
NIPKOW STILL LIVES! 

The grand old man of television as he 
appears today: Paul Nipkow as photo- 

graphed by the author. 

ALREADY for years the famous Nip - 
kow, the ingenious inventor of the 

classical televisor, has passed for one 
of the tragic figures in the ranks of 
the inventors who did not live to see 
their ideas realized. The only thing 
known of him was the German patent 
of January 6, 1884, Patent No. 30,105. 
So much the greater was my amaze- 
ment, when one day, in looking through 
the fat Berlin directory, I suddenly 
saw before me the name of the great 
televisor inventor, "Paul Nipkow," with 
the occupation given as "head engineer, 
retired." Although the matter looked 
very improbable and it reads in black 
and white in all bibliographies that 
Nipkow was a Russian from St. Peters- 
burg (now called Leningrad), I never- 
theless set out. The house in old 
Pankow, in one of the most beautiful 
suburbs of Berlin, I soon found. There 
was the door plate with the name 
"Paul Nipkow," too. But although I 
am an old journalist and have done 
many difficult things. I really lacked 
the courage to ring the bell. 

As a matter of fact, what would the 

The father of modern television is a German, not a Russian, 
and is hale and hardy at 72. He is living a quiet life in 

Berlin, where he granted this exclusive interview for 
"Radio Review and Television News ". 
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people in there say, if I should ask 
them about the inventor of the tele- 
visor? Was there perhaps a totally 
different Nipkow living here, one who 
simply by chance had the same name 
as the great Russian? A Nipkow who 
had never even heard of television and 
would think I was making a fool of 
him? I knocked -and stood at the 
door, awaiting with conflicting emo- 
tions what would happen. 

The door slowly opened a little. Be- 
hind the narrow slit stood an old grey 
haired woman. At the question: 
"Please excuse me, but does the in- 
ventor of television live here ?" she 
took on an expression which the words 
"incredulous" and "confused" are too 
weak to describe. I should have liked 
best to run away at once. Then came 
as answer a stammered "Yes," a "Yes" 
so prolonged that I was inclined to 
assume that I had taken the long trip 
from Berlin to Pankow in vain. Fin- 
ally the old lady, after a long and 
thoughtful pause, said, while gently 
closing the door, "Yes, I'll just go and 
ask." 

Now I waited outside nervously, ex- 
pecting at any moment a very "force- 
ful" answer or even perhaps the im- 
pact against my head of a hard ob- 
ject capable of producing severe in- 
juries. 

But nothing of the kind happened. 
A smooth shaven man of abou.t 35 
opened the door and said, 

"Please come in, my father will be 
right here." 

I sat in a room which was adorned 

Extreme left: Nipkow's original conception of the tele- 
vision scanning disc, showing the fundamental scanning 
spiral. Center: Nipkow as he appeared at the age of 27. 
bight: facsimile of the first page of Nipkow's original 

television patent, granted in 1884. 
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according to the good old Berlin cus- 
tom with a plush sofa and countless 
knicknacks. Antique -but very pleas- 
ant and comfortable. After a while 
there came in a man apparently about 
60, who said while extending his hand 
to me, "Yes, 1 am the inventor." 

He told as freshly and gaily as a 
twenty year old, how, on Christmas 
eve, in the year 1883, with his stomach 
not too well filled, he was working at 
his favorite problem, the televisor, 
considering everything this way and 
that, and how he suddenly came upon 
the long desired solution, at midnight 
or perhaps a little later. 

"I jumped up," said he, " and danc- 
ed around the room like one pos- 
sessed, so that my landlady came into 
my room full of terror, fearing that 
something had happened to me. Ac- 
tually something had happened to me, 
but something delightful, something 
which made the hitherto so gloomy 
Christmas a brilliant festival, the most 
beautiful Christmas festival I can re- 
member. Suddenly my stomach no 
longer called for food, I was gay, rich, 
and happy." 

Very interesting was his answer to 
the question of how he had occupied 
himself with the idea of constructing 
a televisor. Nipkow laughed and said, 
repeatedly twirling his fine large mous- 
tache, like a sergeant's which was not 
at all grey, 

"Well, that is not as peculiar as you 
think. At that time the newly intro- 
duced telephone was in the center of 

(Continued on page 300) 
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