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1929 Broadcast Featuring
Thomas Edison Recovered

A 1929 radio broadcast of Thomas Edison has
been recovered from a recording made of it on a
machine that no longer exists. Audio experts had
to recreate the early sound recording device,
known as a "pallophotophone," based only on old
photos and descriptions of the machine, which
General Electric developed in 1922. The pal-
lophotophone, which means "shaking light
sound" in Greek, recorded onto movie film light
emissions made from sound. To unlock the sound,
modem motors and computer controls were cob-
bled together in a machine dubbed a Gizmotron,
which used a photo transistor in place of a pho-
toelectric cell that read the recordings originally.

Writing for the Times Union (Albany, New
York), Paul Grondahl said "Listening to the elder-
ly Edison lose his place, become confused and
nearly weep over the depth of his admiration for
Ford more than 80 years after he spoke those
heartfelt words to a live audience has the power
to cause a lump to rise in one's throat."

The recording is one of the world's oldest sur-
viving radio broadcasts.

(Source: Times Union)

World's Radio Stations On A USB
Thumb Drive

RadioTime, Inc., a developer of technology for
finding and listening to radio online, announced
it provides its Internet radio guide to the Dension
Webradio, a small USB dongle that can bring the
world's radio stations and programs to any USB-
capable home entertainment system or car radio.
Developed by Dension Audio Systems, based in
Budapest, Hungary, the Dension Webradio
enables anyone with a free RadioTime.com
account to load their RadioTime Presets, pair the
device with a 3G -enabled mobile phone, and plug
it directly into a radio's USB port. Each station
will appear on the car or home system as an MP3
file, enabling the user to browse, select and listen
to the stations by name, and view that informa-
tion on the radio's display. According to
RadioTime, RadioTime.com gives users access to
30,000 AM/FM and Internet -only radio stations
and 100,000 music, news, talk, sports and enter-
tainment programs.

The Dension Webradio is available in the US,
with a suggested MSRP of $120 USD.

(Source: RadioTime)

Tougher Action Against Dutch
Pirate Radio Stations

The Radiocommunications Agency (AT)
Netherlands is stepping up action to prevent ille-
gal radio broadcasts. The agency will not only
close down stations that are on the air without per-
mit, but will also target aerial towers "obviously
intended for illegal broadcasts." AT inspectors
will pay warning visits to land and homeowners
on whose premises suspicious constructions are
spotted. "If these are used illegally, they will be
fined 2,500 euros plus a conditional fine of 2,250."
The total fine that illegal broadcasters risk "can
total up to 33,750 euros," according to AT
spokesman Gernant Deekens. "Pirate radios are
causing a lot of trouble in the north and east of
the Netherlands," said AT Chief Inspector Peter
Spijkerman. "Their illegal broadcasts are inter-
fering with legal radio stations here and in neigh-
boring Germany. Air traffic communication, too,
is disrupted by illegal transmissions. This can lead
to dangerous situations. We primarily want to take
preventive action, but if people break the law,
we'll give the pirates tit for tat."

(Source: RNW News)

Finland Makes Broadband A
"Legal Right"

Finland has become the first country in the
world to make broadband a legal right for every
citizen. As of July 1, 2010, every Finn has the
right to access to a 1Mbps broadband connection.
Finland has vowed to connect everyone to a
100Mbps connection by 2015. Speaking to the
BBC, Finland's communication minister Suvi
Linden said, "We considered the role of the
Internet in Finns' everyday life. Internet services
are no longer just for entertainment. Finland has
worked hard to develop an information society
and a couple of years ago we realized not every-
one had access." It is believed up to 96 percent of
the population are already online and that only
about 4,000 homes still need connecting to com-
ply with the law.

(Source: BBC)
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