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News, Trends, And Short Takes
ITU Agrees New Global Standard
For Fully Networked Home

The first global standard offering an in -home, high-
speed network capable of delivering room -to -room
HDTV has been agreed by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU). The standard, pub-
lished under the G.hn banner, promises high -quality
multimedia over power, coaxial, phone, and other
home network wiring. It will give up to 20 times the
throughput of existing wireless technologies and three
times that of existing wired technologies.

The specifications will be used by chip manufac-
turers to build transceivers that can be incorporated
into set -top boxes, residential gateways, home com-
puters, home audio systems, DVD players, TVs, or
any other device that might be connected to a network
now or in the future. Experts say that silicon compa-
nies will immediately start incorporating the specifi-
cations into transceivers, implying that G.hn-compli-
ant products could be on the market as early as 2010.
(Source: ITU)

After HDTV, 3D Television Is The
Next Major Step Forward

British satellite broadcaster BSkyB has tested 3D
broadcasting over the past year. Test transmissions
have included top-flight boxing, English rugby,
Liverpool soccer, and its popular Gladiators show.
BSkyB says it has used 3D cameras at these events
and successfully transmitted the signals to standard
Sky+ set -top boxes.

Sky said in a statement that the trials would "help
establish the potential for commercial 3D TV ser-
vices." It used a TV set from Hyundai, which requires
the viewer to wear dedicated polarizing spectacles.

In addition to Sky, the BBC in the UK and Fox in
the United States have also been doing work on 3D,
while Japanese broadcasters are perhaps further
advanced than any in the work being done. A sports
conference in London, reported by Rapid TV News
on Dec 10, had one expert saying they anticipated
some 3D transmissions taking place in time for the
2012 Olympic Games.
(Source: Rapid TV News)

China Bans Broadcasters'
Websites

China appears to have banned a number of for-
eign websites, including the BBC's Chinese language
news site and Voice of America in Chinese, BBC
News reports. The sites had been unblocked after
journalists attending the Beijing Olympics com-
plained that the government was censoring sites
deemed sensitive. The BBC expressed disappoint-
ment at the apparent reinstatement of the ban. But a
Chinese government spokesman told journalists that
some sites contained content that violated Chinese

law. Among the other sites blocked are Asiaweek,
Reporters Without Borders, and some Hong Kong
and Taiwan sites.

China imposes strict controls on the dissemination
of information through the Web, employing teams of
people to remove sensitive content, police bloggers,
and remove access to certain sites.
(Source: Asia -Pacific Broadcasting Union)

Sri Lanka Destroys Rebel Station,
Leader Speaks On Internet

The leader of the Tamil Tigers, V. Prabhakaran
has said Sri Lanka is "living in a dreamland of mili-
tary victory," moments after Sri Lankan government
jets for a second year running destroyed a rebel radio
station broadcasting his annual address. Even with a
Sri Lankan military offensive besieging the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam's (LTTE) self-
declared capital, leader Vellupillai Prabhakaran
remained defiant in his yearly rallying cry.
Prabhakaran's speech, usually recorded beforehand
at one of his jungle hideouts, went out worldwide on
the Internet despite the air raid. Air force spokesman
Wing Commander Janaka Nanayakkara said the
strike completely destroyed a radio station close to
Kilinochchi, the northern town the LTTE has
declared as capital of the separate state it wants to
create and calls Tamil Eelam.
(Source: Reuters)

Radio Dabanga Website
Now Live

Che website of the recently launched station
broadcasting to Darfur, Radio Dabanga, is now live.
Radio Dabanga started test transmissions on
November 15, 2008, and since December 1 was
broadcasting a full program of independent news and
relevant information for all Darfuri. The broadcast is
daily at 0430-0530 UTC on 13800 and 7315 kHz.
The 13800 frequency is via the RNW relay station in
Madagascar. It's also available on Nilesat, Arabsat
and Eutelsat under the name Sawt El Alam.
(Source: Radio Dabanga)

Mauritius Broadcasting
Corporation Accused Of
Disrupting Air Traffic

The use of unauthorized frequency bands by the
Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) is
putting air traffic in danger in the Indian Ocean
region. The accusation was made by aircraft pilots
who say they are having difficulty contacting airport
communication towers in Mauritius, Reunion, the
Mauritian dependency of Rodrigues and Seychelles
and that the situation is putting the planes, crew, and
passengers in danger.
(Source: African Press Agency)
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