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Swap Meet
DATE s May 9th, 1987
TIME : 11:00
PLACE : Buena Vista Clubhouse

ADDRESS : 16th & Jackson streets
Oregon City, Oregon

Spring Swap Meet: Ŝ t up about 10s30

Business meeting 11:00

Business meeting ends

Swapping officially begins about 11:20

Looking back at previous years, this
Spring Swap Meet will be one of the most
popular of the society's functions.
Table space is usually gone by 10:30.

There is a business meeting scheduled*
Rest assured that President Ray will
make it as brief as possible. But he
will take a moment to introduce new and
prospective members to the treasurer. If
you have any friends that fall into one
of those categories, bring them. It is
a good showing and an impressive "first
view" of the society.

Each seller is obliged to chip in the
obligatory $3.00 table charge to help
pay some of the expenses. Come one,
come all. A good time is "forecast",
rain or shine 1

-3-



The Authority

"What makes a Radio Work?"
I asked the old Experimenter

Way back in nineteen twenty-tw,
In Good old River Center.

"Well, it all begins 'up there,9"
He said pointin1 to some wire

Stretched up 'way above his house-
Up fifty feet or higher.

"Sucks the signal from the ether
and directs it down to ground,

Where it goes into this big coil
And circulates 'round and 'round.

"Then this condenser slows it down
To whatever speed twas sent,

From Podunk Holler or L.A.
Or some foreign continent!

"This little tube jacks up the gain,
And separates the tones

On their way around the circuits
to their mating with the phones.

"There's nothing to it, son,
It's all there cut and dried."

But I left a "doubting Thomas"—
It seemed over simplified !1

From the Tom James Collection
Originally from September '82
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Meeting Minutes

The April meeting of
Northwest Vintage rad-
io Society was called
to order at 11:00 am
by our president Ray
Nelson. The minutes of
March 14 meeting were

approved as printed in the CALL LETTER.

The treasurer's
accepted with the
$1,169.00.

GOOD AND WELFARE

report was given and
Current balance of

The Society regretfully learned that
charter member Maurice Leetes recently
passed away.
The Nostalgia Guide editor for station

KVIX, Jon Fessler attended and renewed
his membership.
Visitors Fr=>nk and Ron Baird and Mrs.

Myrtle Abbott were welcomed.

OLD BUSINESS

Jerry Talbott invited all interested
members to participate in the Forest
Grove display i« July.

NEW BUSINESS

The Society's historical records and
scrapbook are now under the care of the
club secretary.
Jon Fessler handed out premier issues

of the KVIX AM 1290 Nostalgia guide and
gratefully acknowledged the response and
support to KVIX which has been generated
by club members. The May Swap meet
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announcement can be seen in the Nostal-
gia News column of the guide.
The society is seriously interested in

acq'^r^ng a video tape copy of a tele-
vised series on vintage radio collecting
and restoration* President ray Nelson
received a letter from Morgan McMahon on
the specifics of * the broadcast. Ray
contacted the program director of KOAP-
TV in hopes of having the station air
the series locally or taping it for the
society. At this time the station
reports no plans of doing either. The
club will continue in efforts to obtain
a copy of the series.

Leads and needs w°re given. The meet-
ing was adjourned at 11;20 am followed
by Ray Nelson's presentation on repair-
ing TRF radio sets.

Norris Jackson
Recording Secretary

Part of Radio Passing Away

On March 19th Mr. Arch Obler passed
away. Time and space are not adequate
to detail the part that M^. Obler played
in Radio's past. It is regrettable that
most people connect Arch only with the
famous "LIGHTS OUT11 program because his

too numerous to mention.

Since The CALL LETTER started to men-
tion the passing of radio personalities
monthly r we have seen many actors, writ-
ers 9 producers , *nd directors "pass
before our eyes". Arch Obler was all of
these. With him a part of radio history
passed from our reach and those he left
behind will miss him.



Northwest Vintage Radio Society
1987 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

BILL BAKER
1932 SE TROUTDALE RD
TROUTDALE OR 97060
503-665-9656 R

Duane Ballew
6813 - 152nd St. Ct. NW
GIG HARBOR WA 98335
206-851-4505 R

JOHN M. BAUER
2027 ERIE ST.
KLAMATH FALLS
503-884-7491

OR 97601
A

ROBERT BECKER
17020 16TH SW
Normandy Park WA 98166
206-246-6463 A

NORMAN BRAITHWAITE
P.O. Box 2443
Redding CA 96099

KIM BRICKMAN
1029 LEWELLING COURT
ALAMEDA CA 94501
415-865-6917 R

DAVE BROWN
22520 SW HELLS CANYON RD
SHERWOOD OR 97140
503-538-5842 R

EDWIN BUHITE
4041 NE WISTERIA
PORTLAND OR 97212
503-288-8714 R

Gene Bunnell
10567 S Mulino Rd.
Canby OR 97013
206-266-4696

E LARRY CALLAHAN
2725 NE PILKINGTON
CORVALLIS OR 97330
503-753-7701

ROBERT C CAMPBELL
2175 SE PINE
HILLSBORO OR 97123
503-648-7331

CHARLES ED CHARMA
15267 SE EL CAMINO WAY
MILWAUKIE OR 97267
503-654-7387

C.E. CLUTTER
14330 NE FREMONT CT
PORTLAND OR 97230
503-254-9296

DON COPELAND
1413 SE SALMON ST.
PORTLAND OR 97214
503-236-8535

ART CORBUS
5704 - 11TH AVE. NW
SEATTLE WA 98107
206-783-6151

STEVE CROWE
1603 SEQUOIA
SPRINGFIELD OR 97477
503-726-9671



BILL DEVEY
16969 SW TRACY
LAKE GROVE OR 97034
503-635-6746 R

RICHARD DIELSCHNEIDER
7040 SW 2ND
PORTLAND OR 97219
503-246-1062 R

PHILIP DIONNE
419 NE 168TH AVE
PORTLAND OR 97230
503-253-9330 R

BERNARD DWIGANS
5250 SW 165TH
BEAVERTON OR 97007
503-591-1745 R

DOUG EGGERT
19430 SW SOUTHVIEW ST
ALOHA OR 97007
503-649-2057 R

BOB EWING
1901 Spring Creek #1111
Piano TX 75023
214-424-4928 A

GEORGE H FATHAUER
1550 N BEL AIR
MESA AZ 85201
602-964-6920 R

JOHN FESSLER
11180 SW FONNER RD
TIGARD OR 97223
503-639-1216 R

JACK W FROST
91600 West Fork Road
Deadwood OR 97430
503-964-3042 A

VERNON GARRISON
21351 S. RIDGE ROAD
OREGON CITY OR 97045
503-631-3990

WILLIAM GEIBEL
545 MISSOURI AVE S
SALEM OR 97302
503-370-7245

Frank I Gray
3300 MFM street
Baker OR 97814
503-523-5001

DEL HAMBLY
1930 SW 139TH AVE
BEAVERTON OR 97005
503-644-4263

MICHAEL J HAMPTON
1540 N 139TH ST #3
LINCOLN CITY OR 97367
503-944-3542

GORDEN HAUGEN
13605 SW BURLWOOD
BEAVERTON OR 97005
503-644-2470

BOB HAY
5225 SE BROOKSIDE DR
PORTLAND OR 97206
503-659-8566

THOMAS HOSKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 6462
ALOHA OR 97007
503-645-6224

DAN HOWARD
2940 SE 118TH
PORTLAND OR 97266
503-761-7799



RICHARD HOWARD
9999 SE FRENCHACRES DR
PORTLAND OR 97266
503-775-6697 R

DON IVERSON
10115 NW ST. HELENS RD
PORTLAND OR 97231
503-285-1144 R

Norris Jackson
17435 SW Blanton Rd.
Aloha OR 97007
503-642-5625 R

DOROTHY JAMES
5024 SE CLAY ST
PORTLAND OR 97215
503-235-0581 H

GEORGE KALOUSEK
28035 SW PARKWAY AVE #24
WILSONVILLE OR 97070
503-682-3263 R

RICHARD KARMAN
2515 NE 37TH AV
PORTLAND OR 97212
503-288-1285 R

WALLACE KELLY
6910 VERDA VISTA PLACE
KLAMATH FALLS OR 97603
503-882-7595 R

CHUCK KIBLER
25555 NE GLASS RD
AURORA OR 97002
503-678-5066 R

MRS. JAMES LANSING
4120 69TH ST.
SAN DIEGO CA 92115
- H

ERIC LOFQUIST
1820 NW 195TH ST #9
SEATTLE WA 98117
206-546-2675 A

JAY MALKIN
4505 SW 142ND ST #143
BEAVERTON OR 97005
503-643-9450 R

JAMES MASON
1987 Vice President
90 NW 150TH AVE
BEAVERTON OR 97006
503-644-2343 R

MORGAN E McMAHON
26356 EASTVIEW CT.
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO CA 92675
714-364-1187 A

RAYMOND C NELSON
1987 President
3786 SE 8TH AVE
PORTLAND OR 97202
503-233-5063 R

FRANK PLAISTED
RT 3 BOX 478
HILLSBORO OR 97123
503-647-2891 A

HUGH RANKEN
907 NE 53RD
PORTLAND OR 97213
503-282-9792 R

FRANK RASADA
12507 PINE GROVE LANE
CERRITOS CA 90701
213-926-0474 A



ART REDMAN
5111 SE TOLMAN
PORTLAND OR 97206
503-774-9913 R

JAMES RICHARDSON
718 NE BALDWIN DR.
HILLSBORO OR 97124
503-640-5600 R

KEN ROEGNER
4904 40TH AVE
VANCOUVER WA 98661
206-694-4163 R

Roy Sawley
Box 174, Melfort, Sask.
SOE 1AGOCANADA,
306-752-4362 A

ALAN SHADDOCK
17222 SW MERLO RD.
BEAVERTON OR 97006

Scott B Shanks
Rt 3 Box 603
Sherwood OR 97140
503-628-2909 R

PAT STEWART
1404 RUTH
WALLA WALLA WA 99362
509-525-1699 R

JERRY TALBOTT
1440 SW 239TH AVE
HILLSBORO OR 97123
503-649-6717 R

BOB TEAGUE
7522 SE ROOTS RD
MILWAUKEE OR 97222
503-653-0077 R

Matthew Thornton
4201 W Bertona St.
Seattle WA 98199
206-284-4624 a

JOHN TUERCK
7480 SW CANYON LN
PORTLAND OR 97225
503-292-3607 R

RICK WALTON
3024 NE 49TH AVE
PORTLAND OR 97213
503-288-2751 R

HAROLD D WEST
11965 NW WEST RD
PORTLAND OR 97229
503-645-1540 R

RONALD WHISMAN
1225 NW 102ND AVE
PORTLAND OR 97229
503-292-6924 R

DAN WILLS
2074 SW 16TH CT
GRESHAM OR 97030
503-667-9454 R

EDWARD A ZIGOY
17435 SW ARBOR CREST WAY
ALOHA OR 97006
503-649-8417 R

RUDY ZVARICH
2227 NE 102ND
PORTLAND OR 97220
503-255-2227 A



The Titanic and Radio

[Last month was the 75 anniversary of
the Titanic Disaster. This is part two
of three, "The Fist On The Key". It is
part of a 1965 taped interview with Joe
Danko, one of the operators "who heard
it".]

"It was normal practice for Marconi equipped
vessels to transact traffic with Marconi land
stations; the Telefunken DD ships with TWT the
Telefunken German controlled station, and so
forth. Never-the-less there was a gentlemanly
agreement among our group of stations around New
York to assist one another in times of
difficulty. There was OHX the New York Herald
station at the battery, TWT the Telefunken
station at 11th and Broadway? MSC the Marconi
Station at Seagate; and WN on top of Wanamakers
store for company business with the store in
Philadelphia. It is believed that David Sarnoff
was the operator of WN at this time. Then too
there was dependable "doc" Hudson, a fine
amateur up on Riverside Drive. He and TWT were
the DX hounds of that period, always competing
for distance, and twiting one another to such an
extent that on one occasion the German operator
challenged Old Doc to a pistol duel. He didn't
know that Doc was an expert munitions tester
with the DuPont Powder corporation until OHX
gently broke the news to him. It was still a
man's world, "BR" (before regulations). Words
like Hell and Damn could be still be used
without reprimand from an FCC.

"Normal scheduled placed me in the operator's
chair at NAH on the 6 to midnight trick in the
evening of Monday the fifteenth 1912. After
routine official reports and contacts with
Washington NAL, and other Naval stations, and
revenue cutters, it was our duty to scan the
ether waves for any unusual information regard-
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ing shipping, weather, signal reception, etc.
The relief operator had not alerted me as to the
events out in mid-Atlantic. All Monday morning
of April 15th 1912 the Carpathia was busy pluck-
ing the living and the dead from the sea. And,
after future exhaustive search until nightfall,
set it's

pm I heard faintly the steam ship
Carpathia calling the Marconi station MSC at
Seagate. After several more insistent calls
without reply from MSC, I called the ship and
offer to relay the message. My offer was immed-
iately accepted. Evidently NAH was the first
and most convenient, under the circumstances,
able to effect a readable two-way contact with
the vessel. Therefore for the next hour or so,
through the intermittent static and the bedlam
of radio interference, we struggled with his
message of over 800 words addressed to the New
York office of the Associated Press via Western
Union.

"Surprisingly the message contained the com-
plete list of survivors of the Titanic, picked
up that day by the Carpathia. After my final
acknowledgement of the message, I immediately
turned to our land wore circuits to the western
union office in New York and relayed the message
in "Morris", to the tune of the clickity clack
of the sounder. Without interruption the West-
ern Union operator copied my tired and sloppy
fist at about 30 words per minute, finally cor-
recting my word check from 805 to 808 due to
some discrepancy in the method of handling the
address count. He was certainly a real 'pro1.
Sometime later Seagate came on the air, and I
relayed the message to him for his disposition."

The next & final segment of this interview
with Joe Danko will appear in the June issue.
Special thanks to the California Historical
Radio Society
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NORTHWEST VINTAGE RADIO SOCIETY

1986 INCOME AND EXPENSES

INCOME:
Dues $ 802 . 75
Advertising 120 . 00
Swap Meets 84.00
Auctions 40. 30

TOTAL INCOME $ 1,047.05

EXPENSES:
CALL LETTER (incl.postage)...$ 534.40
Clubhouse Rent 100 . 00
P.O.Box Rent 22.00
State Corporation Fee 5.00
Swap Meet Publicity 47.88
Library Purchases 12.00
Membership Cards 45. 00
Anniversary Cake 17. 24
Cards and Flowers 25.00
Miscellaneous Postage 8.80
Bank Service Charges 3.75

TOTAL EXPENSES..$ 821.07

Abstracted and summarized from
the General Ledger on 4/3/87.

Charles E. Charman
Treasurer
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Surplus
Electronics

Phone
1503)285-0832

Store Hours: Friday and Saturday 10.00 A.M. To 6:00 P.M.
Sunday Noon To 4:00 P.M.

8221 North Denver Avenue
PORTLAND, ORE. 97217

CART W. STILLER. OWNER
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AOCES'SION /ik-fsesh-en, ak-/
1. acquisition of additional property

2. to record in order of acquisition

Richard Dielschneider
Western Air Patrol Console Model 1337
("anyone have a schematic for it?11)

Jim Mason
1925 De Forest Model F-5
1928 Splitdorf "Abbey, Jr."
Early Philmore Crystal Set
1939 Detrola Super pee-wee blue Catlan
1945 Bendix Green and Black Catlan

Jerry Talbott
1920s "Continental" Microphone
1936 Arvin 417 "Python" Tombstone
1949 Hoffman 10" EasyVista T.V.

JA MAC PRODUCTS
SPEAKER RECONING ALL MAKES

8600 NE Sandy Blvd

Portland,Or 97220
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The Northwest Vintage Radio Society
SWAP SHOP

Wanted:

Speaker for a Philco 70 Edwin Buhite, 4041
NE Wisteria, Portland, OR 97212 503-284-7061.

Any articles, news clippings and/or
photographs related to vintage radio in the
Northwest - donate them to the NVRS Archive
contact Norris Jackson 17435 SW Blanton Rd
Aloha, OR 97007 or bring them to the meet.

1 Am looking for a Philco chairside model 38-
15. The top of the set is 15" x 24V and is an
oval shape. Interested in all chairsides, please
give me a call. Gene Bunnell, 10567 S Mulino
Rd. Canby , OR 97013 206-266-4696

Extra Large dial Silvertone sets form the late
30s; Philco 112X (1932) console cabinet; KNOBS:
2 small RCA knobs for R-28, Tuning knob for an
audiola, On/Off for a brunswick console, small
knob for a late 30s philco. Steve Crowe 1603
Sequoia, Springfield, OR 97477, 503-726-9671.

For sale or trade:

Grebe Synchrophase Seven with Grebe P/S type
671 and Rola Re-creator (less horn). Looking
for shipboard radio gear. Walter Britton 225
S. 17TH ST., St. Helens, OR 97051 503-397-1046

Federal Model "E" rare batt. Set -best offer
RCA radiola 18 with 100A speaker -$125, 10"
crosley table model T.V. set "complete" -$50
Jerry Talbott, 1440 SW 239TH Ave., Hillsboro,
OR 97123, 503-649-6717.

Riders Vol. 1 through 20 pluss #22. All in
good to excellent condition (except #1), Bill
Devey 16969 SW Tracy, Lake Grove, OR 97034,
503-635-6746.
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