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a click for chickl

\"...,([ Petsoaa“v geel that
this ad was 'zespausilvle éo'z
apem'ng the way in seuiug
Chick on at least six
aiﬁe’zenf theatre dates...”

AL WILDE
Dicoctor of Advertising sad Publicity
CALL INC.

© The sbove is a sentence
from @ fetter written to The Blllboard by
Al Wilde, Director of Advertising and Pub-
licity for Gate, Inc.®

® Mr. Wi'de refers to a
full-page ad featuring Ch'ck Webb and his
erchestra with Efly Fitzgerald a futk
page ad which' “sold™ Chick Webb and his
orchestea on at Jeast six theatre dates.

® This advertisement in The
Billboard praved a definite click for Chick!
But then adverthsing in The Billboard has
produced actusl cesults tor scores of bands
in Iheatres, night clubs. hotels, on
location, one-nighters, cecordings; at ball-
rooms. parks, fairs sdvertising in The
Bitlboard will help any band line up “time™
in any fleld.

Tlte’ze's G heason--

THE. MEN WHO BUY THE BANDS READ THE BILLBOARD

# Seotis may w1 ne ges
fres on Me 41 tne Naw York
oo ol Tra U mesnt
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RADIO SPIELERS UP TAKE
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‘HILLY LEGIT GOES UP
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But Buffalo Wants More Bookings
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“Pitchmen’s Rights as Citizens”

Sccond Installment 1o Appear in Jnne 10
Issae of The Billhoard

What is the lawful and real nature of Pitchmen's taxation?

Do “foot-loose™ itinerant merchants pay taxes?

Can a Pitchman be convicted and sent to jall unless he pays
an exorbitant reader rate?

Who has the priority right on the street. the Pitchian or
the automobite?

These and many other
t0 all wha scl) are answered in a series g by E. L. Kiehl,
who is weli known in demonstrating pitch circles thruout the
nation.

The first article of the series, entitled “Pitchmen’a Righia a8
Citizens,” took one back to the days of the Yankee Peddler,
Ameriea’s first itinerant ambassador of commerce. of whom
pltchmen and demonstrators today are the echoes. It appeared

n The Billboard dated May 13. The second article will appear in
;ht fhauc of June 10. Othes installments will be published period-
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TEN YEARS

Ten years is a mighty long time, and yet in a fast-moving
age it is not so long. At least every person can feel he is
getting somewhers fast.

On June 2. 1939, I will have completed 10 ycars of edi-
torial service for the coin machine trade—with two short
interruptions. Jimmy Mangan and Harvey Carv, I think.
have & longer service cecord.  But thoy edmit that the weekly
fush of an issuc following one sight after the other, week
after week, crowds a lot of work into & job since 1932

After writing about the coin machine industry for 10
years a (ellow begins to feel that it is an unuzual industry.
There is & feeling that one knows less about it as years of
acquaintance with its machines and the people in it pile up.
That Is the way we all feel about life, so it Is only natural
to feel that way about an industry,

1 got into the coin machine industry iIn time to see its
great transition {rom the old to the new and modern period of
mschine manufacture. That makes three transitions for my
40 years. Bomn 60 miles from the nearcst rallroad, in the

of 1 saw the if of “them thar
hills® into an industrial mining section. Joining the army as
a kid out of high school, I saw what is sometimes »aid to be
the transition of the world Into 8 modern and mechanised
civilization, following the World War,

But I was mature enough to really study the transition
of tha coin machine industry from the old to the new, and
yet it Is difficult to say what really happencd. Its chiel
mark is the improvement In the manufacture and design of
inachines. Vending machines were headed for the skies when
1 came into the industry, under the stimulus of the stock
emarker gambling of 1020, Slot machines were the foundation
of the stablgst manufacturing firme A few small shops were
turping out penny smusement machines and worrying about
what would happen next.

Several of those small shop kecpers in the rise of the
modern amusement games since 1931 have turned out to be
heads of rea) firma. The i that havr
happened with them, their businesses and in their thinking
since 1031 would make many 8 book. Others have come into
the manufacturing field {rom other types of busincss. It has
not been casy for 8 1ot of thess men to face tha very serious
problems of & i age as

While the manufacturing fndustry was changing, the
operating businiss was also changing. Modern amusement
machines gave new sperd to an Industry that had been in the
dumps for two years. Into the operating field came an army
of new men, thrown out of work or out of business by the

i to help sky ki games as an Indus-
try. Deep In the minds of a 1ot of these fellows was the Idea
that & “new and legitimate industry” could be made lsom an
fodustry Largely founded on ot machines. Games of skill
were to be the bulwark of @ legal amusement games business.

That seemned like & worthy goal for the industry and I
Joined it like & crusader, 1n the hardest fight I ever put up I
played a losing game, writing vigorously for licensed skill
games The rank and file of the trade seemed to understand
pretty well the main idea, but mamuacturers resisted the

campaign to the limit. Even my worst critics to & man now
admit that the licensing idea was the nght idea.

One of the strangest things about these times was that if
reformers had only recognised it, they had their best allies in
that army of new opecators who had visions of 8 "legitimate
amusement games industry,” But reformers are sometimes
pretty dumb, so they opposcd petty gambling which only
turned out to the mid of big-time gambling.

The Issues as they stand today are petty gambling versus
big-time gambling. Reformers and church people, If they
oppose petty gambl help big-time i
Pctty gambling includes 8 wide list of devices such as amuse-
ment games, salesboards, Bank Nights, bingo, slot machines
and the like. Big-time gambling is represented by such
interests as racing, govemament lotterics, casinas and stock
markets.

Theee are funny times. As [ sald, those who oppose
petty gambling like pinball and bingo usually aid blg-time
gambling. Ia Florida we have an anti-slot machine associa-
tion representing the churches. [t lobbies against slot
machines and pinball. right alengside racing and bolita
interests and chain stores. Petty gambling devices lika pin-
ball and eslesboards sid independent retail stores, so you
may find chain stores fighting such things. This automatically
puts chain stores on the side of big gambling interests.

1f church and civic organleations had been realistic, they
would bave sided the original §dea of “legitimate skill games™
in preference to rackets and big-time gambling. But that b
too late. They chose the course which aided the very evils
they proposed to fight. Newspapers, of course, fought the
games because they profit immensely from racing snd
sports news.

Changing times change us all_The coin machine section
which 1 edit and The New York Daily News are now appar-
ently the of legat ing. The coin
machine section which I edit is unquestionably the outstand-
ing champion of legal recognition for petty gambling devices,
all the way from salesboards to amusement games. The New
York Dally News is the outstanding national champion of
legalizing big-time gambling such as pari-mutuels and
lotteries. Such liberal newspapers as The New York Daily
News and The Chicago Daily Times atill scem to oppose the

iring of devices for ing, on the theory
that they can be “fixed.” We in the coin machine trade would
say, “so can all gambling arrangements be fixed.” But the
able editors of these liberal papers are consclentious fn their
abjections to our machines.

After 10 years of writing sbout coin-operated machincs
one learns that prognostications about the futurc should
not be taken seriously, The Induatry needs a lot of things
and needs to do a lot of things—and there Is still hope.

A mass of information for and against the industry passes
over my desk each week.  Today, coln-operated vending
machines are beginning & new and important rise to national
prominence. Today. the fiest half of 1939 has shown greater
progress toward legalized amusement games than n all of
the other years of my editorial expericnce,
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Harry H. Cohen, of Ohio Specialty Co., Says: “Sell Them AIl”

764 NOW YOU CAN BUY 264

PHONOGRAPHS

Any and AII Model Waurlitzer Used Phonographs at Almost Any Price

SELLING OUT EVERY WURLITZER INSTRUMENT, as we
are replacing all Wurlitzer Phonographs with another make.
IT’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY to purchase these Phonographs

far below present market value.
EXACTLY 764 ALL MODELS WURLITZER INSTRUMENTS MUST GO—
“YES,” 764 OF THEM.
BEFORE MAKING PURCHASES GET OUR “KNOCK-DOWN”—“KNOCK-
OUT” — “SELL-OUT” WURLITZER AUTOMATIC PHONOGRAPH PRICES.
The Biggest Sell-Out Prwc-Slashmg Sale of Used Phonographs Ever At
tempted in the Phonograph Industry.
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