
"At this point," he continues, "I'm 
practically close to getting involved in the 
affairs of this planet on an international 
scale... 'cos I couldn't do anything on a 
national scale. They got somebody for 
that. But they don't have nobody on an 
international scale to really speak or help 
other nations without falling to politics 
or religion or race. Just like the sun shines 
on everybody; that's what they need on 
this planet. 
"What I was thinking about, I knew it was 

totally impossible to get musicians on this 
planet to co-operate and on a world front to 
present to people what's really happening. 
But this letter here makes me see there's 
somethin' else that's backin me up that's 
not of this planet." 
He hands me a letter from an 

organisation called "World In Concert" 
concerning a plan to hold simultaneous 
concerts in a dozen nations for world peace. 
In the movie Space Is The Place he's 
depicted giving a world concert, he says. 
'And here it's comin' up. For 24 hours, each 
country will present two hours. 

"I think that's one of the most wonderful 
things that's ever happened on this planet; 
the musicians would be playin' not for 
money, not for fame, but because they're 
tryin' to do somethin' for humanity's survival. 

"If a lot of musicians get together simply 
for survival of this planet, whoever owns 
this planet will be compelled to say, 'There's 
somethin' of worth on this planet, I'm not 
gonna destroy it?" 
A pedagogue, Ra did once teach at the 

University of California, which obviously 
had fellow academics' brains boggling. 
"They didn't like what I was sayin'. They 

didn't even pay me for two months, they 
said I was in Egypt. I didn't have too many 
students. The title of the course was 
somethin' like 'The Black Man And The 
Cosmos'. Of course, no white people 
showed up, well, maybe five or six. 

"I always gave them books to refer them 
to see that side of the truth. Unknown 
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books. I'm talking about equations, and 
I was talking about equations that the 
world had bypassed." 

But why does he think not many blacks 
had turned up, either? 

"Well, because they wasn't interested in 
the cosmos." He pronounces the word coz-
mose. "They was interested in some money; 
you know, America's money mad." 

Does he feel like an outcast in America, 
then? 

"Well, I made myself like that, because 
I didn't wanna be part of what they dom'. 
It's gonna go the way the rest of the 
kingdoms went. Ancient Egypt was alright, 
Persia was alright and Greece was alright 
as far as I'm concerned. I found some 
fascinating things about those countries. 
And Ancient Rome was alright, but 
somethin' happened." 
So why does he still live in America, I 

ventured, noticing the needle stare of one 
of the Arkestra members just a few feet 
away. One or two seem to follow Sun Ra 
around, like bodyguards, referring to their 
master by his full title. 

Ra chews this one over for a few seconds 
before replying: "I exist there. I don't really 
live there, because, as you say, I might be an 
outcast. I'm the black sheep of the white 
race and the black sheep of the black race... 
which makes me the blackest of all!" Ra 
beams, his face lit with mirth; the man may 
be serious, but he knows how to crack a gag. 

Obviously he has used a multitude of 
ideas and influences from Africa, but has he 
visited countries in Asia or Latin America 
and heard music there? 

"Well actually, it has been dubbed that 
way, but I'm not actually really representing 
Africa," muses Ra. "I would say the closest 
to it would be Ancient Egypt. Not Egypt 
today; they dom' some other things; a lot of 
places they ban music. If music's a universal 
language that means they're not universal, 
they're limited on Earth plane. That means 
they're missin' a lot; they're just lookin' at 
this planet. They're holdin' onto somethin' 

that has not proved to be good in 
the past, is not good now. 

"It won't work, you know, 
because society's movin' out into 
space. People will have to, whether 
they want to or not; they should get 
themselves together in every 
country to draw attention to the 
space programme, otherwise you'll 
have an exodus of leaders from this 
planet. Leaders are gonna have to 
lead you, but they gonna be 
attacked, like recently where in one 
of the countries they bombed the 
presidential advisors. 

"People need leaders. There's 
two billion people on this planet; 
they can't function very well 
without leaders." 
On that point we disagree; but 

argue over every statement in 
a Ra interview and you could be 
detained for aeons. 

But who cares? If you fail to 
adore this man you've flipped. 
LyndenBarber 
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The Delfonics 
The Tatler Ry Cooder 
The Tracks Of My Tears 
Smokey Robinson & 
The Miracles 
Groovy Times The Clash 
End Of The Party The Beat 
Jeane The Smiths 
Sexual Healing Marvin Gaye 
Everything I Need Sam & Dave 
Song For The Siren This Mortal 
Broken Doll Wreckless Eric 
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Zippy stories Bill Griffith 
Homage To Catalonia George Orwell 
Barrack Room Ballads Rudyard Kipling 
Slaughterhouse 5 Kurt Vonnegut 
The Day It Rained Forever Ray Bradbury 
Shaka Zulu EA Ritter 
The Book Of Lists, I & II Wallechinsky, 
Wallace, Wallace 
The Oxford Dictionary Of Quotations 
2000AD (weekly) 
Warrior (intermittently) 

Films/TV 
Badlands, Bloody Kids, Animal House, The 
Tin Drum, Whistle Down The Wind, Teenage 
Command Performance (The Tami Show), 
Blue Remembered Hills, A Kid For Two 
Farthings, Goal!, C4's First Love series 

Likes 
Tea, Ribena (in cartons), trash guitars, the 
NHS, Marmite, taking showers, 75% of all 
TV programmes (especially the adverts), 
photocopiers, playing football, playing gigs 

Dislikes 
Beer, chocolate, solo performers 
who use tapes, dentists, elites 
of any kind, breaking strings, 
bad technology 

Heroes 
Frans Masereel, Yuri 
Gagarin, Pete Johnson and 
Albert Ammons, Eddie 
Cochran, Dennis Potter, 
William Blake, Holland/ 
Dozier/Holland, The 966 
England team 

Heroines 
The Shangri-Las, Nina 
Simone (right), Aretha 
Franklin, Pauline 
Murray, Nastassia 
Kinski, Sarah Greene, ) 
those Greenham 
Common girls 
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