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Popular and Standard Best Selling Hit Arrangements, Featured
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Swing Novelty

CHEW-CHEW-CHEW
YOUR BUBBLE GUM
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Just Published!
A New Ballad Hit!

HAVE
MERCY

Bv Buck Ram and Chick Wabb
Arranged by Phil Larg

on Radio and Phonograph Records by Foremost Swing Stars.

VA

The Novelty
Hit - of - the - Year

HOLD
TIGHT

Arranged by Will Hudson
Recorded by
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IZ Char es Barnett's Orchestra Chick Webb's Orchestra 3 (Chitas WEieds OlEacH(Te Fats Waller's Orch. (Bluebird)
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(Decca)

with Ella Fitzgerald
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b
%
5.
g
i J
3
§
3
bJ
2
~ A--anged by Will Hudson 3
3
:
%

WILL HUDSON SERIES

e

DUKE ELLINGTON SERIES

PRELUDE TO A KISS

DEFINIT ON CF SWING
MR, SWEENEY'S LEARNED TO SWING
MR, GHOST GOES 7O TOWN

HOW WAS | TO <NOW
HARLEM HEAT
WITCH DOCTOR

AZURE
CARAVAN

LOST IN MEDITATION

SCATTIN' AT THE KIT KAT

STOMPY JONES
SOLITUDE

SUMP'N "BOUT RHYTHM
3_.UE FEELINGC

DELTA SERENADE

BY THE GREAT HORNSPOON
WITH ALL MY HEART AND
FIDDLESTICKS
EARTHQUAKE

DEVIL'S KITCHEN
INTOXICATION

BLACK MAGIC
DANCING DOGS

HOCUS POCUS

DON'T KISS ME ACAIN

ORCAN CRINDER'S SWING
THE MAID'S NIGHT OFF
CROSS COUNTRY HOP
THE MAN FROM HARLEM
NIT WIT SERENADE

MONOPOLY SWINC
\WWHITE HEAT
JAZZNOCHRACY
WILD PARTY

IN A SENTINMENTAL MOOD
MERRY GO ROUND
SHOWBOAT SHUFFLE

2UDE INTERLUOE
DALLAS DOINGS
OH BABE! MAYBE SOMEDAY

CASA LOMA SERIES

SMOKE RINCS @ MANIAC'S BALL e BLACK {AZZ e WHITE JAZZ e BLUE JAZZ

CAB CALLOWAY SERIES

HCT TODDY

LITTLE TOWN GAL

THE LADY WITH THE FAN
CET THAT HI DE HI IN YOUR SOUL

HARLEM HOSPITALITY
ZAZ ZUH ZAZ
JITTER BUG

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT AN OLD LOVE

PHIL LANG SERIES

THE HARE AND THE HOUNDS
CHURCHMOUSE ON A SPREE
LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD

PROMENADE
BRIC-A-BRAC

EARL HINES SERIES

CAVERN!SM
RHYTHM LULLABY

RED NORVO SERIES

3UC HOUSE
E FLAT

EDCAR SAMPSON SERIES

LET'S GET TOGETHER
(Chick Webb's theme)
3LUE MINOR

BLUE IN

BENNY GOODMAN SERIES

IF DREANMS COME TRUE
MUSIC HALL RAGC

BENNY CARTER SERIES

EVERYBODY SHUFFLE
3LUE INTERLUDE

JOE HAYMES’ ARR.

RIDE, RED, RIDE
BLUE LCU
SWINGIN' FOR THE KING

FRANK MARKS' SERIES

PLASTERED IN PARIS
CREAM PUFF
COMMANDERISM

WINGY MANNONE SERIES

NICKEL IN THE SLOT
STRANGE BLUES

SEND ME

WALK NG THE STREETS

FLETCHER HENDERSON SERIES

DOWN SOUTH CAMP MEETIN'
BIG JOHN'S SPECIAL
IAMAICA SHOUT

HARLEM MADNESS

BAND ARRANGEMENTS by George F. Breigel
HOLD TICHT [} ORGAN GRINDER'S SWING

B1G NEWS FOR

CARAVAN ®

LARGE c;gccusEsszTIONsl /_))eSt geuing p('and S)OIGS

SYWWALL

CARAVAN

SOLiTUDE

IN A SENTIMENTAL MOOD

LAMENT FOR THE LIVING
(Suite in 4 movements:

MR. GHOST GOES TO TOWN
ORGCAN GRINDER'S SWING
SMOKE RINCS

MANIAC'S BALL

BLACK JAZZ
CHURCHMOUSE ON A SPREE

Zez Confrey’s MODERNISTIC PIANO SOLOS

All 10 solos in a special :niral dound jolio jor the price of one!
-—containing —

TAP DANCE Of THE ITH MES MHDSUMMER'S NICHTMARE
GIDDY DITTY 3LUE TORNADO
TiN PAN SYMPHONY VIOUSE'S HOOFS
MOTIF DU CONCERT 2AC DOLL DIMPLES
LULLABY FROM MARS PHYTHM VENTURE
ARABIAN MAID
Foi'o—"35¢c complete

New Ultra-Modern Piano Solos by EDWARD RUDLEY

LIFE o VALSE LAMENT ° THE LADY PAYS THE PIPER

New Piano Solos by PHIL LANGC
THE HARE AND THE HOUND e PROMENADE e PLYMOUTH ROCK ® BRIC-A-BRAC
PIANO SOLOS-—50c¢ EA.

Best Selling PIANO-ACCORDION SOLOS
Composed and Arranged by TITO
STUFF AND THINGS ° SWINCERQO L]
Arranged by ANDY ACARI
MR. CHOST COES TO TOWN ° CARAV AN ®
Arranged by GALLA-RINi
SOLITUDE 1N A SENTIMENTAL MOCD

SWING BANDS

ATMOSPHERE L) CYCLONE

ORGAN CRINDER'S SWING

Three distinctive series of outstanding swing creations orchestrated
from original recordings by swingmasters for small swing bands.
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gwingf&ﬁ Series

Duke Ellington's

Benny Carter's

SYMPHONY IN RIFFS

O(Zit‘fe’zlmg Ceties

Will Hudson’s

Horace Henderson’s

HOT AND ANXIOUS

1619 BROADWAY

S AN NN NN N NN NN NN N

Sole Selling Agent: Mills Music, Inc.

Baueutouse glues

3y Duke Ellington and Jobnny Hodges

CHATTERBOX HEAR THESE HANGOVER IN HONG KONG

Duke Ellington’s oN THE CORRIGAN HOP SMALL KRU':E:LSB°B‘:’U:SLUES
FROLIC SAM A Bennv Carter’s ORCHS. )
Buster Bailey's PHONOGRAPH SHOOT THE WORKS o BLUE REVERIE

RECORDS! ats Waller's :
CALL OF THE DELTA N R TN EMPTY BALLROOM BLUES

Fats Waller's , Rex Stewart's JITTERBUG LULLABY

FUNCTIONIZIN STINGCAREE Red Norvo's

BLUES IN E FLAT

EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

NEW YORK CITY
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PHOOEY ON JITTERBUGS

Mutual’s Surprise FCC Appeal Campus Raps Rhythm-Maniacs
Held Master Strategy Stroke

WASHINGTON, April 22.—The surprise
wind-up of the FCC monopoly investiga-
tions provided by Louis G. Caldwell,
acting for the Mutual Broadcasting
System, asking for a temporary injunc-
tion against renewal of network con-
tracts, gave trade circles a sensation.
After a day maneuvering testimony into
the record, the feud betwezen Mutual and
the larger chains flared into the open
with his motion.

Stunned by the proposal, CBS's Judge
John Burns cried, “I would like to ex-
press amazement at the gall of counsel
for Mutual in an investigation which
was ordered by the commission to state
in effect that his conclusions must be
the conclusions of the committee and
to ask for an order before a committee
which has under the terms of the order
only the power to investigate. His whole
statement, which as I indicated was an
argument prior to a recommendation,
was nothing more than a defense of
Mutual’s attempt to aggrandize itself
at the expense of the other networks.”
Phil Hennessey, acting for NBC, said his
feelings in the matter were the sante
as those expressed by CBS.

The move by Mutual, staggering tho
it was, was admired for its strategy. It
has provided the hot-stove league with

Circus Empldyees’_
Division of AFA

Elects Governors

NEW YORK, April 22. — First annual
election of governors by the Circus Em-
ployees’ Division of the American Federa-
tion of Actors was held this week in New
York, where 1the Ringling-Barnum show is
playing. Ralph Whitehead, executive sec-
retary of the union, announced that
stewards representing various depart-
ments of the show would be elected after
the show opens under canvas, when full
personnel is available for voting.

Circus Employees’ Division- functions
as a separate organization independent
of the AFA following AFA's loss of jutis-
diction over workingmen Ilast winter.
Performers on the show remain in the
AFA proper, and Whitehead continues
as active head of both organizations.

Board of governors elected this week
include Harry Hopkins, canvas; Frank
Kelly, usher; Edward McKenna, props;
Mike Priggins, rigger; John Smith, con-
cessions; Andy Striker, concessions;
James Wright, baggage stock; William
Wright, baggage stock; Eddie Foran,
usher; Jack Kramer, lights; John Mec-
Carthy, big top canvas; Walter Cornell,
props; James Brent, bulls; James Wilkes,
layout; E. L. Hewitt, tractors; John
Mitchell, canvas; “Pickles” Murphy, cook-
house; Frank Cunningham, ring stock:
Alex McDonald, wardrobe, and Frank Set-
ting, animals.

“Yeomen” for Central City

DENVER, April 22.—The Gilbert and
Sullivan light opera. Yeomen of the
Guard, will be the offering at the Cen-
tral City, Colo., 61-year-old opera house
this summer. It will run for two weeks
starting July 15, and will he the eighth
annual play festival at this spot. It will
be directed by Frank St. Leger, who pro-
duced The Gondoliers three years ago
at Central City. Assisting will be Rich-
ard Aldrich. Robert Edmond Jones. who
produced and directed five. of the pro-
ductions, will be consultant. Decision
to produce another Gilbert and Sullivan
opera was the result of the enthusiastic
reception of The Gondoliers in 1936.

a legal point which they can debate for
weeks to come, and not a few believe
that there is Just a chance that the
FCC may take just such a step to give
the commission a breathing spell long
enough for pondering thie recommenda-
tions given by every witness before the
all-but-closed monopoly investigation.

The FCC Committee has accepted the
motion by Mutual ‘“under advisement,”
and it was decided that the networks
as well as other parties may file briefs
in support or in opposition to the
Mutual idea. A closing date of May 19
was set by Commissioner Walker for
the filing of these briefs.

NSA’s First
“Circus Night”
Party Over Big

NEW YORK, April 22.—Staging its
first “circus night” party as a mark of
respect and support of the circus in-
dustry in general and the Ringling-
Barnum show, current at Garden,
particular, the National Showmen's Asso-
ciation deeply impressed itself upon the
large body of circus personnel who were
present as guests at the immense gather-
ing last night in the clubrooms in the
Palace Theater Building.

A corking 2l -hour variety-novelty
show on the Intimate but attractive
stage' met with a hot reception, and at
3 o'clock this morning, when the show
ended under the emseeship of Billy
Glason, Broadway favorite recruited from
the NVA, the folks were treated to sev-
eral tons of buffet-style victuals. Danc-
ing followed to the tunes of a Joe Basile
Band unit, which also cued the stage
layout.

Toward the close of the evening Presi-
dent George A. Hamid mounted the
stage and delivered a stirring address
directed toward circus folk, in which he
stated the position and purposes of the
association, making an eloquent plea
for their support on a membership or
any other fitting bhasis.

Bill included Don Kenway, Vic Wilbur,
the Ghezzis, Bert Spencer, Tom Sawyer,
Lomax, Fayne and DeCosta, Mack Mur-
ray, Siems and Kaye, Pat Panzer and
Harold Miller. Brothers Andre Dumont,
Geocrge Bernert and Eddie Vaughan
handled arrangements of the show and
reception, with the Ladies’ Auxiliary,
ever on the alert, fixing the big feed.

UP-Film House
News Tie-Up

CHICAGO, April 22—An innovation
in radio newscasting will be tested here
next weei by Elmer Balaban, operator of
the Esquire movie theater, when he in-
stalls a WBBM remote wire into the house
to pick up UP news flashes broadcast di-
rect from the outlet’s studios. Balaban
plans to sandwich in about three or four
minutes of the hot news bulletins right
after the newsreel. House is about the
cnly one in Chi operating on a single
feature policy outside the Loop, and policy
plugs this fact along with an “Esquire
Hour,” which is a collection of short sub-
Jjects, etc.

Idea also establishes a precedent with
UP, which mulled it over several days be-
fore giving an okeh on its service for
the job. Balaban says it Is entirely an
experiment and if the audience reaction is
not good the first day whole idea will be
dropped.

in.

As Neurotic Jive Pheasants

Jbugs only so many anties in their panties—dance
gymnastics belong in gymnasium-—shagging and jeep-

ing mostly movie madness

[ J
By M. H. ORODENKER

NEW YORK, April 22.—If you believe what you see in the movies or read in
the newspapers, a college prom is nothing but a swarm of creeping jeepers and
violent shaggers shaking the gymnasium to its very foundation with exhibitionism

that would put a burley bumper to shame.

However, after giving the editors of

college newspapers and magazines parsicipating in The Billboard college survey a

voice, one gets a different and truer picture.
in 100 editors held the species in good light.

psychological or physiological, ethno-
logical or entomological, the Jitterbug
and his or her Jitterbugging are not ac-
cepted in collegiate family circles. Giv-
ing vent to their feelings in their de-
finings, the editors placed the Jitterbug
under the microscope, and it comes out
the worse for the wear.

Empty Saddles

Edward McCloy, at the University of
Iowa, hits from both cylinders in defin-
ing the jitterbug as * a spine with a lack
of responsibility on both ends,” while
Max E. Wildman gets in a groove at But-
ler University to explain that a Jit'bug
is “a cat who is sent by solid Jive and
gives visible evidence of the fact.” Call-
ing 'em “a lot of nothing about fuss and
fury,” Sonny Adams, from Kings College,
essays, ‘A Jitterbug is one of those
maladjusted immatures “who is char-
acterized by either crowding the band
stand or attempting to impress the musi-
cians with his profound musical knowl-
edge (of which he has none), or giving
vent to his more savage emotions and not
only making a fool of himself but spoil-
ing the music. The Jitterbug has proved
a great impediment to good dance
music.”

On the other hand, Bill Greene, at
College of William and Mary, feels “they
are necessary.evils to swing—they make
the work worth more than just beating
it out. However,” he relents, ‘“person-
ally, I don't want any part of them. I
consider them perpetual motion gone
dead wrong.” R

A. D. T. Special

John W. Hamilton, from the University
of Florida, adds a description that entails
“two legs on a rubber spine or a D. T.
special.” Undoubtedly finding many
nitery and ballroom ops in his camp,
Maurice R. Reichard, University of Day-
ton, pictures the poppers as “a guy or
gal who masters all the latest hops and
holds, can't afford to patronize the bet-
ter spots and so hangs out in the public
dance halls and beer joints—averaging
about a dozen dances to a dime beer.”
At Princeton University they consider
the J-bug as “a swing-crazy fool who
doesn’t know enough to confine his
gymnastics to a' gymnasium.”

The definition at Lehigh University
is “a person who likes swing but doesn’t
know when to stop making himself a pain
in the neck.” while Bates College offers
a kinder word in calling the bug “a
dancer who gets a kick out of life—
and shows it.” The Jeeper leaves the
same pain in the same neck at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire, where they
consider the bug as “someone who makes
a pain in the neck of himself on the
dance floor and who thinks that his is
THE type of dancing.”

At the University of California “the jit-
terbug is a nuisance,” but at Oregon
State College “he’s a dancer who has too
much rhythm to keep his feet on the

See RAT RACERS on page 10)

Asked to define the jitterbug, not 10
Whether serious or humorous,

—_—

Ean This Be
Equity?--No
Election Fight

NEW YORX, April.22.—For the first
time in about half a dozen years Actors’
Equity will have a quiet election, with
all factions more or less at peace with
each other following a feeble attempt on
part of old conservative line-up to create
a nomination fracas, which in years past
has been initiated by the liberal con-
tingent. April 15 deadline for independ-
ent nominations passed without the ap-
pearance of an opposition ticket.

Whereas in former years the liberal
element in Equity was looked upon as the
upstart and condemned for its election=-
eering tactics, the remains of the con-
servative party tried to pull a fast one
this year. Camouflaging their identity,
they flaunted the term “liberal” in their
circulars, but they lost out on the nomi-
nations a couple weeks ago. Malcontent
group was too weak to carry an independ=

(See CAN THIS BE on page 93)
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Joe Weber Asks
FCC To Retain

Waxer Warning

WASHINGTON, April 22 —Arguing for
the retention of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission rule that all radio tran-
Scriptions must be preannounced as such,
Joseph N. Weber, president of the Amer-
lcan Federation of Musicians, appeared
Letore the FCC last Tuesday. FCC has
been requested to abolish the ruling en-
tirely or at least to require only a closing
announcenient, the argument being that
electrical transcriptions had so improved
since the ruling was ordered that the
public is fully satisfied with transcribed
shows. Further, the ruling was painted
as a hardship upon an infant but worthy
and growing industry.

To offset these arguments Weber told
the FCC the story of the AFM fight against
all canned music. His words fell on un-
impressed ears, for it was difficult for him
to argue against engineering testimony
with his opinion as a musician.

Weber argued that radio stations used
to hire many musicians, but with the
growth of networks and transcriptions
fewer musicians were hired. He blamed
the recording industry for the ills of mu-~
sician employment. To his trained ear,
as well as those of thousands of others,
he said, there is a big difference be-
tween music from a transcription and
music from live musicians in the radio
studio.

Sponsors Teeming

For Omaha Legit

OMAHA, April 22.—Omaha’s theatrical
hunger will be satisfled somewhat here
May 1 when My Dear Children, with John
Barrymore, Elaine Barrymore and Omaha’s
own Dorothy McGuire, appears under the

-auspices of the Omaha Drama League.

The flesh situation looks much better
for next season with three sponsors in
the field. The Drama.League has nothing
more scheduled for the spring, but will
watch closely for likely touring com-
panies. In any event, the League will
bring the Theater Guild offerings that
happen to be on the road next season, as
well as other dramatic attractions that
look the goods.

Besides the Drama League, The Omaha
World-Herald has already announced four
plays for next season, and the Council
Bluifs Junior Chamber of Commerce, just
across the river, is in the field and will
sponsor Tobacco Road May 2 and 3.

The Bluffs civic group hopes to pull
Omahans in for the uncensored version
of the play. If successful the group will
continue in the sponsoring role, giving
this territory a good break for next season.

Heights Guild Tries Out

“Continuous Performance”’

NEW YORK, April 22. — Washington
Heights Actors’ Guild, small but capable
community group, proved itself worthy
of better material last Tuesday evening
when it presented a new three-act com-
edy entitled Continuous Performance.

Altho the plot contained a number of
amusing situations and the theme of the
play was fairly original, it fell short in
many places as a result of poor dialog.

It centered about a former actress
whose grown son refuses to share his
mother’s calm acceptance of her deser-
tion -by a restless playwright husband.
Complications arise when errant hubby’s
ham-actress consort decides she must
attone to his wife for her great “wrong”
and runs afoul of an equally theatrical
son. The boy has sworn revenge but is
temporarily mesmerized by his pop’s
Qlashy girl friend. A more skillful treat-
ment might have produced a first-class
comedy.

Doris Stowell did a very convincing job
as the “wronged’” mother. Edith Fisk was
good as the female cad, and Frank Han-
notte acted the son as well as the limita-
tions of the role would permit. G. S.

Am. Express B’way Tie

NEW YORK, April 22.—American EX-
press Co. will service World’s Fair visitors
buying all-expense tours with legit the-
ater tickets via a plan which will obviate
broker service charges.

With producers of Kiss the Boys Good-
bye, Tobacco Road, Leave It to Me! and
1 Must Love Someone the AEC has an
arrangement whereby clients can obtaif
preferable locations for blocks of not less
than 25 submitted with at least a 10-
day notice.

p 'b 'l 't '
GCLEANED BY MEMBERS OF THE
BILLBOARD STAFF
The purpose of this department is to
benefit producers, bookers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of
talent in the major indoor fields thru The

Billboard’s coverage of every branch of the
show business. ‘

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC
“POSSIBILITIES” MAY ADDRESS THEM IN
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF
THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY,

For VAUDE

LUCITA MARTIN—attractive Span-
ish lyric soprano, now at the Crisis
Cafe, New York. Sings in French and
Spanish, revealing fine enunciation.
Should be a good bet for vaude or a
legit revue. :

JOHNNY PAVESE —young tenor- "
baritone, now at the Crisls Cafe, New
York. Sings pops, mostly of the
ballad type. Has expression and gives
his songs a lot of feeling. Should fit
in nicely with a vaude turn,

L 3
For LEGIT
MUSICAL

GENE SHELDON — banjoist and
panto comic who has a strong turn
built of assorted tomfoolery. Panto
work is excellent and should provoke
laughs if spotted right in a musical.
Banjo is used a lot for comedy, but
Sheldon, in a brief turn, also showed
fine capacity for using the instru-
ment seriously. Caught recently at
the Strand, New York, with Guy
Lombardo’s Orchestra.

TA Cuts 15G Melon;
Unions Get 78%

NEW YORK, April 22.—Performer
union members of Theater Authority re-
cetved 78 per cent of the $15,000 melon
sliced at Thursday’s meeting of the
directors.
the remaining 22 per cent. This marks
the first benefits received by American
Guild of Musical Artists, Screen Actors’
Guild and American Federation of Radio
Artists since their ’Jo}ning TA less than
a year ago.

Since most of the unions do not have
their own 'charity set-ups they are ex-
pected to negotiate with one of the exist-
ing offices to handle funds for their
needy members. Actors’ Equity operates
thru Actors’ Fund. American Federation
of Actors has its own provisions. Ameri-
can Guild of Musical Artists had been
discussing the problem with the Musi-
cians’ Emergency Relief and will settle
that point at a board meeting Monday.

Cantor’s ““T'wo-a-Day”
Looks for N. Y. House

NEW YORK, April 22.—Lew Cantor,
who has secured rights to the WPA
Federal Theater's Two-a-Day, successful
Coast revue about vaudeville, expects
:xo begin rehearsals soon for an opening
ere.

Theater not yet set. Raymond and
Caverly are reuniting for the show.

Associated Activities Splits

NEW YORK, April 22,—By next Wednes-
day. split between Mrs. Virginia Nowell
and Mrs. John Pierrepont Constable,
partners in the Associated Activities,
auditorium circuit and touring enter-
prise, will have been completed, with
Mrs. Nowell retaining the auditorium cir-
cuit end of the project. Mrs. Constable
is claiming the company’s title for her
division, which specializes in all-expense
tours and special programs for World's
Fair visitors,

Review of A. B. Marcus Show
In Singapore on Way to India

SINGAPORE, S. S., March 27.—The
A. B. Marcus show, which opened at the
Capitol Theater March 14 to a packed
house after a successful tour thruout
the Malay Peninsula, keeps on drawing
good houses. Two shows are given dally
at 6 and 9:30. The unit stays here fll
the end of the month before proceeding
to Java and then to India.

According to A. B. Marcus, the gross
opening day was $6,224 and approximate
gross for week came to $26,800.

The program is well received and
among the artists there are several good
American acts visiting this country for
the first time.

The Marcus Show is still remembered
from the previous visit here, and. the
public enthusiasm goes to prove that
good flesh shows, tho rare, are always
welcome in this country.

The principal artists are Nirska,
Sharon De Vries, Sofia Alvarez, Harold
Boyd and his Jigsaws, Ben McAtee, Fid
Gordon, George Schreck, Clymas Troupe,
Six Tossing Belfords, Sparky Kaye,
Dancing Bernays, Les Sechrist, Ha Cha
San, Bob White, Ruth Durell, Lilllan
McCoy, Dorothy Coudy, Masson and the
Hinton Sisters and Art Stanley.

The Marcus Peaches and Lovelies are
Edith Miller, Ruth Vernon, Ruby Lane,
Via Mae Valdere, Betty Bennett, Bar-
bara Warner, Mitzi Hasse, Violet Maguire,
Nellie Wilson, Goldie Kidd, Agnes
McCaffry, Diane Cabot. Jean Sheri, Anita
Lopez, Holly Fine, Helen Palmer, Gene
Born, Dolores Rae, Beth Cabot, Isabel
Cortelyou, Bobbee Renee, Marge Matthews
and Joy Flower.

The Marcus Orchestra under Albert
Coleman is composed of Charles Ferron,
Floyd Bennet, Red Levy and Len Moss_.

Review of Program

The Marcus Follies of 1939 is the type
of a stage presentation that has never
been seen in Singapore, and the entire
production is presented on a lavish
scale. Stage is supervised by Beatrice
Marcus, and musical direction is in-
trusted to Albert Coleman.

Opening spec has Bob White, crooner
with a pleasant voice, introducing the
Marcus Peaches as Girls of All the World,
representing costumes of all nations.
Teatured are the Dancing Bernays in a

whirlwind dance and Ha Cha San in a
modern swing rhythm dance.

The Hinton Sisters are specialty danc-
ers who present some neat stepping in
slow rhythm. Well received.

Ruth Durell has a smooth and sooth-
ing voice. Tho she received a good hand
she retains the old style of singing and
could have done much better with
modern numbers.

The Tibetan Prayer Dance is an eX=-
ample of Nirska's ability as a dancer.
Her conception of a ritual dance is ex-
ceptionally good and her wivacity and
expressive mannerisms leave her ability
as a classical dancer unquestioned.

Melody of Long Ago is a number of
the old-fashioned type, with Sylvia Lee’s
toe dance, a minuet by the Dancing
Bernays, the Marcus chorus girls in
crenoline dresses and Ruth Durell sing-
ing Old-Fashioned Girl.

Sofia Alvarez, young and attractive
Mexican singer, delivers songs in a
typlcal,, Spanish style. Receives a good
hand singing La Guapa, with the chorus
dressed in beautiful Spanish costumes.

Sharon De Vries, femme comic, came
on to an ovation and then proceeded
to mow ’em down with her interpreta-
tion of the ‘‘swallow” dance. Had to
encore.

The closing number, Rain in Manhat-
tan, in the first part, has the entire
company on the stage. The Times
Square set and the rain effects are very
effective. The feature song, Swinging
in the Rain, composed by Bea Marcus, is
well delivered by Bob White and Ha Cha
San and the Marcus Trio (Via Mae
Valdere, Bobbee Renee and Dolores
Rae).

Second Half

The second part of the program opens
with the entire company in Symphony
of the Southland, a Negro scene. White
sings in a perfect manner, while Durell,
Alvarez, De Vries and McCoy, singers,
are good also. Doing specialties are
Sparky Kaye and Art Stanley.

Following are the Clymas, two men
and a femme, doing a half-serfous, half-
comic adagio dance. Very weak and
should be improved.

Land of Jade has Bob White singing
the theme song, while the Marcus

(See REVIEWS OF A. B. on page 23)

Theatrical charities received .
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UE to the fact that the complexities

of show business arise from the con-
tractual Dbackground of all major
transactions, the attorney became ar
important factcr in the business as far
back as any living showman can re-
member. The attorney was not less
important in the band booking business
than in other fields when the process of
buying and selling bands was one of the
minor factors in amusements. During
the last several years bands have risen
steadily in importance, both from a
financial and pure entertainment angle
—as if one could be considered without

‘the other in this age of intense exploita-

tion. Today the booking of bands is
not merely big, but colossal business.
Instead of merely gaining in propor-
tionate importance the attorney—not
strictly as a disciple of Blackstone, but
as a man who has an edge on the layman
because of his superior knowledge of the
theory and practice of the law of con-
tracts — has become an overwhelming
factor in the band business. Every in-
dicaticn pomnts towards his becoming
more and more important, and it would
not be a source of astonishment to us
if he reaches the point shortly where he
will exercise a monopoly over the per-
sonal management wing of the band
business.

Several years ago a fair proportion of
the more successful dance bands re-
tained attorneys on a yearly fee basis.
This was a logical arrangement for both
attorney and client because these bands
required constantly not only legal advice
but expert assistance in drawing up and
interpreting proffered contracts before
putting their John Hancocks on the
dotted line. Only a few isolated bands-

men were personally managed in those .

days Ly attorneys in active practice or
by attorneys who gave up their practice
to devote all of their time to the piloting
of a theatrical attraction.

* * *

The attorney—encouraged by the suc-
cess of his colleagues—has eaten his way
deeper and deeper into the band field.
He is as much part of the basic structure
today as the personnel of bands.
Whetker the bookers generally or in-
dividually like the idea they have to
face reality. They have reconciled them-
selves to the fact that their shell-game
utensils are useless in the process of
doing business with bands personally
managed by men actually engaged in the
practize of law or possessed of legal
backgiound sufficient to give them the
bargaining and technical advantage that
an attorney is inferred to have under
his belt. . )

The attorney in his managerial capac-
ity has undoubtedly exerted a powerful
effect on the band business. With all
due rcespect to the shrewdness ana
sagacity that are an essential part ef the
equipment of the average personal man-
ager, experience has shown that the
lawyer-manager is a slicker feller. The
lawyer man doesn’t fall for a booker’s
double-talk. If he is worthy of the place
accorced him at the bar he does not
permi: his very natural desire to make
money conflict with the operation of the
compl2x pracess of his legal mind. He
wants to know why certain clauses are
inserted in contracts. He wants to know
certain very embarrassing things that
the old-time personal manager not
equipped Wwith a .legal training never
bothered himself about. He does not
permi: his client to move a finger with-
out kis approval. He is the watchful
hawk scanning the horizon at all times
for sizns of trouble. But he is by no
means a strictly defensive machine. It
he is 2 man of experience and average
shrewdness he is constantly planning
ways and providing means for his client
to forge ahead, hurdling any obstacles
that might be placed in his path.

* * *

In the old days the booker was always
at an advantage when dealing with a
personal manager. Few of the men who
devoted their time exclusively to‘manag-
ing bands had a thoro buying or selling
background; in fact, many of them had
no booking experience at all. In shrewd-
ness snd acumen they were no match for
the bookers, who could run rings around
them if they chose—and most of the
time they did. Of course, the personal
managzer suffered to some extent by this
inequality in sharpness, but the bands
suffered more because they were not

(Sez SUGAR’S DOMIND on page 27)
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Broadway Beat
By GEORGE SPELVIN

ENNY MEROFTF, rehearsing his new
band last week, stopped a number
and told his trombonist to stop playing
as tho'he were in a jam sesslon; but
“I can’'t help it,” was the reply, “I
played at the Paradise last night.” .
A Boston promoter was trying to line up
a band for a charity date and wired a
friend In New York to get him a name
outfit; the New York lad, after inquiry,
wired back and told him that Glen Gray
and Richard Himber were available—but
the payoff was the wire the Boston gent
sent in reply. . . . It read: ‘“These bands
too common. Must have major band or
nothing.” . . Footnote to Stripteasing
in Vvaudeville: Maxine De Shon was
dolng her strip in Frank Fay's vaude
layout when a 3-year-old lad turned to
his maw, on whose knees he had to sit
in order to see everything: “Momma,”
murmured the youngster sympathetic-
ally, “ain't she cold?” . . Tom Fitz-
simmons, the press agent - photog,
thought he was thru with hotels when
he left the New Yorker—but now he’s
in the same kind of berth at the Astor.
Please Note Dept.: Mrs. Lilyan
Behar, one of the owners of the New
Tokay Restaurant, pleads that her name
is not Lillian Bahard; it’s Lilyan Behar.
. . . If the publicity boys get much
chestier these days they’ll expect you to
call them “Mr.”—now that Irv Lehrer,
space grabber, has been invited to speak
on publicity before the Advertising So-
ciety of the College of the City of New
York. . . The St. Regls Roof will try,
something new in night spots when it
reopens for the summer; on the 20th
floor of the hotel, it is installing a dance
floor that will slide back under the
band stand—and the floor show will rise
thru the opening on a moving stage
that ascends from the 19th floor,

In 1934 Juano Hernandez won & na-
tional radio award for the outstanding
dramatic performances on the alr,
tendered in recognition of his work in
John Henry, CBS sustainer, which he
wrote and acted; today Hernandez, who
is also an excellent baritone, has just
been signed by Moe Gale as head barker
for Gale’s Savoy Ballroom concession
‘at the World’s Fair. . . When Arthur
Treacher, who specializes In valet roles
in films, visited Jackie Osterman’s club
recently he recalled the days when they
were both In the same Broadway show
and the way in which he, Treacher, went
around envying Osterman because he
had a valet. “But look at you
now,” sald Jackie, ‘“now youre the
highest priced valet in Hollywood.”

. There will be a national costumers’
convention at the New Yorker July 10 to
12, Story making the round of
night spot owners concerns a gal singer
claiming a huge following who called
one owner and said she was leaving her
present spot after over a year and she'd
like very much to play his club. She
would, she said, guarantee to pack the
place with her personal cohorts. The
owner, a cautious fellow, asked her why
she was leaving her present spot. “Oh,”
she answered, *“business has been ter-
rible the last few weeks.” . . . The dif-
flculty of engineering a meeting of great
minds was brought out forcibly at the
Critics’ Circle election of the “best”
play of the year; the award had to be
handed out to four plays, no less, be-
cause the lads couldn’t declde on one.
It'd be a nice situation some year if
each member of the Circle came in with
a different choice and 16 plays had to
be given awards.

Wisconsin Business Spotty

MILWAUKEE, April 22.—Playing to
just fair business during its filve-day
engagement ending April 13 at the
Davidson theater here, Tobacco Road en-
joyed improved business in Madison,
Fond du Lac and Kenosha the following
week.

The company played the Parkway
Theater in Madison for an evening per-
formance April 17 and two performances
the 18th, followed by two shows April
20 at the Fond du Lac Theater and two
April 21 at the Gateway in Kenosha.

i

NEW YORK, April 22.—General meet-
ing and election of Actors’ Fund of
America will be held May 12 at 2:30 p.m.
at the National Theater. .

Big Show Gets Tops
In Free Radio Time

NEW YORK, April 22.—Airlanes were
used in heavy helpings by Ringling-
Barnum clrcus radio division, directed
by F. Beverly Kelley, during the Big
Show’s current engagement at the
Garden, which concludes next Sunday.

Dominating the mikes were perform-
ers. Program and style follow:

CBS—We the People. Lulu, imported
fem clown, interview. April 11.

WJZ network — Rehearsal of Terrell
Jacobs’ mixed wild animal act, described
by George Hicks and Beverly Kelley.
Jacobs and John Ringling North, circus
head, Interviewed in course of program.
April 3.

WEAF-NBC—For Men Only (George
Jessel). John North, interview, April 18.

WOR-MUTUAL—John Chapman’s pro-
grom. John North, interview. WOR-
Mutual—Benay Venuta program. Felix
Adler, clown, Interview. April 9.

WMCA - Intercity network — Opening
night at Garden, color. April 5.

WEAF - NBC network — Bill Stern’s
Sport  Scraps. Antoinette  Concello,
trapeze flyer, interview. April 19.

WEAF-NBC—Fred Allen’s Town Hall.
Pat Smith, sword swallower, April 26.

WHN—Sam Taub’s sports program.
Terrell Jacobs, Al Powell (aerialist),
Dorothy Herbert (equestrienne), inter-
view,

WHN—Dick Fishel’'s sports program.
Four Queens. high act, and Hubert
Castle, wire artist.

NBC network—Alicz Maslin’s Women
of Tomorrow. Dolly Jacobs, animal
trainer. interview. April 20.:

WMCA-Intercity—George Blood, cook-
house boss, interviewed by Miss Wishard,
of New York Post, iIn food and menu
program.

WJZ-NBC — Lowell Thomas program.

(See BIG SHOW GETS on page 9)

Dick Acts as Actor
In Air School Pinch

NEWARK, Aprll 22.—TLocal police this
week cracked down on a theatrical
“school” operated by Julia Kelly, 17, and
Mrs. Charlotte Kelly, 45, charged with
taking money from amateur radio per-
formers on the basis of a promise to get
them Jobs on an air show. Evidence was
found indicating that 50 of the would-be
actors paid $26 each. Money was theo-
retically to have been turned over to
American Federation of Radio Artists,
from whose New York office the Kellys
had secured application blanks. AFRA
has received none of the money.

Foremost in cracking the case was
Detective Willilam X. Jackson, who
played the part of a ham actor to gain
entree into the establishment at 32
James street. While one of the actors
was emoting with the line, “I am here.”
Jackson and some cronies chimed in with
“So are we.”

Case was taken to Common Pleas
Court Justice Brennan. Bail was set
at 81,000.

Union Air Shows Nixed,
But Idea Is Retained

NEW YORK, April 22.—Two similar
plans, both fashioned after the Screen
Actors’ Guild radio program and sub-
mitted almost simultaneously by Sam
Chartock to Actors’ Equity and the
American Gulild of Musical Artists and
by B. Franklin Kamsler to the Drama-
tists’ Guild, have not been accepted by
the organizations, tho all three groups
are expecting to salvage basic ldea of
proposals to solicit sponsorship for a pro-
gram using services, contributed gratis,
by member performers. Proceeds would
revert to beneflt funds of the unlons.

AGMA board meets Monday to take up
the issue. Consultation with Equity
will follow.

“Walls” for N. O. FTP

NEW ORLEANS, April 22.—Doing a
most convincing turn of a none too
strong plot of monastic politics and tur-
moils of a youth’s entrance into the
life of the Trappist monk, the N. O.
FTP opened a fortnight’s run of Within
These Walls here Sunday night (April
16). Turning from a sot in The Drunk-
ard for four weeks, David Selva, of the
unit, carries the face-about role. Charles
Nielsen, Hall Kennedy, Edward Sillon
and Warren Lyle do well,

EMA Anti-Benefit War
Asks AFA, Musician Aid

PHILADELPHIA, April 22.—The co-
operation of the AFM and the AFA is
being solicited by the Entertainment
Managers’ Assoclation in its drive to out-
law benefits. Thomas E. Kelly, local
representative of the AFA, has been ap-
proached to back the drive. So far he
has made no commitments, but his
support is‘expected because of the fact
that performers may get pald for the
additional work they do.

A Dbill is being prepared by the EMA
for presentation in the State Legislature
which would impose a fine or jail sen-
tence upon anyone assigning acts with-
out a booker’s permit. In Pennsylvania
2 booking license costs $100 annually.
The passage of this act would make it
illegal for any night club op or vaude-
ville house manager to send out per-
formers on benefit engagements.

Several seasons ago the musicians’
union outlawed benefits by forbidding
bandsmen from doubling for a show. This
ruling was too severe and was repealed.
If necessary the EMA will ask that the
union apply this act again.

Brennan May Be Drafted

NEW YORK, April 22.—James Bren-
nan, former president of Local 1 and
a vice-president of the IATSE, may” be
drafted for return to 'office in the local
by time nominations are completed 4t
Sundzy’s meeting of the stagehand
union. Movement has gained momentum
in election caucuses held this week.
Brennan .admitted being approached, but
said he had not decided on course of
action.

*“Whiteoaks” OK in Portlaqd

PORTLAND, Ore., April 22.— Ethel
Barrymore in Whiteoaks, playing April
10, 11 and 12 at Mayfair Theater,
grossed about $6,000, termed ‘very satis-
factory considering business conditions.”
Weather was mild. Prices were 85 cents
to $2.75; matinee April 12.

New Pitt Terp Promotions

PITTSBURGH, April 22. — Series of
name band dance promotions is being
planned at suburban Coraopolis Armory
by H. W. Oles in name of Victory Club.
First attraction will be Dick Stabile on
Wednesday (26). Fee will be 90 cents
to draw younger steppers. East End Bryn
Mawr ballroom will be promoted this
season by Al Kobach, featuring local
and seml-famed travellng orchestras.

Localites Get a Chance

SALT LAKE CITY, April 22.—In keep-
ing with the wishes of the local mu-
sicians’ union that localites be glven
the first call, Ray Bradford, at Hotel
Utah's Empire Room, Is reorganizing his
band to include home-town card holders.
Tho Bradford came here from Los An-
geles with an outside band, he’s a local
Tad. Guy C. Toombes, hotel manager,
is also bringing in a local cocktall unit
next week for the Utah’s Rendezvous, re-
placing the Tavern Boys.

Dolls for Opening Dance

APPLETON, Wis., April 22. — Charles
Maloney stimulated interest in the sea-
son’s starting last Sunday at his Cinder-
ella Ballroom by favoring all fems in at-
tendance with novelty powder-puff dolls.
Souvenir was an inexpensive item and
hiked the turn-out. Admish was scaled
down to 15 cents for both sexes. Joe
Schnelder, coming in from West Bend,
Wis., was the music-maker. -

Musso Week-Ends at Beach

HERMOSA BEACH, Calif., April 22.—
Vido Musso is holding down the dance
assignment at Domar’s ballroom here for
the Friday and Saturday shindigs. Band
is drawing well, bringing in the Kids
from all the southland schools. Musso’s
rep while tenor saxing for Benny Good-

. man has followed him down here. Band

is dragging in around $700 for the dou-
ble dates.

Standing Band-of-the-Week

NEW YORK, April 22.—Hotel New
Yorker abandons its band-of-the-week
policy when Jan Garber opens Tuesday
(25). Terrace Room presented a differ-
ent stellar band-stand attraction each
Sunday when the regular ork was off in
accordance with the six-day law. Plan
now is to give the steady band Mondays
off and bring in the same alternate ork
on the one night each week. Woody
Herman has been set to make the Mon-
day night music for four weeks, teeing
off May 1.

16mm ROADSHOW
“"MAGIC"

The “Major film distributor in the
16mm. field”’ offers you the greatest
money-making roadshow service ever
made available. Write now for
De Luxe 1939 catalogue and details
of the 4-Point profit-producing plan.
We actually pay you extra profits
this summer!

FILMS INCORPORATED

Dept. B-4 64 E. Lake St. Chicago

Now Available on 16mm. for Showings
in Schools — Churches — Clubs
Towns Without Theatres

Our big descriptive catalogue lists hundr:ls of
uther rdesirable late subjecty, Scores of late 9-
Rteel Programs rent for but $20.00 a week.

EASTIN 16mm. PICTURES CO.
Davenport, lowa
EASTIN PICTURES, INC,,
Colorado Springs, Colo.

wintie 3 POINT
o) SUCTION FEATURE!

Featherwelght—no  gagginp—
Natural Taste — Holds Better.
Singers, Speakers like the extra
tongue room, clearer mouth. All
forms false teeth—by mall—
lowest prlces. 80-day trial.
Writa for FREE Catalog and Impression material.

We trust you. Monthly Payments. 24 Hour Service,

HOD. LAB., 2061 Hod Williams Bldg., Tampa, Fla.

4

10th Street, Below Spruce,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Seven Stories, Elevator Service.
Newly furnished and decorated. Running
water in all rooms. Rooms with bath. Spe-
cial Theatrical Rates by Day or Week, from
$1.50 per Day; $6.00 per Week.

THEATRE EQUIPMENT NEW & USED

MOVING PICTURE MACHINES, SOUND EQUIPMENT, SCREE
OPERA CHAIRS, SPOTLITES, STEREOPTICONS, FILM CABINE
PORTABLE PROJECTORS, M. P. CAMERAS, GENERATOR SE
RECTIFIERS, REFLECTING ARC LAMPS, REWINDS, VENTILATING

FANS. CARBONS, FILM CEMENT, TICKETS, MAIDA LAMPS AND

SUPPLIES. EVERYTHING FOR THE THEATRE,

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG "B".

MOVIE SUPPLY CO., Ltd.
1318 S. WABASH AVE. CHICAGO, ILL.

THE FILM WEEKLY
AUSTRALIA

Covering the Motion Picture and Entertalnment
Fleld Generally.
Conducted by KEVIN BRENNAN
198 City Tattersalls Bullding, PItt Street, Sydney,
Australlan Office of THE BILLBOARD.

FOR SALE OR LEASE

COMPLETE MOTORIZED OUTFIT:
8 Trucks, 80x170 Tent, 2 Tight Plants. Seats
for 1,800. Can be used for Stage Show or Circus.
Lasses WWhite, or any Stage Unit write. Ready to
set up and show, Address BOX D-194, care Bill-
boara, Cincinnatl, O.

STOCKTICK;ETS% OUR DEI.IGHT IS |u,g:;|_'1'lwe vou wriat | SPECIAL
ONE ROLL....% . ou
FIVE ROLLS. .. 2.00 PRINTED
TEN ROLLS... 3.50 Roll or Machine.
FIFTY ROLLS. 15.00 10,000 ..$ 6.95
100 ROLLS ... 29.00 30,000 .. 9.85%
ROLLS 2,900 EACH. WHEN YOU WANT THEM 50,000 .. 12.75
Doubl; CoPuliwons, Give Us Your Inquiry. We Want Your Orders. 100,000 . .., gg.gg
Double Price. 1,000,000 .. 150.
TODEDO, | "
N ¢. 0. D. Ord h ) Double Coupons,
| do, & 0.2, Qrders THE TOLEDO TICKET CO., "ohio ouble Coupon
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Jerry Sears, NBC Leader, Fined

$2,500; Leaders

To Be Lectured

On Powers Granted Contractors
o

NEW YORK, April 22.~-Trial board of
Local 802, musiclans’ union, this week
fined Jerry Sears, NBC house orchestra
leader, $2,500, in the first step of a cam=-
paign to rein in radio station house
leaders. Sears’ fine, a steep one, was
levied because the board found him
guilty of discharging five NBC house
men. Leaders have no authority to fire
house men. Fine was on the basis of
$500 a man. In making an “example”
of Sears, an official of the union said
that every radio house leader in New
York City was to be summoned to the
local and *“reminded’” that the only per-
son who can fire or hire a musician for
house bands is the contractor.

NBC musicians’ circles have been a hot-
bed for some months, because of under-
cover charges flying around and because
of off-the-record claims of politics play-
ing. Sears’ case and another one, sched-
uled for trial Tuesday (25), involving
Sam Tabak and Leo Spitalny, NBC con-
tractor, are regarded as the climaxes of
the situation. Tabak recently resigned
from the 802 executive board, alledgedly
because of complaints he used his posj-
tion to get jobs, a charge he denies.
The Tabak-Spitalny case, according to
insiders, will be filled with political in-
volvements. Spitalny filed charges
against Tabak claiming Tabak had tried
to undermine him with NBC officials.
Tabak has filed countercharges for six
weeks’ salary, saying he was given only
two weeks’ pay instead of eight when
Spitalny discharged him.

The reason Local 802 is calling in
other radio house leaders and giving
them the warning that they cannot fire
and hire men is because the administra-
tion is concerned lest conductors let
their jobs become centers of favoritism.
By-laws of the local provide that the
contractor is'the only one given. power
to engage and discharge staff men. Local

Gordon Thompson’s
Death Shocks Radio

NEW YORK, April 22.—Sudden death
in Hollywocd " Wednesday, April 19, of
Gordon Thompson, radio producer of the
J. Walter Thompson agency, shocked
local and Coast radio circles. Thompson,
whose full name was L. Gordon Thomp-
son, was only 34 and a popular figure
in radio circles.

Thompson, who was not related to
any of the founders of the J. Walter
Thompson agency, is largely credited,
with John U. Reber, radio head of that
agency, for converting the Rudy Vallee
program into the variety-guest star type
of production, thereby establishing a
precedent for the most popular type pro-
‘gram on the air today. The conversion
of the Vallee program from a straight
musical-crooning attraction also con-
tributed considerably to Vallee’s main-
tenance of his stellar position for so
many years. Thompson produced the
Vallee program for seven years and was
working on the program scheduled for
Thursday, April 20, when stricken with
the fatal heart attack.

Full details are in the Final Curtain
&epartment of this issue.

7

NBC Testing Shows

NEW YORK, April 22.—NBC Artists’
Bureau has decided to give ‘“package”
shows & network airing before selling
same to sponsors, William Hillpot,
bureau exec, stated the decision was
by way of answering the problem of
whether a program that looks okeh on
paper would click on the air. Tests
will be for 13 weeks generally. Hillpot
believes that by testing the programs
NBC can more accurately predict what
the show can or cannot do for a sponsor.

feels that if conductors had this power
it might open the avenue to kickbacks
and other chisels,

Original charges against Sears were
filed by the five men he fired, one of
whom was George Schector, a member of
the Local 802 trial board. According
to a union exec, Sears was dissatisfied
with the work of these men and gave
them notice. When the men complained
to the union, the union called Spitalny,

who said he knew nothing about the.

dismissals. Sears, in addition to the
fine, was given notice by Spitalny, altho
there is belief this will be rescinded.
A story to the effect that Frank Black
was -partly responsible for Sears’ act,
having complained to Sears about the
quality of one of his broadcasts, was de-
nied. Black was supposed to have testi-
fied for Sears but did not because of
illness.

In his charge against Tabak, Spitalny

asserts that after Tabak was dismissed
he went to NBC officials over Spitalny
and in trying to reinstate himself put
the contractor on the pan.

Neither Max Arons, trial board chair-
man, nor Schector will sit at the Tabak-
Spitalny hearing, having been sub-
poenaed by the contractor as witnesses.

Wax Work Writers
Beef Over Low Pay

NEW YORK, April 22,—Still collecting
“objectives” for a unionization program
which is not expected to materialize be-
fore the end of this summer, the Radio
Writers’ Guild has set up a special com-
mittee to look into the plight of writers
working for transcription producers.
Scribes have complained that they have
to turn out discs for $5 and $10 each
while the companies receive 20 times that
from sponsors.

At a meeting of the Guild's board some
time next week execs will mull consti=-
tutional amendments to divide jurisdic-
tion into three districts—New York, Chi-
cago and West Coast—and to provide
for a national governing council made
up of 10 representatives of each region.
Districts will have more local autonomy
than in the present nattonal set-up. Sug-
gestion for change emanated from the
Coast.

fair opens.

talent in television.

tele a considerable length of time.
Chicago is now operated by Zenith.

salesman only.

movie industry spends.

opinion.

satisfactory and continued programs.
to this vicious triangle.

not limited to a 50-mile radius.
set would receive the local station.
not costlv.

the automobile.

would.
tomorrow.

| Television and Talent

L
Head of Zenith Radio Corp. Advises Actors Not To

Build False Hopes for Near Future

®
The opening of the New York World’s Fair in a few days will mark the
first time regular television service will start.
television has received more publicity than ever before; the announcement by
NBC of its schedules has been matched by announcements by various firms
that they would ploce television receivers and adapters on sale when the

But the question of whether television is actually here; whether it will
mean actual employment to the many performers who, with others, see the
new industry as a huge source of employment, still remains unanswered. There
can be no doubt that many performers have wondered if, with all the hulla-
baloo about television, they will be able to get work.

In view of these questions, The Billboard asked Captain E. F. McDonald
Jr,, president of the Zenith Radio Corp., what he thought of the outlook for
Zenith is one of the largest radio and set manufacturers
in the country and, like other manufacturers, has been experimenting with
The only television transmitter in or near

Captain McDonald’s statement, made exclusively to The Billboard, jollows:
. “I wish I could supply you with an optimistic outlook for the immediate
large employment of actors in the television industry, but I do not believe
false hopes should be held out to the actors nor the public. Television for general
use in the home is, in’' my opinion, still just around the corner for the stock
In England, where they have had television for three years
under a government subsidy, the British trade papers frankly admit only
14,000 television receivers sold to their» audience of 12,000,000 around London.
Such an audience cannot economically support even one station. The Federal
Communications Commission in its annual report in January of this year
stated: ‘However, it is generally agreed that television is not ready for
standardization or commercial use by the general public.’

“Hurdling over the technical difficulties of television, of which there are
many, no logical solution has yet been offered to the economic problems.
I do not believe the American public is going to be entertained for long with
less than the movie industry supplies.
estimated that television could be supplied for a small fraction of what the
If they can do this, they should be in the movie
production industry rather than television. Spot news as a material supporter
of television programs is an optimistic dream.

“Vicious Triangle”

“The economic problem resolves itself into a vicious triangle, in my
PFirst, no corporation has the funds sufficlent to supply adequate
programs for a sufficient length of time to obtain circulation.
vertisers will not pay for the programs until circulation is acquired. Third,
the public, which ts the circulation, will not buy until they are assured of
No one as yet has offered the solution

“The introduction of television cannot be compared with the introduction
of radlo, as radio transmitting stations in the early days were inexpensive and
Recelvers were cheap. Even a $2.50 crystal
Talent in the early days of radio was
I am not like the stagecoach driver who said that trains were
never going to supplant him. Nor am. I like the livery stable owner who
said he was going to continue with his horses and carriages and did not fear
I am engaged in the television business right now.
have the only transmitter in the Chicago area and are transmitting daily.
But we are loaning our receivers—not selling them.
for the public no one would welcome it with greater enthusiasm than I
I believe it will one day be a great industry, but that day is not
In my opinion television for general use in the home will come
when we find a box office—a means of collecting for the programs presented.
This box office will be found when we, the television industry, find the means
of putting it over the telephone wires into the home and having the sub-
scriber pay for what he gets at the end of each month. Then you can look
for extensive employment for the actors in the new great industry.

~

For the past several months

Some optimistic television prophets

Second, ad-

We

If television were ready

Phil Lord’s Big

Mr.D.A.’ Dough

NEW YORK, April 22.—NBC is reported
paying $2,000 a week to Phillips Lord
for his recently inaugurated across-the-
board series, Mr. District Attorney. This
is regarded as a record high for a
sustainer of its type. Average cost of
strip air shows is considerably less than
the figure mentioned being paid Lord.

Understood that Lord has been having
script trouble with the program lately
and has been unable to settle on a
definite script set-up. Within the past
fortnight about half a dozen writers
have been called in to work on the ma-
terial, but no set line-up of scriveners
has been hired. Writers start at $100
a week, it is reported.

RCA Tele Dedication

Reception Impresses

NEW YORK, April 22.—Dedication of
the RCA exhibit building at the World’s
Fair was televised Thursday, David Sar-
noff, RCA prez, officially marking the ad-
vent of television when the Fair officially
Iights up. On the same day tele sets will
flood the retail markets, attachments to
the present radio receiving sets selling at

$175, with three models of complete ,

sight and sound receivers priced from
about $300 to $600. The attachment
model is the direct-viewing type, show-
ing the image 334 inches deep by 43
inches wide, and the largest model re-
produces pictures 7% by 93 inches in
size which are refiected from a mirror
in the lid of the cabinet.

Following its public initiation on
April 30, a regular schedule of television
programs will be maintained by NBC
from its studios in Radio City dnd the
mobile units for outside pick-ups, sup-
plementing the special material shown
at the World’s Fair continuously from
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

In addition to showing the dedication
exercises eight miles away from the
point of origin by means of the tele-
vision sets in a darkened room in Radio
City, telecast offered a sports event,
televising a three-round amateur boxing
bout with Max Baer as referee.

The clarity and precision of all the
subjects shown, comparing favorably
with home movies, foreshadows a service
which would enable newspapers to cover
out-of-town sports and special events by
means of television—a shadow that un-
doubtedly will fall like a thud upon
sports writers who make most of these
outdoor excursions in the name of cover-
age.

Dropping a hint as to the production
problems television must meet, close-ups
of all those televised were avoided be-
cause of the lack of any make-up. Also,
Max Baer complained about the heat in
the improvised studio. Baer said the
lamps were hotter than those used on
movie lots. Heat blistered a piano.

The publicity pictures decorating the
preview room also strike a significant
keynote. Tele sets are shown being used
by folk in formal clothes in surroundings
that approximate Park avenue pent-
houses, indicating that the market now
sought is in the upper income levels.
Also, stills show the sets in use in
lighted rooms, with burning lamps very
much in evidence, while at this stage it
is still necessary to sit in a completely
darkcned room in order to view the
sound piletures.

“Circle’s” Weekly Nut
Now Half Original Cost

NEW YORK, April 22.—The Circle, J.
Walter Thompson’s much-publicized va-
riety program produced for Kellogg cere-
als, is now operating on a weekly budget
which comes to about one-half the orig-
inal cost. When first sent over the
ether Circle put a weekly dent of $20,000
to $25,000 in the Kellogg-bank roll for
talent alone.

According to estimates of J. Walter
Thompson, Circle has now settled in its
stride and shapes up as a strong variety
(See “CIRCLE” WEEKLY opposite page)

'
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WCEFL, Spieler Clash

Over Reins of Show
Started on Station

CHICAGO, April 22.—Question of who
has property rights in a show started on
an outlet by a staff employee when the
latter wants to switch the stint to an-
other station was being batted back and
forth this week between WCFL and
Eddie Chase, conductor of Make Believe
Danceland. Over differences of one thing
and another, Chase took his show over
to WAAF Monday and retitled it Mythi-
cal Ballroom. 1It's a recorded program of
one ork leader’s disc library on each shot
and is built up to “make believe” said
band is right in the studio.

Altho idea is not new. Chase was first
to start it around here a year and a half
ago at WCFL and has built up a good
following on it. Chase became dissatis-
fied with his deal there last week and
decided to switch'to WAAF, but WCFL
has threatened to take the dispute to
court, claiming the announcer hasn’t
the right to take the show with him.
Meanwhile WCFL- is continuing the two-
a-day one-hour stint with another con-
ductor, and Chase is carrying on under
the new nom de plume at WAAF.

World’s Fair Radio
Staff Set; NBC Gets
Rubbernecker Gravy

NEW YORK, April 22.—Staff to handle
radio activities for the New York World’s
Fair was set this week by the fair’s radio
boss, John 8. Young. Personhel will
handle radio shows done by the fair, as
well as work with stations and networks
on special broadcasts and sponsors for
commercial broadcasts.

Walter R. Brown, formerly with NBC,
is staff engineer. Dana S. Merriman,
another ex-NBC-ite, is in charge.of the
mausical library, with Tom Neeley In
charge of copyright. Bruce Fouche,
formerly in CBS and WOR press depart-
ments, is general contact for special
events. Bill Card, formerly in the NBC
program department, is heading radio
fraffic for the fair. Frederic A. Millett,
recently with the infantile paralysis
campaign, is handling the women’s end
of fair radio. Anthony Marvin is the
staff announcer. He was formerly with
WNYC, New York. Frederick A. Long,
former program manager of WJSV, CBS
Washington station, ls staff announcer,
while John L. Clark, from WBZ, Boston,
and Bob Wood, former editor of Radio
Guide, are program supervisors. Dorothy
Sullivan, who has been with Young at
the fair as his secretary for a year, was
formerly in the WOR program depart-
ment.

Belief that NBC was not overly enthu-
siastic to have commercial broadcasts
emanate from the fair is denied. Story
was founded on the theory that NBC
might lost trade in its studio tour if
too many commercials came from the
fair. However, NBC states that not only
has the American Express Co. -already
booked 104,000 people to take the NBC
studio tour. but that Radio City is so
great a tourist attraction that most
people who visit New York visit Radlo
City.

NBC tour biz averages $300,000 a year,
but will beat that this year. Tour
admish is 55 cents per head, altho the
express company ‘is selling combination
tickets netting NBC less per ticket.
Quantity, however, makes up for this
loss.

Raises at WIP, Philly

PHILADELPHIA, April 22—WIP is
ready to sign a closed-shop contract for
engineers and will institute a preferen-
tial hiring system for announcers, ac-
cording to Saul Waldbaum, attorney for
the American Communications Society, a
CIO affiliate which is organizing the
employees of all local radio stations. An
agreement has been reached after six
months of negotiations, and Waldbaum
is now engaged in rewriting the final
contract. Both parties are expected to

) sign within a week.

‘Waldbaum also announced that nego-
tiations have been entered with KYW.
Two meetings have already been held,
and others are scheduled to follow
shortly.

At WIP the wages of the announcers
will be upped from a $25 weekly mini-
mum to $30, with increases of $1.50 to
follow every six months. The engineers’
stipend was upped to $43 from $40, with
a similar provision made for increases.

Unofficial Convention

NEW YORK, April 22,—Gag making
the rounds of ad agency circles this
week was that there were two un-
official agency conventions going on.
One is in Battle Creek, Mich., where
the Kellogg Co. account is supposed
to be on the loose, away from J.
Walter Thompson Co. Other is in
Rahway, N. J., for Wheatena.

Wise money is betting Kellogg gets
back to N. W. Ayers. Rohrabaugh &
Gibson the last Wheatena agency.

WJBK Pans Sponsor
Ideas About Talent

DETROIT, April 22.—Listener prefer=-
ence for certain types of programs, di-
vided into 16 classes and carefully classi-
fied for each of 72 15-minute periods
during the day, as well as after-midnight
hours, is being used by WJBK in selling
its time. Results of the survey are being
guarded as a valuable sales secret of the
station, but programs are being rebuilt
in accordance with the findings. Typi-
cally, a series of shows from 6:30 to 7:15
p.m. has been replaced by a straight 45-
minute melody program.

The nature of the breakdown of pro-

.grams is shown by the four key groups

in the survey: music, waltz time, smooth
popular, swing popular, semi-classical
and classieal; news bulletins, comments
and sports; skits, comedy, drama and
adventure, and education, religious,
household, patriotic, politics and travel.

In presenting its sales talk to adver-
tisers WJBK frankly criticizes sponsors’
choice of material for programs in a
brochure issued this week, which says:

“The idea of consulting the listener
about his likes and dislikes is so revolu-
tionary that it’s bound to build good
will. People are fed up with having
sponsors’ ideas of entertainment thrust
into their homes. . . .”

In presenting the brochure WJBK
uses a tie-up with show business, “Are
you playing to an empty house?”

DETROIT, April 22.-—~Manila G. (Bud)
Shaver, former sports editor of The De-
troit Times, has been set in this post at
WXYZ.

Ford Factory Talent Show Off;
Not Enough Assembly Line Actors

DETROIT, April 22.— Proposed Ford
Motor Co. program by factory workers
and their families appears to have been
abandoned, inquiry here revealed this
week, altho no official statement was
forthcoming. Under the plan proposed
the cast would have been Ford workers
or members of their families,

Basic snag was apparently a dearth of
suitably qualified talent for national
broadcasting standards. There are
plenty of good musicians in the plant,
as individual appearamnces such as the
Ford Dixie Eight have recently proved,
but apparently the difficulty of getting
together a large first-class orchestra
proved too great. :

The threatened difficulty with the De-
troit Federation of Musicians never ma-
terialized, inquiry there disclosed. The
proposal of a stand-by band, hinted
at in earlier reports as customary prac-
tice, is not favored by the Detroit local,
and Jack Ferentz, business agent of the
union, sald that there were many mem-
bers of the local now employed at the
Ford plant so that a union band could

Para Leads in Air
Plugs for Pictures

HOLLYWOOD, April 22 —Paramount
still leads the flicker factories with
amount of air plugs for product, nine
Paramount personalities helping sell
ﬁlmk wares over the ether during last
week.

Cecll B. DeMille gave Union Pacific a
boost on Lux. Jackie Cooper went over-
board for What a Life on the samne show.
Bob Hope and Martha Raye credited The
Cat and the Canary and Never Say Die
on their shows. Bing Crosby plugged
The Star Maker on the Kraft show, while
Bob Burns gave the nod to Our Leading
Citizen on the same show.

Martha Raye also appeared on Gate-
way to Holiywood giving her new flicker
an added bounce. Dorothy . Lamour
mentioned Man About Town on the
Chase & Sanborn hour, while Jack Benny
took off his hat to the same flicker on
his show.

| /\)a.a('é 7&,[@”( By JERRY LESSER

O HUM, spring is in the air and radio

actors are beginning to take or plan
their vacations already. TEMPLETON
FOX has sailed for a vacation to Nassau;
ALICE FROST, star of Big Sister, will
head for Sweden in the near future, and
this columnist will trek to Philadelphia
on May 1 to join the army of benedicts.
. . . VELMA McCALL, secretary to LUM
and ABNER, and JERRY HAUSNER, who
is currently appearing with WALLY
FORD in Of Mice and Men on the Coast,
were married this week. JERRY also ap-
pears on Big Town and Silver Theater.
.. . BURFORD HAMPDEN has purchased
the iron gates of the old Rockefeller es-
tate and has moved them to his summer
estate at Monroe, Conn. . . . MILTON
KORF, CBS engineer, has formed a fly-
ing club among his colleagues. Tech-
nicians ED COUSSEY, WILLIAM MAR-
TIN and ED SORENSON pooled funds
to buy a hew sport plane which they
will use for week-end air jaunts.

Johnny Kane, Eunice Howard,
Mark Smith, Josephine Houston and
Jimmy Shields comprise the cast of
the new WOR show, “Take a Note”
Henry Morgan is emsee and Ernie
Fiorito handles the baton. Scripts
are written by Bogart and Marko
and directed by Roger Bower. . . .
Jack and Mrs. Norworth are in the
throes of NBC television, and are
finding it pretiy difficult to memo-
rize a vaudeville script they did over
eight years ago. . . . Betty Winkler
is coming in from Chi to play the
lead in the next Arch Obeler script
on NBC. Also in the cast are Betly
Caine and Raymond Edward John-
son—making it an all-Chi cast. Ray-
mond uses the middle name to dis-
tinguish between himself and the
other Johnson of the same name,
who, so far, confines his talents to
the theater. . . . Ken Roberts, CBS
announcer, is . moving to larger
quarters, as they expéct an addition
to the family in the fall. . . . Art

Millet, also of the CBS announcing
staff, intends to spend his spare
timme on the water this summer
aboard his new cruiser.

EPSODENT is trying to line up JOHN

GARFIELD for its summer show.
. . . NBC is planning a half-hour show
built around TED COOK, the humorist,
to be known as Coo Coo News. ... High-
lights of the Bible returns to NBC for
the ninth year on April 30. . . . Your
Family and Mine moves from NBC to
CBS May 1, opposite Valiant Lady. . . .
FANNY MAE BALDRICH was on Battle
of the Seres last week, which featured
actors vs. announcers. She claims the
announcers were more nervous, worst of-
fender being MILTON CROSS. The an-
nouncers won, however. . . PETER
DONALD, who plays piano besides acting
and writing, and LADDIE SEAMAN, who
acts, besides playing piano and painting,
wrote 2 modern ballet. Pete threw the
thing out, so Laddie took some of the
themes and it is now turning out to
be a two-piano suite. They hope it will
be good enough for PAUL WHITEMAN
to do. Title is Moby Dick, and is based
on the book of that name. . . . JAY
JOYSTON directed the Salon Players of
Jackson Heights in This Thing Called
Love, Jay and his wife, RUTH HILL,
played opposite each -other. Others in
the cast included MILBOURNE AMOS,
FLORA FULTON, HAROLD UPDIKE,
GEORGIABELLE READ, JOHN CRAN-
DALL, PHILOMEL FONTE EVANS and
JOHN EVANS.

BOBBY BARRY, currently with Hell-
zapoppin at the Winter Garden, NewYork,
is rehearsing some scripts which he
hopes to sell to radio. . . MARSHALL
MONTGOMERY, veteran ventriloquist,
made one of his rare radio appearances
Wednesday on Horse and Buggy Days,
sustainer on the NBC Blue. . . . SAM
BROWN back to WMCA as a spieler, and
will do fights and Five-Star Final.

have been formed from Ford workers,
with perhaps a few other fill-in members
from the local.

The Ford Symphony program, tenta-
tively canceled for April 30 on account
of the projected broadcast from the
World’s Fair, will go on the air anyway
from Detroit as originally scheduled,
according to final plans made here.

It i{s now said that Ford employees
will appear as entertainers on one of the
Wheeling Steel shows over Mutual,
Wheeling having originated the type
program using their own employees as
the performers. Ford now is said to be
considering another straight variety
show using professional performers such
as the Al Pearce program the firm
sponsored for some time.

DETROIT, April 22. — Ford Farm
Almanac has been placed for three-a-
week broadcasting by WXYZ thru N. W.
Ayer & Son. Program also goes out to
the eight stations of the Michigan Net-
work from WXYZ Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Agricultural news is alter-
nated with a background of old-time
and ballad music.

Suit Threat Ends
NBC(C’s Scerewballs

NEW YORK, April 22.—NBC’s give-
away of a screwball gimmick burlesquing
the World’s Fair Trylon and Perisphere
was stopped this week. NBC says the
giveaway was taken off the air because
an overload of requests involved a con-
siderable expense and because the au-
dience test of Doc Rockwell’s show had
been satisfactory. Noel Meadow, press
agent, however, says NBC stopped giving
away the screwballs because he threat-
ened a $100,000 suit.

Fortnight ago, Doc Rockwell offered
the screwball gimmick as a gift. Thing
is made with a brass screw and a round
ball, simulating the World’s Fair keynote
buildings. Gimmick had a pin so that
it could be worn as a lapel decoration.

Meadow, as a press stunt some months
ago, set up the Screwballs Association
of America and used it to get space for
some of his accounts. Pictures taken in
the New York subway on Sixth avenue
broke nationally. Claiming he had the
same emblem, press agent threatened
suit. He, his attorney Laurence H. Ax-
man, Clay Morgan and other NBC of-
ficials met a week ago to talk things
over. No suit has been filed and Meadow
is now trying to find out if he has a
cause for action over the alleged screw«
ball piracy.

Jimmy Walker’s Show
Cuts New NBC Sustainer

NEW YORK, April 22.—Deal whereby
former New York City Mayor James J.
Walker became a radio news commen-
tator, starting last night on NBC, brought
some comment that the network was
placed in the position of horsing around
one of the programs it was hoping to
build into commercial possibilities.
Crawford Clothes bought Walker for
the 8:15 to 8:30 p.m. spot Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. NBC had Don’t
Forget, a new quiz show with Allen
Prescott in the 8 to 8:30 spot but cut
the show in half for the New York
audience when Crawford took its time.

Criticism of NBC was especially bitter
since both the Walker and quiz shows
had the premieres last night and the
sustainer was regarded as suffering from
the cut in its inaugural. Since Walker
is on' locally only, the quiz remains on
the network, but off New York. It is felt
NBC could either have postponed the
quiz premiere or, by some revolutionary
step in radio, asked the sponsor to hold
cff three days. Quizzer gets a new time
spot starting next week.

NBC was also criticized because the
chain has heen concentrating lately and
making considerable fuss over its sus-
tainers slated for build-ups.

»CIRCLE’S” WEEKLY——
(Continued from opposite page)
program of more or less routine pattern.
It has applause—which it did not origi-
nally have—and it has canned some of
the elements whioch the agency hoped
would set it apart as a unique program.
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~ Chesterfields Renew- W hiteman
Month Before Option -Comes Due

NEW YORK, April 22.—Partly to dispel
rumors that they were dropping Paul
Whiteman’s show, Chesterfield cigarets
this week renewed the maestro for his
half-hour weekly stint. To make the
renewal more unusual, it came 10 weeks
before Whiteman’s current 13-week
stretch runs out, Chesterfields had an-
other 30 days before they had to commit
themselves.

Two weeks ago Chesterfield signed with
NBC and Fred Waring in deals represent-
ing commitments which may total al-
most $2,000,000 in one year. Liggett &
Meyers, Chesterfield rmanufacturers, are
taking the 7 to 7:15 spot opposite NBC’s
erstwhile Amos ’'n’ Andy, now on CBS,
and will spot Fred Waring and his or-
chestra in a 15-minute across-the-board
show, an unusual departure in band pro-
graming. .

Since the account is dropping Burns
and Allen, and because of the size of the
Waring-NBC expenditure, the rumor was
around that Whiteman wouldn’t get an
option pick-up. Now that he has been

Announcer Charges

Wage and Hour Law
L] L] ‘ L] L]

Violation in Suit

LITTLE ROCK, Ark., April 22.—Charg-
ing violation of the Wage and Hour Law,
Herbert Lateau, radio announcer, this
week filed suit against KARK here, op=
erated by the Arkansas Radio and Equip-
ment Co. Action was filed in the Pulaski
Circuit Court yesterday and asks for
$585.22 due him because of the alleged
violations. :

Announcer claimed he was paid only
$21.86 on a total of $50.72 in overtime
earned and that he was discharged when
he asked for the money. Hs contends
he worked from 43, to 6% hours more
than the maximum legally allowed.
Lateau sald this overtiine was put in
between October 24, 1938, and January
9, 1939.

Lateau salary was $125 a month and he
says he also lost §214 In regular salary
between the time of his dismissal until
he obtained regular employment else-
where, ILaw provides double actual loss
if complaint is lost. Lateau is asking fors
this double amount and $100 legal fees.

Court attaches sald they believed it is
the first case of its kind in this section.

given another tle, it may be that Ches-
terfield will go NBC in order to gain dis-
count. Also possible no such chain
switch.will be made, to spread the audi-
ences. o

Whiteman, now set for 23 weeks, has
been asked not to do any dates far from
New York this summer, so that he may
broadcast from the New York World’s
Fair during May and June.

NBC Coupon Deal To
Get Scripts Part of
Chi Publicity Push

CHICAGO, April 22—NBC with its two
local WENR-WMAQ outlets here has
been copping a steal on competish re-
cently in the matter of garnering local
publicity space. Latest deal which
netted plenty of pix and stories was press
department’s tie-up on the Monty Strat-
ton benefit baseball game. Game was
postponed on account of rain, but NBC
got its pitch in by tylng in with The
Evening American on ducat sale, getting
performers to sell the tickets. Daily
News even went for a four-column pic
of six beauts in bathing attire on the
same gag.

Another tie-in with The American on
the net’s Lights Out show brought in
over 500 scripts thru a coupon deal, be=-
sides pix and yarns. Daily News, always
a stanch supporter of a city-manager-
ment plan, goes consistently for stories
on WENR’s Chicago Town Meeting pro=-
grams discussing this angle. Other big
space-getters have been election tie-ups
and Inside Story guest star gags. Net
has also pegged plenty of stuff in The
News without setting a stunt. Typical
instances have been a by-line feature on
the net’s local studlos, pix spread of
NBC's comic calendar and spreads on
Grinnell - College girls coming here to
find work. In all this stuff the papers
gave program titles and artists’ names.

Interesting angle is that local sheets
are as tough or tougher to crack with
radlo doings here as anywhere, there
being only one daily radio column and
that is in The Times. Secondly, Mu-
tual’'s WGN is owned by The Chicago
Tribune, but nets space in that paper
on Sundays only. Biggest local asset for
this outlet is its array of local remotes.
WBBM-CBS on the other hand has re-
sorted to civic promotions to nab the
local tuner-inners and rates less in the
daily papers.

Report Warners

Leaving Muzak;

Firm Reverts to Utility Corp.

NEW YORK, April 22.—Warner Broth-
ers are expected momentarily to an-
nounce their withdrawal from Muzak.
according to reliable information. Move
will put North American Corp. into con-
trol again, even tho Warners will prob-
ably retain representation oh the board
of directors. -

Deal whereby Warners went into
Muzak had a stipulation that between
April 1, 193¢, and April 1, 1940, Warners
would either assume control or step out
of the picture. In the meantime they
were to assume operation expenses of the

————BILLY
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Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS.

three affiliated corporations, Muzak,
Associated Music Publishers and Asso-
ciated Recorded Library Service.

Muzak itself is understood to have
made money every month of .the past
year, but the two associated enterprises
are reported as having operated at &
loss. Warners had no occasion to sink
money into Muzak, but did in the two
other ventures. :

Differences of opinion between War-
ners and North American occurred over
extensive expansion plans, North Ameri-
can being in favor of such activity. Dif-
ferences have been settled amlicably.

When Warners-North American deal

~ was effected Warners were very secretive

regarding plans. It was reported that a
program of national expansion would be
instituted.

Warners for a long time have been
interested in radio. They control Trans-
american Broadcasting and Television
Corp. and KFWB, Hollywood. The
Muzak deal was regarded in the trade
as an added radio-television expansion
activity on the part of the film-pro-
ducing theater-owning firm.

D AW

the man whose scripts sold around the world is available for
one station’s continuity and production staff.
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PROBABLY more than 980 per cent of

the Procter & Gamble shows will
continue thru the summer, including
the entire Compton layout. . . Lux
Radio Theater to fold for six weeks dur-
ing the summer. . . . Lawrence Tibbett
returning permanently to The Circle
April 30. Moving to Hollywood with his
family. Dr. Susan has added Canadian
Broadcasting System stations. . . Bob
Burns will again sub for Bing Crosby
while latter is vacatloning.

Hal James, Compton exeec, return=
ing Wednesday (26) from Oklahoma
City, where he settled plans in con-

-nection with P. & G. IvQry sponsor=
ship of Oklahoma City Indians ball
games. Sponsorship is shared by
General Mills for Wheaties. . .. Al
Meltzer, of Columbia Artists, sport-
ing a beautiful sunburn picked up
on a South American cruise. . . .
Bruce Fouche, formerly with WOR
and CBS, now in the World’s Fair
radio department. . . . Don Becker,
who collabs with Carl Bizby in
scripting “Life Can Be Beautiful”
and “This Day Is Ours,” wrote the
musical theme for “Life.” He’s also
written the short poem used to in-
troduce “This Day.” ... Earl Ferris
now handling publicity for “The
Gospel Singer.”

EFFECTIVE May 1, John K. 'Strubing
Jr. joins Compton as account exec-

utive for P. & G. Naptha. . .. Lead role
on Your Family and Mine is open, owing
to Ray Johnson’s having to give it up
when networks were switched. Johnson
keeps role in Valiant Lady. . . . Fizdale
office doing publicity for Bob Crosby.
Bing Crosby’s ‘track at Del Mar opens
August 2. . . New York City Police
Athletic League sponsoring its first radio
gshow on WNYC Dbeginning Saturday
(22). Program goes in for deep Kkid
psycho stuff, aiming to prevent delin-
quency and avoid future criminals. Show
will feature interviews with cop heroes
and_ will be produced and written by
Sylvia Altman. . . . Dave Alber bought

himself. a house in Brooklyn. . . . Erwin,
Wasey, Inc., will handle account of
Alkine Co. . . . Jane Webb, radio artist,

has been signed to a contract by Para-
mount. . . . Three Peppers, currently at
Cocoanut Grove, Park Gentral Hotel, get
a WMCA spot three times weekly.

\

Tom Lewis, producer of the Screen
Guild show, comes east for a while, with
Adrian Samish carrying on production
for Young & Rubicam. . . . Twenty-four
stations in the Central time zone will
switch from the early to the repeat Jack
Benny show beginning April 30, owing
to daylight saving time. . . . Roy Winsor,
one of the dramatic directors of the:
NBC, Chicago, has resigned to join the
Leo Burnett Co., Inc., Chicago ad agency.

eL;cago a("; glu'e G By HAROLD HUMPHREY

ADE Advertising Agency is ready-

¥V ing a string of guest stars for the
Alka Seltzer WLS Barn Dance show, to
fill the gap that will be lefs Wwhen
Uncle Ezra (Pat Barrett) leaves next
week for .a six-week sojourn on his
farm. Thru Wally Jordan, of the local
William Morris office, they have already

wset Tizzle Lish for three dates, and Cross®

and Dunn for next Saturday. ... NBC
engineers claim they lost money on their
first hop held last Friday despite the
$7.50 nick per plate and an attendance
of around 500, but they had to have two
bands yet—Ina Ray Hutton and Charlie
Agnew. . . , Russ Hodges, sports spieler
for WIND, leaves that outlet this week
for WBT, 'Charlotte, N. C., winding up
four years at the Chl station. ... MCA
has placed Alec Templeton, blind pianist,
for a guester on the Ford Sunday Hour,
May 28, and beginning July 4 the key-
board wizard will pinch-hit for nine
weeks for the Fibber McGee show which
ducks off for the summer.

Jimmy Evans’ “Prep Show,” pro-
duced by Chi’s public schools’ radio
council, switches Saturday from
WBBM to WLS. . .. Bill McGuineas,
WGN’s New York rep, was in and
out of town this week for a huddle
with the home office. . . . Marion
Mann, the fetching looker who war-
bles for Bob Crosby’s Band, will walk
down the aisle soon with Jack Macy,
local tennis pro. . . . Trying to think

of new places for prying into “pri-
vacy” with floating mikeés had Hal
Burnett, WBBM’s promotional man,
all consumed the other day, and he
finally came up with the idea of
concealing one of the gadgets in the
Cub’s baseball dugout to pick up the
choice morsels traded back and forth
by the boys in the hole. IMAGINE!
.. . LaSalle Hotel is the latest addi=-
tion to the remote band pick-ups,
installing an NBC wire Monday to
air Stuff Smith and His Gang.

AVE BACAL, organist at WBBM, dis-

covered this week that another of
the craft was trading in on his rep,
getting engagements and sending out
press releases on the strength of his
name being Dave McCall, but he went
one step too far and said in one of the
releases that he, too, played at WBBM.
. . . The Blaw-Knox Co. may not be
called in by WBBM to reconstruct that
tower which toppled last week after be-
ing in use only a few days, because the
station is skeptical now. . . . Postal Oddi-
ties is the tag for a new Sunday shot
over WAAF. Program is put on in co-
operation with the union local of the
Post Office Clerks’ Union and will’
dramatize true and unique events in the
postal system. . . . Harold Befts and his
Doggy Dan, the Red Heart Man show
got a renewal over WMAQ for the entire
summer

rom (Il Qround

TWO new programs on WLAW, Law-
rence, Mass., Stanley Shultz, program
director, does one News in Review, for
the Globe Furniture Co. and Irene F.
Morgan, head of the continuity depart-
ment, is doing an interview period titled
Neighborly Chats. . Jané Porter’s
Magic Hour, on KMOX, St. Louis, has
gone on tour for six weeks. With Kathryn
Snodgrass, the original Jane, a moblie
kitchen unit will visit 35 Missouri and
Illinois cities as part of the.Ford Motor
Co.’s commercial caravan. . . . Jerry
Hoekstra, public affairs director at
KMOX, has organized a luncheon club
to include special events of all St. Louis
stations. Already members are Frank
Eschen, KSD; Bill Durney, WIL, and

~Paul Arandt, KXOX.

«“Spell jor Your Dinner,” new type of
spelling bee, will debut Monday
(24) over WDZ, Tuscola, IIl. Pro-
gram, to be presented by station
mandger, Clair B. Hull, will feature
announcer Hank Fisher. New addi-
tions' to WDZ sta/fpinclude O’Dar--
rell Cunningham, ldtely with WCBS
in Springfield,. O.,  who fjoined as
production manager, Bernie John-

son, jormerly of WDWS, Champaign,
Ill., and Jay Krup, former city
editor of The Lawrenceville (IIl.)
Daily Record, as. announcer and news
editor, respectively. . . Johnnie
Neblett, sports announcer of WBNS,
Columbus, 0., was re-elected erecu-
tive secretary of the American Asso-
ciation of Baseball Broadcasters at a
recent meeting in Cincinnati in con-
nection with General Mills and
Socony-Vacuum, sponsors of the
local baseball airings. George Hig-
gins, WCTN, St. Paul, chosen presi-
dent for a second term. Members
include Connie Desmond, WSPD, To~
ledo; Walt Lochman, KMBC, Kansas
City,; Allan Hale, WISN, Milwaukee;
Ed Gallaher, WCCO, Minneapolis;
Vie Lund, WIRE, Indianapolis, and
Don Hill, WAVE, Louisville. :

WCBS, Springfield, Ill., has added Dick
Noble to announcing staff, He will
handle sports, special events and other
features. . . . Ruth Davis, secretary to
General Manager Lincoln Dollar at WBT,
Charlotte, N. C., back at her desk after
three-week illness. . . . Bob Young, KHJ
(See FROM ALL AROUND opposite page)
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that varies ecach time it is presented.

Comment

This column is devoted to brief reviews of programs which have' been on
the air for some time, as well as shows, which, already reviewed, rate further
mention. Basis is that a one-time program review is inadequate for a production

Hours between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. over
‘WHN, Wednesday, provide listenable ma-
terial in general. Forty-five minutes of
the period given over to sports and news
commentators, and this is rather poor
programing, but some of the perform-
ances strike a high level.

ROY SMECK on at 6:30. He had some
harmony singers with him, but they
were negligible. Smeck’s own banjo
work, tho, was tops—particularly a fine
rendition of standard tune, Lady Be
Good.

DICK FISHELL, special events man,
on for a quarter-hour sports talk at 6:46
p.m. Devoted considerable time to base-
ball—timely—and then touched upon
highlights in tennis, track, swimming,
boxing and bowling. Fishell dished a lot
of personality chatter and did a bit of
prognosticating regarding future base-
ball names. Cute angle in his talk was
a compiliation of the earning power per
minute and per second of noted boxers.

BERT LEE, doing a sports talk for
Gillette Razor program at 7:15 p.m., re-
stricted himself to a much smaller field
than Fishell, devoting himself exclusively
to baseball results. ILee did his own
commercials, sliding right into them
via his sports chatter. Yee 1is Bert
Lebhar Jr., WHN sales director.

GEORGE HAMILTON COMBS, news-
caster, on at 7:30 p.m., did an all-round
okeh job. His delivery is excellent, some-
what satiric in nature, and strongly sub-
jective in spots. Gave highlights of the
international situation and then
switched to national news. Very able.

Recorded music of HARRY JAMES on
gt 7:45 for a quarter-hour program.
James has 'a good orchestra but wax
shows lack punch. A couple of long
commercials for Home Diathermy, spon-
sor of the period, were sandwiched
into the 15 minutes, and as a result not
much time was avallable for music. Only
two and perhaps a portion of a third
tune were heard.

ZEKE MANNERS and the hillbilly
tribe on at 8 p.m. for an hour of as-
sorted mountain music — instrumental
and singing. Stuff is too well known to
require much comment. Audience for
this type of material is fairly stable.

P. A.

Wilkens’ Amateur Hour over WJAS,
Pittsburgh, proves in its third year on
the air that localized talent shows can
pull thousands of votes from listeners
every week, and sell merchandise, re-
gardless of the caliber of the entertain-
ment. Emseed by former musical revue
singer BRIAN McDONALD, who picks
performers with aid of pianist JERRY
MAYHALL, the Wilkens show displays
the best of Western Pennsylvania’s non-
pro singers, mimics, instrumentalists,
dancers and the like a la Bowes. Which
doesn’t mean topnotch amusement all
the way thru. But add the sizable cash
and merchandise awards the sponsor
gives and you have listeners wanting to
vicariously share the spoils. Singular
to the Wilkens hour is a burlesque
drama, featuring McDonald, Mayhall and
announcer Jack Logan, who throw in
plugs mixed with hokum.

On most recent show caught, seemed
like mugging for overflow audience in
Moose Temple drew laughs from the
lookers, but modified effectiveness of
commercials to unseen audience and oc-
casionally even drowned out advertising.
Which might not be a bad idea some-
times, considering the reams of spiels
Logan et al toss into mikes. But then,
the sponsor’s unbroken three years over
same station must mean something. On
day reviewed, $500 in cash was awarded
to 13 contestants who had been winners
in 13 previous broadcasts. Best of acts
was a music crew labeled “The Im-
pressionists,” a guest troupe from a
previous elimination. Their streamlined
Hawaiian melodies were of commercial
merit. M. F.

NBC Economizing

On Replacements

NEW YORK, April 22.— National
Broadcasting System is economizing on
sustaining replacements for summer
commercials, and outlook right now is
that cost of filling in the time will be
comparatively small.

Some commercials have already been
replaced, with others slated to follow
soon. In each case the replacement date
is one week after the program’s last
broadcast. |

Ballard & Ballard show goes off April
29, and this twice-weekly quarter-hour
period will be taken over Friday by The
Book of the Month and Saturday by the
Ranch Boys.

John Morrell & Co. exits Sunday and
spot will be filled by Name the Place.
Place will be expanded from a quarter
hour to 30 minutes.

Sherwin-Williams, half-hour program
which went off April 2, is replaced by
the Meadowbrook Orchestra.,

Musterole’s half-hour show, which
folded April 3, taken over by Paul Mar-
tin’s Orchestra.

William R. Warner's half-hour spot
scrammed April 14 and is filled by NBC
Jamboree.

Benjamin Moore & Co.'s quarter-hour
period, which ended April 1, taken over
by Music Styled for You.

Thomas Cook & Son; Wagon Lites,
quarter-hour, went off March 19 and is
taken over by EBook of Review.

American Rolling Mills, which ended
April 9, taken by the half-hour Craw-
ford Caravan.

Vick Chemical Co., off March 19 and
replaced by Radio Guild, half-hour.,

Bowey’s, which went off March 22,

/)
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will ‘be replaced by a dance band.
Sheriff Bob, in the spot now, leaves
soon.

Kellogg Co.'s Don Winslow, five-a-week
serial which ended as a commercial
March 24, remains on as a sustainer, net
figuring it is a good show.

Ralston Purina, five-a-week quarter-
hour, replaced by Vaughn de Leath on
WJZ only.

CAN THIS BE——

(Continued from page 3)
ent slate of its own; hence the absence
of a listing at the deadline.

Philip Loeb and George Heller, storm
centers in the past and figured as prob-
able targets for an attempted battle this
year, remain in Council, tho Heller’s term
is only for a year.,

BIG SHOW GETS
(Continued from page 5)

Story of Terrell Jacobs slanted around

latter being almost sightless in one eye

but vision gradually returning. April 6.

WJIZ-NBC—Goodyear Farm News. Don
Goddard interview of Beverly Kelley.

WABC-CBS—Phil Cook program. Show
plug in general.

WHN—Fred Bradna, equestrian di-
rector, interview., April 21.

WOR-Mutual — Uncle Don’s program.
Paul Jerome, clown, interview. April 13.

WOR-Mutual—Billy Emery’s program.
Paul Jung, clown, interview. April 16.

WHN—Gotham Nights program. Felix
Adler and Lulu, interview. April 14.

WINS — Hubert Castle, Interview.
April 6. .

WEAPF-NBC—Battle of the Sexes. Rid-
dle of Gargantua the Great. April 18.

In probable future class are following:

WEAPF - Network. Fitch Bandwagon.
Merle Evans, show’s band leader, inter-
view. WHOM—Cristiani Family, riders,
acrobats, ete., interview in Italian.
April 27.

Kelley is due to leave the show after
Philadelphia engagement, as he was con-
tracted for fore part of season only, same
as last year. Has practically set show's
radio policy and ptblicity for the season,
Frank Morrissey, his assistant, taking
over in full some time next month. Plat-
ters will be used extensively. Bulk is
promoted time.

rogram

Reviews

EST Unless Otherwise Indicated

“Songs, Words and Music”

Reviewed Monday, 5:45-6 p.m. Style
—Narration and music, Sponsor-—
Chamberlain’s Lotion.  Agency—]John
H. Dunham. Station—KNX (CBS Pa-
cific net).

This individual 15-minute show has
drawn its share of listeners due to the
drawing power of the narrator, Eddie
Albright, and the warbling of Russ
Brown. Program is limited in time but
manages to produce sock entertainment.
Erwin Yeo, CBS staff organist, contrib-
utes his share of the melodic part by
turning out some unique arrangements
on the Novachord.

Albright has quite a following in local
circles, having been on the air for years
with his poetic readings and bits of
philosophy. Each program 1is slanted
toward some well-known author.

Brown has one of the best radio voices
heard in some time. His style puts him
up in the same class with other top-
flight air warblers. His baritone rendi-
tion of Buckaroo Sandman and Caravan
of Clouds was tops. . D. O.

' Doctor L. Q.

Reviewed Monday, 9:30-10 p.m.,
CST. Style—Audiénce quiz. Sponsor
—Mars, Inc. Agency—Crant Adver-
tising Co. Station—KWK, St. Louis
(NBC Blue).

Bigger, better and more cash prizes is
the keynote struck here. With a couple
of rough spots knocked out this show
should click because everybody is eligible
for some very liberal amounts of coin.
Stint is spotted for five-week runs in
large theaters, Fox Theater in St. Louis
getting first call, with the Chicago Thea-
ter in Chi set next. Dr. I. Q. pops the
guestions from the stage after giving a
cue to one of his five assistants in the
audience to pick out a victim. Stooges
have traveling mikes to pick up the an-
swers. Questions popped range from
ridiculously simple to very tough, and
from $5 to $25 is given the contestant
who comes thru with the right answer.
Sum varies depending on when the lulls
come; then the price is tilted to hypo
the crowd.

Midway thru the 30 minutes the en-
tire house was given a crack at a $200
prize by answering 12 true-or-false queries
on a tally card passed out when the stub-
holders enter the theater. This gag is
run on the bank-night plan, the $200
being a, C-note increase over the first
week, when the patrons all failed to get
100 per cent. These 12 questions are
selected in sets of four sent in by the
radio listeners. Each set used is worth
$50 to the sender. After the crowd has
checked off their cards the individual
quiz is taken up again by the Doctor.

As with all such shows, there’s not
much to point at from an entertainment
angle, but shot has all the ingredients
from the sponsor angle and should build
to gigantic proportions. Boxes of Milky
Way candy bars are given to the “losers.”

Humphrey.

“Relatively Speaking”

9-9:25 p.m.

Reviewed Tuesday,
Sustaining on

Style — Interviews.
WNEW, New York. -

Another idea that must have looked
great on paper but that doesn’t work out
so well in practice is this cleverly titled
show. Original twist brings to the micro-
phone for their brief moment of glory
the relatives of prominent people, with
sister, brother or uncle, as the case may
be, basking in the refiected glow and
giving forth with some “inside” stuff on
the lives and habits of their illustrious
kin.

Trouble with the program lies in the
tnane fan mag flapdoodle that’s dissemi-
nated as straight-faced fact regarding the
celebs’ lives, etc. Particularly nauseating
on the show caught was the drivel dis-
pensed by Eleanor Kilgallen, sister. of
Journal-American reporter Dorothy, anent
sis’s routine and reaction now that she’s
a full-fledged Broadway columnist. This
sort of thing kelongs on a waffle.

Not much better was Hendrik Willem
Van Loon’s son Willem. Potentially (he
hopes) a musical comedy librettist and
lyricist but currently a chorus boy, the
lad capped a sickening discourse by sing-
ing (sic) a song of his own, a bit of
diluted Noel Coward called Good Little

Girl. Two other relatives, Ella Baker.
Phil's sister, and Charles Atlas Jr,, son
orf the strong man, were at least ade-’
quately human In their discussions of
themselves and their famous families.

Idea, to repeat, Isn't bad at all, but
interview scripts have to be far more
intelligent and genuine to make it amount
to anything. As it stands now, it’s worse
than the drooliest fan publication; at
least in a mag you get pictures.

Leo Guild digs up the relatives and
arranges for their appearance, and the
interviews are conducted as capably as

possible under the circumstances by Paul .

Brenner, of the station’s announcing staff.
Program switches on May 6 to Friday
nights at 10. : Richman.

“Don’t Forget”

Reviewed Friday, 8-8:15 p.m. Style
—Quiz. Station—Sustaining on WJZ
(NBC-Blue network).

Forget 1s a new type of quiz making
use of a gimmick called an MPC. MPC
stands for mental point of contact, and
is by way of being a hint to the con-
testant., Questions' are phrased so that
the MPC is included in the question—
s0 that contestants with ingenuity are
sometimes enabled to answer correctly
even when they are not perfectly cer-
taln of the information required.

Opening program Friday was just 16
minutes, and was sort of a preview of
the program, owing to debut of the
Jimmy .Walker commercial at 8:15 p.m.
over WJZ. Following shows will be 30
minutes.

Allen Prescott does the interviewing,
posing his questions well and raising
laughs. His diction is good. Mail de-
vice is an offer to listeners of 83 for
each usable question and MPC sub-
mitted.

Program is worthy of sponsorship.

Ackerman.

FROM ALL AROUND

(Continued from opposite page)
newscaster, angled new sponsor for his
early bird broadcast. Sherwin-Williams
Paints new backers. . . . Ray Noble plans
Eastern tour with ork after summer lay-
off of Burns and Allen show. . . . Jack
Dolph, CBS exec, back at his desk at
Columbia Square following a dash east.

. . Bing Crosby’s new discovery, Linda
Ware, a 13-year-old warbler, gets spot in
The Star Maker, Bing’s new flicker. . . .
Lionel Ricau, former announcer for
WWL, New Orleans, new addition to
WSM staff at Nashville. . . . Staff of WWL
has organized its own bowling team
and 1Is challenging staffs of four other
New Orleans stations. Al Godwin s
captain. . . . June Howard, soloing via
WBNO, New Orleans, is slated to join
St. Louis open-air troupe this summer.

Material

Phrotection Bureas

A Free Service for Readers

TTENTION is directed to The Bill-
board’s Material Protection Bu-
reau embracing all branches of the
show business, but designed par-
ticularly to serve the Vaudeville,
Night Club and Radio flelds.

Those wishing to establish idea or
material priority are asked to inclose
descriptions of same in a sealed en-
velope, bearing on 1ts face their
signature, permanent address and
other information deemed necessary.
Upon receipt the packet will be dated,
attested to and filed away under the
name of the claimant.

Send sealed packets, accompaniéd
by letter requesting registration and
return postage, to Elias E. Sugarman,
The Billboard’s Material Protection
Bureau, 6th Floor, Palace Theater
Building, New York City.

The Billboard takes avery reasonable
precaution to safeguard packets submitted
for registration with the Bureau but does
not guarantee or assume any llability «In
connection with same.
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the scope of the Copyright Office.
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RAT RACERS ON TH

J-Bugs Have a Spine Lacking

- Responsibility on Both Ends

t

\

Collegians define the jitierbug—mostly jibes—sex-

madness to dementia praecox characterizes the flea-
hoppers—an itch you can’t scratch

7/
(Continued from page 3)
floor” and at V. P. I. “a dancer teme
porarily intoxicated by swing.”

An Inventive Screwball

At Brown University they look upon
the bug as “something unnecessary and
showing cheap taste,” while at Missis-
slppi State College the Jittery J is “an
inconsiderate young squirt who monopo-
lizes the dance floor and has nothing
to do in his spare time but to invent
some new way of jumping around and
getting in the way of all good ballroom
dancers.” Matching that, Vanderbilt
University labels the bug “a show-off—
one who ‘shines’; screwball, punch
drunk, slap happy, damn fool.”

Having high hopes, a colleague at
.Southwestern University explaing ‘“the
jitterbug is one affected by the drug
‘swing.’ The drug will soon wear off and
the patient will soon be back to normal.”
Georgia Tech makes the distinction that
“a Jitterbug is a good dancer whom the
mhsi¢c ‘sends not an arm-swinging,
sloppy exhibitionist.” Also taking ex-
ception, Sammy Messina, at University
of Alabama, points out that *“a Jitter-
bug is not a true appreciator of fine
swing music, but rather a plebian char-
acter who makes a nuisance of himself at
dances and night clubs by dancing in a
most uncouth manner and making too
much noise for the people around
to bear.” o

Jitterbugs are “two feet and a wiggle
making their place in the fun,” explains
Transylvania College, while North Dakota
State College says “a dancer with an ex-
tremely fast and showy style.” From
Western Reserve University, “one who
takes up a lot of room while dancing
and makes noise when the band is play-
ing.” Conventionally, the Allegheny
College student passes ’em off as *“‘those
who are devoted, honestly enough, to a
type of music which fails to merit any-
thing more than a mild interest.”

Calling All Asylums

Apparently immersed in psychology
majors, or currently in the throes of a
course in abnormal psychology, many of
the college editors taxed their psych
textbooks to define the .illusive jitter-
bug. George F. Scheer Jr,, at University
of Richmond, diagnoses the bug as “one
whose mental synapses -have atrophied,
but whose innate reflexes are working
overtime. A mental dullard and nervous
power house. A show-off complex given
an excuse. A stupid fool who believes
‘letting yourself go’ means a complete
breakdown of intelligence and good
taste.”

“A cross between a fugitive from a
strait-jacket and a fiend high on weed”
is the colorful and psychological
analysis of Jess Hassell Jr., of Southern
Methodist University, while Providence
College suggests “a victim of dementia
praecox not responsible for his action.”
At the University of Baltimore he’s con-
sidered “a sex-crazed exhibitionist with
moronic mentality” and at City College

They Even Teach It

NEW YORK, April 22.—The excep-
tion rather than the rule, jitterbug-
ging is one of the major extra-cur-
ricula activities at the University of
Utah, Salt Lake City. The studes, who
heretorore haven't taken readily to
dance fads, are really going in for
jitterbugging, advises Betty Waugh
(Humnbug). Each Saturday night, in
the Campus Union Building, jitterbug
instruction is given during the dance
intermuission. Altho they were loath at
start to take part in any form of ex-
hibitionism, they finally gave in and
now jitterbug to their heart’s content.

of New York “a moron with the ability
to shag.”

University of Tennessee describes the
bug as “a person whose constitution is
easily susceptible to rhythm and lets
nature take its course, as well as all in-
hibitions when he hears ‘hot jive.’” In
other words, as.the Duke University stu-
dent explains, “one who ‘lets himself
go’ plus.” ,

In a tone of pity, Union College con-
siders him “a person who is temporarily
insane—he is overcome with swing music
and is hardly responsible for what he
does.”” From Elon College, *‘“a non-
playing swing fan who expresses his ap-
preciation by spasmodic fits,” while Bay-
lor University characterizes ’em as “a
listener overcome by swing rhythm,
licks, giving vent to his feelings in any
one of a hundred different ways, maybe
unconsciously, maybe show-off.”

“A jitterbug is a nervous breakdown
set to music,” offers East Texas State
Teachers, and from Oklahoma A. & M.
comes, “Someone who has temporarily
lost his mind and sent his feet in search
of it—or a jitterbug is a worm on a hot’
rock.” To Kalamazoo College he's *“a
person with an adolescent mind that has
finally found a field wherein distinction
of a sort may be gained without too much
mental effort.”” And at Michigan State
College, “one who lets his nervous sys-
tem get the best of him when confronted
by a ‘hot’ cornet.”

Prying into the emotional make-up of
the jeepers and shaggers, Colby College
considers the Jitterbug *a person who
has no control over the emotions aroused
by swing music, but even tho they are
in the minority, they cause swing to be
ridiculed.” At University of Pennsylvania
he’s “a specialized type of neurotic whose
inability to control his emotions has be-
come a universal fad.” And at Presby-
terian College ‘one emotionally dis-
turbed and moved to rhythm by swing or
hot music.”

Hit and Run Dancer

Tom E. Stanley, at Clemson Agricule
tural College, considers 'em as “one whose
every emotion reacts at the sound of
music—it is an uncontrollable menace
to society—a hit-and-run dancer.” From
University of Chicago Ned Rosenheim
opines a Jitterbug is ‘“a person who,
lacking the discrimination to see that
the fine, spontaneous features of swing
music have been with us for many years
in the work of men like Ellington and
Lunceford, indulges’ in an emotional
orgy at any manifestation of musical
unorthodoxy, particularly if it is loud.”
And in the strait-jacket groove, Mercer
University passes the bug off as “a
damned idiot”; at University of West Vir-
ginia, ‘“a moronic show off,” and at Al-
fred University, “tune-struck maniac.”

The anthropology students dipped the
J-bug into Darwin’s pages. Says Harry
Roberts, University of Oklahoma, “The
jitterbug is a degenerate idiot with
cannibalistic tendencies whose place is
among the tom-tom beaters of Africa,”
and from West Kentucky State Teachers,
“a glutton for punishment with exces-
sive nervous energy and the primitive
instincts of a war-mad cannibal.” At
St. John’s University the jeeper is de-
scribed as “an irrational creature closely
related to the cannibal type.” From
Carleton College, “one who is carrled
away by his natural instinct and who
is yet in the earlier stages of civiliza-
tion"; University of South Dakota looks
upon ‘em as ‘“‘a member of that section
of genus homo most closely approximat-
ing the ape in mentality and habits,”
and from Kansas State Teachers, *a

suggested beats—not mnecessarily fast
dancing but syncopated.”

Sticking closer to musical lines, at

dancer who stresses primitive rhythm and

E RUN

Importance of Platters

SURVEY recently conducted by the
‘A W, B. Bradbury Co. at 200 college’
campuses in connection with the purchas-
ing power of college men and women
reveals that phonographs and phonograph
records cut a healthy slice into the col-
legian’s allowance.

MONG the men students, $514,263
was spent for phonographs and $340,-
710 for records. The women itemized
$30,906 expenditure for the platter plates.

ITH the revival of interest in record-

ings, this college market becomes in-
creasingly important to band léaders, vo-
calists and bookers. Read next week’s
issue of The Billboard for an analysis
of expressions on the importance of re-
cordings as compared to the radio from
the colleges participating in “The Bill-
board” survey.

Randolph Macon Women’s College the
jit‘bug is considered ‘“one who swings
or ‘jits’ to music of that type.” And in
the same groove from Cumberland Uni-
versity, “one who loses interest in every-
thing when they hear a good band and
go,” and from Williams College, “some-
one who has no self-control or loses all
that he has in the presence of rhythmic
music.”

“A rhythmic exhibitionist who hears
music with his feet,” opines Bowdoin
College, and from Pennsylvania State
College, “dance lovers who have no stem-
ming control over the effect of rhythm
on their physical being, and so have to
manipulate the body in a wild, fast man-
ner to accommodate that rhythm flow.”

A Fool

Beliot College considers the bug ‘“a
dancer with feeling for syncopated
rhythm who is sent by the music—some-
times, however, merely a sensationalist
or show-off.” Robert J. Supple,  at
Wabash College, declares, “I really like
truckin’, peckin’ and all the other types
of swing dancing, but I think on the
whole a Jjitterbug is one who usually
makes a damn fool of himself on the
dance floor.”

Adding fuel to the fools, both Yale
University and University of North
Carolina agree the Jitterbug is ‘“a —
fool,”” while the gals at Smith Col-
legs pass ’'em off as *“a . But
from Arkansas State College the editor
advises his thoughts are “censored”!

Indiana State College says that ‘“‘after
the newsreels showing jitterbugs in com-
petition came around, jitterbug and
screwball became practically synony-
mous.” *“A person who when fast music
is heard—smooth dancing doesn’'t!” de-
scribes the reactions at Northwestern
University. University of Missouri opin-
jon is that “a Jitterbug is a person who
professes knowledge of swing music and
tries to spread his knowledge to the world
by beating it out, imitating the Holy
Rollers and stomping at the Savoy.” And
in kindred spirit, Lake Forest College
classification takes in “an exhibition-
istic dance (not to be confused with
one who appreciates swing music), a
throw-pack to the Charleston, Shim-
Sham and Black Bottom days.”

Marbles in the Nogger

“A male or female with a loose marble
or two in the nogger,” belittles Colgate
University, while the University of Cin-
cinnati defends the bug as ‘“a person
who likes to listen to or dance to fast
swing bands.” “One who jives out the
rhythm physically,” says De Pauw Uni-
versity’'s observer, but to Kenyon Col-
lege, he's “a screwhball with a love of
rhythm.” .

“Joe College,” characterizes the jitter-
bug investigator at University of Kansas
City; only a “fad” speaks up the Dickin-
son College observer; “a swing fiend,”
says Rensselaer Poly Tech; “a Jivers
jeep!” jams the subject at Fairmount
State Teachers; “a swingist gone crazy,”
is the cry from Oklahoma City Uni-
versity; “mechanized hot rhythm,” is
the University of Pittsburgh explanation,
and from Rutgers University, “a rhythme-
mad exhibitionist.”

Insecticides

A Britisher recently stated in Reader’s
Digest that a jitterbug is not an insect

Kent State Soph Hop
Halted When G. Hall
Gets Shaved Payoff

KENT, O. April 22.—Dispute over
failure of the dance committee to meet
its financial obligations to maestro
George Hall, who refused to strike up
the band after the intermission period,
resulted in an embarrassing interruption
of the annual Sophomore Hop last Sat-
urday at Kent State University here.
Hop is the outstanding social event of
the year on the Kent calendar, drawing

‘many students from neighboring cam-

puses.

Contract, it was said, called for Hall
to get $800 for tire date, with payment of
$400 befcre the dance started. Commit-
tee was about $100 shy in meeting these
terms, explaining to Hall before the
dance that there were outstanding ticket
sales yet unreported. Hall, the commit-
tee said, agreed that the balance be sent
on to him the first of the week. The
band set up and all was well until inter-
mission time at’ 11:30 p.m. when, the
committee said, Hall retracted his agree-
ment and ordered his band to pack up.
Dance was to have been resumed at 12:15
and continue until 1 am. Hop attracted
some 400 couples who had to cut their
dancing short.

According to the committee, college
authorities were asked during the inter-
mission to underwrite the band contract
but refused. President Dr. Karl C. Lee-
brick of the University said he would
confer with class officers in an attempt
to reach some solution in the matter.
Hall could not be reached for comment,
band jumping around on one-nighters
in this territory.

NEW YORK, April 22.—George Hall
did not knock off after the intermission
at the Kent State University prom, as
claimed by the college dance committee,
but continued on the stand until the
end of the dance, according to Julian
Rosenthal, Hall’'s personal manager here.
College owes $310 on the date, having
already paid $490 of the $800 called for,
Rosenthal said. Manager stated that
finishing the session was the only thing
to do under the circumstances, thereby
giving Hall a clean bill of health with
no possible comebacks from the school.

WISCONSIN STATE Musicians’ Asso-
ciation, representing 35 locals, holds its
semi-annual conference May 7 at Wis-
consin Rapids. Volmer Dahlstrand, Mil-
waukee local prexy, heads the State org.

but a human being acting as one. And
proving that the reading habits of col-
legians go beyond the Police Gazette,
observers at St. Benedict’s College and
Wake Forrest College borrowed that
definition. ~Others elaborated on the
same theme. From XKnox College, “a
sort of chronic ‘ants in the pants'—
not really an insect but merely acts
like one.”

“A jitterer with bugs in his pants,”
observes the student at College of the
Pacific; “‘a couple with ants in their
pants,” says Hunter College, and from
Hendrix College, ‘‘a screwball with ants
in his, or her, pants.”

Condensing the sum and substance of
every college campus, Albert Thorwald-
son, at North Dakota State College, lends
the final touch with a cryptic capsule—
describing the Jitterbug as “a man who
has an itch where he can't scratch it.”

Mostly Romance

“NEW YORK, April 22.—There’s no
accounting for musical tastes at the
University of California, at Berkeley,
advises Dixon Gayer (Pelican). They
love “hot” records, but let a band play
a fast plece and they'll sit'the dance
out. Students here take their music
seriously, but not their dancing.
Rather, they are more inclined to
romance, and it reflects in their danc-
ing and choice of orchestra. Give ’em
music where “he takes her in his arms
—and they take a walk!”
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Waltz Me, Gate

NEW YORK, April 22. — Waynites
don't go for swing if the J-Hop is a
criterion, explains J. R. 8. Millar (De-
troit Coilegian) in accounting for the
musical tastes at Wayne University,
Detroit. Count Basie, at the hop, did
his best under such adverse conditions.
But what made the 1 o’clock maes-
tro really jump was when someone
asked him to play a waltz. The Count
did—Jjust one.

Ballroom Ops Not
Enthused Over Org
Meeting in Philly

PHILADELPHIA, April 22.—Response
from ops urged to attend the two-day
meeting of the National Ballrcom Own-
ers and Operators’ Association has not
been up to expectations, according to
FEl Brendel Jr., head of the group who
called confab here for May 2 and 3.
Most letters he received up to this time
state that ops will abide by the decisions
made, but regret that they can’t attend.

Despite this, Brendel still thinks there
will be a sufficient response to insure
the success of the meeting,

The co-operation of the AFM locals
and the various hotel men’s associations
is also being sought. The AFM, he says,
has a similar problem arising from the
fact that the major agencies control
most of the available network spots,
which they use only for bands under
their management. The hotel and cafe
men, he added. will be in favOor of any
method that will reduce the high price
of name orks.

Eastwood-Westwood

To Swap Ork Stands

DETROIT, April 22.—Addition of
Westwood Gardens to the operations of
Henry Wagner and Max Kerner, who
manage BEastwood Gardens, makes this
management the biggest buyer of travel-
ing name bands in this territory for the
summer, As the outdoor ballrooms are
25 miles apart on opposite sides of the
city, policy planned is to alternate dates
between the two spots with the big
bands, similar to the swappihg done by
the Karzas brothers in Chicago between
their Aragon and Trianon ballrooms.
Buying the band for both stands also
helps to cut down on the booker’s ask-
ing figure.

Gardens -at Eastwood Park tee off the
dancing season on May 26 with Wagner
in active charge out front. Barnd attrac-
tion not set as yet, and, as last season,
the bigger names are the ones sought.
Commitments have already been made
for Russ Morgan, Eddy Duchin, Bob
Crosby, Jan Garber, Benny Goodman,
Henry Busse, Buddy Rogers, Hal Kemp
and Gene Krupa.

802 Cleaning Up

Catering Underscales

NEW YORK, April 22.—In a drive to
clean up underscaling in banquet halls
and catering establishments, trial board
of Local 802, American Federation of
Musicians, this week interrogated 185
band leaders In order to study condi-
tions in the industry.

Four men were expelled from the un-
jon and more will follow. Names are
Victor Goldring, Nathan Ritholtz, Matty
Silvey and Charles Silvey.

Local expects to force caterers to pay
scale by instituting a steward system to
supervise jobs with all employers who
have been found guilty of chiseling.

According to Max Arons and Willlam
McCaffrey, local execs, catering business
amounts to about 20 per cent of the
local’s outside jobs.

Sachs at Alexander’s Desk

NEW YORK, April 22.—Mannie Sachs,
previously confining his major activities
at Music Corp. of America to acts and
attractions, takes over the portfolio of
band duties vacated by Willard Alexan-
der in moving over to William Morris
office. Also takes In the recording ac-
tivities of the MCA bands. However,
Sachs will still hold on to several of his
act accounts, including the Statler and
Knott hotel chains and the Mt. Royal
Hotel in Montreal, Canada.

Collegians Like

To Listen to

Swingers But Desire It Sweet
When Cheek-to-Cheek at Proms

NEW YORK, April 22.—It's the ex-
ception rather than the rule that finds
the rowdy-dowdy gutbucket drippings
taken in favorable doses when Joe Col-
lege in his freshly pressed tux takes his
best gal under the arm and toddles
across the campus green to trip a lick
of terpsichore at the junior prom or
sophomore hop. That students still like
to listen to swing but want it sweetened
for dancing, practically all of the college
editors participating in The Billboard
survey are in agreement.

When dancing, they want something
danceable and dislike a “sweaty evening”
of ,all torrid tootling. The tempo can be
smooth, moderately fast and even in
three-quarter time, but there is a defi-
nite expression of feeling against riding
on a riff for 28 choruses, or a trumpet
player blowing his top to make his high
notes reach the ceiling. It’s alrighty to
intersperse a stomp or sender every other
or so dance set, but it’s no go for the
screwy and *ricky arrangements.

There are isolated instances where the
students like swingeroos to the extent
of the hotter the better, but it’s safe to
generalize that the vast majority shun
the cannibalistic jive. No sandblasting,

skip the power house, give ’'em good,
straight and sweet dance music in a
swing setting is the popular advices of-
fered to bands taking in the college
campus on their touring.

It must be remembered that all dance
music must match the mood of the
dancers to meet the approbation of the
coilegians. And it's the conservative
style of dancing that predominates at
the campus proms and hops. Jltterbug
steps, if present at all, are confined to
fraternity house parties, and are a de-
cided minority at informals and gym
dances. And for the formals, perhaps a
few daring jitterbugs will venture forth,
but they are held up to ridicule. At
some schools, jitterbugging is taboo en-
tirely, and all colleges, as a rule, frown
on idiots conforming to Hollywood’s con-
ception of a collegiate dancer. Not only
is jigging too strenuous but fast break-
ing and cut-ins, especially at the South-
ern schools, leave little time for the
hoppers to get warmed up In any partic-
ular routine.

Dancing Is strictly a soclal and enjoy-
able function and not a physical exertion,
Besides, says Joe College, gymnastics
should be confined to the gymnasium.

Conrad’s $830 on Triple
Terp for First Time Out

KANSAS CITY, Mo, April 22.—Judy
Conrad, former local Tower Theater pit
ork leader, made neat grosses over the
week-end at Will Wittig’s Pla-Mor Ball-
room. Thursday’s take was the best biz
of the engagement, 750 dancers crowding
the floor at 40 cents a person to ring up
a total take of $300. Saturday, usually
dancepator’s big night, fell short with a
take of $250, 500 persons plunking a
half buck each. The Sunday matinee
netted 800 persons at 35 cents each to
ring up $280 and a grand total of $830.

It was Judy Conrad’s first dance en-
gagement. Hailstorm and rain over Sat-
day and Sunday accounted for the re-
duced take those dates.

Only Half Turn in Ducats

CANTON, O., April 22.—Austin Wylie,
once a fave hereabouts when playing
Cleveland’s swankier haunts, attracted
less than 1,200 at half dollar per last
Thursday at Moonlight Ballroom, Meyers
Lake Park, at a dance sponsored by the
local truck drivers’ union. However,
trucksters hustled twice as many tickets
about town as there were dancers show-
ing up. Added interest was $200 in mer-
chandise awards and dance contests.

Harry James a So-So $469

PITTSFIELD, Mass.,, April 22.—Harry
James failed to cause any great excite-
ment at the State Armory here last
Thursday for Joseph Sonsini. With
tickets at 85 cents, only 552 payees
turned out for a weakie gate of $469.20.
Sonsini has Tommy Dorsey coming in
Thursday (27) and Glenn Miller for
May 11.

Starr Replaces Morris
As Warner Music Head

NEW YORK, April 22.—Buccessor to
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris as head of
Warner Brothers’ music interests s Her-
man Starr, v.-p. of the film company.
Morris, son of Sam E. Morris, Warner
v.-p. in charge of foreign activities, re-
slgned shis week as vice-president and
general manager of Music Publishers
Holding Corp., Warner subsid covering
a1l music firms owned by the film com-
pany.

Morris was in charge of the music pubs
for several years, and, tho his plans are
indefinite, he intends to remain in the
business, either at the head of his cwn
company or as a partner in an estab-
lished pub.

PHILADELPHIA, April 22.—In spite of
heavy downpour slightly over 1,600
massed at Town Hall last Wednesday for
Mal Hallett. With a 50-cent admission
tag. gate approximated $820. a profitable
take for the United Wholesale and Retail
Clerks’ Union, which sponsored the af-
fair. Advance sale amounted to 200, the
remainder paid at the b. o.

Brown Helps Charity Ball
Pile Up Profitable $2,900

MEDINA, N. Y., April 22.—Les Brown,
playing last Thursday for the annual
Medina Hospital Dance at State Armory,
sponsored by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, attracted 1,900 persons,
which was a very fine comparison with
last year's attendance of 500 for Spiedel
Wilcox’s music.

Ducats at $2 per couple accounted for
$1,900 of the take, and 200 tickets at $5
per peddled to non-attending patrons
added an additional $1,000. On the total
receipts, 82,900, a swell profit of $2,400
was realized. Roland Fisher was chair-
man of the dance committee.

J. Dorsey’s Dandy $1,496

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. April 22. — A
crowd of 1,700 dance enthusiasts passed
thru the turnstiles at Ritz Ballroom last
Sunday to hear Jimmy Dorsey in his first
visit of the season here. Admission prices
were again upped for this attraction, the
tariff this time being 88 cents, making a
nice gross of $1,496.

J. Dorsey’s $1,100 Fair

WILLIAMSVILLE, N. Y. April 22.—
Playing at Glen Park Casino for pro-
moter Carlyle (Tic) Smith last Tuesday,
Jimmy Dorsey drew below expectations
in a turnout of 1,465. Cold weather, it
was believed, held down the crowd, since
the drawing is mostly from near-by
Buffalo. Advance sale at an 88-cent
scale accounted for $440 on 500 tickets,
with the door at $1.10 for the remaining
965 dancers making a total gross of
$1,105.50. However, after deducting his
steep expenses for the promotion, Smith
sald he was left with a light $301.50.

Shaw Tops Palomar Record

LOS ANGELES, April 22.—Opening for
Artie Shaw at Palomar on Wednesday
(19) set a new attendance high for the
ballroom. Record crowd of 8,753 turned
out, according to George Anderson, man-
ager of the Palomar. Shaw is in for six
weeks, making his Coast debut here.

Names for Ciney’s Coney

CINCINNATI, April 22.—A formidable
array of name bands is being lined up
by Edward L. Schott, prez and general
manager of Coney Island, for the amuse-
ment park’s Moonlight Gardens ball-
room. Bunny Berigan plays for the first
of the “Preview Days” May 6 and T,
Glen Gray solos May 14. with a band
yet to be set for the preceding night,
and Happy Felton comes in May 20 for
the opening of Coney’s regular season.
Traveling name band policy prevails for
the summer.

FLOYD Mills opened the season at
Chamberlain Hotel's Marine Roof at Old
Point Comfort, Va., this week. Set to
remain there for six weeks.

Shoot the Begels
To Me, Hymie, Boy

NEW YORK, April 22.—In the spring
a songwriter’s fancy usually turns to
June with moon and spoon with loon.
But this season the tune cleffers are
turning to Kammen’s Folio of Jewish
Wedding Songs.

With And the Angels Sing heading
toward the top of the song heap, the
ditty being a fraelich in swing, Bee~
thoven and Bach are being fluffed off
in the hopes cf finding the necessary
inspiration In another Kammen
classic.

Dailey To Drop
Baton for Band
Building Career

LINCOLN, Neb, April 22.—Frank Dailey,
wand waver in the ork world f