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U.S. Military Delivers Radios To
Haiti Quake Survivors

The U.S. military is delivering 50,000 hand-
held radios to Haiti for survivors of the recent
earthquakes. The joint task force will distribute
the radios to the public.The military said survivors
can use the radios to receive news and important
information concerning international relief
efforts. It also says its forces are working closely
with the Haitian government to broadcast public
safety messages for survivors on FM frequencies
of 92.4 MHz and 104.1 MHz and the AM radio
frequency of 1030 kHz. The radios are powered
by solar energy and hand cranks instead of bat-
teries, a potentially helpful asset in a nation short
on basic supplies.

(Source: Voice of America)

Spain To Shut Down Up To 3,000
Illegal Radio Stations

Spain's planned State Radio Communications
Agency has been tasked with evaluating and clos-
ing down up to 3,000 illegal radio stations
throughout the country. In some regions of Spain
pirate stations outnumber the legal ones by two,
sometimes three, to one. The agency was created
following pressure by the Spanish Association of
Commercial Radio, which has presented a list of
broadcasters it considers outside the law. The
Central Government said it will draw up a map of
Spanish radio, which will allow a cleaning up of
the FM band, followed by the quick and firm clo-
sure of broadcasters who lack the correct permis-
sion. The illegal operators have complained that
no new concessions for licensees have been made
available and that many of have submitted appli-
cations for licenses but have not heard back from
the commission.

(Source: Media Network, SpanishNews.es)

RFI Adds Two English Broadcasts
To Its Live Stream

Radio France International (RFI) in English
has expanded its live stream to include its evening
broadcasts to Africa at 1600 and at 1700 UTC.

All broadcasts are also available after the show
on demand. This means that seven of the eight
RFI English broadcasts-at 0400, 0500, 0600,
0700, 1400, 1600, and 1700 UTC-are available
live. Only the 1200 UTC program is not yet on
the live stream.

(Source: RFI)

Deutsche Welle Latest Target Of
Iranian Jamming

Following deliberate interference to Farsi
broadcasts of the BBC, VOA, and Radio Farda,
Deutsche Welle (DW) is the latest international
broadcaster to report deliberate jamming of its
satellite signal in Iran, according to a report in
news magazine Der Spiegel. The report says that
the French national radio regulatory agency
Agence Nationale des Frequences wrote to the
Iranian Ministry of Communication saying that
on December 7 and December 8 signals had been
detected that looked like "deliberate interference"
with the satellite used by DW. The origin of the
disturbance was traced to the area of Tehran.
Similar disturbances coming from Iran were
already detected by the French authority in May
and June 2009.

(Source: The Local)

RFE/RL Launches Radio Station In
Pakistan's Pashtun Heartland

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
launched broadcasting in the local Pashto dialects
to Pakistan and the border regions between
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The new station, called
Radio Mashaal ("Torch" in Pashto), will offer an
alternative to the growing number of Islamic
extremist radio stations in the region. Radio
Mashaal will operate out of a new bureau in
Pakistan and broadcast from RFE/RL's Prague
headquarters. The station will share a frequency
with VOA's Radio Deewa and transmit via FM
and shortwave. Online, Radio Mashaal's website
will provide a live stream of its broadcasts. The
schedule is 1030-1230 UTC on 9395, 11605 and
13700 kHz + 100.5 FM.

(Source: RFE/RL)
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