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U.S. Psyops Seeks To Prevent
Taliban Use Of Radio And Web

The United States has started a broad effort in
Pakistan and Afghanistan to prevent the Taliban
from using radio stations and websites to intimi-
date civilians and plan attacks. U.S. military and
intelligence personnel are attempting to jam unli-
censed stations used by Taliban fighters in parts of
Pakistan near the Afghan border. They are also try-
ing to block Pakistani chat rooms and websites that
frequently contain videos of attacks and inflam-
matory religious material that attempts to justify
violent acts, according to a report by Reuters.

The push takes the administration deeper into
"psychological operations," which try to influ-
ence how the United States, its allies and enemies
are seen, the report said, noting that officials
involved with the new program say such opera-
tions are a necessary part of halting the deterio-
ration of stability in Pakistan and Afghanistan.

(Source: Reuters)

New DRM Receiver Unveiled
A new state-of-the-art DRM digital radio

receiver was unveiled to DRM members at the
annual general assembly of the Consortium being
held in Erlangen, Germany, where the world's two
biggest broadcasting unions-EBU and ABU-
reiterated their support to the DRM Consortium.

The new DRM receiver is called Di -Wave 100
and has been developed by Uniwave Develop-
ment SAS. This is the first DRM receiver with a
color screen and was expected to be in mass pro-
duction by April 2009. The receiver has all the
multimedia features offered by DRM technology,
including identification by station name, program
information, and listening time shift.

The radio can receive DRM broadcasts on
shortwave, mediumwave, and longwave as well
as analog FM, and can store 768 stations in mem-
ory. The receiver has a USB/SD card -reader and
mp3/mp4 play -back. The 3.5 -inch TFT color dis-
play can offer text in many different languages.

(Source: DRM Consortium)

WRN Confirms Involvement In
Getting Radio Mada On Air

London -based TV and radio transmission
company WRN has confirmed in its newsletter
that it recently arranged a series of special, one-

off shortwave broadcasts for Radio Mada
Internationale, a clandestine station which sup-
ports the deposed Madagascan president Marc
Ravalomanana. The station was an initiative of
TIM, or Tiako I Madagasikara (I Love
Madagascar), a political party in Madagascar
founded in 2002. It is now the largest party in the
National Assembly of Madagascar.

(Source: WRN)

Thai Forces Crack Down On Anti -
Government Radio, TV Stations

Thai authorities are going after broadcast sta-
tions that support Thaksin Shinawatra, the former
prime minister. Police raided three radio stations
and a TV station, seizing equipment and arrest-
ing personnel, media reports said. The Bangkok
Post also reported that the Internal Security
Operations Command (ISOC) ordered all com-
munity radio stations to refrain on pain of facing
closure from broadcasting messages that might
cause political unrest.

Police raided a radio station in Chiang Mai
province operated by the group Rak Chiang Mai
51, known for supporting the Thaksin.
Transmission equipment was seized even as some
200 Red Shirts-anti-government protesters-
gathered outside the radio station to protest. In the
northeastern province of Udon Thani, police also
confiscated transmission equipment of a radio sta-
tion run by Kwanchai Praipana, leader of the pro-
Thaksin group Khon Rak Udon. Wachira
Khamsueb, a radio host of the station, was arrest-
ed and charged with broadcasting without a
license. He was later released on bail. Meanwhile,
a hundred members of the Khon Rak Udon
protested in front of the police station. Another
sympathetic radio station in Lampang province
was also raided.

On April 16, some 30 policemen entered the
premises of DStation at the Imperial Department
Store in Lad Phrao, Bangkok. The police found
none of the TV station's staff but seized several
broadcasting devices. The Red Shirts used
DStation to broadcast Thaksin's speeches and
also provided news coverage of the Red Shirt
demonstrations. On April 13 troops seized con-
trol of the Thaicom satellite station in Lat Lum
Kaew, Pathum Thani province, which is used by
DStation.

(Source: Southeast Asian Press Alliance)
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