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News, Trends, And Short Takes
New Radio Technology Comes to
Remote Rwandan Communities

U.S.-based SC Johnson has distributed 225 MP3-
enabled Lifeplayer radios to remote farm communities
in northern Rwanda, company officials said.

SC Johnson is the first to use this new technology
in an educational project to support pyrethrum (py)
farmers. Pyrethrum is a plant -based natural insecticide.
Initially, the project will benefit more than 5,000
Rawandan py farmers - approximately 60 percent of
the total - by sharing farming news, market trends and
wellness information. (WATCH: Video of pyrethrum
farmers in action: <http://tinyurl.cotn/
cdUatic>. - KPC6PC)
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Photo A. The Lifeplayer, developed by Lifeline Energy, is a solar -
powered, wind-up device that combines AM/FM/SW radio with an MP3
player. (Internet screen grab, <http://bitly/HcJwsY>)

To help alleviate past problems around communi-
cation access, the Lifeplayer radios will allow farmers
to listen to pre -loaded, pre-recorded programming and
broadcasts that impact their livelihood and quality of
life, SC Johnson said.

The Lifeplayer, developed by Lifeline Energy, is a
solar -powered, wind-up device that combines
AM/FM/SW radio with an MP3 player. In addition to
providing traditional radio broadcasts, programming
can be pre -loaded onto flash drives and then played
back for farmer listening groups. (IN DEPTH: Learn
more about the Lifeplayer radio at: <http://bit.ly/
GUZOmh>. WATCH and LISTEN: To a demonstra-
tion of the Lifeplayer. <http://bit.ly/HcJwsY>, Photo
A. - KPC6PC)

- Source: SC Johnson

Radio Pakistan: Listen to Us Via
Telephone in the U.S.

Radio Pakistan has launched a new service enabling
Pakistanis living in the United States to listen to its pro-
grams by dialing a United States local number.
Programming of FM -93, FM -94, FM -101, NBS and

the current affairs channel of Radio Pakistan -
National Broadcasting Service - can now be heard by
dialing (832) 280-0683 in Houston, Texas.

People living in the United States can either call this
number from landline phones or from their mobiles. If
they are calling from mobiles and have unlimited pack-
ages, they will not be charged for this call for listening
to Radio Pakistan, but if they do not have unlimited
packages, they will be charged at normal rates. (NOTE:
Check with your phone carrier for rate information and
details. - KPC6PC)

The new service has been launched for the people
who do not have Internet or Smart phones.

- Source: Radio Pakistan,
<http://www. radio. gov.pk/>

Bangladesh Bans `Banglish' to
Protect Local Tongue

The use of English slang known as Banglish on tele-
vision and radio stations has been outlawed by a
Bangladesh court - a move welcomed by people who
worry about a foreign invasion of their language,
according to AFP reporter Shafiq Alam.

The order "to uphold the sanctity of our mother
tongue" - Bengali - was issued by the Bangladesh
High Court, the story noted. The language has a 1,000 -
year -old past, a state prosecutor said.

"The history of Bengali, which is spoken by at least
250 million people on the subcontinent, is wrapped up
with the creation of Bangladesh as a country in 1971,"
the story said.

Alam reported that private television and radio
stations that "have sprouted in Bangladesh over the
last five or six years" feature music and talk -shows
aimed at listeners in their teens and 20s. "Use of
Banglish, in which Bengali and English words are
mixed seamlessly together, is widespread," the story
says, "as is Hinglish in India - a combination of
Hindi and English."

- Source: AFP, <http://bitly/GX0j01>

NHK to Sell Analog Transmitter
Facilities

Japanese broadcasting giant NHK - Japan
Broadcasting Corp. - is in negotiation to sell about
1,050 analog broadcasting stations to Softbank Mobile
Corp., according to a posting by Japan Times Online.

"The mobile phone service provider will use the sta-
tions - rendered obsolete by the nationwide switch to
digital broadcasting last July - mostly as cell towers
in mountainous areas because of complaints about
reception in rural areas," the Times Online reported.

The story further noted that "by improving its net-
work, the carrier hopes to gain an advantage in the com-
petition for radio bands for next -generation, high-speed
data communications that might be allocated by the
Internal Affairs and Communications Ministry."

NHK entertained offers in December. Softbank
Mobile was the only bidder, sources said.

- Japan Times Online, <http://bit.ly/GUXtMY>
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