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In 1939, radio magazines in Europe, United States and
Australia were giving considerable coverage to the concept
of a Radio Home in which all new houses would be
prewired, at the same time that the electric light cables
were being installed, to give public radio in every room.

In the United States, display homes were erected by
builders, and they were great drawcards. Hundreds of
visitors inspected the homes every weekend.

it was considered by those promoting the concept that
technically radio had reached a peak of perfection, and
programs should be enjoyed by every member of the family
at their leisure without having to assemble in one room. It
was also thought that it would boost sales of radio sets,
speakers and other products.

Whilst there was evidence that the scheme was being
favourably received by the public, the Second World War
ensured its early termination.

The Radio Home scheme has recently been revived by
manufacturers using modern technology, and typical
modern installations allow for selection of audio and video
tapes, records, compact discs, preset AM and FM
broadcasting stations and also television programs by
using hand held remote control devices.

JACK ROSS,

Editor.
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THE GREEN MACHINE

In some installation projects, staff work under extreme
pressure. Transmitter difficulties are often easily handled
but power plant and weather problems can be the last
straw. The Knights Hill staff know this only too well.

The situation was that two additional UHF commercial TV
transmitters installed under the Aggregation/Equalisation
Plan, against all the odds, were transmitting from Knights
Hill on schedule and carrying program. This was despite a
14 hour period of total no-power when fitting of a new
power board overran its estimated installation time. But
then the installation of a second emergency diesel power
plant to carry all the UHF services struck unforeseen snags,
and to honour Telecom's commitment to the commercial
services - in case of mains power fail - a large and weighty
mobile standby diesel generator unit (soon dubbed the
'green machine') was hired and brought up. The fun started
when the crane sent to unload this unit became bogged on-
site in ground saturated by days of constant rain. When the
low-loader transporting the diesel generator arrived, its first
job was to tow the crane out! It was then found that the
crane was unable to lift the 'green machine' off the low-
loader. This problem being overcome by the crane driver
using the support arms of the crane to raise the diesel
generator sufficiently to allow the low-loader to be driven
out from under. All this in driving rain and fog.

Bob Spears and Chris Seath, into their third night on the
station with minimal sleep and little food, supervised all
these operations and were very exhausted men before the
night was through. Next problem was that the cables
supplied for the diesel generator were too short. This was
overcome by joining cables together for each of the phases,
running them through the pumphouse by way of the fanlight
and louvres, and suspending them from rods hanging from
the lighting conduit. Everybody was thoroughly soaked by
this time and | vividly remember passing the cables
overhead through the louvres with water running down my
arm. And | was inside in the dry!!

Three 150 watt outside lights had been procured and by
their light in the atrocious weather conditions the cables
were connected up. Then, some 10 minutes before the job
was completed, the mains failed! The remaining work was
finished virtually in the dark, the regular station diesel
choosing that moment to refuse to auto start. Great relief
was felt when the diesel generator fired up satisfactorily,
allowing the UHF transmitters to be powered up again.
Meanwhile, | had returned home for a brief respite as | had
been selected to work the overnight shift, and on my return
journey to the station | found the fog so thick that twice |
had to stop the unheated Telecom vehicle and use a torch
to see where | was positioned on the mountain road! | got
back to the station just in time to join in a welcome cup of
coffee. But, before | could get the cup to my lips the roar of
the diesel died and we all piled outside again. The hired
diesel lacked a battery charger and it appeared that low
battery voitage had caused the solenoid to drop out.
Another battery was hastily called into service and away the
diesel went again. But not for long.

The next time we lost power it wasn't the diesel failing,
but for some unknown reason it had dropped its breaker
out. When this was reset comparative calm returned to the
station, although normal mains power was not restored until
about 0320 that morning.

What remained of the miserable night was an anticlimax
as there was no further trouble, although the shifts
remained ready to get the 'green machine’ going should the
mains power fail again.

KEN FROST

YOUTH RADIO IN WA

Station 6JJJ began transmission in Perth on 29 October
last year in the FM band. It is part of the network of ABC's
Sydney Youth Radio Service 2JJJ-FM which began service
in the FM band in July 1980. Prior to that, the station had
operated in the MF band as 2JJ since January 1975, being
the first ABC station to operate for 24 hours a day.

The service provides a diversity of youth programming
with access to all genres of contemporary music, news and
current affairs, drama, comedy, cultural affairs and forums
for critical discussion of issues affecting young peoples.

The 6JJJ transmitter is an NEC 20 kW model using a
single valve and cut back to provide 5 kW into the antenna
on 99.3MHz. It is located at Bickley, the site for the ABC
and SBS TV transmitters as well as the ABC-FM stereo
service. 6JJJ shares the ABC-FM stereo antenna system
using an RF Systems combiner.

Program for the service originates in Sydney and is sent
to Perth via satellite delayed to come into line with local
time and processed by the ABC's 'optimod' audio processor
before being fed to the transmitter.

MIKE GARNER

YOUTH RADIO IN VIC

After several months of uncertainty, the installation of a
new FM transmitter at Mt Dandenong Victoria for the JJJ
Youth Radio Network was finally given the "go ahead” in
May 1989. By the end of May, the appropriate items had
been delivered to the site, and three staff members from the
Broadcasting Installation Service Centre commenced
installation of the equipment, while local staff assisted with
the installation of the program input equipment. The new
transmitter was mounted next to the existing 20 kW ABC-
FM transmitter. The 3-1/8" rigid line output feeder was then
run via the basement to the combiner where the ABC-FM
service and the new 3JJJ service were combined and then
fed to the antenna. The installation proceeded without
difficulty and by the end of June the manual work had been
completed and the transmitter was ready for retuning and
commissioning.

The transmitter output power was reduced to 4 kW to
ensure the ERP did not exceed 10 kW.

The service was officially opened on Sunday 22 October,
three months after completion of the installation.

ROBERT MEWS

GOLF CHAMPION

Alan Hubbard, a Technician in the Northern Territory
District, recently showed that Darwin is about to enter a
new era in golf.

Not long ago he swept aside the best Darwin golfers to
win the Darwin Golf Ciub Championships by three strokes.
Alan has been playing the sport for twelve years and
currently plays off a handicap of five.

Before joining the Broadcasting Branch in January 1985
as a trainee T.O., he represented the Territory at secondary
school level for five years.

in 1983 he was selected in the all Australian team. This
gave him the opportunity to gain experience in playing golf
at top level. He played alongside such people as Craig
Parry and Brett Ogle who are now in the world's top
professional ranks.

Alan decided when leaving school that a career in

electronics held a brighter future for him than playing golf
against the world's best - who knows!

Next time you need a partner for that important match on
the golf course, you know who to call.
RALPH DENISON
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NATIONAL OFFICE

New staff welcomed to National Office Human Resources
Section include Liz Minns, Budgets & Assets Officer from
Corporate Customer Division and Vivian Barallon, Registry
Assistant.

The Operational Services Section has lost BOM Bill
Edwards to Broadcasting Branch Western Australia as the
new State Manager, STO2 Laurie Hatch has also returned
to his native State of WA after one too many Melbourne
winters while Admin Officer Victoria Saporito has headed
for greener pastures following promotion to Material
Services SRU.

Terry Said from SA Broadcasting Branch has replaced
Bill Edwards as the new National Broadcasting Operations
Manager and along with Terry, Admin Officer Kathy
Dimitropoulos has returned from Radio Australia,
Shepparton on a permanent basis with another new starter
in this area being Admin Officer Simon Peatt from
Metropolitan Division.

Mike Dallimore, also from WA Broadcasting Branch, has
taken over from Operational Studies Section Supervising
Engineer Brian Rowlands due to the latter's promotion to
Telecom Network Engineering SRU. Works Programming
Engineer Charles Edmunds has also transferred to Network
Engineering to be replaced by Jason Simms from the
Victorian Broadcasting Branch.

Senior Supply Officer Martin Val recently resigned with
our best wishes after 18 years with Telecom to accept a
similar position with L. M. Ericcson.

In the Engineering sphere, Buildings Services expert
David Naismith has been promoted back to the Telecom
Network Engineering Telepower Group, Gavin Williams has
joined John Webb's Section as Engineer Class 1 while
Jenny Datsckevich from the Soviet Union has joined John
Bray's Engineering Services Section as an air-conditioning
and ventilation consultant.

VICTORIA

The Engineering Services Group has seen a number of
changes recently with the commencement of Rene Mol,
Fitter and Turner and Paul Madill, Diesel Mechanic and the
resignation of Dene Townsend and James Fisher.

Other new Branch staff members are Dermot Daley,
STO3 (Buildings), John Streader, Radio Lineman, Guy
Samson, Gardener and Admin Officer Kerrie Hayward.
Welcome also to Tech Chua, Engineer Class 3 from the
National Office and Wendy Hui Fox, Admin Officer from
Metro NCS.

Congratulations go to Paul Thomas on his promotion to
STO2 Technical Co-ordinator, Broadcasting Operations as
well as to Jason Simms, Engineer Class 2 and Kathy
Dimitropoulos, Admin Officer Grade 2, on their promotion
and subsequent transfer to the National Office.

Best wishes go to Andrew Buchanan and Colin Beasy on
their retirement at maximum age as well as to Bruce Gillies
on his retirement due to ill health.

NEW SOUTH WALES

Engineer ranks in the Branch have been bolstered by the
arrival of Henry Wyatt and Cyril Yau.

Bill Papadatos Engineer Class 2 recently married and so
did Chris Cooper Engineer Class 2. All the best Bill and
Chris.

The Drafting group has been increased with the arrival of
Ray Soree and Darren Bromley who have both settled in
well to the broadcasting environment.

Sandra Prout, Robert Valera and Rachel Komaravalli
recently took up duty in the Clerical area to provide much
needed assistance there.

Welcome to all.
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TASMANIA

The Branch recently lost the services of some valued
staff members. David Johnstone, STO(T)1, resigned and is
now employed by Hobart commercial television station
TVT6. Mike Jenner, TO(T)1 accepted an offer of
redundancy and bought a 40 foot ketch to spend his leisure
time sailing. A hard life for some! Graeme Ralph TO(T)1
has retired due to ill health. Steve Toth, TO(T)1 resigned to
take up a position at Hobart's new FM station.

Brian Hey was welcomed to the Branch as State
Broadcasting Manager on 18 September 1989. Brian was
formerly a Principal Technical Officer at Network, Tas
Country.

John O'Mara joined the Branch in June 1989 as Senior
Engineer from Broadcasting Branch, Western Australia.
Shortly after John and his wife celebrated the birth of a son.

Rodger Gascoigne has commenced with the Branch to
relieve in the Costing and General Officer's position while
Sonia McKay is on leave.

QUEENSLAND

Recent arrivals in the Branch include Jim Quabba
Engineer Class 1, Ron Walker AO2, Sue Ashton AC1, Kerri
Wovatt AO1 and Eric Neumann STO.

Chris Patrick Engineer Class 1 returned to the Branch
after nearly a year in National Office.

Greg Anderson Technician resigned after seven years to
start up a boat building business, Anna McLean Registry
Officer retired in January and Allan Cartmill and Morrie
Malmer both of Brisbane MIC retired last October.

Peter Werden from the Cairns District is now 2 OIC at the
Townsville District.

Graham Christie PTO returned from an extensive over-
seas visit to Canada and England with wife Jan.

Many staff have celebrated additions to the family in-
cluding Greg Duncan and wife Kath, Kent Lechmere and
wife Samantha and Steve Roberts and wife Judi.

Richard Womack Engineer Class 3 ex-England married a
local girl Elizabeth last December after being with the
Branch for two years.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Doug Blackney Engineer Class 2 resigned at the end of
extended leave to work in far flung parts of the world, while
Bryan Raynor Engineer Class 1 resigned to take up an offer
too good to refuse and has been replaced by new Engineer
Class 1 Joe Triscari.

Steve Atherton has recently joined us from the Depart-
ment of Aviation to take up the STO1 Buildings position
vacated by Phil Wood. lan Gibbs, Senior Draftsperson
resigned to take up a position in Bunbury and has been
replaced by Peter Wellman. Draftsperson Kevin White also
left for greener pastures.

Murray Little long time OIC at BWF/WN Hammersley, re-
cently retired after 43 years service. All the best Murray.
Another retiree was Bruce Magaard, Labourer at 6WA
Wagin.

Other staff to leave recently include Phil Towes,
Technician; Karen Campbell, Admin Officer Gd2 and Peter
Shingler, Radio Lineman.

Some of these losses have been balanced by recruit-
ment of new staff including Thanh Tran, Technician; Jeremy
Wheeler, Stephen Humble and Russell Thompson, Assis-
tant Technicians and Alan Seward, Senior Tradesman.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA/NORTHERN
TERRITORY

Vivien James AO2 previously employed in the Darwin
office commenced work at Radio Australia, Cox Peninsula.
Vivien replaced Veronica Pattison who transferred to the
Adelaide office.

John Casey TO2 The Bluff retired last November
following 42 years service and lima Saat retired in February
1990 after 29 years service. All the best John and lima.

tan Boscence Human Resources Manager returned from
an exciting five weeks holiday in Nepal.












THE BROADCASTING
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

There was a time not so long ago that in the various
offices of the Broadcasting Division there could be found
Clerks, Clerical Assistants, Accounting Machinists, Typists
and Secretaries at any one of a number of different
classification levels. Not any longer. Now all these species
have become part of one breed: Administrative Officer. In
the process, it is expected that these individuals will
become muitiskilled in a number of functions.

Which raises the question often asked by staff in the
field: what do all these clerical types do in the office? How
many does it take to process a leave application or
allowance claim, and monitor the money spent? Why does
it take so long to create a Works Authority, pay the bills
(especially my T/A). If we were being cheeky we would
answer that it only takes one person to do these tasks, and
it takes the rest of us to keep the engineers, technical and
lines staff happy and doing the right thing!

Seriously though, the biggest factor inhibiting a better
work flow through the office is that word we hear so much of
in Telecom these days: CHANGE. While many procedures
have been streamlined in recent years, new computerised
systems for human resources and finance are being
intfroduced with many different procedures being learned by
the staff concerned (and as with all things changes are still
being made). In both the Finance and HR areas, with
Telecom's Divisionalisation, responsibilities previously
undertaken by Finance and Accounting and Human Re-
sources Departments must now be undertaken at Branch

level, including things like compensation determinations.
Just as disruptive in another sense is change in staff:
transfers and promotions with the need for more training of
new staff.

But let's not make excuses: if we take the finance area
functions as an example, the staff have responsibility for
such tasks as: preparing, registering and obtaining
approvals for work authorities; checking the coding of ex-
penditure vouchers before details are entered into FAMAD;
processing the payment of accounts (in excess of 4000
payments each year in SA); ordering material, recording
commitments, following up their deliveries and approving
payments; entering expenditure and labour details into the
FAMAD system; obtaining expenditure reports; monitoring
expenditure against particular projects, against areas
(organisation units) and preparing local reports for
Managers and District OICs; maintaining asset, took kit and
furniture registers; preparing financial plans, budgets and
financial reviews just about completes the list.

The aim of administrative staff in a modern day Telecom
is not to be difficult and bureaucratic; it is not our role to say
this job has not yet got a DOTAC requisition or approved
Works Authority estimate, and XYZ will have to be done
first, and you will have to get that OK from CO before you
can ask me to place the order for that piece of equipment.
Rather our role is to facilitate and assist with the minimum
red tape. If the job is on the program, is clearly important
and action backed by management, then so be it: it is our
role to find a way around the obstacles, and we should be
saying "leave it with me, I'll fix it". The delegations can be
taken care of later.

JEROME VAN DER LINDEN
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