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r U. S. STEEL HOUR 
again presents radio's award -winning 

'lheatre Guild 
on theAir 

Another big year of outstanding stage and 
screen hits! Coming up this season: The Third Man; 

Come Bonk, Little Sheba; The Fallen Idol; 

There Shall Se No Night; Edward, My Son; 

A Farewell to Arms... and mony morel 

SUNDAYS 4 
8:30 P. 

NBC NETWORK 

) ..Amos .Z.v+1If1A 



* * * * * * * * * 

LIFE OF ARTHUR GODFREY 
If you liked the opening installment on 

the life of the Busk Finn of radio and tele- 
vision, you will not want to ndm this second 
thrilling installment on the life of the nun 
who attracts b million listeners every time 
his face and v e projected o radio 

and television. Thisanstallment deals with 
his early days and youth. You will learn 
aw thrilling Ihìngs never told till n 
bout the man all America Ian® and ad- mires. Also. a new Godfrey lover picture. 

SID CAESAR 
The w n sensa- 

tion of television 
whom critics have 
compared with the 
great Charlie Chop- 
lie. An absorbing in- 
terview the 
Young mu an who is at 
the tap of the lad- 
der of TV fume. 

OTHER FEATURES... 
* Seat at the Dial by Seal Careen 

* bear Mr. Ambeny by Jobs J. @e bony 
* Magic en a Platter by Sammy Raye 
* Whedaaitt -First It e series on your 

f its radio and iV defectivas 
* Heme ea fbe Ranga, the story of Fibber 

McGee & Molly 
* OD the Air by Wial Moore 

PLUS ... 
"Am. Jenny" complete novelette 

basad ea the farness daytime serial. 
"This Is Nero brake" - templete sfery 
told In pictures. 

11A110 I3EST 
DECEMBER, 1950 VoL 3, No. 6 

PEOPLE AND PROGRAMS 
O. Radio 

Abby Lewis 5 
Dine Joekey Jun Former 6 
Move Over for lass Franklin 11 
My Most Memorable Christmas...by Jim "Fibber McGee" Jordan Ii 
"Strike It Rieb" by Judith Canada 18 
How to `Stake It Rick" Comma - 19 
At Home With the Eta Stones- Picture Story 20 
Two to Make Manic by Duane Valentry 23 
Life of Arthur Godfrey by Robert Edwards 26 
"Backstage Wife" -Story in Piemees 30 
A Briefcase in My Arms by Portia 34 
Snag Opera Grows Up 46 
Salute to Be. Katmai, 61 

O. Television 
The Real Milton Berk by Ligie Dement 14 
TV Twine 29 
Glamour an Video 39 
Entertainment on the TelesWon Sereee -TV Program Ice 54 

A NEW SPECIAL FEATURE 
Yours For the Asking by Faye Emerson 28 

RADIO NOVELETTE 
A Verdict for Lose--"Right m flapteoem .... by Audrey Ashton 40 

FEATURES 
Who Is Ito by Dan Seymour IO 
Wheel of Fmee-- HaodmNWq Analysis by Holly Shaw 12 
Dear Mr. Audios, e by Jobe J. Aethauy 38 
What's on Tone Mimdy- Readera Radio & TV Clinic 

by Ben Craver 56 
Shopping With Kathi Norris 60 

DEPARTMENTS 
Lettern to the Editor 6 
OR the Air by Wird Moore 8 
Listeners' Panel Chooses Ten Favorite Radio & TV Programs.... 36 
Say It in Poetry by Shelley Kest* 44 
What's on the Air-Radio Program Lag 50 
Music on n Platter- Reeordr @ Reviews by Sammy Kaye 53 

EDWARD BOBLEU, Editor 
ro gditm JS8Otl8 OTH. wrt P tlÁÌLeR wuxne nr 

cktl .Pr 
erF 'dn. 

e 
Ñe0laea R..r 

r. fe 
8e1d Ñewt.ti, lr.e 

e Mde 5daar 

Hetm tle ern, yispnm g.eesreA 

HAROLD 4 CBOBSh1AN. PaNYhrr 



n.Q.see4'9 g4 .. . 

Abby Lewis 

ABBY LEWIS, who plays Ada Overton 
on NBC's "The Road of Life," explains 

her one great extravagance -fora -in this 
way: "Fun make me feel like a lady. 
They sort of help cover up the fact that 
I'm a pioneer's daughter 

For Abby is a direct descendant of 
Meriwether Lewis, of the historic Lewis & 
Clark Northwest Expedition. Her mother. 
a schoolteacher and newspaper corres- 
pondent, and her father, the Reverend 
Hunter Lewis, were rtual pioneers in 
their own right, settling in New Mexico 
before It was admitted to the Union as a 

state. Until his death a few years ago, 
Father Lewia was known throughout the 
Southwest u "The Padre of the Rio 
Grande." 

Abby liked to tag along with her father 
on his missionary trips and she gives this 
childhood pastime credit for her versatil- 
ity as an actress. Abby would return in 
the evening after a day with Father 
Lewis and be "the person we met today" 
until bedtime. This was good practice 
for her career: in Broadway's production 
of "Macbeth," she was witch, and in 
"You Can't Take It With You," besides 
playing the Russian duchess, she subbed 
for the ingenue, the ballet dancer and the 
actress. 

Acting as a life's work was furthest 
from Abby's thoughts until she entered 
New Mexico State College where she de- 
voted herself entirely to the arts, espe- 
cially drama. After receiving her BA., 
she taught dramatics for a year in a New 
Mexico high school, working at the same 
time with stock and repertoryth cones 
and then began touring with various 
theatre groups. 

When she hit New York, the Broadway 
stage immediately welcomed her. And 
since her first ork audition ten years 
ago, Abby has done an average of one 
broadcast a day, including Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

Abby is heard 
of 

on four other 
NBC shows- "Light of the World," 
"Eternal Light," "The Big Story" and 

Randof 

Playhouse" -besides "The 
Road of Life." Of late, her special talent 
for portraying hags and witches has 
tended to type. her. Overjoyed with 
the role of Ada Overton, she says, "Ada's 
mrh a lovely, normal woman. rd almost 
forgotten there were any such left." 

°I was watching am i.ttv.atie.ml 
keenly óee.ate.test, rie. sadde.ly...' 

RADIO 
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sign of dependable service. 
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this month's 
disc jockey 

Heel A. qeeeeee 
Ney Ida their music 

Y 
[ eent.T 

vt or 'N a mountain 
twang. folks around entera like the 
man on WAGA who entertains daily 
with n. musk lay record and vanarip- 
flan 

WAGA's Disc Jockey. Jon Farm- 
er. 4 As feet mn, has dark lite, and 

smile that's band over ay. 
with 

thirty, 
tan audiences someday. 

Re's Viet', a vetaran of the Mrmy 
Mr Forces. 

Oak 
Lea won Ne air Medal 

with nine Oak ,rai 
veteran 

and seven 
campaign surs, and in Ne 
and ye, having celebrated ove 
and o hen rely of mortes life. 

Duly hillbilly and musical stook 
shows den 

Alley" 
taco ion 

ruled "Teen Pans keep Jon busy 
week, He early 

edition 
in Me morn- 

ing with an earl" enierta of Ne "Hill- 
billy Hit Revue," entertains a m `Early 
Worm $how" t- la at d:at 
o'clock 

pm 
with "Georgia Hatlerno and at 

sien broadcasts afternoon 
aeon of "Hillbilly 

the 
Mit Ressué' on which 

the 
Nd cop three hillbilly hits 

of the day and a special hillbilly sGr 
of the deb. 

Jan was ism in Jasper, and 
and rereivcdlin 

Birmingham, 
and Ala- 

bama. education in Birmingham, y Ala- 
bama. attended the 

dramatic 
na of 

Ambwna and 
Blum 

Ven. c aveeh- 
Agfrom Otto Blum Vienna. Austria. 
CB student John B. Galiote¢ 
CBS, studied radio production and 
journalism. 

orld War U he served as a 

radio operator and gunner on B -M's 
in the Fifteenth Air Fora and par- 
ticipated in fifty missions In the ETC. 
Prior to his work with WAGA as 
feature announcer, Jon did feature 
work at WHRC, Birmingham. Ala- 
bama. 

Hù wife, the former Alice Harlon. 
has been head of the traffic depart- 

ms al WAGA several 
Among the lebrities who have 

been guests on Jana "Hillbilly Hit 
Revue are: Ernest Tubbs, Tex Ritter. 
Bob Wills, AI Dexter and Eddy Arnold. 
Visiting movie stars like Ruth Warrick 
Barbara Hale ana Bill Williams have 
gotten up earlier than usual to appear 
on the "Early Womi' show. 
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letters 
to the 

editor 
Arthur, the Great 

To The Editor: I 
think the serenest 
guy on TV and radio 
is Arthur Godfrey. 
When he talks he is 
frank and tells you 
just what he thinks 
from his own experi- 
ences. Believe me. he 
(mows because he's 
been through 

a 

lot 
and has had jobs from 

dish washing to mining. His voice sounds 
as H he is your best friend and that laugh 
sure gets you I'll always love him and his 
Girl Friday, "Mng" 

Joys Warming 
Meriden, Connecticut 

Tao Mach Soap? 

To The Editor: Why an much time spent 
on those endless, foolish daytime serial 
'actors" in your magazine? A series de- 
voted to the great artists of The Tele- 
phone Hots would be much more ap- 
preciated. You should have one article 
each on such loved seam as Iturbi, Pinta, 
Rise Stevens. Marion Anderson, Lily 
Pons, etc These are all great names that 
are on the air to many million listeners. 

Haan Foeaes 
New York City 

In Defense of Berk 
To The Editor: In answer to Miss June 
Knuck's letter in Your April issue, I wish 

to that a truly great showman like 
Milton Berle will never ease from being 
in the limelight. I was among the many 
phone operators who volunteered for the 
Cancer Drive Fund, to which Mr. Berle 
and family contributed endless hours of 
work to help fight this dreaded disc 
In conclusion. the entertainment given to 
at by Milton Berle will long live in the 
hearts of those that appreciate and favor 
Mtn as Na. 1 on TV. 

Mme MARSHA WAaaaHAN 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Coming Soon 
To The Editor: Congratulations on your 
recent article on Margaret Whiting. I 
think the pictures are by far the best ever 
published in kny magazine. How about 
one of them becoming a full page picture 
in color, someday real soon? 

Joss M. Gaaar 
Hartford, Conn. 

Autry Fan 
To The Editor: You sure are giving us 
the RADIO BEST when you give us 
stories about our one and only favorite 
Cowboy Singer, Gene Autry. Thanks a 

million, for 1 have met both Gene and 
Ina and they are lovely people. Please 
give us more as soon as you can. 

Ma. Emmasa Joassos 
Bloomington, Indiana 

Information Please 
To The Editor: We enjoyed the novelised 
version of "Dragnet" in your April issue. 
Now how about an article giving the de- 
tails on how the program is put together? 

We feel that "Dragnet" is just about the 
best of all the crime shows on the air, 
presented with more good taste and in- 
telligence than any of the other programs 
in the same category. In fact, in our opin- 
ion, it makes most of the others Fermi 
silly by comparison. Principal actors, 
Jack Webb and Barton Yarborough 
(above), both turn in consistently excel- 
lent performances week after week. We'd 
like to know more about them. Inci- 
denmlly, we don't agree with reader 
AMR., who thinks your magazine is 
"too windy?' To m, it's perfect as la. 

Mao. G. GmaMAN 
Los Angeles California 

Address letter and pictures to 
Editor of RADIO BEST, 9 West 
57th Strat, New York 19. Only 
signed comments will be considered 
or publication. 



important announcement 

M 
AZ1NV tat 

is the 

new name 

for RAMO BtST 

BEGINNING with the next issue - this magazine, 
known by hundreds of thousands of troe and loyal 
readers as "Radio & TV Best" will change its title 
to "TV Scacco Magasine." 

The change of name reflects the tempo of the 
times. Radio is no longer the chief medium of ma. 
entertainment. Radio it destined to be completely 
absorbed by television - and motion pictures, the 
giant visual entertainment medium before the 
advent of television - is now also destined to be 
swallowed up by the video screen. 

Than the merging of the mighty three - radio, 
television and motion pictures, actuates the need 
fora national magazine devoted expressly to the 

'Combined with Reato BEST 

most potent ma. entertainment medium the world 
has ever known -TV. 

It is therefore fitting, that Reate Bass magasine, 
dedicated to serving the nation's home-entertain 
ment fans, should assume the progressive leadership 
dictated by the progress of time. 

Those of us who have been identified with Reato 
Boor since its inception, are proud of the contribu 
tion it has made during its years of service to the 
nations Radio listeners. 

As TV Sconse Magazine, we rededicate ourselves 
to you our loyal readers-with the hope that you 
will share with no the faith and confidence we hold 
in the future of continued American progress. 

THE Romans 
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Keefe Braseelle and concore.a Jo Stafford meet for the first Wolter R'inehell noeht o,, I, t,,,,,k "i n vive 
time over e cup of coffee et Hollywwd's Brown Derby. dart. Ti,,. °erasi wv. the testing i non Altee microphone. 

Itr,derirk Cranford, Ilinah Shore and enwee en< Steve Allena 
u 

huddle 
before reeent ail -star Lroadcael io tribute to Steve. favorite dir. Locke. 

the Qir 

Elio Iiw, .Ameriei "after forty" star, ricin with Holly- 
wood'. Imella Panons foe ebb chat sad intenieee. 

Beautiful Lucille Seeu,an, "Railroad Hour" master, pars 
with maceteo firmen D hile awaiting "on -air" eigeol. 

by Willi Moore 

L EN DOYLE, the "Harrington' of "Mr. District Attorney," 
built hie own home in Milford, Pennsylvania. The 

famous radio detective b a modernist who employe every 
modem convenience within his means -thus his home is 
equipped with every serviceable gadget imaginable. 
Everything, Dut la, except a telephone. He hates phones. 
To contact Doyle in a hurry, Ed Byron, the shows director, 
tutifies the State Police. 

Guy Lombardo knows how to keep the family fortune 
in the family. Guy's famous East Point Houx Restaurant 
in Freeport, Long Island, has the mismis as the super - 

r; his brother-in-law, William Frey is manager; Mrs. 
L's sister, Viola, is purchasing agent and Bill Frey's 
daughter, Bonnie, is cashier. And Guy is leader of the 
whole band. 

We liked Arthur Godfrey's cute poke at the national 
magasines designed to attract the male eye. "You know 
thou magasinees with the Pin -or gal Pieturea ?" he asked. 
"You know -Peek, Night and Dey. See, Look, Glance. 
Well, Fm going to put out one especially for men over 
45. It's called Squint." 

At a recent New York Party we reminded Bill Hopnlong 
Boyd that his original version of "Hopalong" called for 
a limping cowboy, an infirmity long since abandoned. "Did 
you ever forget to limp for the camera ?" we asked. "No,' 
he replied, K always had a pebble in my shoe while on 

Geo< Raymond. Alls.'s "Antesina Mr. 
Malone." and our Jeannette MacDonald. 

Teri Keane, "Chi Chi" in "Life Cin Ile Beautiful," and 
John larkin, also radio star, pox after recent marriage. 



By Dan Seymour 

10 clues are presented about 
sorted radio or TV person- 

ably. G you identity h.m on 
the first clue, acore 100°4 for 
yourself. Deduct 10% for each 
additional clue you require. 

1. He is currently starred on 
a WARD -Du Mont net- 
work program bearing his 

2. He as bon, in San Fran- 
cisco, December 12, 1912, 

the son of a concert violin- 
ist. 

3. His seen year old son 
Gregory, has appeared 
with him on many radio 
and television programs. 

S. Recently, he was named by 
the Custom Tailors Guild 
as one of the Ten Best 
Dressed Men in America. 

5. Asa special material com- 
edy writer in Hollywood 
some years ago. he turned 
out material for Fannie 
Brice, Joe E. Brown, Mil- 
ton Berle. Clark Gable, 
Robert Taylor and others. 

6. Although famous as 
comedian, he her written 
many hit songs, including 
"Rum And Coca Cola" and 
"Why Oh Why Did I Ever 
Leave g ?" 

7. Once, he was doing so 
many radio shows that 
Fred Allen remarked, 'The 
only thing we can tom on 
in our house without get- 
ting is the water 
faucet." 

8. Will Rogers was im- 
pressed by his talent that 
he encouraged his start in 
show business and regard- 
ed him as a protege. 

9. His wife is the famous 
beauty, Kay Patrick, a 

professional model. 
10. His comedy program o 

head every Thursday. 9 to 
9:30 P.M. over WARD -Du 
Mont and is called the 
"Morey - Show." 

Answer and pbtnre on page 60 

Off the air.. 

location" 

Edward Stevenson, famed film nyllat, 
math Ann Sheridan, Linda Darnell 

and Maureen O'Hara for TV stardom. ALI 
three, he claims, have the most perfectly 
rounded shoulders and they look even 
better bared. Miss Sheridan, he says, has 
the ideal average American trim -and- 
slim streamlined figure. So for the rec- 
ord, here are Ann's measurements: 5 feet 
six inches tall In stocking feet, 371/2 inch 
bustline. 26 inch waist and 34 inch hips. 

Emcee Jahn Reed King who don not 
sport a mustache, found out exactly what 
he wanted to know when he asked a lady 
contestant on his "Chance of a Lifetime" 
program how it felt to kiss a man with 

mustache. The woman, whose husband 
has one, retorted, "It's Ilke going to a 

picnic through a lot of underbrush and 
when you finally gel there, it's terrific." 

Here's a bit of news of particular inter- 
est to ou neighbor, John J. Anthony. 
Resesrch on divorce, conducted for an 
Edward Morrow news broadcast, revealed 
that individuals, like nations, often split 
op for secondary unimportant reasons. A 

thatn got her divorce on the grounds a 

her hosband psychoanalyzed her 
every single night, another on the sole 
grounds that her husband took an inven- 
tory of the icebox to be sure she didn't 
eat anything while he was away! A man 
secured his separation because his law- 
fully wedded wife threw ice water on him 
to wake him up. A woman agreed to on 
uncontested divorce, provided she got 
curdy of a three -year old collie dog. 
The husband agreed, provided he got rea- 
sonable visitation rights to see the dog! 

Now it's a "Soap Opera Listeners' Club" 

sproutlrrg around the country. Most ac- 
tive group is located in Columbus, Ohio, 
made up of a unique group of serious- 
minded housewives whose object, they 
say, la the support of good daytime aerials. 

DIAL SPIN, Kathryn Grayson has 
joined hubby Johnny Johnston in New 
York who's sticking around for TV stints 
.. Frank Sinatra, Jr., is well again .. . 

They're saying that Arthur Godfrey has 
mink ulcers ... and speaking of the great 
redhead, Arthur says, 'Tony Marvin is 
the only TV announcer I know who, be- 
fore going to bed at night, puts the hair 
on his chest up in curlers" ... Billy Eck - 
atine off to Europe soon for personal ap- 
pearances and golf ... CBS is trying to 
lore Mario Lanza away from Victor by 
offering a $150,000 yearly guarantee for 
radio and records .. . 

Milton Berle and twice-wife Joyce 
Matthews still mighty good friends . 

Dan Seymour rated radio's best golfer 
.. Wacky RID Brothers at potting stage 

for chewing Boas sponsor . Monty 
Wmley signed for emcee chores on new 
TV show . . CBS gashing everything 
including its veepees to lure Sir Lawrence 
Olivier to its TV operations . . Vic 
Damone still dating Peggy Ann Garner 
.. Three new comic soon books s out rec- 

mended for kids: 11ncle Mìlty (Berle, 
that is), Super Cirrus and Kukla Fran i 011ie ... all three thanks to TV . . 

Jean "Dr. Chriofian" Hersholt, making 
again ... They're still headlining movies 

garde "The dear that made Milwau- 
kee famous" . Peggy Knudsen who 
plays the role of Lois in "Junior Miss" 
is Mrs. Jim Jordan, Jr., daughter -in -law 
of Fibber McGee and Mollie .. . Grace 
Bradley, Hopalovg's misses, is known as 

On ihr Skeet Field at Son Valley, Walter O'Keefe, MC of 
"Double or Nothing ", cheeks his wore sheet will] Mrs. O'Keefe. 

Mr. Saul Carson is on special leave for coverage of the United Nations ! 

session. "Seat At The Dial" sedi be resumed in the next issue. 
1 



Crosby, Como, Sinatra, Damone and Laine 

. and yes, Eno Pinza 

AMP 

Alluring Ilona Maasey'a deep noire is now 
hoard in "Top SerxP new NBC show. 

When Ronald Colman is getting ready 
to do a broadcast of 'The Halls of Ivy," 
he concentrates to hard that he simply 
doesn't bear a thing anybody else rays. 
Wife Benita tested him out the other day. 
"Ronnie, I feel faint, and I don't think 
CII go on this time," she told his five 
minutes before air time. "Fine, Benita, 
but let's talk about It after we do the 
show." wv his absent- minded reply. 

A group of movie magnates has set the 
machinery for the establishment of Baby - 
Sitter Clubs to bolster movie attendance 
and discourage stay -at -home TV- iewere. 

While Rosemary DeCamp was onstage 
at CBS's Hollywood studios 

as 

her role of nurse Judy Price on the "Dr. 
Christian' program, she was informed 
that her automobile had run away. She 
soon found that her tar's hand brake had 
slipped and the driverless oar rolled into 
another parked car nearly a block away. 
Reaching the accident scene, she was 
greeted by a smiling policeman who was 
waiting to congratulate the actress on her 
"fine detective work." You see, her run- 
away auto had rammed into a stolen car. 

Hollywood's neon facade dorm t dazzle 
beautiful Ilona Mossey's mother. Al- 
though her daughter is an internationally 
known singer, a movie star and now has 
her own radio program, Mrs. Massey has 
not as yet reached the stage of complete 
optimism in m tar as her daughter's 

concerned. As a youngster, 
Ilonarcos a skilled seamstress ana her 
talent netted her (Continued on page 58) 

HERE'S a handsome virile chap in New York who has be- 
longed for too many years to that little group of exclusive 

cafe society patrons who simply refuse to let him go. His name is 
Cass Franklin and he's young enough to evoke yells and cheers 
from the bobby -sox clan and create heaves and sighs in the 
hearts of those who have found that life begin at forty. Cass 
often teams up with a gal named Monica Moore whose voice 
and figure perfectly match his own quality and as a duo they're 
the best singing team in the nation. 

Bob Slyvester, the talented and sagacious New York Daily 
News critic, put it this simply, "Cass and Monica can not only 
sing like angels but they're almost the best looking couple in 
town.° 

Now and then, Cass goes out on his own and audiences go wild. 
Under the warming glow 
of the spotlight he looks 
like a guy just out of Yale 
and his mellow enthralling 
singing captures the im- 
agination of young and old 
alike. His voice has the 
ease and charm of the 
Crosby we love plus the 
gift of quality which ranks 
him with the Robert Mer- 
rills and Fain Pings. 

This reporter has beard 
them all and possesses a 
pretty keen appreciation of 
what it takes to create a 
star. Well, this goy Co. 
Franklin has everything 
and mark our word. 

Nation's top singing team - 
Ca» Frank lin, Moni ea Moore. 



spin the wheel 
of fame 

with Holly Shaw 

Graphologist Holly Shaw 
nalyaes the handwriting 

of radio's beloved 

MARY MARGARET McBBIDE, 
o first lady of radio, has a 

Certain quality in her handwriting 
which many of as have noticed and 
questioned in our own. That is, she 
writes the same letter differently 
as different times. Look on the 
"Wheel of Fame." Notice how the 
t -bar varies in the words "writing, 
mathematic , tendency." This variety 
of letter formations denotes s versa- 
tile person. 

Now let us analyee the t -bar in 
the word "writing." This t crossing is 
called the "garland" t-bar which de- 
notes gracioumesa The ability to 
extend the hand of friendship and 
put everyone at ease, Her gusts 
seem to be her first and foremost 
concerti. Look closely and you will 
se ary Margaret recrosses her 
"garland" t with a straight, business- 
like stroke -beck she comes to her 
products and pays off double for 
her sponsors, "Vincent, take heart 
and remember this quality while 
you watch the dock and hold your 
breath wondering if Mary Margaret 
will make it." 

On you print your capital letters 
as Mary Margaret does in "Dear 
Holly Shaw ?" If eo, you have poetic 
and artistic instincts. Another inter- 
esting letter formation is shown in 

the words " embarrassed note." "Em- 
barrassed" contains the Greek d 
and note the Greek e. This shows 
o innate has mate culture. 

Mary Margaret tells us she is sub - 
leet to moods and geta pretty down 
at times. Look at the I -dots in the 
words, "writing, mathematics, girl, 
McBride." When we see such e 
variety oft -dots in one handwriting, 
we know the writers temperament 
varies. predominance But notice the predomince f the "dashing" i -dote They indi- 
cate that Mary Margaret's temper 
might fluctuate but in the end her 
quick wit and endless enthusiasm 
will raise her spurts and help her 
take heart 

Again we ha ve riety of letter 

formations in "good girl." Here the 
p In .'good" denotes a quick mind 
with literary qualities. The g in 
"girl" shows a philanthropic nature. 
Notice how the lower loop of the g 
spreads. These people open their 
arms wide and want to embrace the 
world and make it a better place 
for all to live in 

Does Mary Margaret have a tem- 
per.' She'll flare back for self- protec- 
tion as shown by the y- ending in 
"tendency." But then she is saved by 
the delightful sense of humor shown 
in her i -dots. 

I1'Inat rralra den gear iaalwrdtla{ aYewy 

1: 

men at work- 
views of well- dressed, 
well -groomed Hollywood stars 
at aM -G -M Theatre of 
the Air" rehearsals 

Mirker Buone,' 

llorge". Meredith 

Veo tirito 

Herbert Marshell 

Slim Trim 

smoothes inches off your waistline and hips 

The super Power Net is the last word in comfortable control. 
So powerful- smoothes inches off hips and thighs, controls 
every unruly curve. 

So gentle -greater stretch makes it easier to put on and take off, 
elimiata tipper and unwanted "corset" feel. Keeps shape 

through roundels washings. No other high -waist girdle can 
match Slimmetry in price or design. 

rois set 

üa:uh 
swM 

Dari 
aval 

rlrk Ist 
Girdle err, B- 
lwta,' ne xsn, 595 

.. elan J 
w natal s 

role 
l6- 

deal rra 

MU: 

595 

Re/axe Girdle Co. Odet. os, 

sL-tanalo 
Wand Car "' 

Pale 1 We firm c.i.. shake se.a.a al., adir. 

Ire 

Aeleletel 

Orr .0141 STATII 

13 



Mother Berle watches 
Milton at work dun 
lug hie benefit show 
for the cancer fund. 

st 

WHO is the real Milton Berle? 
Say, what is this? Why does every- 
body keep asking me that? Milton's 
just a gay -" 

Irving Cray hesitated. He glanced 
around the rehearsal studio. The 
orchestra had taken a breather. The 
stage hands were shifting the scen- 
ery. The camera men had stepped out 

He's a dynamic, 

highly.sensitive guy, 

says a friend and a longitime 

business associate- 

by LOUIS ORMONT 

14 

ex 

for a smoke. He looked at his 
watch. 

"Look, we've got about u fifteen - 
minute break. There are a lot of 
things I want to say. And I'll glve it 
to you straight. 

"First, Milton is not the fellow you 
read about in the daily columns or the 
one painted by the Broadway wise- 

r. I've been doing public relation, 
for him for many years and rye found 
his a pretty complex guy -with a lot 
of contradictions in his make -up. 

"For example, you'll hear a lot of 
none about Milton raising two million 
dollars for the cancer drive, setting up 
a foundation for crippled children, and 
giving more benefit performances than 
any entertainer in history. 

'That's all well and good. But do 
you know he hates making a fun over 
a personal loan or favor? He has 
done many a good turn for others, but 
always on the q. t The standing joke 
with the staff is that he just can't say 

"Like the time Milton was talking 
to John D. Rockefeller, Jr., about some 
benefit performance. The writers were 
in the office, working on the next tele- 
vision show. Naturally, there wa 
some noise. Milton covered the re- 
ceiver. 'Quiet, will you? I'm talking 
to Rockefeller.' To which upped Bob 
Gordon, one of his comedy writers. 
'Melton, please, don't lend him any 
m oney.' 

"More often, the boys work in his 
apartment. But where do you find 
them when you walk into the place? 
In the kitchen -- exchanging ideas with 
Milton while he's scrambling eggs for 
them. 

"Veteran skit writers, like Hal 
Collins and Jay Burton, will swear 
they never worked for a more under- 
standing comedian. He just won't 
give them the usual 'yes -or -no' an- 
swer swer after they've knocked themselves 
out writing a skit He'll tell them 

Milton and J,ec. 
Maohews with Vl 
tor, their daughter. 



"the real Milton Berle " - 
what won't play in it-and why! Then he'll 
sit down and help them iron out the kinks. 

"Here you meet up with another contradic- 
tion. When showtime rolls around on Tuesday 
night, Milton seems to get more and more tense 
and leas and less understanding. He'll oven 
blow his top when something goes wrong. And 
you don't want to be on the receiving end. 

"But he'll only get hot about the work. It's 
never personal. And as soon as the matter is 
settled, you'd think nothing ever happened: 

'One time he blasted Marco, his Man Friday. 
It was just before the curtain was going up. 
Marco, on edge himself, yelled: 'All right, I'm 
quitting!' Milton suddenly realized he had 
shouted at his assistant and was honestly 
shocked. To make amends, he insisted Marro 
go on a three-week vacation to Florida -all ex- 
penses paid. 

"And what does Marco think of him? Well, 
about a month ago Jerry Lewis was on our 
show. He gave Marco a five spot for getting 
him some sandwiches Instead of the usual 
thanks. Marro picked up the bill, studied the 
engraved picture, and said, 'Gee, that Berle 
looks goad.' 

"Here's another incongruity. You have prob- 
ably heard some of Berlé s ad -lib crack before. 
That's all right with Milton. They're just fill- 
ins. But woe be it to a writer who puts an old 
joke in a skit. He's got an eagle eye when it 
comes to spotting them. His memory for jokes, 
songs shows, and dances is literally fabulous. 

"Pat Rooney has been doing a specialty dance 
for fifty years. When be came on the Texaco 
program, Milton volunteered to do the dance 
with him. After the first few steps, it looked 
like something was wrong. Milton stopped. 
'Hey, Pat, you've changed your routine.' Pat 
shook his head. 'Nope, I was doing it like this 
before you were born.' Milton scratched his 
head. Theo what happened to this part of it ?' 
With that. he went through the whole dance. 
Rooney was flabbergasted. He had uncon- 
sciously changed the timing and form of it. 
But get this -Milton hadn't seen the dance in 
fifteen years! 

"He never forgets a routine he has seen. 
And it's true that he absorbs jokes has heard 
and does use them again. In fact, it happens so 
often that some jokers called him 'The Thief of 
Badgags' But it's my guess that the compli- 
ment has been returned ten fold. 

"At times, hen capitalized on the label and 
exploited it I remember a benefit in the late 
thirties. A comedian cracked that he noticed 
'Ma' Berle in the audience and 'she just laughed 
so hard she dropped her pencil and paper.' 
When Berle was given the spotlight, everyone 
expected him to return fire with both barrels 
Instead, he. called his (Continued on page 65) 
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Cfjrítshrmat 

by Jim 
(Fibber McGee) 

Jordan 

F Grandpa Jordon hadn't 
thought he was the hest pan- 

cake maker in the world, and If 
young Jim, Jr., then 4 years old 
hadn't loved his Grandpa so 
dearly, and if we hadn't been as 
poor as and a lot of 

other little "if , "then the Christ- 
mas of 1926 wouldn't have been 
the most memorable one in our 
lives. 

But all these things were we, 
and as a result, that Christmas 
stands out in my memory more 
than any other. 

Even though the year 1926 had 
been a pretty tough one for the 
Jim Jordan family, Christmas 
lime still promised to be the 
happy occasion it always is when 
there are youngsters in the 
house. Marian and I and our 
two children, Kathryn, 6, and 
Jim, Jr. 4, were living with 
Grandpa and Grandma Jordan 
in their big two -story frame 
house on Bradley Avenue in 
Peoria. 

When the children had finally 
been tucked into bed that 
Christmas Eve, we spent the 
evening decorating the tree with 
popcorn strung on thread and 
stars cut from silver paper. Last 
of all the gifts were placed lov- 
ingly under the tree, and then 
Grandpa Jordan made his an- 
nual Christmas Eve pronounce- 
ment that he would make pan- 
cakes (Continued on page 66) 

l 



 

Contestants draw 

laathter and tears 

by Judith Cortada_ 

FUMBLING with her purse as she spoke, the middle - 
aged woman at the microphone said that she had 

me to New York to take rare of her sister who had 
been ilL Now her daughter, in California, was sick and 
she wanted to "Strike It Rich" because she needed 

money 
for transportation back across the country. 

As she finished her story, she paused and added, her 
voice breaking and the tears beginning to run down her 
cheeks, "And if I could make just a little extra to buy 
a don for my little granddaughter ..." 

Even as they smiled, the women in the audience cried 
a little as the grandmother voiced this last, small wish, 
and they applauded vigorously when producer Walt 
Framer later announced that he had received a tele- 
phone call from a listener, a man who was driving to 
California with his family and had offered to take the 
grandmother in his car. The $250 she had already 

aQ 

hey try to 

J 

(LE 
twould be more than enough for her granddaugh- 

es doll. 
The next contestant on the program was an Italian girl 

who wanted to 'Strike It Rich" so that she could go to 
Ireland and kiss the Blarney stone. 

"Why do you want to do that ?" asked emcee Warren 
Hull. 

Both men and women in the audience chuckled and 
laughed as she explained: "I have an Irish boy friend 
and If I kiss the Blarney Stone, maybe I'll get enough 
Irish in me to make him pop the question." 

"If you marry him, will you learn to cook turned beef 
and cabbage ?" Warren asked. 

The girl grinned. "He'll eat spaghetti and like it," 
she said. 

Laughter, smiles and tears are fairly common among 
the audience that listens daily (Continued on page 68) 

The bean. laughter of . wn,nnn contestant is echoed b. emcee Warren (lull, behind the ,mr .phone. and her husband. 

Two young routestauts try to break 
a balloon dansa . up period 

Do You Want to- 
"Strike It Richey? 

Emcee Warren (lull accepts a,aal award from Ed Bobby, 
Radio and TY Bert editor, as prodarer Walt Framer look. on. 

A former brrndline slander struck it rich .s Ihn( hr could 
hand out $230 to the poor at the Frond...a Monomers. NYC. 
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Eva takes picture of his 

El 
N 

family: their nine-room 
home in Bucks Cou e, Pa 
is one hundred 'eve old. 

Pi 
"Henry Aldrich" 
is a dairy farmer 
in his 

spare time 

1<fy Earn with wife Sara, son mori danah 
v Josef and Francine, in their farm home 
(end table is convened coif, grinder). 

Bight, the Stolzes take their dairy farm- 
ing seriolzslei Sara does the bookkeeping 
at big old -fashioned desk in the cellar. 

Below, eager to be of service, Emig reads 
instructions f he Singer Sewing Bonk 
while Sure shortens skin of new dress. 
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the 
EZRA 
STONES 
"Plea.e pm the 

board to 
table, Daddy.; 
Meissen china in 
breakfron is eft 
to Francine from 
grandmother, 
loon to Sara until 
daughter grows up. 

Mother Dalmatian Bisset keeps ..barn eye on her Earn is no "gentleman farmer "; here he milks one of his purebred Ayr - 
ten puppies as Josef and nuncio, ploy with them. shire enwa as Josef ..oche* and hired man approaches with snore feed. 

The oie s,tlmmiñ bole is conveniently located right on the Stone props Thems nothing like tractor to bring out the ru- 
ms, Fera and Stu. with Josef and Francine cool off after a hot d.y, mono, in Ezrs'.oature; "thecomean wait. "mys he. 


