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Talent Agents Prefer
Pro Campus Bookers

ATI Debuts
‘Mini-Fests’

By STEPHEN TRAIMAN

NEW YORK - Recording talent
and promoters expect to find big
bucks this summer not only in the
majorstadiums with giantsuperstars
but also in an ambitious series of in-
door “mini-fests”
Franklin's ATI headlining Colum-
bia’s Blue Oyster Cult.

At least three other complemen
tary acts will rotate on the approxi-
mately six-hour bills at medium
sized (mostly 5,000 to 15.000 scats)
halls. with more than a dozen major
promoters involved on the local
market level.

With approximately 35 dates al-
ready set, kicking off June 11 in Vie-
toria, B.C.. the ATl package already

(Continued on puge 86)

packaged by Jeft

By JIM FISHEL

NEW YORK Collegiate bu-
reaucracy and the lack of profes-
sionalism among college talent buy-
ers are leading booking agents
deeper into the professional pro-
moter camp in the campus arena.
This is the result of a Billboard sur-
vey featuring input from 12 key
agencics.

Rock. country. pop. soul and jazz-
oriented agencies were polled and
the consistency of their answers
points out a number of changes in
hooking acts on the campus circuit.

Almost all of the agencies pro-
jected an increasc in campus in-
volvement and they were unani-
mous on the need for prolessional
promoters.

Ed Micone of New York-based
College Entertainment  Associates
says his company is becoming more
involved with professional promot-

(Continued on puge 42)
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Studio On a
Ship a New
L. A. Twist

By BOB KIRSCH

1LOS ANGELES The Rccord
Plant here has completed two
recording projects aboard a 110-foot
ship, with the sessions taking place
at several spots along the California
coast utilizing the studio’s remote
cquipment.

Sessions aboard the boat, the
Magnifico I1. owned by Rick Comp-
ton. included a new artist named
Mickey Carroll. produced by Bob
Johnston tor Don Cornelius, and
Richard Supa for Epic.

Theidea for a studio on a boat, ac-
cording to Compton, came about
partly as a result of his friendship
with Jimmy Webb.

“Jimmy has been a friend for
years.” Compton says. "I've been in-
volved in the music business
through being a musician and
through c¢lub ownership. and
Jimmy. of course. has been in music
all his lite. We used to go out on the
boat together and we thought it
would be nice Lo record aboard.

“I knew Gary Kellgren at the

(Continued on page 39)

3 Rock Superstars For Talent Forum

By NAT FREEDLAND

AFFLUENT ADULTS SOUGHT:

RIAA Proposes
Mart Expansion

Carnegie Concert
Recorded By Col

By IS HOROWITZ

NEW YORK In a rare example
of label cooperation, Columbia Rec-
ords recorded Carnegic Hall's
$1,000-per-ticket  fund-raiser con-
cert Tuesday (18), a gala event fea-
turing some of the brightest stars in
the classical tirmament.

The negotiations that brought the
project 1o Columbia were handled
by violinist Isaa: Stern. who bucked
bids by at least two other disk manu-
facturers.

A variety of exclusive label affilia-
tions had to be cleared to permit the
concert to be recorded. Only three of
the artists who appeared are under
contract to CBS.

Stern 1s president of the Carncgie

(Continued on page 57)

By DAVE DEXTER JR.

LOS ANGELES-Inital plan-
ning eftorts for the recording indus-
try to penetrate beyond the “blue de-
nim curtain” and broaden the vast
older than vouth market are under-
way. spurred by the RIAA.

Stan Gortikov. RIAA president,
says the proposed plan—conceived
by him and a committee last month
at a meeting in San Francisco
emerged from a feeling among
many prominent industry leaders
that there is widespread concern that
“most older consumers of disks and
tapes are non-buyers.”

Ofticially. the new program will
be known as the “recording industry
market expansion project.”

There are four major goals, de-
clares Gortikov. These include “fan-
tastic opportunitics 1or the industry”
to retain current disk-tape buyers as
they advance in age. to expand the
purchases of marginal buyers, to re-
capture former buyers and to gain

(Contnued on page 20)

LOS ANGELES--Three super-
star rock headliners. two of them
with platinum albums currenty on
the charts, will appear at Billboard’s
Talent Forum awards dinner to per-
sonally accept accolades for out-
standing achievements in live enter-
tainment. Identities of these
superstars are being kept secret until
the awards dinner.

The Talent Forum is closing
fast on 200 advance registrations at
press time, with more than 20 regis-
trations coming in daily. The music
industry’s only contemporary inter-
national live entertainment conven-
tion will be held this year at the Bev-
erlv Hilton Hotel here June 1-4.

The label entertainment nights at

(Continued on page 32)

Aussie, U.S. RKO DJs Trade Mikes

By CLAUDE HALL

LOS ANGELES - Australian disk
jockeys will be exchanged with sev-
cral US. deejays in the RKO Radio
chain July 23-24-25 for broadcasts
via satelhte that will also unveil new
releases by Helen Reddy and the
Eagles.

In addition, networks of radio sta-
tions in each nation are being lined

up now to also carry two onc-hour.

three-city. three-men specials.
These two specials, one broadcast
Saturday, July 24. and the other
Sunday. July 25. will be trec to U.S.
radio stations on a first come. irst
served basis. reports Michael Spears.
operations manager of KFRC in
(Continued on page 28)

The Alan Parsons Project—Alan Parsons who has garnered two Grammy
nominations as engineer for Pink Floyd's " Dark Side Ot The Moon" and for
Ambrosia debuts here ‘as a tripte threat—producer/composer/artist on
20th Century Records rock adaptation of Edgar Allan Poe's “Tales Of
Mystery And Imagination." This 20th Century concept LP, is a dream ex-
panding experience. Poe was an uncanny dreame:, this is an uncanny
album. (Advertisement)

"
ANGELO—The debut album of Angelo (F-9507) on Fantasy Records intro-
duces a singer/songwriter with roots in jazz and his feet planted firmly in
today's rock. An award-winning jazz musician in college. Angelo toured
with Les and Larry Elgart, Craig Hundley, and Sergio Mendes. His songs
have been recorded by Mendes, Jose Feliciano, and Richie Havens. He pro-
duced his own first album with help from some very special friends.
(Advertisement)
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IN AUGUST, 1975, THE BRITISH CAME TO CALIFORNIA

S
(¥ .-

in a show featuring

Robin Trower, Dave Mason, Peter Frampton, Fleetwood Mac, and Gary Wright.

On April 25 and May 1, 1976, the British came back again, to play at two rock & roll
picnics (or, as we like to call them, Days on the Green). 115,000 music
lovers enjoyed the incredible performances by all of the artists at the
Oakland Coliseum. So, for giving us the privilege of being involved, we thank

PETER FRAMPTON
FLEETWOOD MAC
GARY WRIGHT
STATUS QUO

U.EO.
and

The 113,000 fans who came, cooperated, and were,
as always, the greatest audience in the world;
Dee Anthony and the entire Bandana Organization;
Premier Talent; International Creative Management; and
the entire staff of the Oakland Stadium, Bill Cunningham, General Manager,
for their continued cooperation and their help in
making it all look easy!

Cheers!
Bill Graham and the FM Organization
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