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News, Trends, And Short Takes
IBM Teams Up With BPL Provider To
Offer Services In
Seven U.S. States

IBM announced that it has signed a $9.6 million
deal with International Broadband Electric Com-
munications (IBEC) to install equipment and provide
BPL (Broadband over Power Line) service to almost
350,000 homes in Alabama, Indiana, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and Wisconsin.
According to the Associated Press, IBEC Chief
Executive Scott Lee said the network, which will be
funded by $70 million in low -interest federal loans
from the Department of Agriculture, should be in place
in about two years. IBEC currently provides broadband
to only about 1,400 customers, most of them beginning
to receive service in the past 18 months.

"IBEC's equipment doesn't use the ham bands."
said BPL expert and ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed
Hare, W 1 RFI, "making it less likely that they will have
any interference complaints from amateurs. Their
equipment, however, does interfere with shortwave
broadcast and other spectrum, but in the U.S., not many
users have complained. IBM has been in the BPL busi-
ness for a few years now, so this venture is nothing new
for them." IBEC staff member Brent Zitting, KB4SL,
serves as a member of ARRL's EMC Committee.

A 2006 FCC study reported that fewer than 5,000
homes receive their Internet connections via power
lines. IBM and IBEC's joint plan, Lee said, will serve
residents, of whom about 86 percent have no cable or
DSL access, in the seven states.

According to reports, IBEC's strategy is to sign up
electric cooperatives that provide power to sparsely
populated areas across the eastern United States.
Rather than compete toe -to -toe with large, entrenched
cable or DSL providers, IBEC is looking for cus-
tomers that have been largely left out of the move to
high-speed Internet.
(Source: ARRL)

The Voice Of Russia Starts
Broadcasting In Iraqi Kurdistan

The Voice of Russia radio station began broad-
casting in Kurdish in Iraqi Kurdistan. Station spokes-
men say the new project is non-political and its goal
is to bring the Russian and Kurdish people closer
together. Analysts say that the project has an obvious
political nature and that it is a means of advancing
Russian interests in Kurdistan and throughout the
Middle East.

The Voice of Russia had considered a Kurdish
service for several years, but funding restrictions had
prevented its implementation until now. Broadcasts
originate in Erbil, Sulaimaniya, Kirkuk, and Dohuk,
Iraq and will be two hours long, airing in the morn-
ings and evenings.
(Source: Kommersant website)

HCJB Begins A New Series Of DRM
Test Transmissions

HCJB begins a new series of DRM on 15280 kHz
at 1100-1300 UTC with 4000 watts. The antenna is
a rhombic, azimuth 35/225 degrees (to Europe and
Australia) and the transmitter site is Pifo, Ecuador.
The schedule is:

Monday to Friday
 1100-1200 UTC Spanish (Music from Ecuador and

Newscast).
 1200-1300 UTC Low -German and German.
Saturday and Sunday
 1100-1130 UTC Spanish.
 1130-1300 UTC Low -German and German.
(Source: DRM Software Radio Forums)

WorldSpace UK Goes Into
Liquidation

WorldSpace (UK) Ltd. called in the liquidators on
November 14, 2008. The action meant an immediate
suspension of the Afristar channels that were being
transmitted from London by WRN. The move also
meant that Worldspace UK's few remaining staff have
been let go. London employees have received no
salaries since September. Telemetry, care and control
of Afristar were still being carried out as this maga-
zine went to press. Insiders suggested that Afristar was
still carrying some radio channels beamed up from
South Africa.

WorldSpace UK is a separate operation to World -
Space Inc., which is currently in Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy protection. Sources suggest that WorldsSpace's
London assets (transmission equipment and so forth)
had already been formally seized ahead of the liquida-
tion because WorldSpace is in default on payments.
(Source: Rapid TV News)

Azerbaijan To End VOA, Other
Foreign Broadcasts On Local Radio

Authorities in Azerbaijan say they plan to halt local
broadcasts by foreign stations by the end of the year.
The chairman of Azerbaijan's National Television and
Radio Council, Nushiravan Maharramli, says his coun-
try is not interested in granting local frequencies to for-
eign broadcasters. He says the change will affect the
BBC, the Voice of America (VOA), and Radio Liberty.
The official says his country has been gradually imple-
menting changes, having previously eliminated broad-
casts by Russian, French, and Turkish stations.

The US Broadcasting Board of Governors said it
strongly objects to the proposal. BBG Board member
Steven J Simmons said the decision follows a "dis-
turbing pattern" that began with harsh restrictions on
private broadcasters within Azerbaijan two years ago
and now directly impacts international media.
(Source: AFP)
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