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Qur Condolences go out to Relfe tuton and famil» on the sudden death of
their daughter, Jill Luton McDaniels. Jill was involved in an auto
accident.

This is the tast weekly issue for this volume. Your next issue is the
April Fools Issue coming soon to movie houses all over the world. Get
your ticKkets now.

U.S. Postage will be going up, it may already be in effect, from 22 to 25
cents 1st class mail; postcards from 14 to 15 cents. Next issue we will
have more on this wonderful subject. We haven’t seen anything on
International rates yet. How will this effect the subscription rates of
DX News? No effect. (relieved huh.)

1‘’d like to thank Dario Monferini for the GREAT bumper stickers and stamps
for the auction. Plus he will be at the Convention this coming Labor Day
weekend.

Just a reminder that if you have iteme for the NRC Auction, you can send
them in advance via USPS or UPS to HR. Everything from Bumper stickers to
stamps to radios can be sent.

Info on WNVR-1030 also came from Roger Winsor. I forgot to give him
credit along with Ken on the cover of last weeks issue. Sorry Roger, back
into the ltake for me.

"Mediumwave Guide To Asia, Australia, and The Pacific® produced by the
Australian Radio DX Club, is now available. 108 pages, spiral bound,
reduced offset. Price - within Australia A$15.00 all other countries
(including US and Canada) A$22.00 airmail or A%17.00 seamalil. Payment
should be in Australian Dollars. Checks should be drawn on Australian
banks to yield the amount specified above. Payment can be via
International! Money Order or Bank Draft, Notes, or IRCs. Exchange rates
are A%$1.00 = US 70 cents = two IRCs. Send your order, with payment, to:
Australian Radio DX Club, Box 227, Box Hill, Victoria 3128, Australia.

Volume 53 print schedule Change - Issue 26 Pub session date should read
April 24 and not April 22, Editors make the changes on your calendars. A
list of the print schedule can be found on the front page of Issue 20.

About that thin issue we published a few issues back, seems that generated
alot of mail and calls. One of interest was a polite request that maybe
its time for a new editor. Anyone want the job? No really, seriously.
We‘ve been doing it for nearly 6 years, marbe its time for new blood, so
to speak. Drop us a line if you want an “application’

CPC TEST «(Times listed are Eastern Local Time)
And you thought there wouldn‘t be any more tests. Huh!! Get that radio warmed up and a
new tape in that recorder ‘cause here we go.....

Mar .28 WEEB-990 Southern Pines, NC 0015-0050 Test info unavailable at this time.
Monday Reception report to: Frank Drake, ACE, Box 1835, Southern Pines, NC 28387
Test arranged for the NRC by Bill Burrows via Wayne Heinen

LOOK INSIDE
2....AM Switch 3....0DXD-East 5....DDXD-West

6....IDXp 8....Malicky’s Trip Report 14....ENCEBE - Beverage
18....Musings 24....NRC Addresses & Your Expiration Date!'!!
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AM SWITCH

Jerry Starr, c/o WHOT Radio, 4040 Simon Road, Youngstown, OH 44512
T ETS LI TAEST S S TS TSI TIITIETIE TS LTS

CALL LETTER CHANGES

OLb CALL: NEW cALL: OLD cALL: NEW CALL:
610 KRV CO ValL KSPN 1060 KHJK TX LOCKHART KFIT
900 WTOF OH Canton WBXT 1350 WSCT NC ABERDEEN WANX
930 KTLD CO Gransy KRKY 1450 WPXE FL STARKE WEAG
1030 *New WV PoinT PrLeasant WTGR 1530 *New CA Yucaipa KHPY

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW STATIONS

1100 CA BakersrFieLD: 50000/1000 U4

GRANTS FOR NFW STATIONS

1020 WV Porint PLoasant: 10000 03

1430 FL GainesviLLE: 2500 D3

APPLICATIONS FROM EXISTING FACILITIES

1210 KQTL AZ SAHUARITA: NIGHT POWER TO 1000 wATTS

1350 WWWQ FL ForT MyERS: DAY POWER TO 5000 wATTS

1380 WFCL Wl CLINTONVILLE: REDUCE POWERS To 3900/1800

1490 KRYN CO ManiTou SPRINGS: NIGHT POWErR 7O 1000 wATTS

GRANTS TQ EXISTING FACILITIES

580 KZMX SD HoT SPRINGS: DAY POWER TO 2300 wATTS

1080 WRYT 1L EowarDSViLLE: ADD 250 WATTS NIGHT, ANTENNA TO U3

1490 KXAR AR HOPE: CHANGES IN ANTENNA SYSTEM

OTHERNESS

900 WBXT OH CaNTON: STATION 1S SILENT AS WTOF, EXPEGTED TO RETURN TO THE AIR

SGON AS WOBAT wiThn URBAN FORMAT

1160 WSKW ME SKOWHEGAN: STATION IS NOW HERE EX-1150 kHz

1560 KLNG 1A CounciL BLUFFS: SILENT STATION IS BACK ON THE AIR WITH REL

1580 "WRNS" ?? Accorpine TO WRNS, AN FM station 1N KinNsTON, NC, THEY HAVE NOT

73 anp Goop DX 9144/%‘81610

o¥ST,

;

AUTHOR1ZED ANY AM STATION TO REBROADCAST THEIR PROGRAMMING SO
THE RECEPTIONS OF WRNS on 1580 kHz ARE STILL A MYSTERY. WJIK
CLAIMS NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AND IS NOT OPERATING AT NIGHT SO
THAT SPECULATION GOES OUT THE WINDOW. POSSIBLY A PIRATE?
BOOTLEG OPERATIONS IN PAST YEARS HAVE BEEN NOTED oN 1580 kHz
BUT NONE, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, IN THIS DECADE. THE GRAPEVINE HAS
SEVERAL OF THE FREQUENTLY HEARD SW PIRATE STATIONS IN NC so
WHO KNOWS..... WE'LL TRY TO STAY ON TOP OF THIS.

JERRY STARR & BurrFaLo K. FooNMAN
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180 York Ad.

“4p\©

2 WEST MARKET STREET « YORK, PA 17401

DOMESTIC DX DIGEST - EAST

®

William Hale
2160 Farm To Market Road, Johnson City, NY 13790
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8 WOW! Our last weekly issue 'til the fall.
Even some stuff from me!

WEDIVUR RAVE rAkblings
And it’s not a bad ane, thanks to you, the contributor.
Time flies when you’re having a good time.

B Welcome to DX-holdout Chuck Kaufman, who gramas the pages of DDXD-E for the first time. Great

DX, Chuck. Hope to hear from you more often. Thanks for setting a good example.

Now, let’s hear

from more "Newbies”!

® George Santulli responds to my musical question (issue 19), "How the heck do they pronounce
Chicoutimi?” George reparts a co-worker (a French-Canadian) sez it's “Sha-coo-timmy”. O-o-ch-Kay!

8 As promised awhile ago, as new Graveyard stuff is gent in, I'll print it in this column. This
wack, Niel Wolfish of Graveyard Heaven, I mean Winnipeg, MB checks in with some real record breakers.
That all appears after the Midday-Midnight section,

# No Trivia this week.

I just ran out of stuff. And received nothing from you. If you, however,

have a good trivia question on the AM Broadcast Band, send it in, along with the answer and reference.

Trivia Time isn’'t dead, it’s only sleeping.
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(I had this written before your letter arrived, Chuck)

SPECIAL
GA ATLANTA - 2/18 0950 ran across a Ystrong OC; @ 0958 there was an ID for
WPBD Atlanta anncg being on for ET; obviously getting close to RS (GA-GA)
IL. VERNON HILLS - 2/21 was testing YTTs & 2 full IDs @ 0125; Ls&C, way 9
WBZ2! (JIR-WID)

DX/EQUIPRENT TESTS

WW1t WV ST MARYS - 1/24 0008-0028 4TTa, almost tune-like; varying pitches; Kenny

UNID

CJDC

WWRC

CKOC

WSPR

wICO
WANI

CFGM

WNRI

WENC

WTIC

WSAO
KVOE

Rogers tune; more TTs (CJ-TN)

UMIDs & UNIDs IDd
27 - 2/13 1845 YCsd, remote from Travel Expo ’88, tlk abt the stn’s new
facilities; IDd as AM-1530...the stn you've been waiting for3Brown Eyed Girl;
fair, but lost to WCKY @ 1858 (WOLF-MB) Is this the Wagoner, OK stn, or 72?7)

WIDMISHT TC WIDDAY
AL DOTHAN - 2/22 0207 w89.? WOOF-FM; alone, steady, fair; AC mx; WIND off
(JIR-WI)
BC DAWSON CREEK - 2/14 0733 IICIKR-870 YBC all-nite satellite net prgmmg...
POP mx by ONJ & Canadian artist Kim Mitchell; fair»poor YWLS (WOLF-NB)

DC WASHINGTON - 2/25 0558-0602 TalkRadio 980-WRC slogan; end of call-in show
giving phone #s, including one for mobile phones; ID @ :00x; poar, but GWILK (WRH-NY)
ON HAMILTON - 2/25 0542 ad for Hamilton Fitness Club>Johnny Duncan tune;

fair, fighting WRVA slop (WRH-NY)

OH VAN WERT - 2/11 0600 4$on; poor, Yother stns (JIJR-WI)

PA  PITTSBURGH - 2/25 (635 Giant Eagle ad, sps, wx, state nx; in the clear (WEH-NY)

MA SPRINGFIELD - 2/25 (0540 Supertalk slogsn,
fair (WRH-NY)

MD SALISBURY - 2/23 0611 Ywx, Cls, Delmarve ments; poor (WRH-NY)

VA RICHMOND - 2/23 0613-31 Yagri-biz pgm YCiba-Geigy & other agri ads; CLs

& nx from VA Satellite Nx Net @ :30; good @ times (WRH-NY)

ON RICHMOND HILL - 2/23 0615-30 fading in/out behind WANI; CLs > almost every
song; good in fades (WRH-NY)

RI WOONSOCKET - 2/25 0520 Ygood$lcl ads, lottery #s, a this day in history
featuredWillie/Julio tune; CNN Radio Nx @ :30 folo by NBA & college BKB scores;
not bad for PSA power (WRH-NY)

comedy show promo, many CL ments;

BIDDAY YO WIDMIGHT
NC FAYETTEVILLE - 2/21 1823-32 motorcar racing,
WFNC; 9Cuba (CK-OH)
GA HOGANSVILLE - 2/21 1823-26 OLD ROK, ID, ads for LaGrange; fading YWLW splash (CK-OH)
AR SHERWOOD - 2/13 1801 Yeountry-60S mx, lcl anncts,ID as your clear channel
GOS stn...KMTL;fair, no WIR (WOLF-MB)
MO BETHANY - 2/13 2011 several IDs as Regional Radio, KN &FM 96/8M 870, wx
for southern IA & NW MO; promo for BKB from the Blue Grass (?) conference; fair
9KPRM/WWI. (WOLF-MB)
AL VALLEY HEAD - 2/14 1830 Soff Yfull info (CK-OH)
MD INDIAN HEAD - 2/20 1737-45 REL mx, lcl ads, $off as Washington's Powerful
GOS Stn; WBZ taking a nap tonite (CK-OH)
NC MINT HILL - 2/20 1746-5S2 Christian mx,lcl ads, ID as Charlotte's Christian
Mx Stn; WBZ still sleeping (CK-OH)
MS TUPELD - 2/14 1846 $0ff, Thanks for turning on the Light; no sign of
WNOE; in KYW null <(CK-OH)
CT HARTFORD - 2/13 2122 YKRLD YCanadiens/Whalers NHL HKY...same game as in
FF on CKSB-1050; poor (WOLF-MB)
MS SENATOBIA - 2/14 1855 Soff;¥weak in WRVA null; no sign of Alabamians (CK-OH)
KS EMPORIA - 2/12 2001 YABC-I Nx, female YID 14-KVOE, wx 4Cast & C&8W mx;
fair (NjW-MB)

i1cl ads, ID asFull Service



@ KLIN NE LINCOLN - 2/12 1547 YBeatles rcd, ClLs, ad forH;?rtuary. promo for an OLD
3 i KVOE (Njw-
pgn, men*+ ~f upcoming HS BKB; fair W )
1450 KSTW 0F  WONDWARD - 2712 2348 YOsW, TC & (s @ 23509Cormmy Twitty rod; poor YKWHW (Njﬂ(r)(;:l')“)
1500 WTOP U WASHINGTUN - 1/26 2013 Year dir ad, ments of Washington, TC, wx (2r) & ID
15530 KGQNK KS NORTON - 2/16 1908 C&W, 1910 TC & ID as KQ Country py femalg. adslfor Pizza
Hut on hwy 36, and for a pancake feed at the North American Legion (I'1ll bet
that was the Norton Amer. Legion, Niel-WRH); more C&W -to 1915 $off; poor
in WCKY null (NjW-MB)
- - CLs; poor (WOLF-MB)
1580 KWYD CO COLORADO SPRINGS 2/13 1837-43 noted YCsW, f 4
1590 WZRX MS JACKSON - 2/14 1901 Ycarted ID, David Lee Roth tune (tne?-WRH); amid static
crashes (CJ-TN)

GRAVEYARD UPDATE
First, new totals:

1230 1240 1340 1400 1450 1490 Total

Niel Wolfish Winnipeg, MB 17 [ 17 27 27 20 114 )
Then new distance records: (all from Niel) £10 SOUTH ARDMORE AVENUE /105 ANGELES, CAULFORNIA 90005
1400 KLIN NE Lincoin 630 PO BOX 68007160 ANCELTS ¢ ALFORNIAYOUG
1450 KDRW CO Silverton wB9 .
YV IN Ft Wayne .
wow  sertarsonvitie 1021 WIRK AM ¢ WIRK FM [
WASK Lafayette 857

WMBH MO Kirksville 730
KIRX Joplin 202
KVCK MT Wolf Point 357

P. 0. BOX 3828, WEST PALM BEACH. FLORIDA 33402
wMIQ MI Iron Mountain 548 A &
KATE MN Albert Lea 512 »

-

AR A ~

WHOH OH Hamilton 1003 (mileage recompute)

_

KWHW OK Altus 1055 \\:)
KSIW Woodward 27 =N 1 ‘
KYNT SD Yankton 485 ss g
WREL. VA Lexington 1260

1490 WDAN IL Danville 848
WKBV IN Richmond 361
KKAN KS Phillipsburg 706
WPOR ME Portland 1391 -
WMPX MI Midland 791
KNDC ND Hettinger 338 w QQC ro Io
WMRN OH Marion 978
KBIX OK Muskogee 1000
KUGR WY Green River 788 ' 30‘
CKEF N <£ar Falls 227

£.0 80X 180
TERRE HAUTE. INDIANA 47808
REPORTERS

GA-GA Gary Atkines//Macon, GA//Superadio

NjW-MB Niel Wolfish//Winnipeg, MB//R71A, Superadio+ LW

WOLF-MB Niel Wolfish//Lewis, MB//Toshide RP 2006, AXC-2 ant coupler, Drake R7, ICON R70, beverages,
CJ-TN Chris Johnson//Memphis, TN//Superadioc barefoot

CK-OH  Chuck Kaufman//Lebanon, OH//

JIJR-WI John Rieger/South Milwaukee, WI//

WRH-NY Bill Hale//Johnson City, NY//Superadio

jelly babies, hamburgers

SONE ABBREVIATIONS & SPECIAL SYWBOLS USED IN DDXD-E
TT:test tones (0C:open carrier TC:time check ORM:inlerference QTH: location SIP:singing I CID:code ID jx:jingle lcl:local Igl:iegal
m:music Ninevs vi:veatber sps:sports HS:high school FB:football BB:basaball BEB:basketbsl} HIY:hockey >:after <:before
=iequal vith or equal to D:parzllel with $:over/under 9:O7eT y:unger Yiwith Yivery :00: on the bour *:to or into
55:5panish FF:French EE:Englisk POL:political 605:gospel REL:religion or religious BBD:big band OLD:oldies ROK:rock ’n’ roll
EZL:easy listening CiW:country & western AC:adult 7 0C:urban cont ary tlk:talk ContChr:contesporary Christien
CHR: cont ary hit radio AP:A Press Radio UPI:United Press International MBS:Mutual Broedcasting Systes MRM:Notor Racing Net

USRE:United Stns Radio Wet NCRM:Music Country Radio Net S5B:Star Spangled Banner LI:Larry King BW:Bruce Williams PH:Paul Rarvey

n Bl

slon:sign on sloff:sign off SR:sunrise SRS:munrise skip SS:sunset SSS:sumse! skip LSS:local sunsst

WCCO raoic

MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL

AM
ry . .

Goforth Media, Inc.

BOX 297 - GREAT BARRINGTON, MASS. 01230
413 528-0860 -

DOMESTIC DX DIGEST - WEST @

Nancy Hardy, 2301 Pacific Avenue, Aberdeen, WA 98520

T TIIOYESTSTSESTMGETITETTE ST

We have only one lone reporter this week, If you are in the Mountain or
Pacific time zones send me your catches. The next few DDXD-West deadlines
are Sat. March 26, Sat. April 16, Sat. May 21 and Sat. June 25.

MIDDAY TO MIDNIGHT

1590 KIIQ NV SUN VALLEY-RENO - 2/19 1955-2058 s/off in KJET null.
Address given at s/off seemed to be 5290 Neil Rd., Renoj;
power given as 5000 watts. Feb. LSS in Reno woulq have been
2030 I believe; don’t think power drop at that time. Some
KTIL QRM around 2045, (RHM-WA)

MIDNIGHT TO MIDDAY

1500 KHTT CA SAN JOSE - MM 2/22 0400 ID. No trace of CKAY during checks
around the hour until 0900 when CKAY loud & clear announcing
2k hours. Wonder if off earlier, perhaps MM CKAY SP? fRHM)

1510 KTIM CA SAN RAFAEL - 2/23 1002 with SF traffic report mentioning
Golden Gate and Bay bridges, and UPI News at a later time. In
KGA null. (RHM-WA) X

1520 KTRO? CA PORT HUENEME - 2/23 presumed to be Spanish atop nulled KSGO
0957-1013 with ad for Motor Co. in Venturas one possible
"gunshot ID" heard. Another Spanish in mess, KMPG? (RHM-WA)

1530 KFBK CA SACRAMENTO - MM 2/22 off at O%00 check. ID as testing o458 &
other times. Notg&ng else heard on c?an?el.c(gﬂm-gA)id .

1540 K¥ A WATERLOO - 2/21 00 ID as “KXEL, Waterloo-Cedar Rapids,

H BT then into Aﬁé-l news, Iowa weather 0405. Thru nulled. KLSY.
(RHM-WA ) . . .

1550 KXEX CA FRESNO - MM 2/22 0358 ID in English thru classic KKHI, then
into Spanish. (KNTR s/on 09003 didn’t hear KVAN). (RHM=WA)

1560 KKAA SD ABERDEEN - 2/21 0700 apparently s/on, but hardly readable.
{Note this a Sunday morning with KPMC s/on circa 0800).(RHM)

1570 CKTA AB TABER - 2/20 0502 with “KT Country" slogan. Nothing else
noted with CHUB nulled in morning-long monitoring. (RHM-WA)

1580 KNIX AZ TEMPE-PHOENIX - 2/20 0400 ID; only identifiable signal on
1580 all morning. (RHM-WA)

KDAY CA SANTA MONICA - MM 2/22 0701:30 atop channel, rarely heard
here in these times with KNIX normally holding forth hereon.
Spanish noted circa 0730, presumably XEDM. (RHM-WA)

1600 KBBY UT CENTERVILLE - MM 2/22 0858 with close of “"Focus on the
Family" program, SLC ad. No si§n of KEED/KOHI even after
0900, Some unID Spanish (KGST?). (RHM=WA) M'

KVNI
KVNI

Post Office Box 308 « Coeur d'Alene. 1D 83814

REPORTER
RHM-WA/Roy H. Millar, Marysville, WA/FRG-7 et al

Rolling Stone cancels
radio station contest

CLEVELAND (UP1) — Rolling
Stone magazine says it will drop its
readers poll radio station of the
year contest as a result of question-
able practices by Cleveland rock
station WMMS.

WMMS, the nine-time winner of
the award, admitted this week that
it regularly bought large quantities
of the magazine to distribute ballots
and fill ballots out for itself.

About 80 percent of WMMS's
1,000 votes in the latest contest
came from ballots it either complet-
ed or distributed.

“What they did certainly goes
against the spirit of the readers poll.
It’s unfortunate that they felt they
had to cheat when we're only talk-
ing 1,000 votes,” Managing Editor
Jim Henke said Thursday.

Station officials were not avail-
able for comment after the maga-
zine announced it would cancel fu-
ture contests.

“Every effort 1s made to verify
each ballot; however, 1t is beyony
our means to determine whether
the ballot was completed by an
individual reader or through the
bulk purchase of the nwpazine,™
Henke said.

WMMS, responding to questions
after The (Cleveland) Plain Dealer
obtained a memo instructing a sta-
tion employee to pick up 800 maga-
zines, said it bought the magazines
every year to distribute ballots to
staff, family, friends and supporters,

“As a result, this category will be
removed from future Rolling Stone
reader polls,” Henke said. “Their
action in no way lessens the validi-
ty and the credibility of the results
of the readers poll’s other catego-
ries.

“I wasn’t surprised that "MMS
won it early on to the extent that
the station 15 well known and well

respected in the industry, just us 1t
is today. The fact that they contin-
ued to win it year after year cid
start to raise a few questions,”
Henke said.

Officials from New York Ciy
station. WNEW. which finished
close second in the balloung, said
they never distributed or filled oul
their own bailots. Officials from
third-place finisher WMMR of Phi
adelphia said they did not consider
the poll very important.

K-P R
:IAIS[ ! /IOAM

KPRZ, San Marcos. CA 920069
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585

340t

488
470
684
765
?74
800
810
89t
1035
1100
1100
1107

1185

1447

1539
1521

1540
1566
1584
1593

1402
1610

Mark Connelly - W. Yarmouth, MA
Marc Delorenzo - Warner Robins, GA

Bill

INTERNATIONAL DX DIGEST

Chuck Hutton, 1237 Lanier Blvd., Atlanta, GA 30306
404-873-2785. BEFORE 2300 ELT

For ELT substract 5 hours. Deadline: Monday

SPAIN Madrid 2/6 2220 SS talk and mx, fair through WEEI-590 slop.
(Connelly)

GUADELUPE? RFO? Pointe a Pitre 1/16 0500 with time pip, news in FF,
buried under 2 S5 stns, no ID heard and well past listed RFO s/off but
who else could it be? (Sorensen)

PORTUGAL Lisboa 2/6 2216 good w/excited PP talk, possibly a sports
program. (Connelly)

VENEZUELA YVULL Caracas R. Rumbos 1/16 0437 fair 5SS talk, mx by female
vocalist, Rumbos ID // 4970. No WMAQ with auroral conditions. (Sorensen)
SPAIN Sevilla 2/6 2213 xInt with man and woman in S§S. (Connelly)

SENEGAL Dakar 278 2213 good w/accented FF talk. (Connelly)

SPAIN 2/6 2226 man and woman in SS o/fast SAH. (Connelly)

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES PJB Bonaire 1/146 0429 with EE religion, annct and
end of EE programming "to resume again at 7:15 AM on B00 KHZ MW and ?
MHZ SW...From Bonaire, this is Trans World Radio". (Sorensen?

COLOMBIA Bogota HJCY 2@d5 0007 SS talk by man. No sign of WGY. Fair-good.
(Townshend)

ALGERIA Algiers 2/6 2148 good w/AAS talk. (Connelly)

PORTUGAL Lisboa 2/4 2144 strong with PP talk by man. <(Connelly)

ANTIGUA St. John“s ZDK 2/25 0056 spot for cricket game at Antigua
Recreatjon Grounds. Xint. (Townshend)

COLOMBIA Bogota HJCN 2/17 0031 R. Reloj w/frequent menticns of Cali.
Good. (Townshend)

EGYPT Batra 2/7 0325 to strong peaks w/AA female vocal
(Connelly)

ANTIGUA Caribbean Lighthouse St.

and flutes.

John’s 1717 0151 fair with male

preacher, gospel hymns, bothered by splatter from S0 kW local rocker
CKOC-1150. (Sorensen)
MONACO Monte Carlo 2/6 2200 time beep, reltigious mx, poor in slop.

(Connelly)

WEST GERMANY Mainflingen 2/7 0545 Muzak, good on peaks. (Connelly)
SAUDI ARABIA Duba 1/26 0315 severe het against WWKB-1520 breaking
through at times with & chanting. (Sorensen)

BAHAMAS ZNSt Nassau 372 0035-00045 fair alone with AC mx and local
“Nightsounds on Radio Bahamas®”. First time heard from Georgia.
(DelLorenzo)

TUNISIA Sfax 276 2150 acapella AA chant o/fast SAH.
SPAIN 2/7 0452 SS talk by man, good. (Connelly)
WEST GERMANY Langenberg 2/7 0450 loud w/Alpine GG group vocal mx.
(Connelly)

SPAIN 2/7 045t SS talk, female vocal mx, fair in sliop. (Connelly)
ANGUILLA Caribbean Beacon, The Valley 2/28 0457 air with contemporary
Christian mx, into CNN nx at 0500 including Olympicv figure skating
results from Calgary, time check and promo for Billy Graham’s “Hour of
Decision® at 0502 "Sundars at { PM on his stn® then back into news with
annct “This is news from CNN Radio* and item about Jimmy Swagart, ID
05046 "This is the Caribbean Beacon Radio from Anguilla in the West
Indies", went on to list frequencies and power. (Sorensen)

ads;

(Connelly)

ICF2010, 2 37m. phased LW’s
GE World Monitor, SMi

Morris Sorensen - Milton, ONT HQ@1S0, SM2
Townshend - Washington DC ICF20%0
1300 KHz ¢ 6221KHz

through the day...

into the night !

no International

P.0.Box 4078

Amsterdam - Hollan

Not All Daytimers

[0 pe?
Vit Tk

Washington DC ... Some AM day-
timers are turning down the opportunity
to operate throughout the night, despite
a long-fought battle for this rule change
by most AMers.

Of about 1,200 qualifying stations 444
responded as of late January to an FCC
Show Cause Order specifying the night-
time power levels for individual stations.

Of these, 62 said they did not want to
go full time. That is according to Henry
Straube, who supervises AM licensing
at the Commission.

Stations declining the offer said the
power level allocated was too low,
Straube explained. The stations were
authorized to operate during nighttime
hours with a maximum power of 500 W,
reduced as necessary to avoid interfer-
ence to existing full-time stations.

Most stalions, however, received
power levels substantially below the
maximum.

The FCC’s plan allowed daytimers on
regional channels and on 940 and 1550
kHz to add nighttime operations effec-
tive 1 December. Their power level cal-
culations are based on protection to ex-
isting full-time stations, but not the pro-
posed nighttime operation of the other
former daytime-only stations.

Regional channe! extension was the
latest rule change increasing night oper-
ations for daytimers. The Commission
adopted rules in October allowing day-
timers on the 14 Class I-A foreign clear
channels to operate at night.

Stations did not question their power
level authorization, but “a few” asked
about other stations, Straube said. “In
one case, [ know they were right (about
interference).”

by Alan Carter

WKCW case

One station turning down the night-
time offer is WKCW in Warrenton, VA,
which was granted 42 W, compared to
a 5 kW daytime power level.

With its tower approximately eight
miles from the largest town in the cover-
age area, the signal would not be strong
enough to reach there, said Program
Director Ben Burrows.

“It wouldn't help us in our area,” Bur-
rows said. “We try to maintain the same
sound that the radio had when it went
on the air 28 years ago. With the sound
that we do, the beauty of radio is we sign
off at night.”

WKLY in Hartwell, GA, also turned
down the chance to stay on the air
around the clock. “We do not have the
equipment to modify (our signal), and
the power would be so low” said
General Manager Jo Ann Moore.

The FCC granted the station 149%W for
night, compared to its 1 kW daytime
power. Moore explained that for her
operation, it was not economicaﬂ'y feasi-
ble to continue to broadcast at pight.

She atso said the nightlime signal
“probably wouldn’t get across town.”
WKLY'’s tower is about 2%:-3 miles out-
side Hartwell. “That (the 149 W) is just
pitiful,” Moore added. “I would settle for
500 W

Taking advantage
While some are opting to sign off at
their usual time, the majority of AMday-
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Going Night

timers responding are choosing to begin
night broadcasts.

In Sayre, PA, WATS continued its pro-
gramming the first day it could, accord-
ing to CE Larry Brown. “The hardware
was in place, and it was a matler of just
not switching off.”

WATS was given 50 W, the same as the
post sunset power level. The station
operates at 5 kW in the daytime. Located
in a valley, 50W is enough power to carry
WATS’s signal into the three towns the
station mainly covers, Brown said.

Going full time also “simplified our
operations significantly,” Brown said. He

has “innumerable memories” of some-

one forgetting to turn the station’s equip-
ment off at the right time. Now, the oper-
ations are computerized for the 24-hour
operation.

“In my opinion, it simplified and re-
moved the jeopardy of some operator
not turning the transmitter off at the
right time,” Brown said. “It's given me
some peace of mind.”

The opportunity to continue opera-
tions was a natural extension for KACT
in Andrews, TX, said PD Sharon
Nichols. Sister station, KACT-FM al-
ready was on the air 24 hours, and the
stations just began around-the-clock
simulcasting. “It was more convenience
than anything,” she added.

The FCC granted KACT 240 W for
night, one of the higher allocations. The
station operates at 1 kW in daytime.
Nichols said the nighttime wattage gave
the station “fairly good” coverage. “It
covers our side of town.”

When the FCC issued the Show Cause
Orders, the FCC’s Straube said, the
Commission granted the nighttime
broadcasting rights automatically. Now,
the FCC will have to go back and change
the authorizations of the stations who do
not go 24 hours, he explained.

Processing responses

The FCC asied stations to notify the
Commission within 30 days of the an-
nouncement on 19 November if they
would go to nighttime. Straube said he
assumed the stations that have not
responded will retain the night alloca-
tion unless they tell the FCC differently.
“We probably wouldn't say anything if
people were to respond today” he
added.

KQNK Radio

Box 220
Norton. Kansas
676854

At the NAB, Deputy General Counsel
Barry Umansky is “a little bit surprised”
that some stations are turning down this
apportunity. He said, however, that the
deaision is a business judgement for sta-
tions.

“There have been some tremendous
suceess stories of stations with no more
than 20 W” Umansky said. He en-
courages engineers to contact the FCC's
AM branch if they have questions about
the allocations. “{ talked to some stations’
that were befuddled on why the watts
(allocated for nighttime) were lower than
the PSSA”

Umansky said he believed the FCC
should remind stations about the dead-
line to get a more accurate picture of
what stations are doing.

“{ have talked to some broadcasters
who have as much as 100 W who are not
using it,” said Bud Walters, chairman ot
the NAB Daytimers Committee. “In the
real sense of the word, no matter the
power a person has ... they have the
ability to have some meaningful cover-
age in their area”

He admits the move to full-time broad-
casting is a “personal business decision.
In some instances it involves some ex-
pense.”

He said that if a station receives less
than 20 W, the extension “may be ques-
tionable if their tower is 10 miles out of
town. Everything is relative to where
your tower is, and your frequency”

Walters, president of the Cromweli
Group based in Nashville, TN, said one
of his stations, WHRS in Winchester, KY,
has a 40W nighttime authorization. He
is going full time but did not face addi-
tional expenses because the station is
equipped for multiple powers.

He encouraged stations to consider all
the possibilities posed by this authori-
zation. “At least now there is a choice,”
Walters said. “Tt may not be exactly what
they want, but it’s more than has been
possible” B
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{(My Continuing Adventuies into Radioland--)

by John R. Malicky, Pittsburgh, PA
for the National Radio Club, copyright 1988

Tntrniuction: This is the third year in a row I have visited AM-FM stations be-
farn ani after our annual conventinns. In 17385, my first year, I stopped at 12
ctatisne in lower “ennsylvania and in 1986, 30 stations were visited, again in
lower Pennsylvania, from Somerset to Phoenixville and as far north to Lewistown.
This year for 8 days with lima as »ur 1987 convention site, I had the opportu-
nity to travel along the West Virginia border into Ohio visiting 52 radio and TV
snarations. The route began at Zast Liverpool, Chio, continued south to Galli-
nnlisg, hio, northwest throuzh Zolumbus to Lima, then returning from Findlay
szt o onster, south to Newark through ¥Mt, Vernon, then east again to Cam-
bridsa, un tn Gnshoncton and home. As in the past 2 years, I sent out postcards,
this year, t» 56 =nronnsed stons, unable to make 6 visits, but I got to 2 sta-
tions nnt acrounted for, a new station on the air WRGM-1440 and a religious TV
station. For the first time this year, 6 stations responded out of about half
af the cards sent early enough asking for directions. Locations for the other
aperations came from varieus station personnel, an ex CE of WYNO-1120, and much
providied helr from NRC members George Greene, Jim Wallace, Robert Eddy, and Paul
fiount, all of these zentlemen of whom I am deeply indebted. For the first time,
I vas accompanied on part of the trip with paul for a day and a half enjoying 5
visitz from Athens to Lancaster. lany thanks also go to Bruce Conti, my room-
mate at Lima, for coping with our room full of my “stuff” and to Jerry Bond for
introducing the joy of viziting osn one's own initiative. =x7ain as in the vast 2
vearc, my abjectivee wer:: chnose most stations I uwreviously veried and link w/
‘thers that were on the way, meest my v/s and/or station versonnel, show them my
bso%xs of QSLs, and explain the hobby and the NRC. Included in my explanation
was Showing nersonnel our Log Book and their station's respective position on
the 4ial, showing them the Night Pattern Book, and handing out our "Guide to DX"
and 1985%-87 DXN back copies that were given free at the conventions. Also, ex-~
cent for nne time last year, as an extra added bonus at some operations, I played
my taned recentions for versonnel of their station, even receiving 4 confirma-
tinns! In annreciation along with informational folders, I received the usual
nromotional items including, for the first time this year, posters. As in the
past, I handed out my "JX" cards receiving their business cards and tuned in ste
tions just before visiting to get a feel for the format and/or DJs. Like it was
before, the personal encounters shared with many of the people I met were just
as entertaining and imvortant as the trip itself. So to Paul who is spared from
tyning all this mess(hi!}, here now is my story, I hope you enjoy it.

Pk o
um“[lll_ﬂ Monday, August 31st, the preparations are com-

plete, the adventures begin! Departing Pitts-
burgh at 7:30 AM, the weather this year is kind with clear and sunny skies as
ooposed to last year when it rained. Forty five miles later along route 30 west
I leave the Pennsylvania border, cross the Ohio River, and am greeted by a stan-
dard state sign above the highway, "Welcome to Ohio - The Buckeye State!™ Along
the banks of the Ohio before the river curves south, I'm in East Liverpool and
shortly locate my first station, WOHI-1490/WELA "Stero Country™ FM 104.3. As
part of the offices can be seen through the 2 story glass and brick building, the
station's patriotism shows as "Old Glory" hangs on the front wall next to the
large black block WOHI call. My v/s from 1981 has moved on quite some time ago,
so I'm greeted first by NxD John Rambo, who's been here for just a few months,
then by a younger gentleman, P & MxD Kalen Boyd. Later by accident, I find a
brightly colored billboard with music coming out of a chest laden with gold
coins advertising WOHI's "Now Pure Gold" format from SMN, as the only live show
is Kalen's from 6-10 AM., Curious and interested about DX, Kalen mentions their
overations at the 236 West 6th St. location will move, if they already haven't
done so, in 7Jctober to Calcutta, Ohio 3 miles north into a new shopping center
marked by that billboard.

®

@ Via Ohio route 7 south&22 west in Steubarwville, another station, "WDIG
WD|G Pure Gold 950," has the same format from the same company as WOHI%S
even though both are located less than 20 miles apart! Such is the
case as Operations Manager Sherry Hansen explains, "it was a mistake
on SMN's part since we got the format first in January, 1987, so even
. though we're in the same listening area, WOHI wasn't supposed to get
1t, but they did!" She also added SMN asked WDIG to switch with SMN mor WHLZ-
FM, located about 35 miles south in the Wheeling area, but station owner Fred
Staffilino declined. The station has been in another mix-up when they weren't
included @n the latest Arbitrons. On the plus side, WDIG has enjoyed improved
ratings since January switching from live AdCon WLIT to the "live-assisted" ol-
dies as listeners enjoy the professional quality within the format. You've
n;obably heard of this "live-assisted" phrase before as I'll run across i1t many
times on the trip. It's one of the not so new, but "hip" radio terms meaning
a board operator playing music and nre-recorded announcements, but no live DJ,
the voice of the personality either off satellite or on reel-to-reel tapes sent
by the.comnany. As my v/s for WLIT, Sherry, a 1980 grad of Ohio University-
Zanesv1l}e, has enjoyed the § years she has been at the station. At the board,
Sherry signs on ¥DIG and is there until 3 PM, is replaced by a high school stu-
ient from 3-~5, then a vart-time nroduction assistant maintains control to sign-
2ff. Addiitional nrograms include religion on weekend mornings, a trading oro-
gram "Raiio Auction” 10-12 weekdays, and Cleveland Browns and Jhio State foot-
ball. While discussing DX, a very useful tip according to Sherry is, "that
when writing for veries, a person might have more luck addressing reports to
the Public Service Director who's always involved in the day-to-day affairs of
a station.” Collections »of the owner, though neither work, are two large old
Philco_and Zenith radins with wooden cabinets in the 1lobby. across the Jhin
Rilver 1s their 2 tower array nushing the directional nattern south protecting
wiJ-Detroit. Having been at this location for all of their 14 years adjacent
tn Jefferson Technical College, wDIG is marked by 2 large circular IDs on the
outsiie »f their one story building along Sunset Blvd.

1340

. "A service of Associated Communications m
Cornoration,™ Steubenville's W3TV-1340/WRKY FM
103.5 is located downtown on the second floor of
an nffice building. Unfortunately, my arrival
coincides with lunch hour and unknown to me, PD
Jnyce Nicholson has steoped onto the elevator the same time I get off, so no
tour. The AM's nrimary wrogramming includes local and naticnal talk with lLarry
“ing and Talknet, a heavy emrhasis of high school svnorts plus Notre Dame and
Cincinnati Bengal fontball, and mor music. "Rocky 103" features CHR music

reaching into a 21 county 3 state area. Both stations are heard recgularly at
home. CE Charles . Gerwig was my v/s for the AM 5% years ago.

WRKY 103

320 Market Street, Steubenvile Ohw < 5 15¢

'A very comnunity orientei(ani) tynical
small marxket..station, struggling con-
stantly, but having fun," is ¥SIR-1430
located 10 miles east of Steubenvillz

A in %eirton, West Virginia. As quntel in
ﬂermr& ) ) her very cheerful 1984 v/1 and still
. Weirton-Steubenville  feeling the same way is midday personal-
ity Mary Lou Jones-#oodside, who's also a very good friend and ex-college room-
mate of WDIG's Ms. Hansen, so no backstabbing here! Having started her career
at WSTV, then to Wheeling's WZMM, and finally settling here, Mary Lou was one
of the 6 versons who sent directions to WEIR mentioning PD and morning hocst
Cha?lle Mitchell would have showed me around, but he was now out to lunch,ton!
Inside the station, there's just enough room for a pleasant working atmosphare.
In the studio are, surprisingly, nsw turntables, a colorful "WEIR Radio 1430®
banner on the front wall, and drawings of 3 clocks that corresponi to iiffer-
ent dayvarts when their format(Gold, Supergold, & AC) is played. The music i
spnolemented by national news from ths AP wire and the USA Today newsnapcr.
Throughout the trin I'l1ll find that almost all stations use the AP wire for some
of their news, but is it because it's cheaver than UPI's as I remember a c¢/m-
ment.made by a PD at my local WIXZ-1360 mentioning AP's writing, to put it mili-
ly, is not the best. Anyway, having been on the air since 1950 using the ~ri-
ginal Sates, wWSIR's 4 tower array, which pushes their day and night pattern
south(though heard at home), i1s located in Ohio, just the opposite of wbLTu':
towers, tpough the Weirton station has recently had groundwave problems. Jth
a changg in ownershin, WEIR isn't involved much in promo items, but 4id have
the cgnltal to aquire a small FMer, ex WHOH, in Cadiz, Ohio 30 miles southwe:nt
of welrton. TIdentified by a gold florescent sign with the call in black along-
side Pennsylvania Ave., the station occupies a one story aluminum-sided build-
ing near the Colliers wWay exit off route 22.



WEEL - FM

WKWK - AM

Skies are now eray and avarcast indicating that this
mornineg ' farscast of rain will soon come, but it
Iyean’ | vash out ny 2fforts after traveling cir-
cuitous "est Virginia routes 67 and 88(past Beth-
any & “est Liberty State Colleges) to Waddles Run
Knad, 3% miles south of Weirton, to reach another
oldies station, WKWK-1400 & WEEL FM "Easy 97.3."
The visit is an easy one and kicks off the first
»f 3 1o “heeling stations. Next as documented, a rare phenomenon occurs near
the small Adark brown cinder block building. It begins to pour striking the
roaiside "1lh- & »~aillz "weel" sign so hard that the wheel moves-hi! Pre-
sl oo catineer £oe Ul years at the city's WIRF TV 7, CE Len Smith has ta-
ken over ne duties here as of April 1. Len is gratious to explain both sta-
tinns' automation systems which for WEEL's music is supovlied by Bonneville pro-
ocrammers while Transtar's "The 0ldies Channel”™ comes through on WK. Some months
ago ¥K4w featurel MYL, but this service in his terms, "extended its usefulress.”
At home, both come in daily though a spur of local WJAS-1320 on 1400 is, "due
t> the overlnoading of the(your) Sumeradio.” Dropping off a report of "1l4-wWK"
far conrirmation, Lon's appreciative for the DXN I brought and says he'll give
the letter attention, but unfortunately nothing ever comes.

As the rain bounces lightly on 16th Street in
Anentown “hreling, there's a large building “"Call(ing) it
home™ mostly to WTRF TV 7, but also at a separate entrance
on the left is %W7ZW¥M-1600/FM 107. Once owned with TV 7,
the statinons narted some years ago as the AM has also been
knowm as ¥ANR & WUNI. Her mood possibly dampened by my arrival or
maybe because the station has filed for bankruptcy(where I found this out at a
later stop at W2IF), NxD Paula Ginther interrupts her paperwork to give a quick
tour mentioning, "the stations will simulcast CHR music on Z-107 as long as the
new owner(Burbach Inc.) desires!" VWith that answer, 2 reports are handed over,
sne for WUNI from a February, '87 logging that never did get answered and one
for 4iZMM. However, it'll take a second report for W2MM, mailed 2% months later
in November, '87, to be answered by PD Jim Ryan whom I met during a break on
his afternoon show. -

50.000 Watt Radio

Just a few blocks west on one way Main
Street is “heeling's Capitol Music Hall, home to
the “Jamboree USA,"” and also the home, where
spirits are bright, to the 50,000 WATT country
music giant, WWVA-1170, along with "Stero Coun-
try” WOVK FM 98.7! Having an advantage of being
near the architecturally beautiful hall, WWVA
is one of the few stations left in the country
to broadcast a live show, the Jamboree, which
is heard every Saturday night. Built in 1928,
the hall is just 2 years younger than WWVA.
Upon entering, one finds the Hall's box office
on the left and his destination on the right. As a downtown billboard boasts,
in "America's #1 Radio Newsroom" is Nx & Sps Reporter David Demarest. In his
office to back that claim, David is excited to find out WWVA, "had 5 major news
stories(renorted) that the(local) newspaper didn't have(today)!"” On the wall
is a listing of the "KDKA News Network." David explains this 1ist represents
an agreement between XKDXA and WWVA in which each station will provide news stor-
ies to the other from their respective areas and not to any other Pittsburgh or
Wheeling station. Also, KDKA will pay $5.00 to any WWVA reporter for giving
them a story. (Note: this agreement actually works as I heard David several
times on XDKA revorting the story about the Ashland oil slick on the Ohio River
moving towards Wheeling this early January, 1988, so I assume he made a bundle
of money for his work-hi!) Though David's business card still mentions that
the stations, under the title of the Wheeling Broadcasting Co.,, are a subsidi-
ary of the (John)Price Broadcasting Co., they were sold about one year ago to
Jsborne Communications. Just behind the receptionist's desk in the WWVA studio
with the most modern of equipment at his fingertips is 3-7 PM air personality
Bob Berry! Very kind to take a few breaks during his busy show of local news,
music, and contests, Bob is really aware of the DX hobby and enjoys looking over
a counle of my QSL books. Bob also remembers and writes a list of the 12 pre-~
vious stations that helned him climb the "radio ladder of success"(my term!) to
the ton! Besides WCPM-1280 Cumberland, KY, his original home and first statim,
here are the others, though not in order: WHLN-1410 KY(a station in which he
sunnlies a needed v/s), WNVA-1350 VA, WKOY-1240 VA, WFHG-980 VA, exWAFI-1560 KY
now WPXY-14Q0, WNOX-990 TN, WAJR-1440 WV, WHBT-1600 TN, WLAF-1450 TN, WEIF-1370
Wy, and WOM®-1290 "H(my next & last stop today). As I knew he was in Orlando
this week for a News Directors Convention, .

WHEELING BROADCASTING COMPANY
Capitol Music Hall * Wheeling. WV 26003 * 304-232-1170
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I did not get the chance to meet NRCer and WWVA Nx Revorter Jim Wallace, but I
was glad to meet Fat the recentionist, David, Bob, and the rest of Wheeling's
best known stations!

Nearing 6 PM, after crossing the Ohio River, I've run out of
time and am too late to tour Bellaire's “Talkradio 1290 WONP"
& FM 100.5, the #1 station, and quoated by wWDIG's Ms. Hansen,
"who's killing the rest of us!" All the regular staff has left
excent for the AM operator and FM DJ as the secretary, who was
just about to leave herself, said, "you shouldn't have even made
it inside as the front door is normally locked!" At least I didn't
come away emnty handed as she gave me one whnle FM b/s, that was off the floor-
hi! Speaking of the FM, I guess with a CHR format, that's natural these days
esnecially since their 29 share is more than double that of WWVA according t»
the latest summer Arbitrons for the 10 station Wheeling area, though the rating
does not include WDIG. No dummy, WOMP-FM even takes note of this exhalting it-
self as, "..The Ohio Valley's(Bellaire-Wheeling-Steubenville) Highest Rated Radio
Station!" Both are regulars at home, the AM has been veried twice-once in 1374
and the second time by Jim Wallace who nerformed a club-snonsored test on Feb-
ruary 1, 1982 during his empnloyment there. 1In his most recent letter, Jim said
to contact NxD Sean McCormick who hosts a local talk show in the morning, but
as I found out, Sean is gone by 2 °M. Having signed on in 1947, WOMP is loca-
ted in a ranch style facility adjacent to their large self-suonorting tower
surrounded by a nartially wooded area about one mile northwest of Bellaire on
state route 214, TFRxcent for the tower as a marker, there's no sign at the en-
trance on either of the short roads leading to the buildins.

Now a nerfect way to end an event filled first day. Heading west, about 2 miles
northeast of St. Clairsville, Ohio, I witness a majestic sight at the WWVA trans-
mitter site. The sun is just breaking through the overcast behind the 3 giant
self-summorting in line towers, soon to direct the powerful night signal north-
east. Get ready 2lle!

WEIF RADIO 1370AM

with the beginning of the new month, Sentember, on this first sunny
Tuesday, following an overnight stay at The Floridian Motel near St. Clairsville,
new survrises await as I am "called" by the voice of Christianity, WEIF-1370,
located about 10 miles south of Wheeling in Moundsville, %V. Providing the area
ARB ratings and WZMM bankruotcy info, plus directions to here, is Sales Rep/
Operations Manager Mark Erste. My v/s from 3 years agzo, ministry Co-ordinator
Al Eimer, is no longer with them. WEIF actually began as Tov 40 rocker WMOD
back on October 1, 1950, changed to country and the current calls, then to the
nresent format in the early '80s. The original location, along with the trans-
mitter which still remains there, was on top of a hill just east of town. Their
current address is in town on 7th Street off route 2 in a 2 story white wood
framed house that at an angle almost resembles a church! Though daytime only
"BIF has a large record supnly, much of their "Christian AdCon" programming is
talk, either local or off satellite onto tape. This new phrase was added August
first after their old slogan "Praise Radio" was drovned when the "Word of God
Ministries" became questionable to use. When the conversion to religion was
made, 13 year President Henry Grewe didn't place much emvhasis on advertising
and oromotion. Since Mark's arrival about one year ago, he's worked to reversc
this trend raising the station's visibility to the public, increased sales vol-
ume, and added 2 salesman. Zven though WEIF is ranked at the bottom of the 10
station(rated) Wheeling market, they are financially stable and will soon get
a computer to coerdinate programs. However, in his oninion Mark feels the mar-
ket has too many stations and not enough people to support it!
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COMMUNICATIONS

As Paul Harvey, imitating Barbara Walters, would say, "here
now is the 'wetz' of the sto'y" on WETZ-1330/WATQ-103.9 lo-
cated 27 miles south on route 2, past nuclear and chemical
plants, in the profitable area of New Martinsville, West
Virginia! Just past a bridge, which links the town toovhio,
high on a single self-supporting tower, the letters "wil/"
are posted. Once probably the transmitter and/or studion
NEW MARTINSVILLE. W. VA. 28155 Jocation, I'm fooled to find just a small wood framed omnty
house. Two miles down the road is the "real” W&ETZ, but on the front of a =
story building in large yellow letters is the old "WKGI" FM call. PD George
Jenkins exvlained that the AM moved here 2 years ago from the old North Ltreed
location, then switched formats with the FM in March, '87 going from Ton 40/CHK
to automated country. WATQ, still playing music on records, also has, like
WEIR, hand drawn clocks corresponding to different times of the day when their
format changes as classic rock fills the morning hours. The staff is very cor-
teous finding my books and hobby most interesting. Later, GM Shelly Drennen
confirms a report I took of WETZ on the way here signing a c¢/m though I questim

WATQ/WETZ
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that the 1000 watt daytime only signal would extend as far north to washington,
PA as it's never been heard at home. Before leaving, George hands out some

WETZ "Fun Map" nosters that have caricatures of New Martinsville places and
businesses and calls the local Radic Shack to expect a pickup of a "Super Q"shirt:

CWV ‘} WD In one of West Virginia's rich-
AM 630 est counties, Pleasants, is
e Vg Voo on Wik St. Marys, where off route 2 up
route 16 less than 2 miles south-
east of town, 700 feet above overlooking the beautiful hills on a sunlit after- L]

noon, on Greens Run Road is the home of NRCer Robert Eddy's WYVW-630/WRRR 101.7.

STEREO FM

PITTSBURGH
feomsyVasna
West Vingma

On a small white cinder block building, a "W3R" sign welcomes visitors. WVVW

or "The Valley's Voice of Worship" began operations on 1570 kilohertz Decembter 10, -
178", Then 2 years later the station applied and received permission to move [
down to 630 with reduced power from 1000 watts to 500, but took advantage of the 59 §
increased coverage reaching more into the Parkersburg-Marietta area. More good

news is, as of this writing, WVVW will increase power back to 1000 watts on a
November 17. Having 2 business card for both stations, Operations Manager David

Hoyt(aka David Jacobson), who previously worked at 4 WV stations(WCHS, WXIT,
WKKW, and WMOV a future stop), explains that the AM is entirely automated on the
Carosel system. Also, suscribing to no company, both he and Bob program and

overate WVV¥ with talk and religious music consisting of southern Gospel, mor, Ep :
and classical, but very little AdCon. On weekends, a single operator watches
the system. when the station first went on, only 3 talk nrograms aired. Now

the 1ist has grown to 60, nlus a possibility for more, with a 50/50 split from

national agencies and local churches. Targeting to an over 30 audience, the

station has been, "very successful and tremendously accepted," in their coverage

arsa, "that never had this tyve of vnrogramming before." Upon mentioning that

the 500 watt daytime only signal reaches home daily, Robert, part owner with

Davii and GM, issues me a second verie, in addition to my 1570 QSL, on the

snnt from a taned on-the-hour Iu! Also having similiar acceptance in the area

is "Y3R", live 24 hours, which receives soft AdCon music from J. Stevens of CA.

Natinonal news from NBC is on tape delay. During breaks in her midday show is fé
air personality Leslie Trapp, who's very interested in our club and hobby,

helning with directions to 2 stations including WADC in Parkersburg. A year
earlier, the F¥ took to the air in Nav, '83. Using a Harris 2.5 kw transmitter
with the guyed tower alongside thz studios, "W3R" has an erp of 3 kw and has
annlied for 25 kxw. Jwned under the title of Seven Ranges Radio Company, Inc.,
Bob has wersmnally iriven over 2,00Q miles to measure both stations' field
snints. Though nlans are being made for a new 280 foot AM tower alongside the
station, the signal is now microwaved a few miles west across the Chio River

to Newwort, hio. Here at the AM site, Bob, taking time out of his busy sched-
ule, vrovides me with a direct look of the ground radials and explains how this
234 foot guyed tower was constructed using a gynpole(sic?) to stack one piece
on ton of another. In the surrounding field is farmland where cows are grazing
nartially senarated by a wooden fence with electrical wires attached. So I had
tn be careful not to get shocked climbing over the fence or stepping in the
manure! %ithin the field is a small wood framed shack containing the Harris

M 1 surrounded by an oriinary wire fence and the tower directly behind it in

a v»iern enclosure., At the base of the tower are the 120 conner wires, con-
nected to a sheet of metal, running into the ground a full radius around the
tower to keen the signal from dispersing, thus, "ground radials:” A farm trac-
tor with a small vlow was used to lay the wires which are sunposed to run equal
lengths, but because of a rnad and other obstacles, some run short shile others
stretch about 500 feet into the onen side. One of the obstacles near the shack
is a small »nond where a couple of wires can be seen running into it. Bob says
the nroblem here is that when kids would fish, they would het their lines cawght
~n the wires and have pulled some out! Bob, who started DXing in 1960 when he
was 14, hasn't had any time, but would like to get back into It someday. A
grad of Marietta College, Bob has worked at some electrical businesses before
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starting nhis first and only station. “He's a great and very professional per- a3
son to work with,” remarked Dave Hoyt. Nearing 4 PM, I'm glad to have met Bob
ani s=e his nmerati-ns as he extends an invitation to come back again. X
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A North Carolina Mini Beverage
by Charles A. Taylor

In Januarv 1988, with the onslaught of cold weather in North Carolina - and a
for real, 2-ynch snow: probably the worst time for the erection of any antenna, I
finally overcame inertia and constructed a 700-foot mini beverage, after nearly two
vears of living here In Horth Carolina.

We are fortunate to have a 50-acre wooded plot of land immediately behind
(northeast of) our home n Grifton. 1t shields my DX workings from much of the
veual powerline noise, as my 75-foot longwire is cited parallel to the rear property
Jine, on an axis of 1357315 degrees.

Unfortunately, as an affirmation of Murphy’'s Law, it was discovered that the
longwire has a deep nul! fabout 20dB) toward about 45 degrees, and Eurppe. That
such an electrically-short (at Md) wire could develope such a null was a reminder
that a short beverage could be a very interesting project.

In cummer of 1983, while still in Okinawa, 1 erected what 1 dubbed OKIBE
{oh-Kee-bee), a 1,000 foot Dkinawa beverage. Actually, 1 laid it on the ground,
with an orientation of 157195 degrees, and terminated it toward Taiwan. 1 took no
notes nor tapes of this event, but I remember the gain that it exhibited, especially
of the Fu Hsing ¢"Reconstruction®) B.C. stations in Taiwan on 1512 KHz. These were
usually rather weak, but on this occasion were armchair copy with high school
basepall playoffs being broadcast at the time.

The next effort, ENCEBE, was to be at least reasonably well documented.

My advise to whomever has considered the constuction of a beverage antenna:
Don t consider it, DO it. 1 had long contemplated the underbrush in the forect next
to our humble hovel, weighed the difficulties of erecting a beverage through it, and
talked to mvself out of it. 1 had, however, gathered together the materials for a
beverage, against the day that 1 might encounter optimal conditions.

Came a four-day weeKend, and the snow ¢naturally), but-what the hey- I"11 do it
anyway.

Construction took three hours, and was a one-man evolution. 1 suspended a
1,000 foot spool of #24 AWG, plastic -~ insulated wire on a 3-foot length of plastic
¢iothesline between two convenient supports, such that the spool plaved out wire
emoothly in the direction that the wire was being suspended. 1 fed the wire out
through a cteel pulley cuspended from the eaves of our house. To the end of the
wire, 1 attached a 3/8“ steel hook as a messenger (to provide weight for tossing the
wire over tree brances, and an aperature for snagging the wire with a gin pole),
Tossing the hook-weighted wire over tree branches in a straight line from the rear
of our house, and grabbing the hook manually, or with the gin pole (when the hook
came to rest suspended from a tree branch too high to reach by hand), 1 pulled the
wire out toward 45 degrees unti) 1 reached the limit of extension of the antenna, in
this case, the edge of the forest that faces a street on its northeast perimeter.
At that point, 1 terminated the far end of the wire temporarily on a ground rod,
then returned to the spool end of the wire, and cut it tong enough to wrap back on
itself on the pulley, and then passed it through a window to the DX den.

No special care was taken to insulate the wire, as it was alreadr plastic
insulated. As the antenna is temporary, the probability of abrasion of the
insulation by tree branches and by bushes wasn‘t considered. Since the wire wasn’t
too ‘ong, | was able to sight in on our garage during the entire evoluation.

As constructed, the ground termination consists of three Radio Shack ground
rods driven into the earth in a straight line at five-foot intervals,

The antenna averages close to 9 feet above ground. That and a wire guage of
#29 AWG indicates a characteristic impedance of 400-700 ohms. Since the ground
resistance of the three rods as measured back through the wire with respect to
recetver ground {which ic tied to the Town of Grafton water system) averages 450
ohms, I terminated the wire directly to the rods without an intervening terminator
resistor. True, the r-f resistance of the rods is Yikely higher, so additionai rods
are implied.

®

ENCEBE was erected mostly to give me first-hand experience with a beverage
antema. Being comparatively short for M-W frequencies, it wasn’t expected to
perform as a longer antenna; nonetheless, the results were interesting and
enlightening enough to justify the perhaps S hours tota)l time expended in gathering
materials for, and erecting the beverage.

Obseravations

) In general, as expected, ENCEBE shows a sensible gain at around 45 degrees
azimuth, as referenced to receptivity at right angles to the wire (135/315 degrees).
There js a sizeable rear lobe (around 225 degrees), indicating the possibility of
impraving the match of the termination to the beverage wire. There are some deep
nulls also - expecially at an azimuth of 130 degrees, wherein two graveyarders in
New Bern practically disappear.

However, it is the skywave performance of ENCEBE that is the most remarkable.
Understand that the accompanying graph depicts the 0 degree elevation receptivity
pattern, i.e., toward the horizon. But, at some elevation toward an azimuth of 44
degrees, ENCEBE has a very pronounced lobe - meaning that skywaves (which approach
the earth at a slant) arriving from 44 degrees east of north, are captured with
considerable gain.

In comparing, the gain of ENCEBE to that of my Space Magnet SM-2, it was found
that the two are very similar, such that 1 used the SM-2 as a reference for
establishing approximate signal intensities from the stations listed in the graph,
without using corrective factors. 1In order to set up the reference (el), the SM-2
was carefully tuned for maximum at each frequency, and then turned until a peak was
fgund on the station indicated. 1 avoided frequencies on which there were two
signals of nearly equal intensity.

: The headings of the graph, aside from callsign, location, and frequency, are
azi, or the azimuth from which the signal arrives; el, or the output of the SM-2 as
rgglsiered on the carrier meter of my R-3%0A/URR, in dB; eB, or the output of ENCEBE
likewise registered; el-eB, or the numeral value of the SM-2 output minus the ENCEBE
output. *in the eB column indicates that the station in question was so weaKened
that the value of eB is influenced by interfering signals, and is higher than is the
true value of the station’s signal,

Note that two measurements were made of WELS~1010 Kinston, one on the R~-3%0A
band 500-1000 KHz, and one on R-3%0A band 1000-2000 KHz.

Finally, a list of line items and corresponding comments are to be found after
the graph.

.1 hope that this will pique your interest in erecting your own beverage. I
Know it was wel) worth my time and effort, and 1 will seize the next opportunity to
erect a longer one.

ENCEBE receptivity (groundwave?

azi el eB el-e8

Khz_Calls ¢deg)(dB) (dB) (dB) Location ¢(All N.Carolina unless as noted
540 WETC 303 73 76 +4 Zebulon

550 WDLV 245 60  S55x -5 Pinehurst

570 WLLE 293 47 43 -4 Raleigh

590 WGTM 312 82 BI -1 Wilson

400 WSJS 290 45 40% -3 Winston-Salem
420 WDNC 240 72 49 -3 Durham

630 WMFD 200 70 Six  ~19 Wilmington
640 WFNC 255 76 52x  -24 Faretteville
680 WPTF 293 77 73 -4 Raleigh

710 WEGGE 222 45 60 -3 Rose Hill

730 WFMC 272 79 73 ~8 Goldsboro

740 WMBL 138 48 43 -5 Morehead City
750 WAUG 297 43 S8 -5 New Hope

760 WCPS 352 75 71 -4 Tarbora

770 WLWL 258 43  58x -5 Rockingham
780 WCKB 2467 80 43 -17 Dunn

790 WTAR 29 70 48 -2 Norfolk, WA
810 WCEC 333 72 70 -2 Rocky Mount
820 WRFA 212 55 44 -11 Largo, FL

850 WKIX 293 71 L1 -7 Raleigh

880 WRRZ 242 71 é8 -3 Clinton
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136 70 G4% -14 Mew Bern
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130 s9 X -é Jacksonville
251 48 40 -4 Claxton
2457 57 N Chesaperake, VA

on reception with EMCEBE (ali daxtime except *)

vHz  Calls

Comments

550 WEAT

A30 LMED

A40 WFNT

240 WES
THD BIEGD
250 Wkix

LIRRZ

Elizabeth Cits, NC is only about 4dB over WWOC Columbia, SC on SM-2, but
iz alone on ENCEBE.
Wilmington, NC: 70dB on
lasbinqton, DO,
Favettevilie, NC: 74dB on 3M-2.
interterence in evidence.
Sreenville, SC, weak, byt aor top on SM-2, On ENCEBE,
medium strength skvwave signal 4rom WMBT, MNew York.
Rose Hitl, MG 4%0E con SM-2, a3 semi-local. &0dB on ENCEBE, and WOR, New
York cleart+ audible beneath on skywave. )

Fateigh: 7tdB on SM-2, a zemi-local, with very zlight WNIS, Newport News
aRM.  n EMCEBE, WMIS iz almost equal to WKIX,

Clyntes, MOy 714dB on SM-2. &8dB on ENCEBE, and WCBS, New York clearly
xudthle ceneath on ckywave,

3M-Z2, disappears on ENCEBE, leaving a weak WAL,
Much weaker (52dB) on ENCEBE, with much

is buried under a

1240 WeBB*
1240 WNJ*
1270 wiPM

ENCEBE, WTJZ is nearly equal to WMPM,

1330 WiPQ

Havelock/MCAS Cherry Point, NC:

43dB on SM-2.

@

Frgeport, NY is a regular here at night on ENCEBE. Not audible on SM-2.
Bridgeton, NJ: another one logged on ENCEBE,
Smithfield, NC: &BdB on SM-2, with WTJZ, Newport News weak beneath. On

Gone entirely on ENCEBE,

with WLAT, Conway, SC; and WESR, Onley-Onanock, VA, taking its place.

1340 WH1D

Atlantic City, NJ: Frequently audible at night on ENCEBE, but also

audible at times as late as 1100, and as early as 1300 EST, =t near

midday!
Pleasantville, NJ is another frequent visitor at night on ENCEBE.
New Bern, NC: 70dB on SM-2, a semi~local.

1400 WOND*
1450 WNOS

WLPM, Suffolk, Ua on ENCEBE,

1490 WLOJ

Much weaker, and egqual to

New Bern, NC: 70dB on SM-2, also a semi-local, Disappears completely on

ENCEBE, to be replaced by WRMT, Rocky Mount, NC, and other uniDs.

1400 WING

Reviving CFCF will be
tough for new owners

The newest owners of Canada’s
oldest radio station have to fig-
ure out how torevive CFCF.

Pierre Béiand and Pierre Ar-
cand, two senior executives of
the Télémédia broadcasting net-
wark, bought CFCF and CFQR
for $§0 million last week Once
the deal is approved by the Cana-
dian Radio-television and Tele-
communications Commission in
a heariog and deliberation pro-
cess likely to last through the
summer, Béland and Accand will
have to roll up their sleeves and
get to work on redeeming their
investment.

Tt won't be easy.

Everyone in the Montreal ra-
dio business welcomned the news
that CFCF Inc. was selling its
slations to experienced, Mont-
real-based broadcasters. And
everyone thinks that CFQR . is
rock solid. But the consensus
opinion is that Béland and Ar-
cand will bave to make funda-
mental changes to the AM half of
their new acquisition.
Nightmare decade

You think you're having a
tough decade? The 1380s havc
beea a nightmare for CFCF,
which signed on in 1919 and was
once one of Montreal's most pop-
ular radio stations,

In 1980, CFCF had a weekly
audiencp of 365,000 Montrealers.
Its main rival on the AM hand —
CJAD — had 468,000 listeners.

Eight years later, CFCF has an
audience of 190,000 compared to
386,000 for CJAD. And the de-
clining ratings have produced
gobs of red ink in CFCF's ledger
books

The 1980s have not been gold-
en years for any of Montreal’s
English AM radio slations.
Mighty CJAD has seen its aud)-
ence diminish, while CFCF and
CKGM (525,000 in 1980, 232,000
this year) have watched theirs

disappear.
Two factors — the changing
demographics of Montreal’s pop-

ulation and a geperal preference
for stereo music on the FM band
— bave made English AM radio
aamathing of an slechant’s

TV &\
RADIO

Mike
Boone

graveyard.

The move by Béland and Ar-
cand to acquire CFCF,CFQR in-
volves more than a drive uptown
from the Télémédia offices on
Mansfield to CFCF Inc. head-
quarters in Park Extension. The
new owners are going from
CKAC, the most popular of Mont-
real’s 1% radio stations, lo CFCF
— number 1§, withont a hullet

"The new owners can go twg
ways with CFCF: Either grey or
green,” says Rob Braide, general
manager of CJAD and CJFM.
Braide thinks that Béland and Ar-
cand will have to change CFCF's
format and demographic target

group.
“‘Grey” means a switch to
“rusic of your life” — big-hand

music and vocals from the 1950s
and earlier — designed to attract
listeners Braide says are aged
“between 40 and death.” The vir-
tues of the format arr ccanomy
{it is basically a pre packaged,
syndicated service; with local
news, weather and traffic in-
serts) and no one eise in Montreal
is doing this type nf prehistoric
Golden Oldie music.

Younger listeners

The other optinn, the way
Braide sees it, is to go "green” by
appealing to younger listeners
with Top 40 hit radio. It may be
the oldest style of radio known te.
man, but no one in Montreal is
currently spinning all the hits, all
the time. :

FM rock stations would love to
play more hits, but the federal
regulators won't Int ‘em. The
CRTC - surveying AM radio in
the 1960s, concluding it was
hopeless and trying tn prevent
FM from becoming a similarly
desolate wastetand of guitars and

MONTREAL GAZETTE,

jingles — adopted stringent rnles
to make sure FM operators
couldn’t turn their stations into
jukeboxes.

FM rockers can only devote 50
per cent of their playlists to hits,
And they can play a record only
18 times a week — regardless of
whether every kid in town wanls
to hear the tune 18 times a day.

Top 40, non-stop hit radio is the
way Peter Shurman wanted to go
with CFCF. Shurman, former
GM al CJAD and CJFM, was
point man for Newfoundland
Capital's unsuccessful bid to buy
CFCF and CFQR. Shurman
worked his way up Irom the
operations staff at CJAD to run-
ning radio at Standard Broad-
casting, and he knows Montreal's
radio market as well as anyone
and belter than most.

“Every city needs a radio sta-
tion that plays hits.” savs Shur-
man, “and Montreal doesn’t have
one. T would move CFCF right in-
1o Top 40. I'd also hire a hot
morning lalent who would make
Montreal laugh. And I'd drop all
play-by-play sports.”

No sporls on CFCF? This is
Montreal’s most jock-oriented
radio station. For as long as any-
one in this town can remember,
we have dialed 600 to hear Dave
Van Horne and Lhe Expos, Dick
Irvin and the Canadiens, Ted Te-
van and some L0-year-old kid in
Chomedey who thinks wrestling
is a sport.

Take sports off CFCF and
what's left?

What's left, Shurman says, 15 8
fighting chance for the station to
make a few bucks.

“Sports are very expensive and
they are probably more fitting in
CJAD's format,” Shurn.an ex-
plains. “I'd let the sports rights
go, use a music formaj to break
even with CFCF and let profits
come from the FM aide of the
operation.”

Detinite niche

Lee Hambleton used to run a
Top 40 radio station, CKGM.
Hamblelon became general man-
ager of Montreal's traditional hit
station and CHOM when CHUM

y #
(L@

3211 N. FRONT STREET, SUITE 201, HARRISBURG, PA 171 10

Sag Harbor, Long Island: Another frequent visitor here at sunrise and
sunset.

15 FEB 7988 p.B13
via Dale Park

of Toronto bought the stations
from Geoll Stirling. One of
Hambleton's early moves was (o
change the music mix on CKGM.
adding more rock oldies in pur-
suit of older and more affluent
listeners.

“There's a definite niche in the
market for Top 40,” Hambleton
says. "But can you make any
money at it? The world isn't get-
ting younger, and nobody is
growing teenagers.”

Hambleton believes CFCF has
to do what it has been doing, only
better. CHUM's man in Montreal
would counsel Béland and Ar-
cand to take dead aim at CJAD,
the English AM leader.

“CJAD has the biggest slice of
the pie, so maybe CFCF can try
to chip off a piece,” says Hamb-
leton. “Also, that's the kind of ra-
dio that Béland and Arcand know
best. They're coming from
CKAC, which is the CIAD of the
French side of the dial.”

There is no shortage of free ad-
vice for Montreal's newest radio
entrepreneurs. But talk is cheap.
Béland and Arcand are $10 mil-
tion ont of pocket and have to de-
vise a strategy to recoup their in-
vestment and start making some
money in a very competitive bus-
1Ness.

“We have some definite ideas
about what we wanl (o do with
the stations,”” Béland said last
week, “but 1'd prefer to keep
them quiet for now.

"“Radio ts a jungle. and 1 don't
want Lo give my compelitors any
advance hints of what we have in
mind.” §

KVNI
KVNI
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KVNI
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MUSINGS

Paul Swearingen
3132 S.E. Irvingham Street - Topeka, KS 664605-2948
The opinions expressed in this column are those of the individual writer and do not necessarily reflect those of

the Editors. Publishers, or the National Radio Club, Inc., or its subsidiaries.
Times are local per Muse.
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we have a nice turnout this time, due to former/present NRC editors/officials
responding to our theme, plus Musings fram our ever—faithful contingent. Remember, you can
sond in ideas JTor Musings themes anytime, especially for the March 26 deadline.

1’ve had a nice response already to my proposal for a Midwestern Get-together, and it’s
not too laute to send an SASE this week for more information. I don’t even need to know that
you're coming ahead of time, but if you do, bring extra drinks, etc., so we 1l have enough
lo gyo around. 2nd thanks to Artie Bigley for his phone call while traveling through town
Saturday, Feb. 27.

rirst, a note taken fram QST: a source for radio parts is Tandy National Parts - 900
iast Northside Dr. - Fort Worth, TX 76102 or by calling (817) 870-5600. They stock 71,000

parts for radio Shack products plus a “very large inventory" of name-brand parts. This fram
Bud McClure, K5IUO, scnior Director, Tandy Consumer Services. (wWhy do I get QST? I don't
KNOw. It Just started caming in the mail, and the ARRL hasn’t responded to my query yet
~pls)

and ... Thamas H. White, Herndon, VA, corrected some typos inmy 1925 list a few issues
back: "'KRw  is really KYW, and ‘KRU  1is really KFRU," he says, and continues: "Beginning

on My 15, 1423, the U. $. AM band has had stations every 10 k#Hz, but it took the public
same time to get |used] to the ‘newfangled’ idea of ‘kilycycles per second’, so many lists
cinverted the frequencies to meters. The speed of light used during this period was 299,820
meters por second." I didn’t know that, and thanks for sharing that information with us.

And ... a couple of late arrivals for the "Memcories" issue last week:

Morris Sorensen - 111 Town Line — Milton, ON L9T 2X1

1 hope this makes it in time for the DX/Listening Memories colum. I will
always rawemper the years 1971-1974 as my personal "Golden Age of DX'ing“. During that time
1 was Lliving on the isolated God’s Lake Narrows and Wassagomach Indian Reserves in
northeastern Manitoba. with no TV, no local radio, no current newspapers, and no roads
leading out, DX ing was more than a hobby - it was a way of keeping in touch with the
outside world. My trusty Hammmarlund H(-150 brought me news on CBW, the latest top 40 rock
nits fram CKY or KSTP, and sports fram various Canadian and U. S. networks. The DX there
was fantastic. Many evenings a darkness path to Burope would open well before damestics to
the south began coming in, enabling reception of Russia, Albania, West Germany, France, and
many other Europeans. Wnen high latitude conditions were good, I could sametimes hear
CFFB-1210 Frobisher Bay NWT and one I'11l never forget - "From the land of the midnight sun,
this is AFRTS Thule" (Thule, Greenland then on 1425 kHz with 1 kW). The so-called doughnut
hole effect (allowing reception fram north of as well as south of the auroral zone) enabled
me to receive CFYK-Yellowknife NWI. On the other hand, it seemed strange after walking two
miles across the ice to the local Hudson Bay Store to buy groceries and then chopping a hole
in the frozen lake to obtain drinking water (at -40 degrees) to hear on 800 kHz, "Fram the
beautiful  island of Bonaire, this is Trans-World Radio". Not a rare catch, but it sure
seemed out of place on the Northern Manitoba radio dial.

Graveyard DX was something else again up there. I've already mentioned C(FYK.
Graveyarders from Quebec to Nebraska and Colorado were also heard. B. C. was easy on the
regional channels and the clears (much less congested in those days) enabled me to hear
stations fram CA to MA and NY almost nightly.

I’ve had many thrills in DX'ing before and since those years, but I doubt if I will
ever surpass the excitement of 1971-1974 when radio was such a big part of my life, even
though my nearest “"local" (CHIM-610 with 1 kW) was about 150 miles away.

Ben Dangerfield - 202 Governors Drive - Wallingford, PA 19086
Haven't typed for ages, so please excuse results. Your suggested theme is
DX/listening memories. DX doesn’t always mean listening; it may just be hunting and
logging, but on the other hand, listening’s not always DX. BAnyway, here is my sort-of look
into my past radio days {(daze).
pittsburgh was my base in the Thirties, and KDKA's Sat. night "Messages to the Far
North", relayed by SW W8XK, was fun to hear, and DX for others. KDKA was on 980 kcs then,
and I shall use the original frequency in each memory in this Musing. Those were the days
of studio bands, and KDKA's was the "Strollers." KQV-1380 had the “"Blues Chasers" while
WWSW-1500 had the "Gloom Chasers". WJAY-610 Cleveland, at 500 watts, put a good signal into
Pittsburgh, and it also had a studio band. At night, Philadelphia provided the "Top
Hatters” on KYW-1020 (which moved from Chicago in 1934.) I also litened often to the remote
live bands on WGN and WOR. I enjoyed all programs of dance band records and could pick up
the Make Believe Ballroams from WNEW~1250 in the early evening loud and clear. In 1936 I
would tune to CRCW-600 Windsor, for their sign-on at sunset and subsequent record program.

In the late 30°s I easily got the Dawn Patrol from AN WIP-610 (there were only about two
mogll-nighters then}, and onre of my favorites was the Saturday Night Dancing Party on
0.

I spent three years in Europe in WW2 and was in England in 1943 when almost all of
continental Europe’s radio stations were under German control. I was in France and Belgium
in 1944 when the BBC's medium wave stations began their broadcasts with the V for Victory
drum, and 20 years later I was still hearing it from this side of the ocean on 1295 and 647
kes.  In 1945 I was in West Geérmany where I vividly recall Radio Stuttgart testing on 575
kgs while preparing to came back on the air after the city had been wiped out. 2And I
llstTrlled to such programs as Luncheon in Munchen and Midnight in Munich on AFN Munich-1250.
Locally.

Since 1955 I have been DX-listening from Wallingford, PA, halfway between Philadelphia
a.l:\d Wilmington. Up until 1962 I was listening on a six-tube Philco I had bought in 1936;
since then I have been at the dials of my HQ-180. One of my memories of the “50°s and ‘60’s
was Radio Monte Carlo (then 1466) signing off at 7:00 each night with their naunting
signature theme, "Close Your Eyes". In the “70°s I heard this signoff while in Europe, and
in 1984 I finally saw their towers - on a mountain in France, above Monte Carlo. The theme
is no longer used. On March 11, 1963, between 3:00 and 4:00 am, I caught LR3, Radio
Belgrano, Buenos Aires, solidly atop 950 kcs with their Radio Morning Daily (a news
program). Got a nice v/l out of this, which arrived in a stampless envelope with just my
IRC stapled on.

In 1954 tl"lere were so many DX/listening memories that it would take a book to record
them. (And I°d buy it! ~-pls) Here are a few of them. On Nov. 1 at 4:45 pm, on 836 kcs, I
was hearing a soft-voiced female announcer on RTF-Nancy, while very clear in the background
was a Mideast orchestra from Radio Lebanon. The next day I scored on two consecutive DX
specials and was able to hear every song and each announcement. The first program was fram
KTTT~1510 Colunbus, NE, 3:00 to 3:30, and the second from KNBI-1530, Norton, KS, 3:30 to
4:00. KITI' was only 500 watts. The verie took nine months. On Nov. 7, 1964, at 7:30 pm, I
lucked into the Iceland stations on 665 and 737 kcs, below Lisbon and Barcelona,
respectively. wWhile the daninant stations had voice on, Iceland’s program featured a
soprano and a bass singer. I got a v/l. On 12-12-64, at 3:00 am, WWJC-1270 Duluth was
putting on a special program. aAnd while a Christian Music station, they were playing
standards like “Smiles" and "’'Til We Meet Again." Fine signal.

. Another double logging came on December 29 of the same year. Local WRCV (now KYW
agém) was Off the air and on 1961 Kalundborg, Denmark, was on top, and soft dance music
(}J.ke "Morg") was being played by a smooth voiced disc jockey. Just below was a station
with operatic music, announced by a man. It was Cagliari, Sardinia. I received a nice v/c
'frcm Dermark, and a wonderful letter fram Sardinia. But my DX/listening memories would also
11_1c1ude listening while visiting exotic places. I have first-hand- thrills fram Greece,
leand, Egypt, Taiwan, Singapore, the Philippines, new Zealand, and Fiji. And Kenya twice.
Will be going to Guatemala and Honduras in March, and Australia in July. My radio and WRH
w:.l.l be along. So let me know if you’d like any more of these memories, and maybe I can
stir some up. (Yes! Yes! -pls)

Now, on with the Musings of the folks you know and 1 :
of ficere/egitors: ¥ ove: the formmer/present NRC

Roy H. Millar - Marysville, WA 98270-9411
In response to Paul’s request for "Musings® i i

: gs" fram former NRC oficers/ed :
}9;:110 al%! I was a dn_:ecltor‘of NRC, circa early ‘60°s, as well as edito; of/anlgglr“i"
” s:zxcr;llDX EVDcwn ﬂe Dial" (if I Temenber heading correctly) in the days of stencil use. As
o ’ = Johnson and Pat Reilly were on BOD, this a bit before IRCA split. Hal Wagner,
day EDc_f;e, Fri Van .Voorhee_s, and 5id Rosenbaum were among those instrumental in my early
1£t9 NRCIn\etpbersElp: ﬁ:n_]oyed a visit once to Hank Tyndall’s fabulous Burlington, VT "DX"
X ion. first D)_( ed 1n southern Colorado aas a youngster, then after WWII in Seattle
2gea. Retired fram t;tlenmfurance business in 1983 and have lived in Marysville area for
years or so. Fore}gn DX" and "Graveyard DX" have been my top priorities, but not much

found in those areas in recent years. '

Am  happy to have verified all 50 states and 10 i i
Canadian provinces plus D. of C.
(lxc:ng ago; a couple of those states were heard one time onlyE,) and thatpvia freguegcyagge?)gsr
s versaneifimimng-and s|alme graveyard freguency.' Only 10 reception reports out in ‘87, netting
§ verif Sioiggz "ve?{'le I;oa]y(;t( on kIt';he air" (in response to a "tentative" report to KKMI-710);
. ink I ow why the "no—answer”; it was a report of otion
to KNAK-540; I suspect that I caught them with da ’ 25 signal s peonebry
’ y power too early, as signal was probabl

:Eg gg?m 5?41'017 ‘;attg or so PSA! Best veries of ‘87 were those frcm’ CJFI‘—(SJ?S, Kvitgoy—lnz
ro er'f'ed'.' still count_mygelf.among those that really don’t put a lot of weight on
.—v1 ified” stats, but it 15 nice that we have a hobby that is not too "structured”. A
fpec;.atiche[l))l(? tgaJAC; the Grundig 5077 still in use; generally with an SM-2 antenna e;s a
dmesmer he .. c" Sser.  The older WWII surplus USN DAK-3 20~tuber also still perking,
g ally "splits” looking for the elusive TP's! Glad to see GA, SM, DK, HH, and many other

"DX‘ers" of reknown still appeari : >
ERC, must I! 73. e ing on pages of DXN fram time to time! And, I must not cmit

Ron Mosco — Box 118 - Poquonock, CT 06064
I guess I qualify for this issue of Musings. I joined the NRC back in Apri! of



1962. I was a pretty active DX’er for awhile, but during the period 1964 to 1969 I didn’'t
do any DX'ing at all. This was the era when 1380 kHz used to be a clear channel after
midnight local time. ©Oh, well, live and learn, but I surely would have larger totals than I
do now.

I did the Damestic Log Updaters when HQ was in goston and still did them when HQ moved
to New Jersey. I gave that job up to take over the Membership Center around 1977. The NRC
gets a lot of mail fram SWL’ers, Scanner types, and others not worth mentioning. One of my
pet peeves is the people that can’t read and write, and to this day I don’t know how they
can DX.

I for one think this talk about AM stereo has gone far enough. (Oh, dear, one is
caning up in a page or two! -pls) I'm more interested in logging new stations than
listening to them for any amount of time. If I want to listen to the music that I like I°1l
play my albums or cassettes - that’s why I bought them!

AM radio programming is terrible in my opinion, and here in the northeast corridor the
FCC could delete half the stations and nobody would miss them. I coonsider a lot of them
"pollution" to the atmosphere. Ah, nothing like starting a new controversy.

I don’t DX after midnight and haven’t done so for about 5 years - it’s a waste of my
time due to the congestion. DX’ing is done sunrise/sunset nowadays. I ve been building an
HO gauge railroad in half my cellar, and I'11 usually turn the R-3%0A to a graveyarder and
see 1if anything new pops up, but for the past year of listening absolutely nothing new.
1490 produced WICY Malone, NY last week at 2200 (a real rarity) but unneeded as heard with a
f/c years ago.

Veries have care in from WENJ-1620, KROK-1630, WFUN-970, CHAM and WIQT-820, and
WVVW-630 TEST; all I heard was tones during the entire half hour. Nice letter back fram
owner and NRC member Robert Eddy - THANK YOU Roger! Unanswered reports are still out and
calls on the WATS line at work haven’t produced answers (sametimes I think radio station
employees can’t read and write either or understand the English language). As long as I'm
alienating people I might as well go whole hog. My first Muse in about three years, and
it’s a beaut. And to close, I surely miss the SWAT TEAM hosted Conventions and Good Night
Jay wherever you may be.

Dick Truax - 3003 Gleeson Ln. - Louisville, KY 40299-1617 (502} 491-2871

Greetings fram the Bluegrass State once again. DX continues to trickle into
this shack, mainly because I don’'t have the opportunity to DX much any more with all the
traveling I ve been doing lately. Going back to 11-10, WKLB-1290 KY in with c&w mx and ID
and wx at 5:30 pm. Noted several times since on later, evidently now a fulltime operation
though I haven’t seen any mention of same.

11-26: WBZY-1200 PA with oldies rock, ad for YMCA and wx at 3:53 pm all alone. Then
WNDZ-750 IN with religious program and s/off at 5:30 pm with WSB nulled. Looking for
WRIK-IL but no luck on ID. They simulcast their FM and only mention "River City Rocker" and
Rock 98. Only legal ID at about 5 before the hour per visit to Evansville where I ve heard
them often. So if you hear uninterrupted rock here, “tis probably them. Then KFAY-1030 AR
with ID, wx, and c&w mx at 6:07 pm. 12-25: WSAF-1180 GA with ID & NBC nx at 5 pm.

1-29: WJTZ-640 TN with NBC nx at 8 am on car radio in driveway. 2-6: WCLE-1570 TN
with ILee College basketball and ad for Dairy Queen at 7:12 pm while nulling local WOBS.
2-7: KJEL-750 MO with c&w mx, then s/off at 6:45 pm mentioning FM affiliate KIRK. Still no
WRIK.

I might add that this year I once agin am going to the giant Dayton hamfest in late
April and would be willing to look for your equipment needs while there. If interested,
write or call on weekends prior to that event and let me know what you want me to look for,
how much, etc. That’s about it fram here for new - more as it happens. ©h, yes, as of this
date, 2-7, still no sign of activity on my new locals on 1030, 1200, and 680. Also my local
on 1290, WDGS, has been silent for about 90 days now so don’t know if new call due there
soon or what. Later!

Russell Edmmds, WB2RJH - 753 Valley RD - Blue Bell, PA 19422

I don’t know quite when I last wrote for these pages, but it has
been a while. The theme of former officers/editors did remind me that I should at least
check in again. I've been inactive now for over six yars, including all of my nearly five
years in the Philadelphia area. Family, house, bkusiness, ham radio, and a general lack of
motivation all contribute. My two sons are now nearing the ages where such things might
appeal to them, so perhaps I should try to intoduce them to DX’ing again. (They re 10 and
7).

By way of reintro, this is my 25th year in the NRC. I’ve served as Verie-Signers
Editor (1965-66), DDXD Editor (1969-73), Publishing Committee Coordinator (1973-76), and
DXChange Editor (late “70°’s until last year). I also contributed a number of articles, same
of which may still be found in various manuals. When I was actively DX’ing, I was involved
with both foreign and damestic DXX, and was particularly fond of graveyard DX. When I do
resume DX again, it’s that last area which I will be mostly likely to activate first. With
all of the changes in the domestic scene in terms of proliferation of stations and
authorized hours, I'm not at all sure I'll get fully back into that area at all. I still
have two Hammarlund HQ-150"s, one modified by Bob Foxworth, and the other stock; a 4°
altazimuth amplified loop; a 2° loop; SB-620 spectrum analyzier; Krohn-Hite audio filter;
Rustrak strip recorder; and various tape recorders. I even periodically fire them all up in
my basement shack to make sure they’re all still working, hi. Ham radio-wise, I remain

@

WB2BJH even in the "3" call district, and am sporadically active on 2m S§SB, and on trips, on
2m FM. Until the next time, 73 ...

Dave Scimidt - 42 Chelwynne Rd. - Castle Hills - New Castle, DE 19720

Since the Musings section turn-out has been slim lately, I thought I'd at
least serd in samething and get my 2 cents worth in! Regretfully, I have not been active at
all this season; my scheduling has been on the right side of hectic. A few notes have gone
to DXDD-E and others, but that has about been the limit. I had plans of really running the
R390 and R390A with great white hope but ... As of 11-10, my 14 years of employment with
Conrail came to an end, getting an expected-for-four-years layoff. Since then, the radio
work has taken off, adding the CE duties at WDOV/MWDSD Dover, DE, in addition to WNRK Newark,
DE, WSER Elkton, MD, and a bunch of schools.

Following the sale of WCHE last December, the studios were moved to a new location, and
when -the stock market crashed, they decided to pull in the belt, and my hours/pay were cut.
I haven’t been involved with them on a large scale lately. A request (front-pager, yet!)
for input to the frequency check list for 1988 has brought not one response. Is there
anyone still listening for them? I know that I'm cne of the last in the country still doing
many after midnight, but I'm certain there are still some others having it done. Another
project that I'm sorry to see put on the back burner was the night pattern bock. For many
years, it was a help in seeing just what was possible to hear! But, DX News is still read
cover to cover on arrival, as it has been for the last 24 year! To those involved, keep up
the good work (I know what it’s like to get out a weekly column each issuel); it’s
appreciated here!

Tony Fitzherbert - 356 Jackman Ave. - Fairfield, CT 06432
Hi. A quiet DX season with little to report. I hope that everyone is

enjoying the profiles. However, I am running low, so how about some fram you!? I was most
interested in Paul Swearingen’s camments about his broadcast career - which is one reason
that I was in broadcasting only briefly while attending college in upstate New York.
However, I know of three medium market stations that pay extremely well, and the announcing
staffs have been there for years, even decades. The calls will remain silent (not like the
stations, which are real profit centers) so that the PD’s do not get piles of resumes and
tapes. If I ever do go back to broadcasting, it will be as owner - I°d love to own an FM-AM
combo in New Hampshire (yes, I would answer correct, polite reception reports, hi!)

DX - and all the signers - have gone to Wayne: v/l fro WUST-1120, after seven tries, a
v/1 fram WWII-720, a v/l fram WSSH-1510, a v/1 and bumper sticker fom WYSL-1030, a v/1 and
M from WGPA+1100, a v/f from WZYQ-820, a M fram WIXZ-1360, and a v/1 and bumper sticker
from CJET-630. That’s it for the year. DX in the last week - WSKW-Skowhegan, ME is now on
1160 and rivals WYNS here. WFUN-970 has shown up here at several sunsets. Other than that,
quiet! Get your formats and profiles in! 73°s.

Emest Cooper - 5 Anthony St. - Provincetown, MA 02657 (617) 487-9337

Wonders never cease! The "lady mailman" came by and had me sign for a card
fram Zagreb, Yugoslavia, verifying my reception of their 1134 kHz outlet from more than a
year ago’s report! She said it was "registered mail" for which I had to sign, but nowhere
on the card did it say so, so I surmise that the Post Office keeps records of those
receiving mail fram behind the Iron Curtain. Maybe that explains the identity of that man
with the turned-up coat collar and three-cornered hat which keeps walking up and down
Anthony St., hi.

PM’er WFCC-107.5 here on the Cape, which is 16 1/2 hours classical music daily and
three hours jazz-folk, and which has been unexpectedly successful ocammercially, is now
having ownership problems and antenna site troubles as well. WXJY-96.3, Martha’s Vineyard,
has been sold. They had an Arbitron rating of 1.5, ranking 14th on Cape Cod among
comrercial stations, with AdC music. Also a prampt v/1 from WADV-940, giving me a total of
4,332.

Now to DX. 2-4: ILocal pest WSSH-1510 off this AM, leaving only two other pests, WLAC
and CJRS. A phone call from Pete Clarius on Staten Island who said WOBM, Lakewood NJ is now
on 1160, ex-1170 - so far, not heard up here, nor were they ever heard on 1170, for that
matter. Fri. 2-5: Another valiant try for a WMZQ verie, this time sent to the female
deejay who's listed in the Yearbock as being their Program Director - things must be tough
down there when the PD has to do the graveyard shift! MM 2-8: An unID carrier of Larry
King noted at 1:59 am, but the ID was lost - who might this be? Not WWDC or WEZE. I held
onto a signal on the high side of 1250 on about 1252 to see who was off frequency, and it
turned out to be CHWO, who was there all week, thru Friday 2~12, but rectified after that.
WHAS-840 was off, but only an unID SS noted there. Wed. 2-10: Samebody s/off on 1480 at
2:04 am mentioning 1,000w and 1480 kilocycles, then the SSB, unID then, but 1 ve
subsequently heard the calls - “tis unn WISL, Shamokin, PA (where they make shamokin
tobacco??) (I can’t top that one, Ernie! -pls} On a tip from Stan Morss, I upset my normal
routine and got up at 5:45 am to try for WADV-940 PA which he had heard in the clear till
CBM’8 5:55 s/an the previous Sunday - no go here. I noted unn WZYQ-820 topping many signals
there at 6:55 with caw, then back to 940 at 7 and wow - here’s WADV on top till 7:24 with
the sun now treaming in my window! Verie says they run 5 watts till 7 am this month - great
catch, Stan! Forward - March!



To culminats this section of the column, for oditors/officials, I start.my
13th year with the NRC this month., I‘ve besn indesing DX Ness for about ten years, and I

tioml I[N Achievements I believe in 1 Taafmmmulydalthoc
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Then after I moved to Califernia amd (after five monthe:
] in pecesioer, 1962, axl {good grigf).
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Bpeak].ng of mat, whlle 1 have a bit of a breather this summer (in spite of, ptobab]y.
teaching summer school through July), I plan to campile a project which will include the
work of teachers who use radio (especially shortwave and amateur) in their classroams, and I
will probably work with ANARC on an associated project. If any NRC'ers who are teachers use
radio in their classrooms, or know of others who also do, I would appreciate your helping me
get in touch with them for information. I don’t want to leave anyocne out.

A little DX ... I've been hearing a het on the high side of 730 ... is it a Cuban? BAnd
occasionally I hear 1 kHz hets on 890 and 1520 and suspect ... nawww, oouldn’t be! These
between 10 pm and midnight CST.

Mo hope, apparently for the return of WREN, although at least one minority group is
locking into the possibility of taking owver 1250 for a minority-oriented station (probably
Black, Hispanic, Indian), with alternatives being 92.5 FM or cable carrier. The idea is
sound, but their concept of finances is not, in my opinion.

Pabh Buasp,; EXIE - P. 'Q. Box 73 - Bathel, CT 06301
Greotings, sll ... Dick Bartiey ‘s Oviginal Rock & Roll Oldies Shew will air
fran 7 to midnight on WNBC, comrencing in mid-April ... Bob Worthington is taking over
Bartley ‘s old Solid Gold Saturday Night syndicated show ... Also on the Oldies scene, Norm
N. Nite (WCBS-FM’s Rockologist) has signed on with the United Stations radio Networks to
host another call-in Oldies show to begin in late February ... It appears that Casey Kasem
will be leaving his 18-year stint as host of the syndicated American Top 40 show. His
contract runs out Jan. 23, 1989 ... WNEW has dropped its Sports Connection Show, which ha
aired fram 5-8 pn weekdays. Many other on—air shuffles are expected ... R. Espafiol, one of
the Westwood One radio networks, 1is being dropped, due to a lack of advertiser support. The
four-year-old network consisted of 45 stations and was not considered to be econamically
riges to the mumer Chyglck 50’8 sbalws o m,&m“‘““ﬁﬁ M‘ﬁ*‘”‘“ﬁ

to [ 3 ' 80 & sob or 4

1ng for  this ljnim a &-10

a00 inn;.e:o in Wy; CT s nmﬁxg_ﬁu wﬁo.tra& frog 47 Donhoe show from 152 o
«ve NBC recongidered ita o CHtiE ;

seven radio stations ... Internmational types should note that the Voice of Pujiang is now
broadcasting 6 hours a day in the Shanghai and Mandarin dialects. [Located in i
aimed toward the people of Taiwan ... WCCD is still tops in Minneapolis with a 19.4 share
but is looking toward the future. The station’s demographics are a bit higher than they
would like, prampting some adjustments to pramotional activities and on-air offerings ...
WBAL is the new flagship station for the Baltimore Oricles. It is interesting to note that
the rights are actually held by WIOP, but they have subleased them ... KMOX
maintained its +top rating in St. Iouis, with a 22.]1 overal]l and a 29 share in
all-important scening slot ... WIKN in Pittshurgh has tosged out its talk formet and
retaned to it Sld cill letters WeW and Goldles, doo wop ... 50 mxh for now.

Philip Boerama - 15570 Cleveland - Spring Lake, MI 49456
Thought I°d throw in my two cents” worth on AM stereo and related issues.

haven “t more AM stations gone stereo? Mainly the cost. 2An AM stereo exciter costs
$12,000. Add to that the cost of a new board and processors, and possibly modifications to
the transmitter and antenna system, and you'll begin to see why smaller stations are not
seriously considering AM stereo right now. The station I work for, WKJR-1520, could not
afford that kind of layout of cash (although our board is stereo, nothing else is), and so
far, none of the stations in Muskegon have gone stereo.

On the receiver end, most manufacturers which two years ago were offering AM stereo
home receivers have withdrawn their products. There was no demand. Even Radio Shack no
longer offers an AM stereo portable. The only AM stereo receivers you can find now are anes
for autmd’nles..

- fhepeaye M) veddives ~ auto or homs - available for the Kahn system. Again, the main

ocdts “timode" receivers, and those cost considerably more
than one-system-only receivers. (Do you really want to pay over $100 for an AM radio?)
Kahn has also done a less—than—credible job of marketing, concentrating more on "beating
Motorola" through various regulatory tactics (all of which have failed) than in any type of
market-intensive campaign, as Motorola has. The end result is that except for a few
die-hard CE’s at a few stations, and Leonard Kahn himself, the Kahn system is all but a dead

e question most now be asked: Is AM itself a dédd issse? It could be.

- 1583 Castleton Ave. -

sive rock on stations like KJET-1590.
th their almost
-are paying attentian.

As for programs,

under the age of 30 who takes AM seriously is getting harder and harder. In
AM PD’s and managers themselves have became largely convinced that the medium is
| the programing on AM reflects that attitude.
has any future at all, it will not be with stereo, NRSC, or anything else
y thing which might salvage even a portion of the stations in the AM band
, innovative programming which will be able to attract and hold an audience
nough to make a living off of, but not “mass-appeal" enough for FM’s to copy.
of this might be found in KDAY-1580°s rap-oriented black format (in stereo -pls) or
Also, WLUP-AM is proving that taking
"free-form talk" format, can pay off for AM's.

Staten Island, NY  10302-1312

nngn?m 20-21-22 in the F'ebn:a:y 22 issue. Give us old guys a break
! fying glass I had a job reading it.

rnot wait for WNYM to move its towers off Staten Island, as

hut he sits on it -pls>. =

Vandalism Blamed

In Tower

VA ... Late one Decem-
ber night, the tower of WFLS came
crashing down, a victim of vandals.
While there are no firm statistics, indus-
try observers say there seems to be an
increase in vandalism to towers in the
mid-Atlantic region.

“Vandals cut the guy lines,"'said Gary
Hammison, CE at WFLS. located in
Fredericksburg, VA, a town halfway be-
tween Washington DC and Richmond
VA. The action caused the top 100 feet
of the 350 foot tower to fall into a field,
No injuries were caused.

Off air for two days

The incident, which took place 22 De-
cember at 11 PM, knocked the 50 kW,
country formatted FMer off the air for
two days. A temporary antenna on the

-
v

Collapse

150-foot level of the tower provided an
intenim power level of 6 kW, which
was restored by 3 PM, 24 December, he
said,

According to Harrison, the vandals cut
two guy lines on outside anchors to the
tower, which was located in a field near
a housing development.

While the lemiporary antenna is oper-
ating from the portion of the tower that
18 remaining, he said the tower was
damaged sufficiently that it will have to
be replaced.

Harrison stressed that there is “no

ion” for the vandalism. The po-
lice investigation continues.

Other reports
“It seems that in the last two years, |
have heard of more towers falling than
in the 18 years before that,” says Norm
Jeweler of Rockville, MD-based US
Tower, which sells and installs towers.
Jeweler said he had heard of at least
four serious tower vandalism incidents

in the Virginia—Maryland region since

1986.
For example, he indicated, in 2 Wal-

_ dotf, MD, incident which occurred in

November 1987, vandals pulled the cot-
ter pins in the turnbuckles causing three

~_of the four guy wires at WXTR iobe

“It was a miracle that the tower did not
fall” Jeweler admitted.

Other incidents of vandalism have
been reported during the past two vears
at WAYZ, Waynesboro, PA, and a
WOSF, Williamsburg, VA, he indicated.
The latter case, Jeweler said, involved
someone in a jeep driving into the guy-
wires.

Apart from the WQSF case, police
have not been able to determine those
who were responsible for the incidents,
he added. There is no indication that any
of them are connected.

I hope other

as they are a pain i
they are just about 99 44/100 percent



