in the world right
now.

13. What do you want to be doing
twenty-five years from now?

Exactly what I'm doing right now,
with the same reaction.

14. Is there anything you won’t do
for a laugh?

Yes. I won’t play a practical joke
on anyone. I don’t believe in getting
a laugh at the expense of someone’s
hurt feelings or embarrassment.

15. What are some of your pet
dislikes?

Anything that even looks like a
cut-and-dried daily routine, because
then it becomes work. I also dislike

(Please Turn to Page 32)




Joan Davis have a mutual respect lor

one another's capabilities. At right

is Joan's lather, Le Roy Davis of St. Paul,
Minnesota, who happened to be visiting
Hollywood the day this picture was taken
for Radio Lile. The following morning, Mr.
Davis left for a month of big game fishing

at Acapulco, Mexico.
Robert Perkins Photo

PRODUCER DICK MACK, lci, and star .

SK producer Dick
Mack when he began
his kilocycle career
and he'll reply, “The
day after Marconi in-
vented radio!”

He did . . . almost. Mack’s matter-
of-fact recital of years’ experience in
vaudeville, on stage, writing and at
mike are substantial and tempting
enough to make many of Holly-
wood’s johnny - come - latelies drool
enviously. But you can’'t buy back-
ground like Mack’s. You have to live
it, the difficult way.

Mack (real name, Rutchik) doesn’t

Little Man, Big Show

Radio Life Award Winner Dick Mack,
with Priceless Background on Stage

and in Writing, Now Produces Joan
Davis Show, but Still Wants to Act

By Evelyn Bigsby

seem to have suffered in the scuffle.
He’s about five foot three, small-
boned, wiry, eagle-eyed, a driving
perfectionist, indefatigable (he can
stay up until 6 a. m. working over a
script, but always gets up at 8). He
drives miles to find bad pictures be-
cause they offer complete relaxation
(“You don’t have to work at it”), de-
vours mystery stories, loves the races.
He admits he used to have “a beau-
tiful baritone voice,” but thinks it
now has a gravelly quality attained
through “yelling at Santa Anita and
talking to stars” And speaking of
his voice brings us back to Mack’s
career.

He started by writing special ma-
terial for vaudeville stars like Red
Grange and Fanny Brice, then be-
came an original member of the
Provincetown Players. “A dramatic
actor I was then,” he softly snorted.
“Maybe we should forget this part.”

Along came a thing called radio
and Dick debuted as half the comedy
singing team, “Mack and Lennie.”
Lennie sang the lead and Mack did
the harmony in his “beautiful bari-
tone voice.” “Milt Gross. Lennie and
I wrote ‘Nize Baby,’” Mack recalled
with a wisp of wistfulness, “and

Lennie’s still a song writer . . . he
wrote ‘Boots and Saddles,’ y’know.”

National Recognition

WOR, then only a local New York
station, scheduled Mack and Lennie
in a regular half-hour weekly show,
“Musi-Comidettes,” an all-original
musical comedy which received rec-
ognition even in Canada and publi-
city throughout the United States.
This led to their being featured as
singing comedians on big shows like
the La Palina, where they warbled
songs like “Hundreds Have Millions
and Thousands Have Thousands, but
Millions Have Nothing at All” (when
you see that song title, can't you
just hear the boys?) Mack usually
wrote the lyrics and Lennie the mu-
sic for their numbers.

If a reporter were able to pin Mack
down as to the “learningest” time
of his life, he’d probably say it was
while he was in charge of all the
shows for three summers at the
Grossinger, Ferndale, New York re-
sort. “Everybody on Broadway came
up there on week-ends,” Dick re-
called glowingly. “For one show on
Saturday night we’d have Milton
Berle for the emcee, Abe Lyman, Ella
Logan, the Ritz Brothers, Betty Boop,

Mack Gordon, and Harry Revel. For
one show,” Mack re-emphasized with
pride and awe creeping into his
voice.

He produced, wrote, cast, and di-
rected the shows and thought noth-
ing of writing as many as seven-
teen different numbers for ohe per-
formance or staying up until five in
the morning figuring out some tricky
lighting.

During the winter, Mack “did
radio” in New York—stooging on the
Vallee program and working as a
dramatic actor at NBC. Now and
then he'd toss off a song or pen
special material.

“What am I?” he one day asked
Dick Mack. “Am I a dramatic writer.
a song writer, a comedian, or what?
Maybe I'd better concentrate on one
thing.”

And that’s how radio fell heir to
one of its finest today, Dick Mack.
producer of Joan Davis’ show and
Distinguished Award Winner in Ra-
dio Life’'s comedy production cate-
gory. For Mack repressed the ham
inside and went to the J. Walter
Thompson Agency as a writer for
the Joe Cook Show, on which Ed
Gardner, now “Archie;” was produc-
er. Ten years ago this coming April,
Mack artived in Hollywood to script
{.lhe original Chase and Sanborn

our.

“It was a hard thihg to do.” he
reminisced about his decision. “Anr-
one who's ever been a performer will
know how hard it was.”

Single-handed, Mack scrivened the
Bergen-Ameche-Eddy show for two
years. “I used to hate it.”” he recalled,
“when Edgar put Charlie in his case.
Charlie is so real. I was with Bergen
in New York—it was his first trip
there about 1933—when Charlie was
kidnapped—it was just as if an ac- °
tual person were missing.”

Farrell, New York Evening Tele-
gram reporter, as you may remem-
ber, ylelded to an urge to whisk

(Please Turn to Page 32)
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CLETE ROBERTS IS VETERAN COMBAT
CORRESPONDENT, and following the war,
he covered the atomic bomb tests in the
Pacific. Recalling the latter, he said, "We

Monday-Friday, 9:15 ﬁ.m.
KMPC

OMETIMES I've tested

news announcers (errone-
3 Jously called newsmen),”

Clete Roberts told us.
“Just after they have completed a
news broadcast, I've said to them
something like, ‘Say wasn’t that an
interesting statement that so-and-
so made on such-and-such?’, to which
they'll look puzzled and answer that
they didn't have that item in their
news releases, when ¢he fact was
that they had read that very item
on the air just a few moments be-
fore! Experienced announcers can
read copy with feeling without any
realization of what they are saying.
That may make for good announcers
—but not good newsmen.

“My thought is,”” Mr. Roberts con-
tinued earnestly, “that news read in
that manner is received by the lis-
teners in the same way. If the an-
nouncer doesn't know what he is say-
ing, how are his listeners supposed
to know? You can’'t blame listeners
for becoming annoyed when they
tune in a newscast and hear the
identical items repeated word for
word as they were read on another
newscast on another station a little
while before!"”

Mr. Roberts, veteran reporter and
newly-appointed Director of Public
Affairs of KMPC, guarantees that lis-
teners to “The Station of the Stars”
newscasts will find all of the above
remedied. Under his supervision, a
recently reorganized staff of quali-
fied newsmen now thoroughly edits,
skilfully re-writes and thoughtfully
delivers the dozen news broadcasts
KMPC currently airs daily.

Fine Backgrounds
This personnel includes George
Page Six

stood there waiting, wondering if the ocean
would open up and swallow us.”

Gene Lester Photo.

News-as You

O Want It

By
Lynn Roberts

Aqe Reporter Clete Roberts Is KMPGC’s New
Director of Public Affairs, Has Put Into

Operation Daily Schedule of Thoughtful,
Timely Newscasts Sans Teletype Repetition

Lewin as newsroom manager. Pre-
viously with the Citizen-News, Mr.
Lewin has fifteen years of newspa-
per experience (with New York's
Daily News and Journal American;
Washington’s Daily News and Times
Herald; Newark Star Eagle and
Los Angeles Examiner), and a radio
background (as radio editor for NBC,
New York; ABC, New York, and ABC,
Western Division). Assisting Mr.
Lewin as rewrite man is Maurie
Starrels, University of Chicago grad-
uate and Navy veteran, who was for-
merly an ABC-KECA newswriter and
associated with the San Francisco
Chronicle; Eddie Lyon, Marine Corps
combat - correspondent and radio
newsman; and Larry Thor, whose
career record covered six years as
correspondent and writer on Cana-
dian stations.

Well-known news commentators
now being heard regularly on the
710 spot on the dial are Fleetwood
Lawton, Frank Hemingway, Norman
Nesbitt, Sid Fuller and our inter-
viewee, Mr. Roberts.

Before the start of his own broad-
cast series, Roberts himself han-
dled the “Voice in the News” feature
of the station’s 10 p.m. newscast.
This consists of a personal, pre-
transcribed interview with a person
equipped to speak authoritatively on
a subject highlighted in the day’s
news. To secure these on-the-spot
chats, the station’s mobile recording
unit is driven to the interview scene.
In addition to the KMPC jeep and
station wagon, Clete puts to use his
own car for remote reporting assign-
ments, .as it is fully equipped for

shortwave broadcasting. He intends
to cover personally events of interest
at distant points as well as in the
nearby locale. These include cover-
age of the State Legislature sessions
in Sacramento and United Nations
conferences in the East.

Atomic Experience

A widely-traveled topflight corres-
pondent, Clete Roberts has told us,
in previous issues of ‘Radio Life, of
his interesting adventures during
his months abroad as a war corres-
pondent. At our request during our
recent luncheon chat, he added to
these with an account of his atten-
dance at the atomic bomb tests in
the Pacific.

“In the seconds before the explo-
sion,”” he related, “we stood there
wondering if the ocean were going
to open up and swallow us!’ Rob-
erts reported that he had been ten
miles away from the first test ex-
plosion, and only eight miles away
from the second. “From the latter
distance,” he related, “I definitely
felt heat and shock from the im-
pact.”

Since his return from that assign-
ment, reporter Roberts confessed to
leading a fairly normal life, save for
a few pleasure hops to romantic
spots in his plane. At the luncheon
table, we discovered his current con-
cern over a diet instituted by his
wife which resulted in his losing ten
pounds in two weeks. “Feel great!”
he beamed.

It was also obvious that he was
extremely enjoying his new KMPC

(Please Turn to Page 32)



CHICAGO ACTRESS BETTY LOU GERSON
accompanied her radio producer husband,
Joe Ainley, to Hollywood when he came

here to do “Those Websters” and she finds her-

sell as much in demand on the Hollywood

dio scene as she was in New York and Chicago.

Glimpse

of Gerson

By
Betty Hammer

E CAUGHT our first

glimpse of Betty Lou

Gerson in the role for

which she is best

known — soap opera
heroine. Betty Lou was standing at
the “Today’s Children” mike ready
to go on the air.

“Am I too weepy?” she called to
the producer in the control booth.
He signaled back ‘“no.”

“I think she really cares for him,
don’t you?” she asked, referring to
the characters “Marilyn” and “Car-
los”, 'who were about to be embroiled
in an emotional scene. The producer
nodded “yes.”

Betty Lou and her vis-a-vis, Bob
Cole as “Carlos,” then treated us to
a very fine example of “soap opera
art.” As clearly as the audience at
home, we saw the scene projected
by the actors and not their physical
surroundings. We were amazed at
the intensity of both performers and
later we got a chance to ask Betty
Lou about her soap opera technique.

“I think insincerity and tongue-in-
cheek performances are easily detect-
able by the listening audience,” she
smiled. “A soap opera is a wonderful
opportunity to grow with the char-
acter. In a half-hour dramatic show
you have to get right into it!” Betty
Lou claims to be unaware of the ges-
tures she goes through as she por-
trays .a harried heroine. A stray lock
of hair falls into her eyes, she raises
one hand wearily to her forehead,
in turn clenches a fist and strains
toward the mike. We described these
actions to her and she stared at us
in amazement as we told her'“I do?”
she exclaimed.

Betty Lou has been in Hollywood
only since September and has met
so many of her former associates and
friends here that she says “It's just
like being in front of the Wrigley

»

ra-

Chicago Lost Betty Lou Gerson to
Hollywood Radio and Gave Us Our
Chance to Give You a Close-up on
This Favorite of Soap Opera Fans

Building in Chicago!” Her radio act-
ing career has blossomed mostly in
Chicago, with some time spent in
New York.

Chattanooga, Tennessee, was her
birthplace and she was raised in
Birmingham, Alabama. “But where’s
your Southern accent?” we won-
dered.

Dollars Beckoned

“One day in Chicago and 1 had
lost it,” she laughed. “And in three
months at the Goodman School of
the Theater I picked up a phony
British accent that took me ages to
get rid of!” While an impressionable
student at Goodman, Betty Lou
heard rumors that you got paid one
dollar for every line you spoke over
the radio. “One line—one dollar. For-
ty-eight lines—forty-eight dollars!”
she reasoned, as she decided that
that was the job for her. She dashed
right over to the NBC studios and
took their general audition. Quite
matter-of-factly she accepted her en-
suing success—a few small parts and
then leads, replacing a vacationing
actress.

“It suddenly hit me one night in

the middle of a ‘First Nighter’ broad-
cast,” she recalled. “I realized I was
playing the lead on a coast-to-coast
show and I almost fainted. Another
actor had to reach over and prop me
up!” Some of the Chicago shows
with which Betty Lou has been iden-
tified are “First Nighter,” “Grand
Hotel,” “Win Your Lady,” *“Mary
Marlin,” “Arnold Grimm’s Daughter”
and “Midstream” (* ‘Julia,” whom the
currents of life had caught,” she
reminisced.) However, her favorite
role was that of the Negro comic on
the Tom Mix program.

As her favorite type of part, Betty
Lou picks “a lead with facets, if you
know what I mean.” She claims she
can’t play very young ({(seventeen-
eighteen-year-old) ingenues at all—
unless they’re Southern! Two parts
she would love to play sometime are
“Mildred,” the waitress in “Of Hu-
man Bondage” and the leading fem-
inine role in “The Guardsman.”

On the personal side, she can’t
stand to have anyone else mark her
script for her . . . hates to be told
that a show is going to be wonderful
before she goes on . . . is in agony if

(Please Turn to Page 39)
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Che Ear Jnspires the Pen

tContinued from tage 3j
want to avail myself of the “Ear
Inspires the Pen” column to ask . ..
why did they put Dennis Day, Jack
Carson and Bing Crosby all on
Wednesday at 9 o'clock?

I used to listen to Dennis Day each
‘Thursday, and now I have to listen
to either Dennis Day or the other
two. Can anything be arranged?

*

Arvid N, Carkor, 250 West Foothill Boule-
vard, Arcadia, Calif.

Sirs: I am a steady reader of Radio
Life, and enjoyed
your Seventh An-
niversary issue
greatly, with one
exception.

Among the pic-
tures from ‘“One -
Man’s Family,” 1 1
failed to see one -

“

of Barbours' old- v 4 ;
est daughter, Bernice Berwin is
Hazel. “Mazel.”

As a great ad-
mirer of the program, and of Hazel,
it would please me very much if you

Mrs. C. M. Willis, 617 West 4th ‘Street,
Long Dsach 12, Calif.

Sirs: We enjoy Radio Life very
much, and like the pictures of our
radio performers.

We would like to see a write-up
and _pictures .of the “Baptist Broth-
ers,” of KXLA, also of the “Haven of
Rest"” program with “First Mate Bob
and the good ship ‘Grace'.”

Can you tell us, too, if David
Harum will be back on the air some-
time? That was such a good program.

When “David Harum™ switched from
NBC to CBS it ceased to be heard lo-
cally, but there is still a chance that il
will come back to the coast. We'll keep
your requesis in mind, and thanks.

*

Ann Chanstor, 123 MNorth Swall Drive, Los
Angeles 36, Calif,

Sirs: Congratulations on your Sev.
enth Anniversary issue of Radio
Life.

Can you tell me what happened to
the Dave Rose program? I-think it
was one of the best radio shows fea-
turing music. Will it be back on the
air...and if so, when?



