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Clear Channel To Lay Off 1,850
Workers

Clear Channel Communications Inc., is laying
off about 1,850 workers nationwide, or nine per-
cent of its workforce, as part of a cost-cutting
move. The San Antonio -based media company,
which employs 20,000 people across the United
States, will implement other cost-cutting mea-
sures, including replacing some locally produced
radio shows with syndicated content, according to
the Wall Street Journal. Clear Channel operates
some 800 radio stations nationwide. The compa-
ny's revenue from radio broadcasting fell 7 per-
cent in the third quarter of 2008. Once a public
company, Clear Channel was purchased last July
by CC Media Holdings Inc., a private equity com-
pany that includes Bain Capital Partners LLC and
Thomas H. Lee Partners LP, for $24 billion.
(Source: Denver Business Journal)

Tall Towers Removed From HCJB's
Site In Ecuador

Crews removed the last of the tall antennas and
towers at Radio Station HCJB's international
transmitter site in Ecuador since they would
obstruct the flight path of the future international
airport for the capital city of Quito. As earlier
agreed upon by the Quito Airport Corporation
(CORPAQ) and HCJB Global, the towers were
removed prior to a December 31, 2008, deadline.
With 14 other shorter antennas and towers still
standing, the transmitters continue to broadcast.
The station transmits 56 hours of analog signal
and four hours of digital shortwave, according to
Steve Sutherland who manages the Pifo site and
staff. All shortwave broadcasts from Pifo are pro-
jected to end no later than 1 April, 2010.
(Source: HCJB)

Radio France Internationale To
Cut Jobs, "Modernize"

Radio France Internationale is going to shed
over 200 jobs of a total of a thousand as part of a
"modernization plan" that aims to win back audi-
ences in certain parts of the world, in particular
in Africa, to the detriment of six languages. The
station has experienced recurring financial losses
and shrinking audience figures, in particular in
French-speaking Africa, where it is losing about
1.5 percent of its listeners every year. In the Ile-
de-France (greater Paris) region, the audience has

fallen by 25 per cent since 2007. In an effort to
build its audience, RFI will favor live broadcast-
ing, enhance its multimedia side, and embark
upon a "new language strategy" that will develop
English, Portuguese and Swahili. It will cease to
broadcast in German, Albanian, Polish, Serbo-
Croat, Turkish and Laotian, however.
(Source: AFP news agency)

Taliban Use Radio To Terrorize
Taliban militants are using radio to promulgate
their interpretation of Islamic law in Pakistan's
Swat valley, and failure to listen can result in lash-
ing or beheading, the New York Times reported.
Every night Taliban leader Shah Doran condemns
"un-Islamic" activities such as selling digital
video discs, watching cable television, singing
and dancing, shaving beards and allowing girls to
attend schools, in broadcasts beamed throughout
the region, the newspaper reported. The Taliban
leader also reveals the names of people who have
been killed for violating their decrees and those
the group plans to kill, according to the report.
Most of Swat valley, with a population of 1.3 mil-
lion people, is under Taliban control, the report
said. Police afraid of the rebels are quitting their
jobs after 70 officers were killed and 150 others
injured last year by the militants, it said.
(Source: Bloomberg News)

Palestinian Activists Reportedly
Jam Israel Army Radio -Press TV

A group of Palestinian activists have report-
edly jammed Israel Army Radio signals in south-
ern regions of the occupied Palestinian territories.
Palestinians, who according to Israeli officials
took control of the airwaves from the Gaza Strip,
broadcast statements in Arabic, Press TV's Beirut
bureau reported. Jaffa -based Israel Army Radio,
commonly known as Galatz among Israelis, is
operated nationwide by Israel Defense Force and
is mainly funded by the Israeli Ministry of
Defense. Palestinian resistance groups had earli-
er disrupted the signals of two other Israeli radio
stations and managed to air programs targeting
audiences in south Israel.

For its part, Israel is blocking cell phone band-
width, so very few amateur cell phone pho-
tographs are getting out of Gaza, according to a
report in the New York Times.
(Source: Press TV)
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