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North American Pirate Radio Hall
Of Fame Opens

A Hall of Fame dedicated to pirate radio of North
America was launched, appropriately, on Halloween
2010. Sponsored by the A*C*E, publisher of the most
prominent pirate radio newsletter of the 1980s and '90s
and the first BBS about pirate radio, the Hall of Fame's
mission is, "Collecting, through donation, pirate radio
artifacts, audio recordings, literature, photographs,
QSLs, memorabilia and related materials which focus
on the history of pirate radio over time, its operators,
stations and individuals elected to the Hall of Fame."
Its website features information about North American
pirate radio greats, QSLs, audio clips, and stories by
well-known pirate radio writers. Its board of directors,
which includes topic luminaries George Zeller, Andy
Yoder, Greg Majewski, Bill Finn, James Brownyard,
JTA, Ragnar Daneskjold, and Larry Will, nominates
and votes on inductees. In a news release, Chairman of
the Board Pat Murphy said, "It has always bothered me
that when you type in 'Hall of Fame' in Google, all you
get are European stations. Nothing for North America."
That is no longer the case. The North American
Shortwave Pirate Radio Hall of Fame can be found at
www.pirateradiohalloffame.com.

BBC Launches HD Sound For Radio
The BBC announced plans to launch an extra -high -

quality audio stream for live online listening, called HD
Sound. From December, BBC Radio 3 will be avail-
able in HD Sound through its website, and special
events on other networks will also be offered in extra
high quality, starting with the Electric Proms on BBC
Radio 2. HD Sound uses improved encoding and high-
er bit rates and offers a wider dynamic range; percep-
tibility of improved sound quality will depend on the
equipment used. Initially, the stream will only be avail-
able for live programs (not on demand) and through
pages on radio networks' websites and special event
sites; the goal is to integrate HD Sound into iPlayer and
Radioplayer as the technology develops.

(Source: BBC Press Office)

New BBC/DW DRM Channel For
South Asia

BBC World Sen ice and Deutsche Welle (DW) are
launching a new Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) digi-
tal radio channel for South Asia. The channel will carry
a four-hour daily broadcast that includes international
programs in English and Hindi from BBC World
Service and Deutsche Welle. It will offer audiences
DRM digital radio's near -FM quality audio, text mes-
sages, Journaline and an Electronic Program Guide
(EPG). The joint initiative between BBC World
Service and Deutsche Welle uses two transmitters in
the region and will cover much of South Asia. The sig-
nal covers the majority of the Indian sub -continent and

may reach as far as Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
other neighboring countries. The transmission, which
was to start on October, 31, 2010, will be broadcast
from 1400-1800 UTC each day. Listeners will find the
program stream on 13590 and 5845 kHz (SW) and addi-
tionally on 1548 kHz (MW) between 1700-1800 UTC.

(Source: BBC & DRM Consortium)

Egyptian Fundamentalists Plan
Islamic Satellite

Atter the recent closure of several religious chan-
nels by the authorities, Egyptian Islamists have
announced a plan to launch an Islamic satellite to guar-
antee broadcasting freedom and avoid similar clamp-
downs. The decision by Egypt's main satellite opera-
tor NileSat to shut down 12 private channels, mostly
religious, on grounds of violating broadcasting licens-
es triggered expansive protests by fundamentalist
groups and discussions about allocating a satellite for
those channels, the London -based Asharq Alawsat
newspaper reported. Egyptian Islamist lawyer
Montasser al-Zayat, who is known for defending mem-
bers of Islamist groups, has launched an initiative to
raise funds fora new satellite that "will be specialized"
in broadcasting religious channels. "Launching an
Islamist satellite is inevitable in light of the changes
taking place in the Egyptian media," said Zayat. He
added that the new satellite would not be Islamic in the
sense that all its channels will only broadcast sermons
and host preachers, but it will be a venue for freedom
of expression in general.

(Source: Asharq Alawsat)

Zimbabwe Police Raid Villages,
Confiscate Shortwave Radios

Police in the Zimbabwean province of Mashonaland
East launched a blitz confiscating shortwave radio sets
distributed to villagers by non -governmental organiza-
tions campaigning for the freeing of the airwaves. The
police were reported to be raiding homesteads in search
of the "offending" radio sets, in what civil society orga-
nizations viewed as part of the ruling Zanu (PF) party's
strategy to stop rural Zimbabweans from accessing
media sources other than the state-controlled Zimbabwe
Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC). Due to ZBC's parti-
san reporting in favor of President Robert Mugabe and
Zanu (PF), NGOs have been doling out free shortwave
radios to enable villagers to tune into foreign -based
radio stations that beam into the country, such as Radio
VOP, SW Radio Africa, and the Washington -based
Studio Seven run by the Voice of America. An official
with the human rights NGO ZimRights told Radio VOP
that police officers in the company of members of the
dreaded Central Intelligence Organization (CIO) were
moving through the Murehwa District threatening vil-
lagers in possession of the NGO-donated sets before
confiscating them.

(Source: Radio VOP)
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