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Radio/TV Marti Boss Resigns
Radio/TV Marti director Pedro Roig resigned

recently after more than seven years at the head
of the U.S. government stations that broadcast
to Cuba. The twin stations have spent an esti-
mated $500 million over the years broadcasting
news and entertainment to Cuba, but have been
dogged by complaints of meager audiences,
biased politics and journalism, and cronyism.
There was no immediate word on who would
replace him. The stations have been highly con-
troversial since their founding-the radio in
1983 and television in 1990-as a way of get-
ting information past the Cuban government's
monopoly on news. Cuba effectively jams TV
Marti's over -the -air broadcasts, but the station
also broadcasts by satellite, and the radio trans-
mits on AM as well as shortwave frequencies.
Some leading Cuban dissidents sent Washington
a letter early last year criticizing the stations'
programming and complaining they were not
covering opposition activities on the island well
enough. U.S. Congress members critical of the
broadcasts have long tried to cut back the sta-
tion's budget, and a congressional report pub-
lished in early 2009 said less than 1 percent of
Cubans heard or watched the transmission.
Several congressional reports have also com-
plained that the stations did not adhere to U.S.
or VOA standards of journalism and their broad-
casts were too blatantly political.

(Source: Miami Herald)

Sudan Suspends BBC Broadcasts
On FM

Sudan halted BBC broadcasts in Arabic on FM
radio frequencies after suspending its agreement
with the British public broadcaster for reasons it
said had nothing to do with its newscasts. In a
statement carried by the official Suna news
agency, the information ministry alleged that the
BBC had imported technical equipment via
British diplomatic courier. The information min-
istry also took the BBC to task for training
schemes in the absence of a "final agreement"
with Khartoum, and for broadcasting in the south-
ern Sudanese capital Juba without central gov-

ernment approval. With four broadcasting loca-
tions inside Sudan, plus shortwave services, the
BBC is a major source of news in Sudan, the
biggest country in Africa whose population of 40
million mostly speak Arabic.

(Source: AFP)

Record Number Of Iranians
Logged On To Radio Farda
Website

More than a million people inside Iran cir-
cumvented aggressive censorship and logged on
to RFE/RL's Persian -language website in July
through a proxy server, a system ensuring the
anonymity of its users. It was the first time Radio
Farda's proxy server recorded a million visits
since it was put in place in April 2009. In addi-
tion, the site received 40,000 visits on August 15,
a record high for a day without breaking news.
Since the post -election protests, Radio Farda has
added two new live shows: the popular Pas Farda
(The Day After Tomorrow), which pushes the lim-
its on critical satire, and a call -in program called
The Sixth Hour that takes on hot -button topics like
capital punishment and the student protest move-
ment. In total (the proxy server plus regular Web
traffic), Radio Farda's website drew more than 4.3
million visits in July. Users viewed nearly 13 mil-
lion webpages and downloaded more than a mil-
lion hours of audio programming.

(Source: RFE/RL)

Toshiba To Launch First 3D TV
Without Glasses

Japanese electronics giant Toshiba announced
plans to market the world's first 3D television that
does not need special glasses. It said it would unveil
three models, which will cost several thousand dol-
lars, before Christmas. The company has devel-
oped a new system that emits a number of rays of
light with various angles from the screen so that
viewers can see stereoscopic images without glass-
es. Japan's major electronics makers launched 3D
television this year, but sales have not been as
strong as expected, and many customers com-
plained of being irritated by the glasses.

(Source: AFP)
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