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BBG Says Its Broadcasts Still
Attract Large Audiences

U.S. international broadcasting attracted wide
audiences worldwide in 2009, particularly in key
countries including Iraq, Afghanistan, and Iran,
despite declines in press freedom and the target-
ing of journalists in some countries, the
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG)
announced. More than 171 million people world-
wide turn to U.S. international broadcasts across
media platforms every week for news and infor-
mation, according to the BBG's independent
research. This figure is statistically unchanged
from the BBG's global audience estimate of 175
million reported in June 2008 and represents an
increase of more than 70 percent over the 100 mil-
lion listeners and viewers in 2002.

Countries with the highest percentage of audi-
ence reached include Iraq (72 percent), Rwanda
(72 percent), Kosovo (64 percent), Afghanistan
(56 percent), and Haiti (50 percent). Audiences
increased to a record 43 percent in Armenia and
to 16 percent in Zimbabwe.

The largest audiences for U.S. international
broadcasting include Nigeria (22 million),
Indonesia (16 million), Iran (14.5 million), and
Iraq (11.7 million). The BBG's first -ever survey
of Niger found an audience of nearly 3 million in
that country, while the first nationwide survey of
Haiti found 1.4 million listeners. The audience
also increased by 1.4 million in Egypt.

In many countries, audience samples are
extremely limited and require audience members
to acknowledge illegal listening and/or viewing,
activities that result in severe penalties. Numbers
for these hard to reach countries and regions, such
as Somalia, North Korea, Tibet, and the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region, are not included in
the overall estimate. Such restrictive environ-
ments may make survey participants reluctant to
reveal media habits that include banned interna-
tional broadcasts.

(Source: BBG)

Press Now Opens First Mobile
Radio Station In Afghanistan

Afghanistan has its first mobile radio station,
a joint project of the Bamiyan University located

northwest of the capital Kabul and the Hilversum -
based Press Now Foundation. It will cater to the
communities in rural areas not covered by other
stations. Dean of the University of Bamiyan, dr
Yusufi Ali opened the station with a welcome to
all the people living in the valley. His voice was
heard up to a distance of nearly 20 kilometers.
The project is funded by Cordaid, a Dutch -based
international development agency specializing in
emergency aid and reconstruction support. The
mobile studio is fixed in an overhauled Swiss
truck with a mounted transmitter, a small built-in
recording set up, and an editing unit. The Dean of
the Bamiyan University explained that the mobile
station would park at a certain location in the
province while the producers start collecting
information, produce radio programs and make
field -recordings.

(Source: www.pressnow.n1/)

Financial Crisis Threatens BBC
Ascension Island Relay

The BBC relay station on Ascension Island
could become victim of a financial crisis on the
island caused by the UK Ministry of Defence
(MoD). According to The Times, the threat comes
because the MoD is determined to cut costs to pay
for Afghanistan. Its refusal to pay back -taxes on
the airbase that Britain shares with the U.S. has
left Ascension with a £900,000 (approximately
$1,484,000) deficit on its £6 million (approxi-
mately $9,898,500) budget. The island's small
council and government, responsible for all ser-
vices to the 900 inhabitants, have cut spending to
the bone. The Times says that the 50 specialist
engineers who maintain the power station and vast
array of transmitters, antennas, and satellite dish-
es at the BBC relay station would leave overnight
if they were forced to send their families off the
island. Without the BBC relay there would be no
power generation or desalination plant. There
would be no water for anyone on the island except
the Americans, who operate their own power and
desalination plants.

(Source: The Times)
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