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~Weth this Amazins " NNO-GLARE”
TELEVISION FILTER

s
PICTURES GLARE EYE-STRAIN

EASILY APPLIED . . . LASTS A LIFETIME

This famous “no-glare” TV filter is 85 casy 1o atach to
your sec as a postage stamp—takes but half-s-minute! Once
it's on—it lasts for the life of your set!

SCIENYIFICALLY DESIGNED . . . FULLY GUARANIEED
The TV Filter is not just “a piece of colored plastic.”
e is a carefully manufactured flier macerial scientifically

designed for TV viewing.
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The TV Filter is Guaran'eed\f\
Nationally Famous —
Save Up to $3.00
If You Act Nowt

SHARPENS ,

TV FLTER IN ANY SIZE
~TO FIT YOUR SCREEN
Whatever size your relevision
screen is— there's & Filter
to ft! Send only $1.95 for TV
Filters in sizes from 7" 10 12"
For sizes more than 12° send
only $295 Indicate size of your
screen on coupon.

GLARE FREE
RECEPTION

CLEARER
IMAGES

RESTFUL
viston

on a 5day

IF YOU
ORDER NOW !

FREE
Big Portrait of

ARTHUR GODFREY

Yes, it's yours free—a big porirail photo-
graph of Arthur Godfrey—ready for framing,
if sain order your “No Glare' television
Jilter wore! But burry, this offer is limited?

This
Improved
Nationally
Famous
TV Filter

Enjoy crisp, clear television
without eye-fatigue!

Thousands of enthusiastic television
set owners who have purchased this
famous TV “no-glare” filter will el
you whar a difference it makes!

It’s scientifically designed to absorb
those irritacing light rays to which
the eye is most sensitive, gives a
clearer, sharper picture, absolutely
pleasant glare-free reception for the
life of your sec!
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“U.S. STEEL HOUR

again presents radio’s award-winsing.

on ZL]ZEAZT %

L Y

Another big year of outstanding stage and

screen hits] Coming up this secson: The Third Mon;
Coms Back, Little Shebo, The Follen Idal;

There Shall Be No Night) Edward, My San;

A Farewall to Arms...and many more|
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LIFE OF ARTHUR GODFREY

I you liked the opening installment on
the life of the Huck Finn of radio and tele-
vision, you will not want to miss this second
thrilling istallment on the life of the man
who attracts 40 millian listeners every time
his face and volce are projected on radio
and television. This installment deals with
his early days and youth, You will learn
new thrilling things never told till now
sbout the man all America loves and ad-
mires. Also. @ new Godirey cover picture.

SID CAESAR

The comic sensa-
tion of television
whnm critics  have
with the
mat Charlie Chap-
lin. An absorbing in-
terview with the
young man who is at
the top of the lad-
der of TV tame.

Fibbe MoGoe & Motly

OTHER FEATURES . . .

% Seat ot tha Dial by Sasl Carsoa

% Deor Mr. Asthony by Joha J. Anthony

% Music oa o Platter by Sammy Xoye

% Whodunlt7—First In o serles on your
favorite redio and TV detectives

 Hame on the Raxge, tha story of Fibber
MeGoe & M

& OF the Air ly Wist Moore

PLUS ...

“Asst Jemny” - - o complete movelette

based on the fomows daylme serial.
“This Is Nora Drake” - - completu stary
told In plcteres.
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Pioneer's Daughlor . . .
Abby Lewis

u‘.'

J\BBY, LEWIS, who plays Ada Overton
on NBC's “The Road of Life,” explains
her one great exfravagance—fars—in this
way: “Furs make me feel like a lady.
They sort of belp cover up the foct that
I'm a pioneer's da

For Abby is a et descendant of
Meriwether Lewis, of the historic Lewis &
Clark Northwest Expedition. Her mothes,

school

Southwest as “The Padre of the Rio
Grande.”
Ahbynhdmu;.lmmmhul-mu

playing the Russian duchess, she subbed
for the ingenue, the ballet dancer and the
actress.

Acting as a life's work was furthest
from Abby’s thoughts until she entered
New Mexico State College: where she de-
voted herself entirely to the arts, espe-
cially drama. After recelving her BA.,
she taught dramatics for a year in a New
Mexico high school, working at the same

ups.

When she hit New York, the Broadway
stage immediately welcomed her. And
since her first network audition ten years
ago, Abby has done an average of one
broadeast a day, including Saturdays and

Sundays.

Abby is heard regularly on four other
NBC shows—"Light of the World"”
“Eternal Light” “Ihe Big Story” end
"_besides “The

the role of Ada Overton, she says, “Ada's
such a lovely, normal woman. Td aimest
forgotten there were any such left.”

100K FOR THiS
SIGN OF DEPENDABLE
. RADIO SERVICE

Is your television set * hing to see” or * hing to
flee”? Don’t let a bad picture ruin your pleasure. Cal.l the
serviceman who displays the Sylvania sign when your set
needs care. This expert knows the ins and outs of television
as well as you know the back of your hands. He's fully
equipped with Sylvania testing devices, Sylvania radio
tubes, the proper television picture tubes and other custom
parts needed to make your set perform perfectly. Yes, for
the best in television and radio repair, stop at the Sylvania
sign of dependable service.

SYLVANIA TELEVISION PICTURE TUBES ARE GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR

SYLVANIA
wvinge e TUBES

PRODUCTS OF:

II,SYI.VANIA ELECTRIC PRODUCTS INC
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this month’s
disc jockey

Meet Jou Garmen
Wmmﬂ they lke their music
sweet. hot. or with a mountain

with music by record and transcrip-
tion

WAGA's A-1 Disc Jockey, Jon Farm-
er. 15 six feet tall, has dark hair. and
a smile thate bound to go aver bxg
with tclevision audiences Y.
gl Sek o yronToliisn. Arn,
Alr Forces, having won the Air Medal
with nine Oak Leaf Clusters and seven
campaign stars, and & veteran In the
domestic field, having celebrated one
and @ half yehrs of married life.

Daly hilibilly and musical clock
shows and o Saturday jam session
calied *Teen Pan Alley” keep Jon busy
al} week. He starts at 6:00 in the morn-
ing with an early edition of the “Hill-
billy Hit Revue,” entertains an “Early
Worm Show” al 1:05, returns aL 4:00
o'clock with “Georgia Hayride™ und st
4:45 pm broadcasts the afternoon ses-
sion af *Hillbilly Hit Revue” on which
he presents the top hillbilly hits
of the day and a special hilibilly star
of the day.

Jon was born in Jasper, Alabama,
and recelved his elementary and high
school education in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. He attended the University of
Alsbama and received dramatic coach-
ing from Otto Blum of Vienna, Austria,
As a student of John 5. Carlysle of
CBS, he studied radio production and
Journalism

During World War 10 he served as &
radio operntor and gunner on B-24's
i the Fifteenth Air Force and par-
tcipated 1n fifty mussions in the ETO.
Prior 10 his work with WAGA as
feature announcer, Jon did feature

work sl WBRC, Birmingham, Ala-
bama
His wife. the former Alice Naylon.

has been head of the traffic depart-
ment ot WAGA for several years.

Among the celebrities who have
heen guests on Jon's “Hilibllly Hit
Nevus® are: Ermest Tublet Tex Rittes
Bob Wills, Al Dexter and Eddy Ammold.
Visiting movie stars like Ruth Warrick.
Barbara Hale and BAl Willlams have
gotten up earlier usual to appear
on the “Early Worm" show.

s

letters

to the
editor

Arthur, the Great

To The Editor: 1
think the swellest
guy on TV and radip
is  Arthi

is ur L
When he talks he is
frank and tells you
just what he thinks
from his own experi-
ences. Believe me, he
knows because he's
been through a lot
and has had jobs from
dish washing to mining. His voice sounds
as if he is your best (riend und that taugh
sure gets you. I'll always love him and his
Gisl Friday. “Mug."

Uatugt Rlsbasdsen

Jovce WrTkovic
Meriden, Connecticut

Too Much Soap?
To The Editor: Why so mugh time spent
on those endless, foolish daytime serial
“actors” in your magazine? A serics de-
voted to the great artists of The Tele-
phone Hour would be much more ap-
preciated. You should have one article
each on such loved stars as Iturbi, Pinza,
Rise Stevens. Marion Anderson, Lily
Pons, cte. These are all great names that
are on the air to many million listeners.
1ex FoRaes

New York City

In Defense of Berle
To The Editor: In answer to Miss June
Knuck’s letter in your Aprit issue, [ wish
to state that a truly great showman like
Milton Berle will never cease from being
in the limelight. 1 was among the many
phone operators who volunteered for the
Cancer Drive Fund, to which Mr. Berle
and family contributed endless hours of
work to help fight this dreaded disease.
In conclusion. the enterlamnment given to
us by Milton Berle will long live in the
hearts of those that appreciate and favor
him as No. 1 an TV.
Miss MARSEA WASSIRMAN

Brookiyn, N.Y.
Coming Soon
To The Editor: Congratulations on your
recent article on Margaret Whiting, 1
think the pictures are by far the best ever
published in any maegazne. How about
one of them becoming a full page picture
in color. someday real soon

Jonl M. Geary

Hartford, Conn.

Auwtry Fan
To The Editor: You sure are giving us
the RADIO BEST when you give us
stories about our one and only favorite
Cowboy Singer, Gene Autry. Thanks a
million, for I have met both Gene and
Ina end they are lovely people. Please
give us more as soon as you can.
Mss. ELiamar Jornsos
Bloomington, Indiana

Informarion Plesee
To The Editor: We enjoyed the novelized
version of “Dragniet” in your April issue.
Now how about an article giving the de-
tails on how the program is put together?

We feel that “Dragm-l“ is j\m about the
best of all the crime shows on the air,
presented with more good taste mnd in-
telligence than any of the other programs
in the same category, In fact, in our opin-
ion, it makes most of the others sound

silly by comparison. Principal actors,
Jack Webb and Barton Yarborough
(above), both turn in conststently cxcel-
lent performances week after week, We'd
like to know more about them. Inci-
dentally, we don’t agree with reader
AMB, who thinks your magazine is

oo windy.” To us, it's perfect as is.

Mns. G. GiLman
Los Angeles, Californin

Address letters and _pictures to
Editor of RADIO BEST, 9 West
snh Street, New York 19. Only

comments will be considered
Ior publication,




important announcement

IS the

new name

for RADIO BEST

B:cmmnc with the next issue — this magazine,
known by hundreds of thousands of true and loyal
readers as “Radio & TV Best” will change its title
to “TV ScrEEN Magazine.”

The change of name reflects the tempo of the
times. Radio is no longer the chief medium of mass
entertainment. Radio is destined to he completely
ahsorbed by television — and motion pictures, the
giant visual entertainment medium before the
advent of television — is now also destined to be
swallowed ap by the video screen.

Thua the merging of the mighty three — radio,
television and motion pictures, actuates the necd
for a national magazine devoted expressly to the

*Combined with-Ravio Best

most potent mnass entertainment medinm the world
has ever known—TV.

It is therefore fitting, that Ranio BesT magazine,
dedicated to serving the mation's home-entestain:
ment fans, should assume the progresaive leadership
dictated hy the progress of time.

Those of us who have been identified with Ramo
BEST since its inception, are proud of the contribu-
tion it has made during its years of service to the
nation's Radio listeners.

As TV Scagen Magazine. we rededieate ourselves
to you our loyal readers—with the hope that you
will share with us the faith and confidence we hold
in the future of continued American progress.

Tue EpiTors
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=5 y . Broderick Crawford, Dinah Shace and emeee Steve Allen go inlo a buddle Gene Raymond, ABC “Amaring Mr.
Keafe Brasselle and songatress Jo Staford meet for the first  Walier Winchell caught with Frank Sinatra in s erconing bl oo M IreRaaey ol ) e L e 10, Stive, (arorT e di=T Tackey. Malose." asidinife) Jeasneidl MaaDunald,
lime nves a cup of coffec m Hollywood's Brown Derby.  duet, The octasion wos the testing of aew AMec microphone. y
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EN DOYLE, the “Harrington” of “Mr. District Attorney,”
built his own home in Milford, Pennsylvania. The
famous radio detective is a modemnist who empioys every
modern i within his thus his home is
equipped with ewery serviceable gadgel imaginnble.
Everything, that is. except a telephone. He hates phones.
To contact Doyle In a hurry, Ed Byron, the show's director,
notifies the State Police,

Guy Lombardo knows how to keep the family fortune
in the family. Guy's famous East Point House Restaurant
in Freeport, Long Island, has the missus as the super-
visor; his brother-in-law, William Frey is manoger: Mra.
L's sister, Viola, is purchasing agent and Bill Frey's
daughter, Bonnie, is cashier. And Guy ls leader of the
whole band.

PRI

We liked Arthwr Godfrey's cute poke at the national
magazines designed to attract the male eye. “¥ou know
those magazines with the pin-up gal pictures?” he asked.
“You know—Peek, Night and Day, See, Look, Glance.
Well, I'm going to put out one especially for men over
45, Iv's called Squint.”

At a recent New York Party we reminded Bill Hopalong L
Boyd that his original version of “Hopalong” called for i
a limping cowboy, an infirmity long since sbandoned. “Did
you ever forget to limp for the camera?™ we asked “No,” Tert Kenne, “Chi Chi” in “Life Can Be Beaotiful,” .ond
he replied. “T always bad a pebble in my shoe while en John Larkin, also radio star, pose after recent marriage.

Ezio Pinza, America’s “ulter forty” stac, visits with Holly-
wood's Lonells Parsons for chit chat and intesview.

-

Beaatiful Lucille Nornun, “Ruilroad Hour” co-star, poscs
with maestro Carmen Drugon while-awniling “on-air” signal:




By Dan Seyrnour

g 0 Awain®
TR e s Febpier

10 clues are presented about
o noted sadio or TV person-
ality. If you identify him on
the first clue, score 100% for
yourself. Deduct 10% for each
additional elue you require.

1. He is currently starred on
a WABD-Du Mont net-
work program bearing his
name.

. He was born in San Fran-

cisco, December 12, 1812,

the son of a concert violin-

st

His seven year old som,

‘ Gregory, has appeared

=

w

with him on many radio

and television programs.

Recently, he was named by

the Custom Tailors Guild

as one of the Ten Best

Dressed Men in America.

. As a special material com-

edy writer in Hollywood

some years ago, he turned
out muateral for Fannie

Brice, Joe E. Brown, Mil-

ton Berle, Clark Gable,

Robert Taylor and others.

Although famous as a

comedian, he has writien

many hit songs. including

“Rum And Coca Cola™ and

“Why Oh Why Did I Ever

Leave Wyoming?”

7. Once, he was doing %o

many radie shows that

Fred Allen remarked, "The

only thing we can turn on

in our house without get-
ting is the water
faucet.”

Will Rogers was so im-

pressed by his talent that

he encouraged his start in
show business and regard~
ed’'him as & protege.

9. His wife is the famous
beauty, Kay Pstrick, a
professional model.

10. His comedy program is

" heard every Thursday, 9 to
9:30 P.M. over WABD-Du
Mont and is called the
“Morey Show.”

Answer and pictare on page 60

»
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Off the air... .

location,”
s e

Edward Stevenson, famed flm stylist,
nominates Ann Sheridan, Linda Damell
and Maureen O'Hera for TV stardom. All
three, he claims, have the most perfectly
rounded shoulders and they lock even
better bared. Miss Sheridan, he says, has
the ideal average American trim-and-
slim streamlined figure. So for the rec-
ord, here are Ann's measurements: 5 feet
six inches tall in stocking feet, 37% inch
bustline. 26 inch waist and 34 inch hips.

Emecee John Reed King who does not
sport a mustache, found out exactly what
he wanted to know when he asked a tady
contestont on his “Chance of a Lifetime™
program how ft felt to kiss a man with
a mustache. The woman, whose husband
has one, retorted, “It's like going to a
picnic through a lot of underbrush snd
when you finally get there, it's terrifie.”

Here's a bit of news of particular inter~
est to our neighbar, John J. Anthony.
Research on divorce, conducted for an
Edward Murrow news broadcast, revealed
that individuals, like nations, citen spiit
up for secondary unimportant reasons. A
woman got her divorce on the grounds
that her husband psychoanalyzed her
every single night;. another on the sole
grounds that her hushand took an Inven-
tory of the icebox to be sure she didn't
eat anything while he was away! A man
secured his separation because his law~
tully wedded wite threw ice water on him
to wake him up. A woman agreed to an
uncontested divorce, provided she got
custody of a three-year old collie dog.
The husband agreed, provided he got rea-
sonable visitation rights to see the dog!

.

Now it's a “Soap Opera Listeners’ Club”

On the Skeer Field 81 Sun V.

sprouting around the country. Most ac~
tive group is lucated In Columbus, Ohic,
mode up of a unlque group of serious-
minded housewives whose object, they
say, is the support of good daytime serials.

DIAL SPIN: Kathryn Groyson has
joined hubby Johnny Johnston in New
York wha's sticking around for TV stints
... Frank Sinatra, Jr., is well again
They're saying that Arthur Godfrey has
mink ulcers . . . and speaking of the great
redhcad, Arthur says. “Tony Marvin is
the only TV announcer I know who, be-
fore going to bed at night, puts the hair
on his chest up in curlers” . .. Billy Eck-
stine off to Europe soon for personal ap-
pearances and golf . . . CBS is trying to
lure Mario Lanza away from Victor by
offering a $150,000 yearly guarantee for
radio and records

Milton Berle and twice-wife Joyce
Matthews still mighty good friends . .
Dan Seymour rated radio’s best golfer
... Wacky Ritz Brothers at pacting stage
for chewlng gum sponsor . . . Monty
Wooley signed for emcee cheres on new
TV show . . . CBS fashing everything
including its veepees to lure Sir Lawrence
Olivier to its TV aperations Vie
Damone still dating Peggy Ann Garner

. new comic books soon out rec-
ommended for kids: Usncle Milty (Berle,
that is), Super Circus and Kukla Fran
& Ollie . . . alt three thanks o TV .
Jean “Dr. Christian” Hersholt, making
movies again . , . They're still headlining
Hildegarde “The dear that made Milwau-
kee famous” . Peggy Knudsen who
plays the role of Lais in “Junior Miss”
is Mrs. Jim Jordan, Jr., daughter-in-law
of Fibber McGee and Mollie . . . Grace
Bradley, Hopalong's missus, is known as
“Tripatong "

ey, Waller O'Keefe, MC of

“Donble or Nothing”, checks his acore sheet with Mrs. 0'Keefe.

1

M. Saul Carson 15 on special leave for coverage of the United Nations

session

“Seat At The Dial” will be resumed in the next issue.

S §
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Alluring ltons Massey's deep vaice is now

heard in “Top Secret™ new NBC show.

When Ronald Colman is getting ready
to do a broaddast of “The Halls of Ivy,”
he concentrates so hard that he simply
doesn’t hear a thing anybody else says.
Wife Benita tested him out the other day.
“Ronnie, 1 feel faint, and I don't think
I'll go on this time” she told him five
minutes before air time. “Fine, Benita,
but let’s talk about it after we do the
show.” was his absent-minded reply.

A group of movie magnates has set the
machinery for the establishment of Baby -
Sitter Clubs to bolster movie attendance
and discourage stay-at-home TV-iewers.

While Rosemary DeCamp was onstage
at CBS's Hollywood studios rehearsing
her role of nurse Judy Price on the “Dr.
Christian” program, she was informed
that her sutomobile had run away. She
soan found that her car's hand brake had
slipped and the driverless car rolled into
another parked car nearly & block away.
Reaching the accident scena, she was
greeted by a smiling policeman who was
waiting to congratuiate the actress on her
“fine detective work." You see. her run-
away suto had rammed into a stolen car.

Hollywood's neon facade doesn't dazzle
beautiful Hona Massey's mother. Al-
though her daughter s an internationally
known singer, 2 movie star and now has
her own radio program, Mrs. Massey has
not as yet reached the stage of complete
optimism in so far as her daughter's
career is concerned. As & youngster,
Tlona was u skilled seemstress and her
talent netted her (Continiied on page 58)

Crosby, Como, Sinatra, Damone and Laine
. .. and yes, Ezio Pinza

b o

FRAVKLIV

HERE'S a handsome virile chap in New York who has be-
longed for too many years to that little group of exclusive
cafe society patrons who simply refuse to let him go. His name is
Cass Franklin and he’s young enough to evoke yells and cheers
from the bobby-sox clan and create heaves and sighs in the
hearts of those who have found that life begins at forty. Cass
often teams up with a gal named Monica Moore whose voice
and figure perfectly match his own quality and as a duo they're
the best singing team in the nation.

Bob Slyvester, the talented and sagacious New York Daily
News eritic, put it this simply, “Cass and Monica can not only
sing like angels but they’re almost the best looking couple in
town.”

Now and then, Cass goes out on his own and audiences go wild.
Under the warming glow
of the spotlight he looks
like a guy just out of Yale
and his mellow enthralling
singing captures the im-
agination of young and old
alike. His voice has the
case and charm of the
Crosby we love plus the
Eift of guality which ranks
him with the Robert Mer-
rills and Ezio Pinzas.

_This reporter has heard
them all and possesses a
pretty keen appreciation of
what it takes to create a

and mark our word.

Nation's top singing leam—
Casn Franklin, Monica Moore.




spin the wheel

- of fame
with Holly Shaw

ARY MARGARET McBRIDE,

our first lady of radia, has a
certain quality in her handwriting
which many of us have noticed and
questioned in our own. That is, she
writes the same letter differently
at different times. Look on the
“Wheel of Fame.” Notice how the
i-bar varies in the words “writing,
mathematics, tendency.” This variety
of letter formations denotes a versa.
tile person.

Now let us snalyze the t-bar in
the word “writing.” Thia t crossing is
called the “garland™ t-bar which de-
notes graciousness. The ability to
extend the hand of friendship and
put everyone at case. Her guests
seem to be her first and foremost
concern. Look closely and you will
see Mary Margaret recrosses her
“garland™ ¢t with a straight, business-
like stroke—back she comes ta her
products and pays off double for
her sponsors. “Vincent, take heart
Bnd remember this quality while
you watch the clock and hold your
breath wondering if Mary Margaret
will make it.”

Do you print your capital letters
as Mary Margaret does in “Dear
Holly Shaw?" If 50, you have poetic
and artistic instincts. Anather inter-
esting letter formation is shown in

What (raltn doen goar hamdwelilng she
"

i
conpon_and Gfsy comle in ewin.
9 W, 57ch Si. New Yark 19, N. 1.

4 WMM‘“‘T

Graphologist Holly Shaw
nalyzes the handwriting
of radio's beloved

the words “embarrassed note.”
barrassed” contains the Greek d
and note the Greek «. This shows
our wiiter has innate culture.

Mary Margaret tella us she is sub-
ject to moods and gets pretty down
at times. Look al the i-dots in the
words, “writing, mathematics, girl,
McBride” When we see such a
variety of i-dots in onc handwriting,
we know the writer'’s temperament
varies. But notice the predominance
of the “dashing” i-dots. They indi~
cate that Mary Margaret’s temper
might fluctuate but in the end her
quick wit and endless enthusiasm
will raise her spirits and help her
lake heart.

Again we have a variety of letier
formations in “good girl.” Here the
o In “good” denotes a quick mind
with lterary qualities. The g in
“girl” shows a philanthropie nature.
Notice how the lower loop of the g
spreads These people open their
arms wide and want'to embrace the
world and make it a better place
for ull to live in.

Does Mary Margaret have a tem-
per? She’ll flare back for self-protec~
tion as shown by the y-ending in
“tendency.” But then she is saved by
the delightfu! sense of humor shown
in her i-dots.
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men at work—

with “Host" Howard Dietz

views of well-dressed.

well-groomed Hollywood stars:

at “M.G-M Theatre of
the Air" rehearsals

Mickey Rooney

Burgess Meredith

Vun Heflin

Herbert Murshall
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Mother Berle watches
Milion a1 work dur.
ing his benefit show
for ilie cancer fund.
of the
NBC
pam.

«
i ‘ HO is the real Milton Berle?

Say, what is this? Why does every-
body keep asking me that? Milton's
just a guy—"

Irving Gray hesitated. He glanced
around the rehearsal studio. The
orchestra had taken a breather. The
stage hands were shifting the scen-
ery, 'l'he camera men had stepped out

He's a dynamic,

highly-sensitive guy,

says a friend and a long-time
business associate—

for a smoke. He looked at his
watch.

“Laook, we've got about a fifteen-
minute break. There are a lot of
things I want to say. And Tll give it
to you straight.

“First, Milton is not the fellow you
read about in the daily columns or the
one painted by the Broadway wise-
acres. I've been doing public relations
for him for many years and P've found
him a pretty complex guy—with a lot
of contradictions in his make-up.

“For example, you'll hear a lot of
noise about Milton ralsing two million
dollars for the cancer drive, setting up
a foundation for crippled children, and
giving more benefit performances than
any entertainer in history.

“That's all well and good. But do
you know he hates making a fuss over
a personal loan or favor? He has
done many a good turn for others, but
always on the q. t The standing joke
with the stafl is that he just can’t say
o’

“Like the time Milton was talking
to John D. Rockefeller, Jr., about some
benefit performance. The writers were
in the office, working on the next tele-
vision show. Naturally, there was
some noise. Milton covered the re-
ceiver. ‘Quiet, will you? I'm talking
to Rockefeller.’ To which upped Bob
Gordon, one of his comedy writers,
‘Milton, please, don’t lend him any
money.”

“More often, the boys work in his
apartment. But where do you find
them when you walk into the place?
In the kitchen—exchanging ideas with
Milton while he's scrambling eggs for
them.

“Vetoran skit writers, like Hal
Collins and Jay Burton, will swear
they never worked for a more under-
standing comedian. He just won't
give them the ususl ‘yes-or-no’ an-
swer after they’ve knocked therselves
out writing a skit, He'll tell them

Milion
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“the real Milton Berle"—

what won't play in it—and why! Then he'll
sit down and help them iron out the kinks.

“Heve you meet up with another comtradie-
tion. When showtime rolls around on Tuesday
night, Milten seems to get more and more tense
and less and less understanding. He'll even
blow his top when something goes wrong. And
you don't want to be on the receiving end.

“But he’ll only get hot about the work. It's
never personal. And as soon as the matter is
settled, you'd think nothing ever happened.

“One time he blasted Marco, his Man Friday.
It was just before the curtain was going up.
Marco, on edge mimself, yelled: ‘Al right, F'm
quitting?”  Milton suddenly realized he had
shouted at his assistant and was honestly
shocked. To make amends, he insisted Marco
go on & three-weck vacation to Florida—ali ex~
penses paid.

“And what does Marco think of him? Well,
about a month ago Jerry Lewis was on our
show, He gave Marco & five spot for getting
him some sandwiches. Instead of the usual
thanks, Marco picked up the bill, studied the
engraved picture, and said, ‘Gee, that Berle
looks good.’

“Here’s another incongruity. You have prob-
ably heard some of Berle's ad-lib eracks before.
That's all right with Milton. They're just il-
ins, But woe be it to a writer who puts an old
joke in a skit. He's got an cagle eye when it
comes to spotting them. His memory for jokes,
songs, shows, and dances is literally fabulous.

“Pat Rooney has been doing a specialty dance
for fifty years. When he came on the Texaco
program, Milton volunteered to do the dance
with him. After the first few steps, it looked
like something was wrong. Milton stopped.
"Hey, Pat, you've changed your routine.’ Pat
shook his head. 'Nope, I was doing it like this
before you were born.” Milton scratched his
head. ‘Then what happened to this part of it?"
With that, he went through the whole dance.
Rooney was flabbergasted. He had uncon-
sciously changed the timing and form of it.
But get this—Milton hadn't seen the dance in
fifteen years!

“He never forgets a routine he has seen.
And it's true that he absorbs jokes he's heard
and does use them again. In faet, it happens so
often that some jokers called him “The Thief of
Badgags’' But it's my guess that the compli-
ment has been returned ten fold.

“At times, he's capitalized on the label and
exploited It. I remember a benefit in the late
thirties. A comedian cracked that he noticed
‘Ma’ Berle in the audience and ‘she just laughed
so hard she dropped her pencil and paper.
When Berle was given the spotlight, everyone
expected him to return fire with both barrels.
Instead, he called his  (Continued on page 65)

Becle and Irving Gray have shared many expericnees. &

With Vietor Jory durng o skil on “Texaco Star Theatre.”

Father und a lUule fricad oy to comfort Victoria.




My Most
Memorable
Christmas

by Jim
( Fibber McGee)
Jordan

F Grandpa Jordon hadn't
thought he was the best pan-
cake maker in the world, and if
young Jim, Jr., then 4 years old
hadn't loved his Grandpa so
dearly, and if we hadn’t been as
poor as we were, and a lot of
other little “ifs,” then the Christ-
mas of 1926 wouldn't have been
the most memorable one in our
lives.

But all these things were true,
and as a result, that Christmas
stands out in my memory more
than any other.

Even though the year 1926 had
been a pretty tough one for the
Jim Jordan family, Christmas
tinte still promised to be the
happy occasion it always is when
there are youngsters in the
house. Marian and I and our
two children, Kathryn, 6, and
Jim, Jr. 4, were living with
Grandpa and Grandma Jordan
in their big two-story frame
bhouse on Bradley Avenue in
Peoria.

When the children had finally
been tucked into bed that
Christmss Eve, we spent the
evening decorating the tree with

strung on thread and
stars cut from silver paper. Last
of all the gifts were placed lov-
ingly under the tree, and then
Grandpa Jordan made his an-
nual Christmas Eve pronounce-
ment that he would make pan-
cakes  (Continued on page 66)
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Contestants draw
e

laughter and tears
———

\p

UMELING with her purse as she spoke, the middle-

aged woman at the microphone said that she had

come to New York to take care of her sister who had
been ill. Now her daughter, in California, was sick and
she wanted to “Strike It Rich” because she needed
money for transportation back across the country.

As she finished her story, she paused and added, her
voice breaking and the tears beginning to run down her
cheeks, “And i I could make just a little extra to buy
a doll for my little granddnughter . . ."

Even as they smiled, the women in the audience cried
a little as the grandmother voiced this last, small wish.
and they oppizuded vigorously when producer Walt
Framer later announced that he had received a tele-
phone call from a listener, a man who was driving to
California with his family and had offered to take the
grandmother in his car. The $250 she had already

by Judith Corlada. A

S

won would be more than enough for her granddaugh-
ter's doll.

The next conteatant on the program was an Italian gir!
who wanted to “Strike It Rich" so that she could go to
Ireland and kiss the Blamney stone.

“Why da you want ta do that?” asked emcee Warren
Hull,

Both men and women in the audience chuckled and
laughed as she explained: *I have an Irish boy friend
and #f I kiss the Blamney Stone, maybe I'll get encugh
Irish in me to make him pop the question.”

“If you marry him, will you learn to cook corned beef
and cabbage?” Warren asked.

The girl grinned. “He'll eat spaghetti and like it
she said.

Laughter, smiles and tears are fairly common among
the audience that listens daily  (Continued on pege 68)

The hearty laughier of & woman contestuni is echoed by emcee Warren Hull, behind the micropbone, and her husband.

Two young contesiants iry lo break
a batloon during warm-up period

Do You Want to—
“Strike It Rich”?

In romfumetten cith the “Herike M Slh" progrem.
RADIO £ TELEVISION SFST Magasiar lnvitos readers

VIRLN BEST Magarine, 9 W. 570k S1. New Yack 19,
Y.

“Sirtke [ Rich,” spansered by
Cels: live-Pe  Com

amy, b he

n G you
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Ercec Warren. Hull accepts special award from Ed Bobby,
Radio and T¥ Best editor, as producer Walt Framer looka on,

A former breadline standeo struck it ricl so that he could
hand out $230 10 the poor a1 live Franciscan Monastery, NYC,
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“Henry Aldrich’”
is a dairy farmer
in his

spare time

Left, Ezra with wife Sora, son nnd daugh-
ter Joact and Francine, in their facm home
(end 1able is & converted coffe grinder).

Right, the Stones take their dairy ferm.
ing seriously: Sara dves the bookkeeping
=1 big old-fashioned desk in the eellar,

Below, eager 10 be of scrvice, Esra resds
instructions {ront the Singer Sewing Book
while Sara shortens skict of mew dress.

Exrs takes a pletare of his
family;  their  nine-room
home in Bucks County, Pa.,
is one hundred years old.







