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Future Uncertain For Passport To
World Band Radio

Larry Magne, publisher ofPassport to World Band
Radio, told readers that the future of the seminal SWL
guide is in "limbo." According to a statement posted
on the publisher's website (www.passband.com):

"As with any good recipe, a range of ingredients
has to come together if a reference book is to suc-
ceed. Solid content is, of course, essential. But in
recent months other considerations have had an
increased bearing on the future of Passport to World
Band Radio. So it is that the 26th Edition of Passport
to World Band Radio is being held in limbo...

"For Passport readers and our small team, alike,
this is a seminal moment. After all, Passport to
World Band Radio goes back a quarter century and
has had something like a million readers world-
wide. But the future has its own rhythm that con-
founds prognostication.

"There may yet be more chapters to this story.
Stay tuned."

While Magne did not give a specific reason for
the decision, the action seems to reflect the decline
in popularity of shortwave listening, as well as the
availability of shortwave schedules on the Internet.

MFJ Purchases Cushcraft
Amateur Radio Antennas
Product Line

MN Enterprises, Inc., Starkville, Mississippi,
has purchased the Cushcraft Amateur Radio
Antennas product line from Laird Technologies, St.
Louis, Missouri.

"We are excited to have the Cushcraft Amateur
Radio Antennas product line alongside our other five
companies," said Martin F. Jue, president and
founder of MFJ. "This product line increases our
ability to offer our customers a wide range of anten-
na options at different prices. Customers will be able
to choose from Cushcraft Amateur Radio Antennas,
Hy -gain, and MFJ antennas through one source."
MFJ purchased Hy -gain in 2000.

The Cushcraft products, which will still be man-
ufactured in Manchester, New Hampshire, include
a wide range of HFNHF/UHF vertical, beam, and
Yagi antennas. MFJ says it will add more new prod-
ucts to the antenna line.

A special customer support number has been set
up in Starkville (662-323-5803) to handle Cushcraft
Amateur Radio Antenna product technical support,
parts requests, and customer services.

MFJ Enterprises, Inc. also owns Ameritron,
Mirage, and Vectronics.

FCC Changes FM Translator Rules
To Allow Rebroadcast Of
AM Stations

The Federal Communications Commission has
adopted changes in its FM translator rules to allow
AM stations to use certain FM translator stations to
retransmit their AM service within their AM sta-
tions' current coverage areas. Specifi-cally, AM
broadcast stations will be allowed to use currently
authorized FM translator stations (i.e. those now
licensed or authorized in construction permits that
have not expired) to rebroadcast their AM signals,
provided that no portion of the 60 dBu contour of
the station extends beyond the smaller of: (a) a 25 -
mile radius from the AM transmitter site; or (b) the
2 mV/m daytime contour of the AM station.

In addition, AM broadcast licensees with Class
D facilities will be allowed to originate program-
ming on FM translators during periods when their
AM station is not operating. The FCC says this will
permit AM broadcasters to better serve their local
communities and thus promote the Commission's
bedrock goals of localism, competition, and diver-
sity in the broadcast media.

(Source: Radio Netherlands Media Network blog)

Venezuela Steps Up Control Of
Television And Radio

Venezuela is taking dozens of radio stations off
the air and putting stricter rules on cable and satel-
lite television as part of President Hugo Chavez's
battle with private media firms. Disodado Cabello,
the public works minister who also oversees
Venezuela's broadcasting watchdog, said 154 FM
radio stations will be taken off the air and shifted
into public hands in what he called "democratizing
the airwaves." He recently said 86 AM radio stations
will also be hit as the government steps up efforts to
turn Venezuela into a socialist society.

"The use of the radio -electric spectrum is one of
the few areas where the revolution has not been felt,"
Mr. Cabello said in a presentation to legislators about
the need for reform in the sector. President Chavez
and his supporters describe their drive to broadcast
a pro -government message as a "media war" with
private news companies. Venezuela's media is high-
ly polarized with biased coverage the norm on both
government and private networks.

(Source: Reuters)
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