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VOA Audience In Russia
"Obliterated" By BBG

Free Media Online reports that according to an inde-
pendent study commissioned by the U.S. Broadcasting
Board of Governors (BBG), the total annual audience
reach in Russia for the Voice of America (VOA) Russian -
language radio, TV, and Internet dropped from 10.3 per-
cent in 2007 to 2.5 percent in 2008. It is believed to be the
greatest audience loss in the history of international broad-
casting in a one-year period for a major media outlet which
maintains its market presence. In fact, Free Media Online
estimates that the annual reach for VOA in Russia is now
well below 1 percent.

According to FreeMediaOnline.org president Ted
Lipien, the BBG is to blame for causing a 98 -percent loss
of audience in just one year. Lipien said that BBG's actions
have caused hundreds of thousands of U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars to be wasted at a time when audiences in Russia are
faced with increased media censorship and need access to
objective news and opinions from the U.S.

Russia And India To Adopt DRM
Russia's General Radio Frequency Centre has decided

to introduce DRM in Russia in the medium and shortwave
bands. The Russian General Radio Frequency Centre, the
organization that coordinates national spectrum manage-
ment issues, made the decision in January 2009 follow-
ing a series of tests on the future use of transmission net-
works with digital technology. The Russian text of the
decision is available on the website of the Ministry of
Communications and Information of the Russian
Federation.

After extensive trials in 2007, All India Radio (AIR) has
also decided that DRM is the best technology for convert-
ing its vast public service broadcasting network to digital.
After conducting trials over a one and a half year period.
AIR started regular DRM transmissions from a 250 kW
shortwave transmitter installed near the capital city New
Delhi in January this year. AIR is also in the process of
converting four shortwave transmitters (250 kW) to DRM
mode. There are plans to introduce DRM transmissions in
42 new mediumwave, 36 existing mediumwave, and five
new shortwave transmitters, though the cost and avail-
ability of good receivers remains a critical issue in their
implementation strategy for the next five years.

(Source: Digital Radio Mondiale Consortium)

Israel Radio Cutting Mediumwave
Broadcasts

The Israel Broadcasting Authority is gradually elimi-
nating mediumwave broadcasts, a cost-cutting measure
that will seriously harm Israel Radio's news in English
and a dozen other foreign languages. A date for closing
the AM service completely has not been announced, but
insiders indicated that the move was imminent.

Until recently, anyone wishing to ascertain the fre-
quencies used by the IBA for its radio news could find
details of both AM and FM transmitters on its website.

The AM listings have, however, disappeared without any
explanation. Asked about the development, an IBA
spokesperson confirmed that AM broadcasts were being
cut. The spokesperson said the annual cost of maintain-
ing an AM transmitter is NIS (New Israeli Shekel) 20 mil-
lion, a sum the IBA, in its current financial situation, can
no longer afford.

Informed sources voiced particular concern about the
future of REKA, the foreign -language network that serves
immigrants, the diplomatic community, and anyone else
whose Hebrew is insufficient to follow regular broadcasts.
They said that FM reception for REKA is poor or non-
existent in many parts of the country due to the location
and limited power of IBA transmitters. This includes
many areas of Jerusalem.

(Source: Jerusalem Post)

New Clandestine Station
Broadcasting To Madagascar

A station calling itself Radio Mada International (but
apparently not connected with the domestic station called
Radio Mada that has been on the air since 1995) has begun
daily broadcasts on shortwave. The station supports the
deposed president Marc Ravalomanana. Broadcasts are
scheduled at 0400-0430 and 1700-1730 UTC on 5895
kHz. There are also broadcasts every three hours from
0300 UTC on the website at www.radiovazogasy.com.
The station is an initiative of Tiako I Madagasikara (I Love
Madagascar, TIM) which is a political party in
Madagascar founded in 2002 to support President Marc
Ravalomanana. It is now the largest party in the National
Assembly of Madagascar, with 106 of 127 seats after the
2007 parliamentary election.

(Source: Wikipedia)

RTE To Begin Daily Shortwave
Service To The Irish In Africa

RTE begins daily shortwave service to the Irish peo-
ple in Africa. This link with home is in response to many
requests from Irish people scattered throughout the con-
tinent, involved in providing aid, peacekeeping, con-
struction projects, and missionary work. According to the
Irish government there are many thousands of Irish work-
ing in Africa.

Although RTE has long been available on satellite and
via the Internet, those in remote regions of Africa have
asked for shortwave transmissions that will reach portable
radio sets in areas that do not even have electricity, let
alone easy access to satellites and the Web. The main cov-
erage areas are West, Central, and East Africa.

A one -hour selection of RTE radio programs will be
broadcast each evening from 1930-2030 UTC on 6220
kHz. The transmission is provided by WRN, the London -
headquartered international radio and TV transmission
company that has been transmitting RTE around the world
since 1994.

(Source: WRN)
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